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MONDAY, JULY 23, 1781

Mr. Elias Boudinot, a delegate for the State of New Jersey,

attended and produced the credentials of his appointment,

which are in the words following

:

State of New Jersey July 12^^ 1781

The Council and Assembly in Joint fleeting at Princeton proceeded

to the Election of two Delegates to Represent this State in Congress,

ill the room of William Patterson Esquire, who declined taking his

Seat, and of William Burnett Esquire, whose Seat has become vacated,

and the votes being taken the honorable EUas Boudinot and Jonathan

Elmer Esquires were duly elected.

Resolved therefore

That the said Elias Boudinot and Jonathan Elmer Esquires be

impowered in addition to the honorable Jolm Witherspoon, Abraham
Clark and William Churchill Houston Esq?' to represent and vote in

behalf of this State in the Congress of the United States of North

America until the fifth day of November next, unless a new appoint-

ment shall sooner take place.

Jn? Stevens, ChaiTman}

A letter, of 16, from General Washington, was read.^

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Cornell,

Mr. Sharpe,|| to whom was referred an extract of General

Washington's letter of 28th June last, respecting the cloath-

ing department, delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the said extract of General Washington's

letter, together with a letter from the superintendant of

finance to the committee on the subject, be referred to the

Board of War; who are du-ected to confer with the super-

intendant of finance and the cloathier, and make the best

contracts in theii- power for procuring cloathing for the army.'

' The original ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Jersey, Credentials

of Delegates.

^ This letter is ia the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 167.

^ Thia report, in the writing of William Sharpe, ia in the Papers of tlie Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 347.
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A motion was then made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,

seconded by Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

"That the amount of all cloathing furnished or to be

furnished during the present campaign and for the next

winter, by any of the states for their several troops, shall

be credited to the states respectively, according to a just and

equitable value, and shall be considered as so much advanced

on account of such state's quota of taxes for the present

year."

On the question to agree to this motion, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

New HampsJiire,
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The minister, from his despatches of the 9th of Jan-

uary, 1781, communicated to your committee the causes

which delayed the measures which the Court of France

proposed to take for the naval operations of this cam-

paign, the length of the passage of Count d'Estaing to

Brest, and other circumstances not necessary now to be

recapitulated; and then told us that he was desired, in

the mean while, to continue to assure Congress, that the

interest which his Majesty takes in the American cause

will essentially influence his measures for the present

campaign.

The minister continued by observing, that the present

situation of affau's between Great Britain and Holland

presented a favom'able opportunity for a union of the

two republicks.

Your committee will not repeat the details of what

has happened between the two powers of England and

Holland; it is sufficient to observe, that Sweden and

Denmark have adopted the plan of armed neutrality

framed by the Empress of Russia. That the Dutch,

upon invitation, had done the same; and the Comi^ of

London, irritated by this step, took hold of the pretence

afforded by the papers found on Mr. Laurens, and pub-

lished a manifesto on the 21st day of December, as well

as a proclamation for expediting letters of marque. That

this state of affau-s, and the other consequences of this

step, deserve the attention of Congress. That, if their

High Mightinesses should join in this war, it would bring

the two republicks to terms of more intimate union.

That the opinion of the council of the king was, that

Congress ought not to neglect to send to Holland a

prudent and al)le man, with full powers. It would like-

wise be advantageous to give proper instructions to that

minister; and as it may happen, in the course of the
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negotiations, that unforeseen incidents may present

themselves, and as it is impossible at this distance to

have quick information, it would be proper to have

further instructions given by Dr. Franklin, in order to

avoid all inconsistency or contradiction; and that the

political operations of Congress, aiming towards the

same end, may of course be more successful.

The minister communicated to your committee the

contents of another despatch of the 19th of February

last. After stating some facts relating to Mr. Laurens's

capture and its consequences, which Congress is already

acquainted with, the minister informed your committee

that the Empress of Russia had on the 5th of January

received the accession of the United Provinces to the

association of neutral powers, and that there was great

probability that her Imperial Majesty would support

the Dutch against the tyranny of England; and that,

in every supposition. Congress would do well to take

such measures as to prepare without delay the means of

uniting the interest of the two republicks by making
proper advances to the States General. The minister

added, that he was authorised by the king to offer

Congress his interposition for this purpose.

The minister informed that, according to appearances,

the Empress of Russia seemed to be well disposed to the

independence of the United States; and that these dis-

positions give reason to think that the Empress will see

with pleasure, that Congress has adopted her principles

as to the neutrality; and that the Count de Vergennes

has sent that resolution to the Marquis Verac, the min-

ister of France at the Court of Russia :

'

This report was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, I, folio 227, and is in the writing

of a clerk. It ie printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution

(WTiarton), IV, 600.
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Ordered, That it be referred to the said committee.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

The Committee for the week report

That the Memorial of W?? Trent of the State of New Jcraoy, in be

half of himself and the other proprietors of a tract of land called

Indiana, ought to be returned to him, he having dcaircd the aamo for

the purpose of expunging certain offensive expressions .

justice or combination-with the violators of law make net a necessary

part of that firm language in which the redress of supposed injury

may bo sought and therefore offend against the deference due to the

United States in Congress assembled.—and

because the -eharge, adduced against the- legislature of "Virginia,

acting-upon -oath " of an unexampled exertion of dcspotic-and usurped

power, and- in manifest contravention to an express provision, con

taincd in the declaration of rights of that state" -ought not to be re

ceived inasmuch as it contributes nothing to the - exposition of their

claim, and crimiuatos the sovereign power of that State with perjury

because it is unprecedented among the usages of nations and repug

nant to the principles of the Confedcraticn that a private citizen of

one State, without -the sanction -thereof, should -bo •considered as an

adversary worthy to call another State into cofitestr

That the letter from the Superintendant of finance with the

enclosure on tlie subject of rations for the use of the prisoners of

war from Charles-town lately exchanged, ought to be referred to a

special Committee.

That the letter of William Bingham on the subject of settlement

and payment for goods furnished to the continent, ought to be

referred to the Board of Treasury Committee appointed to settle his

accounts.'

Ordered, That a letter, of 20, from the superintendant of

finance, with the paper inclosed, be referred to a committee

of three:
^

The members, Mr. T[homas] Smith, Mr. [Daniel] Can-oil,

Mr. [Samuel] Livermore:

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 195.

' The letter, of 20, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, 1, folio 81.
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Ordered, That a letter, of 20th, from W. Bingham, be

refeiTed to the Committee of Commerce.

The committee of the week was chosen:

IVIr. [Elias] Boudinot, ]\Ir. [Daniel] Mowry, Mi-. [William]

Sharpe.

Ordered, That the postscript to the letter, of 10th, from

General Washington, be referred to a committee of three:

The members, ]VIi\ [John] Mathews, ]\Ir. [John] Sullivan,

Mr. [James] Madison.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on Mr.

[Theodorick] Bland's motion; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the auditor general be, and he is hereby,

authorised and directed forthwith to ascertain, in the best

manner he can, the specie value, at the time the same were

dated, of the several bills drawn by Major General tiincoln,

and accepted by the Board of Ti-easury, in pursuance of the

resolutions of Congress of the 23d day of March and 6

July, 1780; and that the superintendant of finance issue

certificates for the amount thereof, with lawful interest from

the respective dates; and also provide sufficient funds for

the final redemption of the said certificates, and for the

punctual payment of the interest thereof annually, in specie,

in the mean time.

Resolved, That Commiaaioncra [five suitable persons] be

appointed and authorised to open a subscription for a loan

of [thirty thousand] dollars, for the support of such of the

citizens of the states of South Carolina and Georgia, as have

been driven from their country and possessions by the

enemy, the said states, respectively, by their delegates in

Congress, pledging their faith for the re-payment of the

sums [so lent,] wnth interest, [in proportion to the sums which

shall be received bj^ their respective citizens, as soon as the

legislatiu-es of the said states shall severally be in condition

to make provision for so doing], and Congi'ess hereby guaran-

teeing this obligation:
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That the said CommiaHioncra [five persons] do also receive

voluntary and free donations, to be appHed to the support

of auch [further rehef] of the said sufferers os arc willing to

accept the aamc :

Ordered, That the President send a copy of the above

resolution to the executives of the several states not in the

power of the enemy, requesting them to promote the success

of the said loan and donation within their rcBpcctivc bounds

in such way as they shall think best.'

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read,

enclosing a letter, of 12, from Otis & Henley at Boston

:

Ordered, That the same be referred to the superintendant

of finance.

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance,

was read; also,

A letter, of this day, from F. Hopkinson, treasui'er of

loans, was read, requesting leave to resign :

-

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted.

Resolved, That the office of treasui'er of loans be, and the

same is hereby abolished; and that the business thereof be

annexed to the office of treasurer of the United States.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1781

The committee of the week made report; \Vhereupon,

On motion of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, seconded by Mr
T[homas] Smith, it was resolved as follows:

Whereas the superintendant of finance, upon entering on
his office, has represented that it would be proper that the

Board of Treasury should continue to exercise the powers

' Tho last throe paragrapha, iu Uie writing of George Clymer, except the portions in

hracketa which are in the writing of Thomas McKean, are in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 20, II, folio 391.

-Morrirt's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, I, folio 89;

Hopkinson's is in No. 78, XII, folio 171.
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entrusted to them, until such time as he shall have made
his arrangements, and is prepared to take up the business:

Resolved, That until the business be regularly transferred

over to the superintendant of finance, the Board of Treasury-

continue in the discharge of the duties heretofore entrusted

to them.

Ordered, That a letter of John Pierce; ^

A memorial of the owners and di'ivers of different brigades

of waggons employed in transporting stores to the southern

army; and

A memorial of And^ Pepin, a supernumerary lieutenant,

late of Colonel Livingston's regiment, be referred to the

Board of War;^

That a letter of Colonel Hazen be refeiTed to the Board

of Treasury.

A memorial of William Tt'ent and others was read.'

Ordered, The report of the committee on the cessions of

western lands to the United States by Vu'ginia and Con-

necticut, &c., and on the memorials of the Ilionois and

Wabache companies, be considered on Monday next.

A letter, of the 16th May, from E. Forman, one of the

commissioners of the Board of Treasury, was called for and

read; "^Tiereupon,

Resolved, That the resignation of the said Ezekiel Forman
be, and it is hereby accepted.

The committee to whom were referred the letters, of the

9th and 20th of June, from Major General Greene, delivered

in a report.

' This letter, dated Jiily 15, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

165, folio 637.

^ This memorial, dated July 19, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 41, VIII, foHo 148.

' This and the four preceding paragraphs were passed as recommended in the report

of the Committee of the Week. The report is in the writing of William Sharpe and is

in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 32, foho 197. Trent's memorial, dated

July 20, 1781, is in No. 77, folio 226.
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A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

War office July 24, 17S1.
Sir,

Robert Henry Surgeon of the 2"'' New Hampshire Regiment hath
represented to the Board, that he was taken prisoner by the enemy
(at the time Col. Greene was killed) and stripped of all liis clothing.

He hath since obtained his parole, for a limited time to procure some
necessaries. He further represents that he hath received but two
months' pay in twenty, that before he belonged to this regiment he
was mate in the General Hospital, and there appears due to him by
Doctor Bond's certificate for that service £101. 5. specie, wliich sum
there is no provision made to pay, and he further saith, that he is

at this time destitute of cash. Upon considering the foregoing rep-

resentation, the Board submit the following resolution:

Ordered, That the Board of War draw on the paymaster
general in favour of Robert Hemy, surgeon of the second

New Hampshire regiment for one hundred and ninety-five

dollars of the new emissions on account of his pay; ^ and

War office July 24. 1781.
Sir,

Captain James Moore of the Delaware Battalion was ordered on
command to forward the supplies for the recruits of that Regiment
going to join the Southern Army His situation is so distressing as

to induce the Board to recommend to Congress that three months'

pay be advanced him and to request they will be pleased to direct,

in favour of Captain James Moore of the Delaware regiment

for one hundi'ed and fifty dollars in like bills on account of

his pay.^

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Varnum,
Mr. Bland, Mr. Sullivan, 1| on the memorial of John Storey,

was taken into consideration; and Thereupon,

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of M'^ Story

beg leave to Report.

' ThiH report in in the Papers of the Continenlal Congress, No. 148, II, folio 85.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 81.
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That they find that the said Story was left at Camp by Gen' Green

late Q. M. G to settle his unfinished business in that department with

the Army, and that he continued transacting that business, and also

acted as Pay Master to Col Pickering the present Q. M. G untiU the

2P' of April last.

Therefore beg leave to submit the following resolution:

Resolved, That John Storey be entitled to the same pay

and rations for his services, from the time of General Greene's

resignation as quartermaster general, until the 21st day of

April last, which he received or was entitled to receive when

acting immediately under the said quartermaster general

:

And whereas it appears to your Committee that it still remains

Necessary that some Person should reside at Camp to transact the

unfinished Business of the late Q. M. G.

Therefore, Resolved,

That the said John Storey immediately repair to camp,

and there carefully transact and settle the business belonging

to the late quartermaster general's department, until the

further order of Congress; and for this his service he shall

be allowed, from the 21 day of AprU last, the pay and rations

of a captain in the line of the army.

Your Committe beg farther to report,

Ordered, That IVIr. Storey be informed that his claim to

rank is inadmissible; and that his claim for depreciation will

be settled by the general plan, when adopted for the staff of

the army/
Resolved, That Messrs. William Bingham, John Bayard,

George Mead, Jacob Barge, and Dr. Hutchinson, be, and

they are hereby, appointed and authorised to open a sub-

scription for a loan, agreeably to the resolution passed

yesterday.

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Vamnin, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 131.
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The report of the committee on the letter from the pres-

ident of New Hampshire and the papers enclosed was taken

into consideration, and after debate:

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1781

Mr. Jonathan Elmer, a delegate for the State of New
Jersey, attended.

A letter, of 21, from General Washington was read.'

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance

was read ; Whereupon,-

Resolved, That the interest to be allowed on the certificates

gi'anted for the bills drawn by Major General Lincoln, be at

the rate of six per cent, per annum.
Ordered, That the letter be referred to the committee

appointed to prepare an ordinance for collecting the duty

of five per cent, on imports and prizes:

Ordered, That Mr. [James] Madison be added to that

committee.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

The Committee of the week report.

That the Petition from Lieut. Duncan Campbell, as far as respects

liio request for Certificates in full of a Debt due to him for pay and
depreciation be referred to the Board of War Treasury.

That the letter from W" M?Kinnan be referred to the Board of War.
That the Letter from W"? Watters and other Prisoners on board

the Jersey Prison Ship at New York be referred to a special committee

to make the Board of War. •''

Ordered, That a petition of Lieutenant Duncan ('ampbell;

' This letter is in the Papers of the ContinenUil Congress, No. 152, X, folio 175. It is

printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 314.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, I, folio 93.

' This report, in the writing of Elias Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 199.
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A letter, of 11, from William Waters and others;

A letter, of 24, from William McKinnan; and

A memorial of Samuel Bryan and others be referred to the

Board of War.^

A report of the Board of Treasm-y was read ; Whereupon,

Treasury Office July 25"}- 1781

The Board of Treasury beg leave to Report,

That on the appUcation of Richard PhilHps, Steward to the Pres-

ident of Congress, a warrant issue in liis favor on Thomas Smith Com-
missioner of the Continental loan office for the State of Pennsylvania,

for two thousand dollars new emissions to defray the expences of the

President's household, and for which sum the said Steward is to be

accountable.

Ordered, That on the application of John L. Clarkson, clerk

to the Board of Treasury, a warrant issue in his favour on

Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for

the State of Pensylvania, for three hundred and fifty dollars

new emissions, to defray the contingent expences of the

treasury office, and for which sum he is to be accountable.^

On motion of ]\Ir. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr.

[Theodorick] Bland:

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to revise

the several reports now before Congress which have not been

acted upon or finished, and report thereon:

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. T[homas]

Smith, Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

A letter, of 24, from the Minister of France; and also a

letter of the same date from him to the Board of Admu-alty,

were read, with sundry papers enclosed

:

' Campbell's petition, dated July 20, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 42, II, folio 114; McKinnan's letter is in No. 78, XVI, folio 223; Bryan's

memorial is in No. 41, I, folio 359.

" This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, V, folio 415.
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of

Commerce.

The committee,
||
consisting of Mr. Osgood, Mr. Potts, Mr.

Livermore,|| to whom was referred the memorial of Captain

J. P. Jones, together with his account, delivered in a report;

Whereupon,

Resolved, That the charges of the said J. P. Jones, as

exhibited in his accounts, Xos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, be

allowed; and that the said report and accounts be referred

to the Board of Treasury to take order.

The report of the committee,
||
consisting of Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Mathews, Mr. Madison,
||

on the letters from Major

General Greene was taken into consideration; Whereupon,

The committee to whom was referred the letters of Major General

Greene of the 9"' and 20"' ultimo and the letter of Major General tho

Marquis dc Lafayette of the

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to oorrospond

with tho commanding offiecr in tho Southern dopai'tmcut

be directed to President acquaint Major General Greene, that

the measures he has pursued for the general secm'ity of the

southern states, and for dispossessing the enemy of the sev-

eral posts occupied by them, although not attended wdth

complcat success afford an additional such proofs of his

judgment, vigilance, and fii'mness, as recommend him to the

entire approbation of Congress; and that Congress are

equally sensible of the zeal, gallantry, and perseverance dis-

played by the officers and soldiers under his command, in

the various services in which they have been employed, and

the difficulties with which (hey have contended.

Ordered, That tho letter of Major General the Marquis

do Lafayotto so much of the letter of Major General Greene

as relates to calling out militia be refen-ed to the committee
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appointed to consider of the additional powers necessary to

be given Congress.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.^

THURSDAY, JULY 26, 1781

Mr. N[icholas] Van Dyke, a delegate for the State of Dela-

ware, attended.

A letter, of 21st, from Major General the Marquis de la

Fayette, was read, with sundry papers enclosed.^

Ordered, That the report of the Board of War respecting

Robert Elliot be referred to a committee of three:

' This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 463.

^The following draft of a letter appears to have been eubmitted this day. It is

in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 24, folio 369, and is indorsed: "Letter

to the States from New Hampshire to New Jersey, July 25, 1781." It is in the writing

of James Mitchell Vamum:
Philadelphia July 1781.

Sib.

The United States in Congress Assembled are so fully convinced of the necessity of

the most \'igorouB operations against the posts of New York and its dependencies, that

they are induced to urge in the most pressing manner, a prompt and decided compli-

ance with the requisitions from his Escclloncy the Commander in Chief for men and
supplies. We are sensible the demands must be extensive and a full compliance with

them appears difficult cnnsidoring the groat and ropoatod exertions of your State.

But the objects of their operations are so important in themselves, and so intimately

connected with the pleasing idea of establishing peace, and of avoiding the calami-

ties of preceding campaigns, that we assure ourselves every obstacle will be sur-

mounted and the same virtuous osortion.' struggles which have hitherto supported

the war will speedily bring it to a glorious Period issue.

I have the honor of being. Sir, With great respect. Your very obedient and most

humble servant.

T. M5K. P. C.
His Excellency, The Governor of .

To this period, apparently, belongs the following motion, in the writing of John

Mathews, undated, indorsed: "Motion of delegates from South Carolina That the

Board of War forward to the State of South Carolina 3,000 stand of arms." It is in

No. 36, IV, folio 393.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to forward to the State of South Carolina

with all convenient dispatch 3,000 stand of arms for the use of the militia of that State.

^ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 156, folio 180.
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War Office, July 17, 1781.

Sir

The Board boin^ ordered by Congress to state the case of Mr.

Robert EUiot special!}', beg leave to observe, that they have no other

materials on which their report can be founded, than the Certificate

of Captain James Willing, a copy whereof they have the Honor to

enclose, and believe that ^Ir. Elliot's situation is properly stated

therein, so far as his claim extends for pay, as an Officer employed
in the Land Service.*

The members, Mr. T[homas] Smith, ]\'Ir. [Nicholas] Van
Dyke, ]\Ir. [Richard] Howly. .

On motion of IVIi'. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr.

[Richard] Howly:
Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer

with the Commander in Chief, the Board of War and the

superintendant of finance on the number and arrangement

of the army for the ensuing year:

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Theodorick]

Bland, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum.
The report of the committee on the letter, of 1 June, from

the treasurer, was taken into consideration; after debate.

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

Ordered, That the Board of Treasiiry report to Congress

what states have complied with the resolutions of Congress

of 18 March and 26 August, 1780, concerning the calling in

the old continental money and the issuing the new.

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum
respecting the commissary of prnxhases:

Resolved, That the office of Commissary General of Purchases and
all appointments under him cease, and that the duties of that office

be transferred to the Commissary General of Issues.^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, 11, folio 225.

2 Thi.4 motion, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the Con-
tinental Congress, No. 36, I, folio 211.

80382°—VOL 21—12 2
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FRIDAY, JULY 27, 1781

A memorial from the hon''!® the Minister of France was
read, accompanied with the plan of a convention for regu-

lating the powers and duties of consuls and vice consuls.

MEMOIRE

Philadelphia, July 26, 1781.

The twenty-ninth article of the treaty of amity and
commerce, between his Most Christian Majesty and the

United States, reserves to the two contracting powers
" the liberty of having each in the ports of the other,

consuls, vice consuls, agents and commissaries, whose
functions shall be regulated by a particular agreement."

In consequence of this stipulation, the Court of Versailles

has caused a draft to be made of a convention, relative

to the establishment of consuls, which the undersigned

minister plenipotentiary of France has the honour to

communicate to Congress. It is the desire of his

Majesty, that this draft should be examined by Con-

gress; and those points marked which admit of no
difficulty; and that the others should be submitted to

the examination of delegates appointed by both parties,

who may make such observations as they shall judge

proper, and propose such alterations as the}^ may think

convenient. These objects will require discussion in

repeated conferences; and the undersigned intreats that

Congress would determine in what manner these con-

ferences shall be held. The proposed convention re-

quires the most mature consideration ot both parties;

while at the same time it is equally the interest of both,

with all speed, to introduce consistency and uniformity

into their respective commercial estal^lishments; and the

undersigned is of opinion that Congi'ess will think it
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necessary to prosecute this business with all possible

despatch.
(Signed) Le Chev. de la Luzerne.'

Projet de Convention entre le Roi Tres Chretien,

et les Etats Unis de I'Amerique Septentrionale,

a I'effet de determiner et fixer les fonctions et

prerogatives des Consuls, Vice Consuls, et des

Agens respectifs.

Le roi tres chretien, et les Etats Unis de I'Am&'ique

Septentrionale, s'etant accord es, mutuellement, par

I'article 29 du traite d'amitie et de commerce conclu

entre eux, la faculte de tenir dans leurs etats respectifs,

des consuls, vice consuls, et des agens, et voulant en

consequence determiner, et fixer d'une maniere recipro-

que et permanente les fonctions et prerogatives des dits

consuls, vice consuls, et des agens respectifs, il a 6te

convenu ce qui suit.

ARTICLE I

Les consuls, et vice consuls nommes par le roi tres

Chretien, et les Etats Unis, seront tenus de presenter

leurs provisions a leur arrivee dans leurs etats respectifs.

On leur dclivrera, sans aucun frais, Vexequatur neces-

saire a I'exercice de leurs fonctions et sur I'exhibition

qu'ils feront du dit exequatur, les gouverneurs, pr&i-

dens, commandans, chefs de justice, les corps des

tribunaux ou autres officiers, ayant autorite dans les

ports et lieux do leur consulats, les y feront jouir, aussitot,

et sans difficult^, des pre-eminences, autorite et privi-

leges accordds rdciproqueraent sans qu'ils puissent

' This version is taken from the printed Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs; it is also

printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution (Wharlon), TV,

604. Another translation ia in the Papers of lite Conlinental Congress, No. liu, II,

folio 17.



794 Journals of Congress

exiger des dits consuls, et vice consuls aucun droit sous

aucun pretexte quelconque.

ARTICLE II

Les consuls respectifs aui'ont la faculte d'etablir

des vice consuls dans les differens ports et lieux de

leur departement ou le besoin I'exigera. On leur deliv-

rera egalement I'exequatur necessaire a I'exercice de

leurs fonctions et sur I'exhibition qu'ils feront du dit

exequatur ils seront admis et reconnus dans les tennes

et selon les pouvoirs, autorite et privileges stipules par

les articles 1, 5, et 6, de la presente convention.

ARTICLE III

Les consuls et vice consuls respectifs ne pouiront

etre pris que parmi les sujets naturels de la puissance qui

les nommera. Tons seront appointes par leui' souverain

respectif, et ils ne pourront en consequence faire aucun
trafic ou commerce quelconque ni pour leui* propie

compte, ni pour le compte d'autrui.

ARTICLE IV

Les consuls respectifs pourront etabltr des agens

dans les differens ports et lieux de leui- departement, ou
le besoin I'exigera. Les agens pourront etre choisis

parmi les negocians nationaux ou etrangers et munis de

brevets de I'un des dits consuls; ils se renfermeront

respectivement a rendre aux commergans, navigatem's,

et batimens respectifs, tous les services possibles et a

informer le consul ou vice consul le plus proche des

besoins des dits commergans, navigateurs et batimens,

sans que les dits agens puissent autrement participer
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aux immunites, droits et privileges attribues aux con-

suls et vice consuls par la presente convention.

ARTICLE V

Les consuls et vice consuls, les officiers du consulat,

et generalement toutes les personnes attach ees aux
fonctions consulaires jouii'ont respectivement d'une

pleine et entiere immunite pour leurs personnes, leiu's

papiers, et leurs maisons. lis seront exempts de tout

service personnel et offices publics, logement de gens

de guen-e, milice, guet, garde, tutelle, curatelle, ainsi

que de tons droits, taxes, impositions, charges quel-

conques, hors les biens fonds, dont ils seront proprie-

taires, les quels seront assujettis aux taxes imposees

sur les biens de tons autres particuliers. lis poiuTont

faire placer sur la porte exterieure de leui* maison les

armes de leui* souverain, sans cependant que cette

marque distinctive puisse donner a la dite maison le

droit d'azile pour aucun malfaiteui- ou criminel de

maniere que le cas arrivant oii aucun malfaitem- ou

criminel s'y refugierait il sera rendu sui- le champ a la

premiere requisition et sans difficulte.

ARTICLE VI

Les consuls ou les vice consuls respectifs, dans les

lieux ou il n'y aura pas de consuls pourront avoir dans

leur maison une chapelle pom- y celebrer le service

divin, et le roi tres chretien ainsi que les Etats Unis,

donneront des ordres precis et effectifs dans les ports

et lieux de leur domination pour qu'il ne soit apporte

aucun retard ni empechement lors de la C(5remonie, des

obseques ot funerailles des sujets de Tune des deux
nations, qui seront decodes dans I'^tendue des terres

de I'autre.
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ARTICLE VII

Dans tous les cas generalement quelconques concer-

nant la police ou I'administration de la justice, ou il

sera n^cessaire d'avoii" line declaration jmidique des

consuls et vice consuls respectiffs, le gouverneui-, le

commandant, le chef de la justice, les corps des tri-

bunaux ou autres officiers quelconques de leur residence

respective y ayant autorite, seront tenus de les en pre-

venir en leur ecrivant, ou en leur envoyant un officier

militaire ou civil, pour leur faire connoitre, soit I'objet

que Ton se propose soit la necessite dans la. quelle on

se trouve d'aUer chez eux pour leur demander cette

declaration, et les dits consuls, ou vice consuls seront

tenus de lem* cote de se preter loyalement a ce qu'on

desirera d'eux dans ces occasions.

ARTICLE VIII

Les consuls, et vice consuls respectifs, pourront €ta-

blir une chancellerie ou seront deposes les actes et les

deliberations consulaires, tous les effets delaisses par

defunts, ou sauves des naufrages, ainsi que les testa-

mens, obligations, contrats, et generalement tous les

actes et procediu'es fails, entre leurs nationaux. lis

pourront en consequence commettre a I'exercice de la

dite chancellerie des personnes capables les recevoir;

lem" falre preter serment, leur donner la garde du

sgeau, et le droit de sceller les commissions, jugemens,

et autres actes du consulat, ainsi que d'y remplh- les

fonctions de notaires et greffiers.

ARTICLE IX.

Les consuls, et vice consuls respectifs auront le droit

exclusif de recevoir dans leur chancellerie, ou abord



July, 1781 797

des batimens, les declarations et tous les autres actes,

que les capitaines, patrons, equipages passagers, et

negotians, de leur nation, voudront y passer, meme leiu"

testaraens et autres dispositions de derniere volonte, et

les expeditions des dits actes duement legalisees par les

dits consuls ou vice consuls et munis du sgeau de leur

consulat feront foi, en justice, dans tous les tribunaux

de France, et des Etats Unis. lis auront aussi, et

exclusivement, le droit de faire I'inventaire, la liqui-

dation, et de proc^der a la vente des effets mobiliers

de la succcession des sujets de levir nation qui viendront

a mourir dans les ^tats respectifs. lis y procederont

avec I'assistance de deux negotians de leur dite nation,

a leur choix, et feront deposer dans leur chancellerie les

effets, et papiers, des dites successions, sans qu'aucun

des officiers militaires, de justice, ou de police, du pays

puissent les y troubler, ni y intervenir de quelque

maniere que ce soit: Mais les dits consuls et vice consuls

ne pourront faire la delivrance, des successions et de

leiu- produit aux heritiers legitimes ou a leiu-s manda-
taires, qu'apres avoir fait acquitter toutes les dettes que

lesd^funtsaui'ont pu avoir contractees dans le pays par

jugement, par actes, ou par billets dont I'ecriture et la

signature seront reconnues et certifi^es, par deux nota-

bles negotians de la nation des dits defunts, et dans

tous autres cas le payement des dettes ne pourra etre

ordnn(§qu'endonnant, par le creancier, caution suffisantc,

et domicili^e de rendre les sommes induement pergues,

principal, interets, et frais, lesquelles cautions cepen-

dant, demeureront duement decharg^es apres une ann^e

en tems de paix, et deux en tems de guen-e; si la demande
en d6charge ne pent etr6 formee avant ces ddlais contra

les heritiers qui si presenteront.
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ARTICLE X

Les consuls et vice consuls respectifs, recevront les

declarations, et les consulats de tous capitaines et

patrons de leur nation respective, pour raison d'avaries

essuyees a la mer par des voj^es d'eau ou jets de mar-

chandise, meme lorsqu'il y aura des negotians etrangers

interesses dans la cargaison; ou ces capitaines et

patrons remettront dans la chancellerie des dits consuls

et vice consuls les consulats qu'ils auront faits dans

autres ports pour les accidens, qui leur seront arrives

pendant leur voyage; et dans les deux cas, les dits con-

suls et vice consuls respectifs, regleront I'avarie sans

delai par des experts, de leiu- nation qu'ils nommeront
d'office; et par des experts d'une partie de leui' nation

et I'autre d' etrangers dans le cas ou un etranger sera

interesse dans la cargaison.

ARTICLE XI

Dans le cas ou par tempete, ou autre accident, des

vaisseaux ou batimens Francois echoueront sui' les

cotes des Etats Unis, et des vaisseaux ou batimens des

Etats Unis echoueront sur les cotes de France, le consul

ou le vice consul le plus proche du lieu de naufrage

pourra faire tout ce qu'il jugera convenable tant pour
sauver le dit vaisseau ou batiment, son chargement et

appartenances, que pour le magazinage et la surete des

effets sauves et marchandises: II pourra en faire I'inven-

taire sans qu'aucun officiers militaires, des douanes, de
la justice, ou de la police du pays puissent s'y immiscer

autrement que pour faciliter aux consuls, et vice con-

suls, capitaine et equipage du vaisseau naufrag^, ou
echoue, tous les secours et faveurs qu'ils leur demande-
ront, soit pour la c^lerite et la surete du sauvetage, et

des effets sauves, soit poui- eviter les desordres qui
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n'accompagnent que trop souvent ces accidents. Pour

pr^venir meme toute espece de conflit et de discussion

dans les dits cas de naufrage, il a ^te convenu, que lors

qu'il ne se trouvera pas de consul ou de vice consul pour

faire travailler au sauvetage, ou que la residence du
dit consul ou vice consul qui ne se trouvera pas sur le

lieu du naufrage, sera plus eloignee du dit lieu que celle

du juge territorial competent, ce dernier y fera proceder

sur le champ avec toute celerite, la surete et les pre-

cautions prescrites par les loix respectives, sauf au dit

juge territorial a se retirer; le consul ou vice consul

survenant, et a lui remettre les procedures par lui

faites, dont le consul ou vice consul lui fera rembourser

les frais. Les marchandises sauvees devront etre

deposees h la douane la plus prochaine avec I'inventaire

qui en aura ete dresse par le consul ou vice consul, ou

en leiu" absence par le juge qui en aura connu; pour, les

dites marchandises, etre ensuite delivrees, apres le

prelevement des frais et sans forme de proces aux pro-

prietaires, qui munis de la main levee du consul ou vice

consul le plus prochain les reclameront par eux memes
ou par leur mandataires; soit pour reporter les mar-

chandises, et dans ce cas elles ne payeront aucune

espece de droit de sortie; soit pour les vendre dans le

pays, si elles n'y sont pas prohibees, et dans ce cas,

les dites marchandises se trouvant avariees on leur

accordera une moderation sur les droits d'entree pro-

portionee au domage souffert, lequel sera constats par

le proems verbal dresse lors du naufrage et de I'echoue-

ment.

ARTICLE XII

Les consuls et vice consuls du roi tres chr^tien, etablis

dans les Etats Unis, et les consuls et vice consuls des

Etats Unis etablis en France, y exerceront la police sur
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tons les batimens de leurs nations respectives et auront

abord des dits batimens tout pouvoir et jurisdiction

dans toutes les discussions qui pourront y survenir.

lis auront una entiere inspection sur les dits batimens,

leurs equipages, les changemens, et les remplacemens

a y faire, ainsi que pour tout ce qui concernera leur

navigation, et I'observation de leurs loix, ordonnances,

reglemens respectifs. lis pouiTont se transporter abord

des batimens de leur nation arrivant dans les ports,

ha\Tes ou rades respectifs, et ce aussi souvent qu'ils le

jugeront apropos pour I'acquit de leiu* charge sans

qu'aucun officiers des douanes, de police, ou autres

puissent les en empecher. lis pourront faire arreter tout

batiment portant le pavilion de leur nation respective,

le faire sequestrer, et meme, le renvoyer respectivement

de France dans les Etats Unis et des Etats Unis en

France, et faire an'eter sans difficult^ tout capitaine

patron, matelot ou passager de leur dite nation respec-

tive, lis pourront reclamer les matelots, deserteurs,

et les vagabonds de leui' nation respective, les faire

arreter et detenir dans le pays ou les renvoyer et faire

transporter hors du pays. II suffira que les consuls ou

vice consuls respectifs, puissent justifier que ces matelots,

deserteurs et vagabonds de telle nation qu'ils pviissent

etre d'ailleiu"s, sont inscrits, siu" leur registre ou portes

sur le role de 1' equipage, et I'une ou I'autre de ces deux

pieces etant suffisantes poiu- fonder la validite de la

reclamation, de la detention, et de la deportation des

dits matelots, deserteurs, et vagabonds, aucun d'iceux,

Frangois ou Americain ne pourra dans les pays respectifs

par lui meme ou par autrui reclamer les loix ou I'autorite

locale, interdisant sur ce toute connoissance k tous

tribunaux, juges et officiers quelconques. Dans tous

ces cas, les dits matelots, deserteurs et vagabonds seront
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remis aux reclamants, quelques soient leurs engage-

ments, et ils ne pourront devenir engages, retenus ou

soustraits en aucune maniere quelconque et par qui ce

soit, nationaux ou etrangers a la perquisition que les

dits consuls ou vice consuls, en feront faire par personnes

autorisees par eux et chargees d'une requisition signee

d'eux; et pour I'ex^cution de toutes les dispositions ce

dessus les gouverneui's, commandans, chefs de la justice,

les corps des tribunaux ou autres officiers des pays

respectifs y ayant autorite, seront tenus et obliges de

preter main forte aux consuls et vice consuls respectifs

et sur une simple requisition signee d'eux sauf a faire

arreter, detenir et garder dans les prisons a la disposition

et aux frais des dits consuls et vice consuls, les matelots,

deserteurs, et les vagabonds reclames jusqu' a ce qu'ils

ayent occasion de les faire embarquer et sortir du pays.

Et si les dits matelots, deserteurs, et vagabonds dans

la vue d'eluder leur renvoi alliguaient qu'ils veulent

retourner a Icur patrie pour devenir sujets de S. M. T. C.

ou des Etats Unis, respectivement, on n'aura aucun

egard a cette assertion.

ARTICLE XIII

Dans les cas ou les sujets respectifs auront commis
quelque crime contre quelqu'un des habitans du pays,

qui m^rite punition exemplair, ils seront justiciables

des juges du pays.

ARTICLE XIV

Les consuls et vice consuls du roi T. C. etablis dans

les Etats Unis, et les consuls et vice consuls des Etats

Unis etablis en France, y connoitront, a I'exclusion des

tribunaux du pays, de tons les differens et proces, qui

pourront naitre k ten-e entre les capitaines, patrons,
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equipages, passagers et commergans de leur nation

respective. lis les accorderont amiablement ou les

jugeront sommaii'ement, et sans frais, pom- I'appel de

leur jugemens etre porte respectivement aux tribunaux

de France et des Etats Unis, qui jugent en dernier

ressort, et qui devront en connoitre. lis exerceront ces

fonctions de justice, privee, ou de police necessaire sans

qu'aucun des officiers militaires, de justice ou de police

du pays, puissent s'y immiseer et y intervenir en auciflie

maniere. Dans tous les cas ou il surviendra aussi entre

les negotians Francois demeiu-ant en France, et leur

compatriotes etablis ous la protection du roi tres Chre-

tien dans les Etats Unis, des differens proces pour raisou

de leur commerce, ainsi qu'il en surviendra de meme
entre les negotians Americains domicilies dans les Etats

Unis, et leurs compatriotes etablis sous la protection des

Etas Unis dans le royuame de France, pareillement pour

raison de lem' commerce, les dits differens et proces

seront instruits et juges, sommairement et sans frais,

entre eux, chacun par le consul ou vice consul de leur

nation respective et les appels du jugement portes aux
tribunaux respectifs qui jugent en dernier ressort, soit en

France, soit dans les Etats Unis. A Fegard des autres

differens et proces, qui poiuront naitre entre les sujets

du roi T. C. et ceux des Etats Unis, dans les etats

respectifs, soit comme demandeurs, soit comme de-

fendeurs, les uns envers les autres tant a I'occasion des

fournitures, marches, trafic, qu'ils feront ensembles, et

des soldes qui en resulteront, que des lettres de change,

assurances, avaries, faillities et de toutes autres causes

civiles, et criminelles, relatives au commerce, ils seront

portes dans le pays devant les tribunaux que de^Tont

en connoitre en premiere instance et par appel, sans que

sous aucune pretexte les consuls et vice consuls respectifs

puissent s'y immiscer en aucime maniere.
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ARTICLE XV

L'utilite generale du commerce ayant fait etablir en
France des Iribunaux et des formes particulieres pour
acceldrer la decision des affaires de commerce, les nego-

tians Americains jouiront du benefice de ces etablisse-

mens en France, et les Etats Unis procureront des

avantages equivalents et coincidents avec ces tribunaux

et ces formes en faveur des negotians Frangois dans les

affaires de merae nature.

ARTICLE XVI

Les sujets du roi tres chretien, et ceux des Etats Unis,

qui justifieront etre du corps de la nation respective, le

certificat du consul ou vice consul du district faisant

mention de leurs noms, surnoms, et du lieu de leur

ctablissement comme inscrits dans les registres du con-

sulat, ne pourront perdre pom- telle cause que ce soit

dans les domaines et etats respectifs, la qualite de

sujets du pays dont ils sont originaires, conformement a

I'article 11 du traite d'amitie et de commerce du 6

Fevrier 1778, dont les present article servira d'interpre-

tation en cas de besoin; et les dits sujets respectifs

jouiront, en consequence, de I'exemption de tous services

personnels dans Ic lieu de leur ctablissement, et en outre,

ils ne pourront y etre assujettis a aucune taxe relative

a r Industrie.

ARTICLE XVII

Toutes les stipulations ci dessus fondces sur una
exacte reciprocite, servii'ont dordnavant de regies, fixes,

et invariables pour tous les objets, sur lesquels elles

portent; mais si quelque autre nation conserve ou
acquiert. h tcl titre que ce soit, ou en vertu d'une con-

vention quelconquc, un traitement plus favorable soit en
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France, soit dans les Etats Unis, relativement aux
consuls, vice consuls et agens, et a leur pre-eminences,

pouvoirs, autorite et privileges, les consuls, vice consuls

et agens du roi tres chi"etien dans les Etats Unis, et les

consuls, vice consuls et agens des Etats Unis en Frances

y participeront aux termes stipules par Particle 11 du
dit trait e d'amitie et de commerce conclu entre le roi

tres Chretien et les Etats Unis.

ARTICLE XVIII

Les ratifications de la presente convention, seront

donnees en bonne forme et echangees de part et d'autre

dans I'espace de six mois, ou plutot si falre se peut.

En foy de quoi, &c.

Conforme a I'original reste par devers nous.

Le Chevalier de la Luzerne.
A Philadelphie le 24 Juillet, 1781.^

' This memorial and plan of convention were entered only in the manuscript Secret

Journal, Foreign ASairs. The following translation, in Charles Thomson's hand, was
the paper considered by Congress. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 25, II, folio 21.

[Translation]

A Plan of a Convention

Between the Most Christian King and the United States of North America, for the

purpose of determining and fixing the functions and prerogatives of their re8X)ective

Consuls, Vice Consuls and Agents.

The Most Christian King and the thirteen United States of North America, ha\'ing

mutually granted to each other by the 29 article of the Treaty of Amity and Com-
merce concluded between them the power of keeping in their respective States Con-

suls, Vice Consuls and agents, and being willing in consequence thereof to determine

and fix in a lasting manner, and on terms of equality the functions and prerogatives

of the said Consuls, Vice Consuls and Agents, have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

The Consuls and Vice Consuls named by the Most Christian King and the United
States, shall be obliged to present their appointments on their arrival in the respective

States, and there shall be delivered to them the exequatur necessary for the exercise

of their functions, and upon the exhibition which they shall make of that exequatur,

the Governors, Presidents, Commandants, Chief Judges, Magistrates of the place
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A report of the Board of War on the memorial of the owTiers

aud drivers of different brigades of waggons was read

:

Footnote—Continued

.

tribunalo and other officers exercising authority in the porta and places of their Consul-

ships shall cause them to enjoy there immediately and without difficulty the pre-

eminences authority and privileges mutually granted, without exacting from the

said Consuls and Vice Consuls any duty or emoluments, under any pretext whatsoever.

The Respective Consuls shall have power to establish Vice Consuls in the different

Ports and places within their departments, where necessary: There shall in like

manner be delivered to them the exequator necessary for the exercise of their functions,

and upon the exhibition which they shall make of the said exequatur, they shall be

admitted and recognized in the terms and according to the Powers, authority and
pri\'ilege8 stipulated by the 1, 5, and 6 articles of this present Convention.

The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall only be taken from among the natural

bom subjects of the power nominating them. They shall all be appointed by their

respective Sovereign, and in Consequence of such appointment they shall not exercise

any traffic or commerce whatsoever either on their own account, or on account of any

other.

4

The respective Consuls shall have power to establish agents in the different Ports

and places within their department where necessary. These agents may be chosen

from among the Merchants of their nation or strangers, and shall bo furnished with a

Commiesion from one of the said Consuls, and shall respectively be authorized to

render to their respective merchants seamen and vessels all possible service, and to

inform the nearest Consul or Vice Consul of the wants of the said merchants, sea-

men and vessels; but the said agents shall not in any respect participate in the immu-
nities, rights and privileges granted to Consuls and Vice Consuls by the present

Convention. Nor shall they exact any duty by virtue of their appointment under any
pretence whatsoever.

5

The Consuls and Vice Consuls the officers of the consulship and generally all persons

attached to the Consular functions shall respectively enjoy a full and entire immunity
for their persons papers and houses. They shall be exempted from all personal

service, and public offices, from finding quarters for soldiers, from militia duties, from

watch, ward, guardianship curalelle, and from all duties, taxes, imposts and charges

whatsoever, save on real estates which they shall own, which shall be subject to

the Taxes imposed on the estates of all other individuals. They shall be at liberty

to fix upon the outer door of their house the arms of their Sovereign, provided always

that this mark of distinction, shall not give to the said house the right of asylum to

any malefactor or criminal, who shall take refuge there; but he shall be immediately

delivered up on the first requisition aud without any difficidty.
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the superintendant

of finance.

Footnote—Continued

.

6

The Most Christian King and also the United States, shall p;ive precise and effectual

orders in the ports and places within their jurisdiction, that no let or hindrance be
given to the hmeral rites and obsequies of any subject of the one or the other nation,

who shall die within the territories of the other.

In all cases, generally whatever respecting the police and administration of justice,

where it shall be necessary to have a judicial declaration of the said Consuls and Vice

Consuls respectively, the Governor, President, Commandant, Chief Judges Magis-

trates of the place, tribunals or other officers whatever at their respective residence or

Consulate ha\lng authority there shaU be bound to give them notice thereof in writing

or by sending to them a ci\'il or militaiy officer to inform them of the object in vievr

and the necessity there is of going to them, and demanding from them that declaration,

and the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, shall be bound on their part, readily and bona
fide to do what shall be required of them on those occasions.

8

The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall have power to establish a Chancery,

for depositing the Consular acts and deliberations, the effects left by persons deceased

or saved from shipwreck, also the testaments, obligations, contracts, and in general

all the acts and proceedings made and done by or between people of their nation.

They shall of consequence have power to appoint capable persons to manage that

Chancerj', to admit them into office, to administer an oath to them, to give them the

keeping of the Seal, and the right of sealing the Commissions, judgements and other

acts of consulship and also to execute the office of Notaries and scribes.

The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall have the exclusive right of receiving

in their Chancery or on board of vessels the declarations and all other acts, which the

captains, masters, seamen, passengers and merchants of their nation shall be willing

to give there, and their testament and other dispositions of a last will, and the copies

of the said acts duly authenticated by the said Consuls or Vice Consuls, and imder the

seal of their Consulship shall be admitted in all Courts of Justice in France and the

United States. They shall also have the exclusive right of making inventories and
liquidating accounts and of proceeding to the sale of the personal effects left by
the subjects of their nation who shall happen to die in the respective States. They
shall proceed therein, with the assistance of two merchants of their said nation whom
they shall choose and shall cause to be deposited in their Chancery the effects and
papers of the said successions, nor shall any officer ci^•il or militarj-, of justice, or of

the police of the Country be allowed to give them any interruption or disturbance

whatever. But the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, shall not be at liberty to deliver

up the property or the produce thereof, to the lawful heirs or their attorneys, until

they have caused to be discharged all the debts which the deceased may have con-

tracted in the Country by judgment by acts or by bills, the writing and signature of
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The committee to whom was refeiTed the letter, of 20,

from the superintendant of finance; and

Footnote—Continued.

which shall be proved and certified by two noted merchants of the nation of the said

deceased, and in all other cases the payment of debts shall not be ordained, but upon
the creditors giving sufficient security by a Bondsman resident there, to return the

sums unduly received, both principal interest and costs, which securities however
shall be duly discharged after one year in time of peace, and after two years in

time of war, if a demand in discharge cannot before that time be made against the

heirs who shall appear.
10

The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall receive the declarations and protests

of all Captains and Masters of their respective nations on account of damages at sea

by leakage or throwing goods overboard, even though Foreign Merchants are inter-

ested in the Cargo; or the Captains and masters shall lodge in the Chancery of the

said Consuls and Vice Consuls the protests, which they shall make in other Ports on

account of the accidents that have happened to them during their voyage; and in

both cases the said Consuls and Vice Consuls respectively shall settle the damage
without delay by experienced persons of their nation whom they shall name ex officio

and by experienced persons equally of each nation, where a stranger is interested in

the cargo.

11

In case either by tempest or other accident, the ships or vessels of France shall be

wrecked on the Coast of the United States, or the ships or vessels of the United States

shall be wrecked on the Coast of France, the Consul or Vice Consul nearest to the

place of shipwreck, shall have power to do whatever he shall judge proper, as well

for saving the ship or vessel, her cargo and appurtenances as for storing and securing

the effects and merchandize saved . He shall have power to take an inventory of them,

nor shall any military officers nor officers of the Customs, or naval officers nor officers of

Justice or of the police of the Coimtry be allowed to interfere farther than by affording

to the Consuls and Vice Consuls, the Captain and Crew of the vessel wrecked or

stranded all the assistance and favour required of them either for the speedily saving

and securing the effects, or for preventing the disorders, which too frequently accom-

pany such accidents, to prevent all Interference of jurisdictions in case of shipwrecks,

it is agreed that where there is no Consul or Vice Consul to assist in saving the wreck,

or where the residence of the said Consul or Vice Consul not being at the place shall

be farther distant than that of a competent territorial judge, this latter shall immedi-

ately promote with all expedition, the saving the wreck and the measures prescribed

by their respective laws, provided always, that the Territorial Judge shall retire upon

the coming of the Consul or Vice Consul, to whom he shall transfer the whole and

commit the farther prosecution of the measures by him taken and the Consul or Vice

Consul shall reimburse him the expences incurred. The merchandize saved shall be

deposited in the nearest custom house or other nearest place of security, if there shall

be no custom house, with an inventory made out by the Consul or Vice Consul, or in

their absence by the judge who shall have had cognizance thereof, in order that the

said merchandizes may after payment of the expenco be afterwards delivered without

any formal process to the owners, who being furnished with a release from the ueareat

86382°—VOL 21—12 3
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TKe Committee to whom was referred the letter from the Superin-
tendant [of] Finance of the 20^ instant respecting the supplying the

S. Carolina and Georgia Prisoners lately exchanged and their famiUes
with rations &c. beg leave to Report the following resolutions Viz.

Footnote—Continued.

Consul or Vice Consul shall reclaim them in person or by attorney, either for the pur-

pose of reexporting the merchandizes, in which case they shall not pay any kind
of duties on exportation, or for the purpose of selling them in the country, if they are

not there prohibited, and in this case the said merchandize being damaged an abate-

ment shall be made on the import duties proportioned to the damage suffered, which
shall be determined by the verbal process stated at the time of the wreck or stranding.

12

The Consuls and Vice Consuls of the Most Christian Eing established in the United
States, and the Consuls and Vice Consuls of the United States in France, shall there

exercise the police over all the vessels of their respective nations, and shall have on
board the said vessels all power and jurisdiction in all discussions which can arise

thei'e. They shall have the entire inspection over the said vessels, their crews, the

changes and the recompenses for making them, and also for whatever shall concern

their navigation, and the observance of their respective laws ordinances and regula-

tions.

They shall be at liberty to go on board the vessels of their nation arriving in the

respective ports havens and roads, and that as often as they shall judge necessaiy for

the performance of their office, nor shall any officers of the customs, or of the police or

any other persons whatever prevent them.

They shall be at Uberty to arrest and sequester all the vessels carrying the flag of

their respective nation, and even to send them back respectively from France to the

United States, and from the United States to France, and to arrest without any diffi-

culty every captain master, seaman or passenger of their respective nation.

They shall be at liberty to reclaim sailors, deserters and the vagabonds of their

respective nation, and to arrest and detain them in the country' or to send them away
and cause them to be transported out of the country: It shall be sufficient that the

Consuls or Vice Consuls respectively can prove that the sailors, deserters and vaga-

bonds, of what nation soever they be are inserted in the registers, or entered on the

roU of the crew, and the one or other of these two pieces being sufficient to establish

the validity of the claim and detention and of the transportation of the said seamen,

deserters and vagabonds, none of them whether French or American shall in the

respective countries either by himself or others, be at liberty to claim the benefit of

the laws or authority of the country, all tribimals, judges and officers whatsoever being

interdicted from all cognizance thereof. In all these cases, the said seamen, deserters

and vagabonds shall be delivered to the reclaimers, whatever may be their engage-

ments, and they shall not be engaged, detained or withdrawn in any manner, or by
any person whatever, whether natives or foreigners, upon the requisition which the

said Consuls or Vice Consuls shall cause to be made by persons authorised by them
and entrusted with the requisition signed by them.

And for the execution of all the regulations above-mentioned, the governors, com-

mandants, chief judges, magistrates of the place, tribunals, and other officers of the
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That the Superintcndant of Finance contract for supplying such

of the said late Prisoners and their famiUes with rations as shall

obtain a certificate from some person to be appointed by the Dele-

gates of the said two States—and that the Commissioners who were

Footnote—Continued

respective countrieg having authority there, shall be held and bound to assist the

respective Consuls and ^'ice Consuls, and upon a simple requisition signed by them,

eaWng the power of arresting, to detain and keep in prison, at the disposal and cost

of the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, the sailors, deserters and vagabonds reclaimed,

until they shall have an opportunity of putting them on board and sending them out

of the country.
13

In case the subjects respectively shall commit any crime against any inhabitants

of the country which deserves exemplary punishment, they shall be tried by the

judges of the country.
14

The Consuls and \'ice Consuls of the Most Christina King established in the United
States, and the dinsuls and Vice Consuls of the United States established in France

ehall to the exclusion of the tribunals of the country have cognizance there of all

differences and processes which shall arise on land between the captains, masters,

crews, passengers and traders of their respective nations. They shall settle them in

an amicable manner, or decide them summarily and without costs, and the appeal

hum their judgments shall be caxi'ied respectively to the tribunals of France and
the United States, that judge in the last resort and that ought to have cognizance

thereof. They shall exercise these offices of private justice and of necessary police,

nor shall any military officer, nor any officer of justice or of police in the country

intermeddle or interpose in any manner whatever.

In case any differences or suits on account of their commerce shall hajjpen either

between French merchants living in France and their countrjrmen settled under the

protection of the most Christian King in the United States, or between the American
merchants dwelling in the United States and their countrymen settled under the

protection of the United States in the Kingdom of France, the said differences and
suits shall be brought to trial and decided between them in a summary way and
without cxpence by the Consul or Vice Consul of their respective nation, and the

appeals from their judgment shall be to the respective tribunals which judge in the

last resort, whether in France or in the United States.

With respect to all other differences and suits that may arise between the subjects

of the Most Christian King and those of the United States in the respective countries

either as plaintiffs or defendents one against another, as well on account of bargains

and traffic one with another and the payments to be made in consequence thereof,

as fcir bills of exchange, insurances, damages at sea, bankruptcies, and all other causes

civil and criminal relative to commerce, they shall be prosecuted in the country before

the tribunals which ought to take cognizance thereof in the first instance and by
appeal nor shall the respective Consuls and Vice Consuls under any pretence inter-

meddle therein in any manner.
15

The general advantage of commerce having given occasion to establish in France
certain tribunals and particular forms for the speedy determination of commercial
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appointed on the 24**' instant to collect a loan and donation for the

relief of the said sufferers, do out of the first monies which shall come
into their hands for the purpose aforesaid pay into the hands of the

said Superintendant of Finance so much of the said money as will

from time to time enable him to discharge the said contract.'

The committee appointed "to confer with the superin-

tendant of finance on the means proper to be adopted for the

Footnote—Continued.

matters, the American merchants shall enjoy the benefits of those establishments in

France and the United States shall procure equal advantages coinciding with the

tribunals and forms in favor of the French merchants in matters of the same nature.

16

The subjects of the Most Christian King and those of the United States, who shall

prove that they are under the laws of their respective nation, the certificate of the

Consul or Vice Consul of the district mentioning their names surnames and place of

abode as inserted in the registers of the Consulship, shall not for any cause whatever

lose in the respective dominions and States, the quality of subjects of the country

to which they originally belong, conformably to the 11 article of the treaty of amity
and commerce of the 6 Feby. 1778, of which this present article shall serve for an
interpretation if occasion require, and the said subjects respectively shall consequently

enjoy an exemption from all personal services in the place of their residence and
moreover they shall not be subject to any tax relative to labour.

17

All the stipulations abovementioned being founded on an exact reciprocity shall

henceforth serve for regulating fixing and rendering invariable all the objects to which
they relate. But if any other Nation enjoys, or acquires under any title or in -virtue

of any convention whatever a more favorable treatment either in France or in the

United States with regard to Consuls, Vice Consuls and agents, and their preeminences

powers authority and pri^alege^, the Consuls, Vice Consuls and agents of the most
Christian King in the United States, and the Consuls, Vice Consuls and agents of the

United States in France shall participate therein, agreeably to the terms of the 11

article of the said treaty of amity and commerce, concluded between the Most Christian

King and the United States.

18

The ratifications of this present convention shall be delivered in good form and
exchanged by one party and by the other in the space of 6 months or sooner if possible

In testimony whereof &c. agreeable to the original remaining with us.

Philadelphia the 24"' July. 1781.

(Signed) Le Chev. de la Luzerne.
' This report, in the writing of Samuel Livermore, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 329. It was ordered to be filed September 29, aa

the indorsement shows.
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purpose of defraying the expences of the delegates of such

of the states as from the events of the war may be unable to

provide for their support during their attendance in Con-

gress; also on the means for paying the salaries due to the

civil officers and the clerks of the boards and offices inunedi-

ately under Congress", delivered in their reports.

The report of the committee on the letter and papers from

the president of New Hampshire was taken into considera-

tion ; and after debate,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, JULY 28, 1781

Ordered, That the memorial from the hon^'^ the Minister

plenipotentiary of France, and the plan of a convention for

regulating the powers and privileges of consuls, vice consuls

and agents, be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [Nicholas]

Van Dyke, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth.'

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-

upon,

Ordered, That a memorial of James Wharton, with the

papers attending it, be referred to the Board of Treasury,

and that they confer with the superintendant of finance on

the subject thereof;

War.

That a letter, of 27, from E. Smith, be referred to the

Board of Treasury.*

• These two paragraphs were also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs.

^ This report, in the writing of Elias Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folioa 201 and 203. Smith's letter is in No. 78, XXI, folio 91;

Wharton's memorial, dated July 25, 1781, is in No. 78, XXIV, folio 333; the letter

of transmittal is on folio 329.
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A letter from Abr" Haryls and Ebenezer Richmond was
read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee on the letter and papers from the president of

New Hampshire, and, some time being spent thereon

:

Tkeasuey Office July 27'^ 1781

The Board beg leave to lay before the United States in Congress

assembled a letter from M' Thomas Hutcliins Geographer of the

United States dated the 26"" instant requesting, beyond the payment
of his debts here, an advance of 2000 dollars specie to enable him to

join the Southern army. The Board also inform Congress they have

no means in their power to supply any part of the sums demanded.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, JULY 30, 1781

A letter, of 28, from Captain J. P. Jones, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance to take order.

A letter, of 20, from E. Blaine, commissar}'^ general of

purchases, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery,

Mr. T[homas] Smith, Mr. [Isaac] Motte, the remaining mem-
bers of the two committees on the mode of settling the

quartermaster's and commissary's accounts.

The delegates of New Jersey laid before Congress a letter,

of 23, from E. Dayton

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
A letter, of 30, from P. S. Du Ponceau, was read.^

The Board of War, to whom was referred the application

of Lieutenant Marcellin, delivered in a report; Whereupon,
' Thia report is in the Papers of the Continenlal Congress, No. 136, V, folio 419, and

waa read on this day, as the indorsement shows.
- Daj^ton's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 399;

Du Ponceau's is in No. 59, III, folio 45.
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At the Board of War July 28'!!^ 1781.
Present M"' Peters

Col. Grayson

Genl. Cornell.

The Board have consiilered the application of Lieutenant Marcellin

for permission to go to France on some family affairs also General

St Clair's certificate importing that (from the particular situation

of the Regiment to which he is attached) the service will not be

injured by his absence.

The Board therefore Report,

Ordered, That Lieutenant Marcellin, of the 2d Pennsyl-

vania regiment, have leave of absence till the 1st day of

I\Iay, 1782, for the purpose of going to France on private

business.'

The committee of the week was appointed

:

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr.

[Joseph] Montgomery.

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Clymer, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Madison,
||

appointed to confer with the superintendent of finance on
the means of defraying the expence of the delegates of such

of the states, as from the events of the war may be unable to

provide for their support during their attendance in Con-

gress: also on the means for paying the salaries of the civil

oflBcers and clerks of the boards and offices immediately under

Congress, was taken into consideration; Whereupon,

The Committee appointed to confer with the superintendant of

finance on the means proper to be adopted for the purpose of defray-

ing the expenses of the Delegates of such of the States, as from the

events of the war may bo unable to provide for their support during

their attendance in Congress; also on the means for paying the

salaries due to the civil officers and the clerks of the boards or officers

immediately under Congress.

Report the following resolutions:

Resolved, That until tho said States shall be in condition to make
provision for the support of their the Delegates during their attend-

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 89.
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ance in Congress. The Superintendant of Finance be authorized and
directed to supply the said Delegates on their application a sum of

money montlily in the following proportions viz. to the Delegates of

North Carolina a sum not exceeding 200 dollars per month to tho

delegates of South Carolina a sum not exceeding 300 dollars per
month and to the delegates of Georgia -a smn not exceeding 360

dollars per month South Carolina and Georgia [to such of them as

have their families with them each] a sum not exceeding 200 dollars

per month, [and such as have not their families with them a sum not
exceeding 150 Dollars a month]: The said sums to be charged to

the said States respectively.

Rcgolwd, That for the discharging tho debts - already incurred by
the Delegates aforesaid, or any of thcni, warrants be granted on their

respective application on the Loan Officer - of the -State of -Pci
Dnsyl -

vania, for the amount of their respective debts , which sums shall bo
likewise charged to the said States respectively-

.
-

Your committee beg leave to ait again ^'

Resolved, That until the delegates for the states of North
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, shall receive remit-

tances from their respective states for then- support during

their attendance in Congress, the superintendant of finance

be authorised and directed to supply such of them as have
their families with them, a sum not exceeding two hundred
dollars per month each, and to such as have not families with

them one hundred and fifty dollars per month each, the said

sums to be charged to the said states respectively; and [that

the superintendant of finance be authorised and directed to

make provision for discharging the arrears of pay due to the

officers on the civil establishment of the United States, and
for the future payment of their salaries as the same shall

become due.p

' This report, in the writing of John Mathews, except the words in brackets, which
are in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 26, folio 301.

^ The resolution as adopted ia in the writing of Thomas McKean, except the words in

brackets which are in James Madison's writing. It is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 26, folios 305 and 307.
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A report from the Board of War on the letter from Haryls

and Richmond was read

:

Ordered, That the same, together with the letter, be

referred to the superintendant of finance to take order.

On motion of Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, seconded by Mr.

[William] Sharpe

:

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to take

into consideration the state of the American prisoners in

the power of the enemy, and report:

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [William] Sharpe,

Mr. [George] Clymer.

A letter, of this day, from J. Brown, secretary of the

Admiralty, was read, enclosing a letter, of 18, from the

eastern navy board

:

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to prisoners be

referred to the Board of War;
That the remainder be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

A report of the Board of War, on the arrangements made
and orders given by E. Cornell, at Springfield, was read;

Whereupon,

At a Board of War July 30'", 1781.

Present, M' Peters

Colonel Grayson.

The Board having considered the arrangements made and orders

given at Springfield by General Cornell when at that place, and fully

approve of the same copies whereof they have the honor to enclose,

and in order that the said arrangements may be made complete, the

Board beg leave to suggest the following resolution:

Resolved, That Jolm Bryan be continued a Captain in the labora-

tory and William Ilawes a Captain of Artificers at Springfield, and
that all and every other officer in the Laboratory or Corps of Artificers

at that place be and they hereby are discharged from the service of

the United States.'

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 97.
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That on the application of Mr. [Isaac] Motte, one of the

delegates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant issue in

his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for

eleven hundred and ten dollars like emissions, for which sev-

eral sums the said states respectively are to be accountable.

Mr. [Thomas] Bee laid before Congress accounts against

him and j\Ir. [Isaac] Motte, by Mr. HUtzeimer, for keeping

their horses in the public stables

:

Ordered, That they be transmitted to the Board of Treas-

ury, and that the amount thereof be charged to the account

of the State of South Carolina.

According to the order of the day, Congress resumed the

consideration of the report on the letter and papers from the

president of the State of New Hampshire, and after debate

:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of five

:

The members, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. [Daniel] Car-

roU, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.

[Daniel] Mowry.
The report of the committee on the report of the Board of

War respecting Major Brahme was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,

Ordered, That so much of Major Brahme's letter, of 16, as

relates to horses be refen*ed to the Board of War to take

order; and that what relates to money be referred to the

Board of Treasury the draughts made by the Board of War
for three months be at the nominal sum in bills of the new
emission.

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Clymer,

Mr. Root, Mr. Johnson, || on the letter from General Sullivan

of the 25 November, 1780, was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,

The Committee upon Gen SuUivan's letter of the 25 of Novf. hav-

ing taken the same, under their consideration, report as foUows

—
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Ordered, That the Board of Treasury pass to the credit of

General Sullivan the following sums in specie, viz. one hun-

dred dollars as a compensation for the expences incurred by
him in securing the military stores and ordnance in Fort

William and Mary, New Hampshire, in the year 1775, and
distributing them in various parts of the country for the use

of the United States; one thousand dollars for the extraor-

dinary expences, necessarily incurred by him on several

occasions, as the commanding officer in a seperate depart-

ment, for which no provision or compensation has been

made; and four hundred dollars as a reimbursement of the

expence incurred by him, after his resignation for the recov-

ery of his health, which he had lost in the service and was
thereby induced to retu-e.

With respect to his claim upon the United States set forth in his

said letter for depreciated pay: tho' they are of opinion that the

said claim is such as might justly entitle him to compensation, yet

as it must be determined on principles which will include the cases

of many others not provided for—Your Committee cannot with pro-

priety report specially thereon, but refer it to Congress whenever they

may deem it expedient to enter into the consideration.'

Ordered, That the remainder be referred to the committee

on the report of the Board of War on an allowance to the

staff of the army for depreciation;

That two members be added to that committee:

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Nicholas] Van
Dyke.

A report from the Board of War was read, enclosing

accounts against the United States for the support and
tuition of three Indian boys at Princetown; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas-

ury ; and that the Board devise ways and means for furnish-

' This report, in the writing of Oliver Ellsworth, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 443. A copy is in No. 41, IX, folio 257.
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That on the application of Mr. [Isaac] Motte, one of the

delegates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant issue in

his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for

eleven hundred and ten doUai-s like emissions, for which sev-

eral sums the said states respectively are to be accountable.

Mr. [Thomas] Bee laid before Congress accounts against

him and IMr. [Isaac] Motte, by Mr. HUtzeimer, for keeping

their horses in the public stables

:

Ordered, That they be transmitted to the Board of Treas-

ury, and that the amount thereof be charged to the account

of the State of South Carolina.

According to the order of the day, Congress resumed the

consideration of the report on the letter and papers from the

president of the State of New Hampshire, and after debate

:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of five:

The members, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. [Daniel] Car-

roll, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.

[Daniel] Mowry.
The report of the committee on the report of the Board of

War respecting Major Brahme was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,

Ordered, That so much of Major Brahme's letter, of 16, as

relates to horses be referred to the Board of War to take

order; and that what relates to money be referred to the

Board of Trcasuiy the draughts made by the Board of War
for three months be at the nominal sum in bUls of the new
emission.

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Clymer,

Mr. Root, ]\Ir. Johnson, || on the letter from General SuUivan

of the 25 November, 1780, was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,

The Committee upon Gen SuUiran's letter of the 25 of Nov^ hav-

ing taken the same, under their consideration, report as follows

—



July, 1781 819

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury pass to the credit of

General Sullivan the following sums in specie, viz. one hun-

dred dollars as a compensation for the expences incurred by

him in securing the military stores and ordnance in Fort

William and Mary, New Hampshire, in the year 1775, and

distributing them in various parts of the country for the use

of the United States ; one thousand dollars for the extraor-

dinary expences, necessarily incurred by him on several

occasions, as the commanding officer in a seperate depart-

ment, for which no provision or compensation has been

made; and four hundred dollars as a reimbursement of the

expence incurred by him, after his resignation for the recov-

ery of his health, which he had lost in the service and was
thereby induced to retu'e.

With respect to his claim upon the United States set forth in his

said letter for depreciated pay: tho' they are of opinion that the

said claim is such as might justly entitle him to compensation, yet

as it must be determined on principles which will include the cases

of many others not provided for—Your Committee cannot witli pro-

priety report specially thereon, but refer it to Congress whenever they

may deem it expedient to enter into the consideration."

Ordered, That the remainder be referred to the committee

on the report of the Board of War on an allowance to the

staff of the army for depreciation;

That two members be added to that committee:

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Nicholas] Van
Dyke.

A report from the Board of War was read, enclosing

accounts against the United States for the support and
tuition of three Indian boys at Princetown; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas-

ury ; and that the Board devise ways and means for furnish-

' This report, in the writing of Oliver Ellsworth, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 443. A copy ia in No. 41, IX, folio 257.
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ing Colonel George Morgan with the sum of one hundred and

thh-ty-seven pounds currency of New Jersey, in specie, to

enable him to pay for the support and tuition of three Indian

boys of the Delaware nation, now at Princetown college; for

which sum Colonel George Morgan is to be accountable.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.*

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST i, 1781

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a letter, of 26 July, from John Wereat, with

the papers enclosed, be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, Mr. [Daniel of

St. Thomas] Jenifer, Mr. [John] Mathews;

That the letter of the 27*'' of July from Timothy Pickering, Quar-

termaster General, addressed to the President of Congress, with its

enclosures, be also referred to a special committee.

That a letter, of 27 July, from Colonel T. Pickering, with

the papers enclosed, be refeiTed to the Board of War; ^ and

That a letter, of 31 Juh^, from Mons^ de Roquebenne, be

referred to the Boai'd of Admiralty Committee of Commerce.*

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr.

[James Mitchell] Varnum,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office, the super-

intendant of finance, and postmaster general, prepare and

report the state of the present expences of the Post Office,

and a system for regulating the same in future.

' The following motion was offered this day by James Mitchell Varnum, seconded

by John Sullivan, as the indorsement shows:

Resolved, That on the day of August next, Congress will adjourn to the first day

of November next, then to convene at in the State of

It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, I, folio 213, and in the writing

of James Mitchell Varnum.
2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 423.

* This report, in the writing of Jonathan Elmer, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 205.
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The committee to whom was referred the communications

of the hon''.'* the Minister plenipotentiary of France, delivered

in a report.'

Ordered, That on the application of ]\Ir. [William] Sharpe,

a delegate for the State of North Carolina, a wan'ant issue

on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan

office for the State of Pensylvania, in favom' of Griffith

Rutherford, brigadier-general, and Isaacs, a colonel of

militia of the State of North Carolina, lately arrived in this

city from capti\dty at St. Augustine, for the sum of three

thousand dollars new emission, to be charged to the said

State of North Carolina.

Ordered, That a member be appointed to the Board o.

Treasury in the room of Mr. T[homas] Smith, who is unable

to attend on account of sickness

:

The member, Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu.

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
seconded by ]\Ir. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu,

That a committee be appointed to enquire into the facts

mentioned in the intercepted letter of the 7th February last,

from Lord George Germain to Sir Henry Clinton, and report

the result of their inquiries to Congress.

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded

by Mr. [John] Sullivan, that that motion be postponed

;

On the question for postponing, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,

New Hampshire,
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Tlio Conimittee to whom was referred Major General Sullivan's

letter of the —, report the following Resolutions:

The United States in Congress assembled—considering the merit

and faithful services of Major General SuUivan in the Army of the

United States, from the commencement of the War untU the

day of when he resigned his ofhce of Major General

merelj' on account of his ill state of health occasioned by the fatigues

and hardsliips which he underwent m the said service,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of New Hampshire,

to make good to him the depreciation of his pay for the time he con-

tinued in service in like manner as has been done for the officers in

the line of said State now in service.

Resolved, That each State who shall advance more money than

its proportion in making good the depreciation to their Citizens, in

Continental service, shall be allowed for the same in account with

the United States.^

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1781

A letter, of 27 July, from J. Storey, was read

:

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the grant of

a sum on account of pay already due and the mode of paying

him for services since General Greene's resignation as quar-

termaster general, be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 1, from Captain O'Neill, was read:^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on

the letter of the president of the State of New Hampshire,

of the 20 June last, and the papers accompanying the same,

delivered in a report

:

The Committee to whom was recommitted the report on the Letter

of the President of the State of New Hampshire of the 20"? of June
last and the papers accompanying the same,

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 451. Another copy is in No. 41, IX, folio 261.

* O'Neill's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVII, folio 329.

86382°—vol, 21—12 i
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Report

That in the opinion of your Committee Congress are fully authorized

by the Act of Assembly of the State of New York passed October the

21, 1779, and the Act of Assembh' of the State of New Hampshire

passed the 17'^ of November in the same year to determine aU dis-

putes or differences relative to Jurisdiction which they may have

respectively with the people inhabiting the district called New
Hampshire Grants on the West side of Connecticut River and there-

fore submit the following resolve

:

That Congress will on Monday next take into consideration all

differences and disputes relative to Jurisdiction which the States of

New Hampshire and New York may respectively have with the

people inhabiting the District called New Hampshire Grants on the

West side of Connecticut River.

But should Congress be of opinion that it would tend more to the

general safety of the union and to restore peace, harmony, and good
Government in the respective States and the people inhabiting the

Territory calledVermont claiming the Jurisdiction aforesaid your Com-
mittee submit the following resolves

:

That copies of the Act of the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of the Massachusetts of the 8'^ March last respecting the

disputed Territory situate on the West side of Connecticut River

commonly called the New Hampshire Grants be transmitted to the

States of New Hampshire and New York and that it be recommended
to the said States to pass similar acts.

Tliat in case the said States shaU relinquish their respective claims

to said District called the New Hampshire Grants or the State of

Vermont bounded East by Connecticut River South by the North

Line of the State of Massachusetts, West part by Lake Champlain to

the West Luje of the Township of Dunbar from by the West Lines of

several Townships formerly granted by the Governor of New Hamp-
shire to the North West Corner of the State of Massachusetts and

bounded North by Latitude forty five degrees. The United States

in Congress Assembled will guaranty to the States of New Hampsliire

and New York all the lands respectively belonging to them lying

without the limits aforesaid and the Jurisdiction over the same
against any claims or encroachments from the people inhabiting

within the limits before described.

That in case the States of New Hampshire and New York offer to

relinquish their claims agreeable to the aforesaid recommendation of
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Congress, and the people inhabiting the Territory commonly called

Vermont shall claim or exercise Jurisdiction over any of the Territory

guarantied as above Congress will consider such acts as a denial of

the Jurisdiction of the United States in Congress Assembled as a

proof of their inimical disposition, and designs against the general

welfare of the United States and will proceed on the day of

to determme all differences between the States of New
Hampshire and New York relative to their respective boundaries.'

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration to

Morrow.

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where-
upon,

Resolved, That the arrearages and salaries due to officers

on the civil list, shall be ascertained in specie value, and

warrants for their respective balances, issued by the Board

of Treasury under their seal, upon the commissioner of the

loan office of the State where the United States in Congress

assembled, shall hold their sessions ; and where any such specie

warrants shall be granted to officers on that establishment,

which can with more convenience be discharged by the said

commissioner in paper currency issued under the act of the

18 of March, 1780, the same shall be discharged according to

the rate of depreciation at the time of payment, on a com-

parison of the same with specie

:

That to enable the loan officer to make such payment in

specie value, the Board of Treasury shall once a month, or

oftener if they shall judge proper, ascertain the depreciation

of the cuiTcncy aforesaid, and instruct the said loan officer to

make his payments agreeable thereto.

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [John] Mathews,

one of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, a war-

rant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the

continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twelve

' This report, in the writing of Daniel Carroll, is iu the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 40, II, folio 81.
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hundred dollars of the new emission, for which the State of

South Carolina is to be accountable.

That on the application of Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, another

delegate of the said State of South Carolina, a warrant

issue in his favor for fifteen hundred dollars of the new
emission, for which the State of South Carolina is to be

accountable.^

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

A.T A BoAED OF War August 2"^, 1781.

Present W Peters

Col. Grayson

General Cornell

The Board beg leave to inform Congress that there are a great

proportion of the ofTicers of the Pennsylvania Line now in the State,

who have received no pay or warrants on the Paymaster out of the

six months' pay in the new bills for which warrants were drawn in

favor of the Paymaster General, and a number of Artillerymen who
are constantly at work in the Laboratory, all of them are very press-

ing for some part of the pay due them, and we have reason to believe

many are really in a distressed situation on that account. From the

foregoing state of facts we submit the propriety of warrants being

drawn on the Paymaster General in favor of the above mentioned per-

sons for six months' nominal pay in bills of the new emission. Should

Congress approve of the measure it may be proper to resolve,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the

paymaster general, in favour of the officers, non-commissioned

officers and privates of the Pensylvania line who have not

since the fourth day of January last had warrants drawn in

their favour; and for the artillerymen at work in the labora-

tory for six months' nominal pay in bills of the new emission

on account.^

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Mont-

gomery, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Vandyke, || to

whom was referred a part of the report on General Sullivan's

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, V, folio 429.

'^ This report is in the Papers oj the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 109.
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letter of 25 of November last, was taken into consideration;

and on the question, " That it be recommended to the State

of New Hampshire to make good to General Sullivan the

depreciation of his pay for the time he continued in service,

in the like manner as has been done for the officers in the

line of the said State now in service": the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [Samuel] Livermore,

New Hampshire,

Mr. Livermore,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Partridge,

Osgood,

Rhode Island,

Mr. Mowrj'-,

Vamum,
Connecticut,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Sherman,

New York,

Mr. Duane,

L'Hommedieu,

New Jersey,

Mr. Boudinot,

Ekaer,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Montgomeiy,
Clymer,

ay}

ay
ay

ay

^y div.
no

no

ay

no

no

no

no

no

no

div.

no

no

no

H'

Delaware,

Mr. McKean, no
Van Dyke, no

Maryland,

Mr. Jenifer, no
Carrol], ay

Virginia,

Mr. Jones, no
Bland, no
M. Smith, no
Randolph, no

North Carolina,

Mr. Sharpe, ay }
'

South Carolina,

Mr. Mathews, no
Bee, no
Motte, no
Eveleigh, no

Georgia,

Mr. Walton, no
Ilowly, ay

no

div.

no

no

div.

So it passed in the negative.'

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 9 July,

from the superintendant of finance, delivered in a farther

report

:

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be assigned for

to Morrow.

' A copy of the proceedinga and vote on the Sullivan resolution as an extract from

the minutes ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress. No. 41, IX, folio 2G5.
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Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for considering the

report of the committee on the communications from the

hon^!^ the Minister of France.

A letter, of 2 January, from J. de Neuville & Sons was read.*

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
seconded by Mr. [Roger] Sherman:

Resolved, That from and after the first day of September next the

privilege of franking letters cease.

Resolved, That the Committee upon the Post Office, the Superin-

tendant of Finance and Post Master General prepare and report [the

state of the present expence of the Post Office and a] system for

regulating the same in future.^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 1781

A letter, of 23 June, from Major General Greene, with one

enclosed and directed to him from Lieutenant Colonel H. Lee,

dated 20th of the said month, was read, respecting a pro-

posal for arming in a new manner the infantry of Colonel

Lee's legion :

^

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War to

take order.

A letter, of 30th July, from General Washington; and
A letter, of 26th July, from Major General the Marquis

de la Fayette, were read.^

A letter, of 21 July, from the navy board eastern depart-

ment was read, recommending that Mr. Buckley, who has

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 145, folio 53.

^ This motion, in the writing of James Mitchell Vajnum, except the portion in

brackets which is in Thomas McKean's writing, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, I, folio 209.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, II, folio 187.

* Washington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio

179; Lafayette's is in No. 156, folio 204.
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served as a master of the Alliance from her first going to

sea may be promoted to a lieutenancy in the ship

:

Ordered, That the navy board eastern department be

informed that as there is no vacancy Congress do not think

proper to agree to the recommendation.

A memorial of the delegates, as agents for the State of

New York, respecting the controverted jm-isdiction of the

district called the New Hampshire Grants, was read.'

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Sharpe,

Mr. Clymer,|| appointed to take into consideration the state

of the American prisoners in the powei of the enemy, report.

That they have collected together and cm'sorily looked

into various evidences of the treatment om* unhappy fellow-

citizens, prisoners with the enemy, have heretofore and still

do meet with, and find the subject of so important and
serious a nature as to demand much greater attention, and
fuller consideration, than the present distressed situation of

those confined on board the prison-ships at New York will

now admit of; wherefore, they beg leave to make a partial

report, and desire leave to sit again:

They accordingly submitted a report; Whereupon,

Resolved, That it appears to Congi-ess that a very large

number of marine prisoners and citizens of these United

States, taken by the enemy, are now close confined on board

prison-ships in the harbom' of New York:

That the said prison-ships are so unequal in size to the

number of prisoners, as not to admit of a possibility of pre-

serving life in this warm season of the year, they being

crowded together in such a manner as to be in danger of

suffocation, as well as exposed to every kind of putrid and
pestilential disorder

:

That no circumstances of the enemy's particular situation

can justify this outrage on humanity, it being contrary to

' This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 40, II, folio 37.
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the usage and custom of civilized nations, thus deUberately

to murder their captives in cold blood, as the enemy will

not assert that prison-ships, equal to the number of prisoners,

cannot be obtained so as to afford room sufficient for the

necessary purposes of life

:

That the enemy do daily improve these distresses to inlist

and compel many of our citizens to enter on board their

ships of war, and thus to fight against their fellow-citizens

and dearest connections:

That the said marine prisoners, until they can be ex-

changed, should be supplied with such necessaries of cloathing

and provisions as can be obtained to mitigate their present

sufferings

:

That, therefore, the Commander in Chief be, and he is

hereby, instructed to remonstrate to the proper officer

within the enemy's lines, on the said unjustifiable treatment

of our marine prisoners, and demand, in the most express

terms, to know the reasons of this unnecessary severity

towards them; and that the Commander in Chief transmit

such answer as may be received thereon, to Congress, that

decided measures for due retaliation may be adopted, if a
redress of these evils is not immediately given

:

That the Commander in Chief be, and he is hereby, also

instructed to direct the supplying the said prisoners with

such provisions and light clothing, for their present more
comfortable subsistence, as may be in his power to obtain,

and in such manner as he may judge most advantageous for

these United States.^

Ordered, That the committee have leave to sit again.

The report of the committee on the letter from the presi-

dent of New Hampshire, with the papers enclosed, was taken

into consideration, and after debate:

' This report, in the writing of Eliaa Boudinot, in in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 28, folio 49.
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Ordered, That it, together with a motion made by Mr.

[Elias] Boudinot, seconded by j\Ii-, Mathcwa [John] Sullivan,

be re-committed.^

The Board of War, to whom was referred part of the

letter of J. Storey, delivered in a report; ^^'^lerellpon,

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com-

missioner of the continental loan oflEice for the State of Pen-

sylvania, in favour of John Storey, late assistant quarter-

master, for two hundred dollars in specie on account of his

former pay, for which sum Major General Greene, late

quartermaster general, is to be accountable;

That J. Storey, late assistant quartermaster, settle the

pay due for his services from the time of the late quarter-

master general's resignation until the twenty-fii'st day of

April last with Major General Greene, and from and after

the said twenty-first day of April he shall settle his accounts

for pay with the auditors of the army and receive warrants

for such sums as may be found due, from the Commander
in Chief on the paymaster general in the usual manner.^

The delegates for the State of New York laid before Con-

gress sundry papers relative to the subject contained in the

letter, of 27 July, from Colonel T, Pickering: ^

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.
' Boudinot'a motion was as follows:

Raolved, That a Committee of be appointed to repair to and

there to meet Committees from the State of New York and New Hampshire and the

people inhabiting &.". in order to settle and adjust the terms on which the said people

may be recognized as a free and independent State and received into the General

Union.

It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 40, II, folio 82.

* This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 113.

' These papers are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio

427^51.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1781

A letter, of 2, from General Washington, with sundry

papers enclosed, was read :

'

Ordered, That the same be refeiTed to a committee of

three:

The members, I\Ir. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot,

Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum.

A letter, of 4, from the governor of Maiyland, with sundry-

papers enclosed touching the movements and destination of

the enemy's force up Chesapeak Bay :

^

Ordered, That the same be referi'ed to the Board of War,

and that copies be sent to the presidents of the States of

Pensylvania and Delaware.

A letter, of 28 July, from the governor of Virginia, was

read.^

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-

upon,

Ordered, That a letter, of July 17, from Udney Hay be

referred to the Board of Treasm-y

;

That a petition and account of John Chesnut and Leonard

Martz be referred to the Board of War.

A report from the Board of Treasury, on the accounts of

A. Lee, esq. was read, wherein pm^uant to the order of 29

May last, they state his extraordinary expences in Europe,

including articles purchased, and said to be returned as per

account, livres 19,836:14:6; and his ordinary expences in

Europe, and from Boston, livres 135,361:3:10; that the

sum charged by Mr. Lee, for supplies sent to the

State of Virginia, (part of the moneys he received for

the public use,) amounting to livres 66,853:0:10 are

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 183. It

is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 324.

^ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 481.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, II, folio 117.
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acknowledged to have been received, and for which the

governor and council of that State, by their certificate,

dated the 13 of March last, and filed in the treasury office,

promise to account with the United States; and that there

remains due to him for his salary, and that of his secretary,

the sum of two thousand two hundred and thirty-eight

pounds, seventeen shillings and nine pence, sterling; Where-
upon,

Treasuky Office Aug 6"^ 1781

In compliance with the order of Congress of the 29"" of May the

Accounts of the Hon**!* Arthur Lee were committed for settlement

and the Commissioners of Accounts and Auditor General have twice

reported to this Board thereon, as appears by their reports N? 2290

and 2396 herewith submitted. In addition to the Reports aforesaid

tliis Board beg leave to state the following facts

:

That genuine and original invoices appear from Gardoqui & Sons

of Bilboa and M? Bondfield of Bordeaux to about the amount of

their Drafts on M"' Leo paid by Grand his Banker.

That ten different Invoices of goods have been slxipped by Gardoqui

& Sons from Bilboa amounting to 673,568 rials vellon and thirty

two Marvedics, six of which appear to have been shipped for the port

of Boston and consigned to Elbridge Gerry, but are not accompanied

with any bills of lading, receipts or writings whatever, whereby any
person can be charged or in any way made accountable.

The four remaining Invoices appear to have been shipped for "any
port of the thirteen United States" and addressed to "any of the

continental agents"—for wliicli there are bills of lading, but no

receipts or writing whatever, whereby any Person can be charged,

or in any way made accountable for them. That two invoices of

goods appear to have been sliipped by John Bondfield at Bordeaux
for the Ports of Boston and Virginia amounting to 54,178 Livros

19 Sols and two deniers and consigned to the Continental agent of

Congress, but no receipts or writings whatever whereby any person

can be charged or in any way made accountable. That the other

parts of M.'- Lee's accounts appear to be stated agrcably to the inten-

tion of Congress Mr Lee having declared upon his honor in writing

that liis accounts of expences, ordinary and extraordinary, are to the

best of his knowledge justly charged.



834 Journals of Congress

That the sum charged by Mr. Lee for supplies sent to the State of

Virginia (part of the monies he received for the public use) amount-

ing to 66,853:0:10 are acknowledged to have been received, and

for wliich the Governor and Council of that State by their Certifi-

cate dated the 13 of March last, and filed in this Office, promise to

account with the United States.

If the United States in Congress Assembled agree to this State, the

Accounts of Mr. Lee's Foreign Transactions are closed, and there

remains due to him for his salary and that of his Secretary, by the

Report of the Commissioners of the Chambers of Accounts of the

27th of December last the sum of Two thousand two hundred thirty

eight pounds seventeen shillings and nine pence Sterling.'

Resolved, That Congress agree to the report, allowing the

foregoing accounts to the credit of Mr. A. Lee.

[A letter, of this day, from John Owen, was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury.

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of the

1st, from Captain O'Neil, delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Wae Office August 6"? 17S1

Present M' Peters

Col. Grayson

SlE,

The Board have considered the memorial of Capt. O'Neal referred

to them by Congress, and beg leave to observe, that much time was

spent last winter and a full investigation made into his claims and

pretentions upon which Congress passed their acts of the 2P* of

February and 5"^ of March last. The Board think it unnecessary to

observe farther.

Therefore report as their opinion that the prayer of the Memorialist

is altogether inadmissible either upon principles of pohcy or utihty.'

Resolved, That Captain O'Neil be informed that the

request contained in his letter of the 1st instant cannot be

complied with.]^

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, V, toiio 433.

2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVII, folio 333.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 117.

* The portion in brackets was entered by George Bond.
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The committee of the week, Mr. [George] Partridge, Air.

[James] Duane, [Mr. Richard] Howly.

Adjoui-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1781

A memorial of Colonel James Livingston was read

:

Ordered, That it be refen-ed to the Board of War.

A memorial of Ryer Shermerhorn was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury.

Ordered, That the Board of War advance to Major Brahme
such a sum as they judge necessary to enable him to leave

town and proceed agreeably to the orders of his superior

officer.

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-
upon,

Ordered, That a memorial of Jacob Schreiber; and
A petition of John Francis be referred to the Board of War.^

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Mathews, Mr. Varnum,
Mr. Ellsworth,

II to whom were referred the letters of the 1st

and 5 July, from the governor of New York, delivered in a

report; WTiereupon,

It appearing to Congi-ess from the representation of Gov-
ernor Clinton and other information, that commissions have

been granted by the governor of the State of Connecticut, for

the purpose of suppressing commerce from the enemy into

that State, authorising the persons to whom those commis-

sions are granted, among other things, to go on Long Island

and other islands adjacent, and seize the goods and mer-

' Thia report, in the writmg of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress. No. 32, folio 211.

Livingston's memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, V,
folio 234; Schermerhom'a memorial is in No. 42, VII, folio 107; Schreiber'e memorial,

dated August 6, 1781, is in No. 41, IX, folio 171; Francis's petition is in No. 42, 111,

folio 73.
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chandize they should there find, the property of British sub-

jects; and that the said commissions are attended with many
abuses dangerous to the public, as well as distressing to

citizens and friends of these United States, inhabiting the

said Islands, some of whom, under pretext of the powers con-

tained in such commissions, have been plundered of their

property, and otherwise evilly treated ; and that the further

continuance of the said commissions would in:ipede the public

service in that quarter; therefore,

Resolved, That the governor of the State of Connecticut be,

and he is hereby, desu*ed inunediately to revoke the said

commissions, by him granted, so far as they authorise the

seizm-e of goods on Long Island, or other ialauds adjaecnt

not being in elsewhere, on land not within the State of Con-

necticut.*

The committee to whom was re-committed their report on
the letter, of 20th June, from the president of New Hamp-
shire, together with a motion relative to the subject, delivered

in a report.

The committee to whom were referred the letter, of 24
May, from the legislature, and the letter, of 18 June, from the

governor of Massachusetts, delivered in a report.

Congress took into consideration the report of the com-
mittee, llconsisting of i\Ii'. Sherman, ]\Ir. McKean, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Vamum, Mr. Madison, || to whom was re-committed

their report on the letter of 20 June, from the president

of New Hampshire, together -^ith a motion relative to the

subject; and thereupon came to the follo-«ang resolutions:

^^^lereas the states of New Hampshu-e and New York have

submitted to Congress the decision of the disputes between
them and the people inhabiting the New Hampshire Grants,

' This rejwrt, in the writing of Oliver Ellsworth, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 381.
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on the west side of Connecticut river, called the State of

Vermont, concerning their respective claims of jurisdiction

over the said territory, and have been heard thereon; and

whereas the people aforesaid claim and exercise the powers

of a sovereign independent State, and have requested to be

admitted into the federal union of the United States of

America: in order thereto, and that they may have an

opportunit)' to be heard in vindication of their said claim: *

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confer

with such person or persons as may be appointed by the

logitjlntui'o of aaid Vermont people residing on the New
Hampshire Grants, on the west side of Connecticut river,

or by their repreeentative body, respecting their claim to be

an independent State, and on what terms it may be proper

to admit them into the federal imion of these states, in case

the United States in Congress assembled shall determine to

recognize their independence, and thereof make report

:

And it is hereby recommended to the logii3latui'o of the laaid

State of Vermont people of the teiTitory aforesaid, or their

representative body, to appoint an agent or agents to repair

' Another voraion of the preamble, without date, in the writing of Elias Boudinot,

i« in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 17, and is as follows:

WTiereaa the people inhabiting a tract of Country bounded by the West bank of

Connecticut River &c. &c. known by the name of Vermont have for a considerable

time past claimed and exercised sovereign power and jurisdiction within the said

tract of Coimtry. And whereas the said tract of Country hath been formerly within

the undoubted jurisdiction of the States of New Hampshire and New York by which

States under the late Royal Agrocmnnt Government divers tracts of land have at

different times previous to the above claim been granted to Citizens of each of Said

States and others. And also whereas Congress taking the -wbeJe- claims of all the

above parties into serious I'miei deration deliberation and considering the peculiar

circumstances of the people inhabiting the said tract of land aforesaid and the present

political uoooseitioB situation of these United States, and depending relying on the

public spirit and firm attachment of the States of N. H. and N. Y. to this Union and
their readiness to comply with every reasonable measure recommended by Congress

for the good of the Union, in case their private property is fully secured, and other

necessary and prudential terms firmly secured and agreed upon, do resolve that a

Committee &c.
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immediately to Philadelphia, with full powers and instruc-

tions to confer with the said committee on the matters afore-

said, and on behalf of the said people ei Vermont, to agree

upon and ratify terms and articles of union and confederation

with the United States of America, in case they shall be

admitted into the union; and the said committee are hereby

instructed to give notice to the agents of the states of New
Hampshire and New York, to be present at the conference

aforesaid.'

The United States in Congress assembled convinced from long

experience of the zealous exertions of New Hampsliire and New York,

that as they have aheady sacrificed much to the American cause,

they will not suffer it even to languish through their means, and
taking into consideration that a certain District called Vermont
bounded is claimed by each of them
in right of soil and government ; that the inhabitants thereof oppose

the demands of both, protesting,

That Vermont hath ever been -without the just limits-of New Hamp
shire and Now York, neither having at any time was formerly holden

by New Hampshire not by charter but by the pleasiu-e only of his

Britannick Majesty:

Tliat a Koyal adjudication on the 20*'' day of July 1764 superseded

the pretensions of New Hampshire in favor of New York, and was
assented to on the part of the former.

That New York having regranted the lands in Vermont by virtue

of such adjudication in prejudice of the settlers thereon under New
Hampshire and Massachusetts Bay, their remonstrances against a

political association with New York produced on the 24"" day of

July 1767 a prohibition from the Court of Saint James to any fur-

ther grants by New York.

That they continued to remonstrate but nothing was finally

decided at the sera of the American revolution until which event

they had never submitted to New York, having always governed

themselves by Committees and Conventions and that since that sera,

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 11.
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theJ' have persisted in self-government and opposition to New York;

that the Legislature of Massachusetts Bay hath reUnquished what-

soever right that State may have to Vermont upon condition that

a like reiinquislunent be made by New Hampshire and New York.

And that the interests of independence, altho' the facts and doc-

trines urged by Vermont have in various manners been controverted

by New Hampshire and New York, would acquire fresh energ}^ by

such their adoption of similar measures.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Legislatures of the States of

New Hampshire and New York respectively to declare the Inhabitants

of the district called Vermont bounded as aforesaid unamesnable to

any jurisdiction erected under their authority and to renounce all

territorial pretensions claims thereto, but to refer to Congress to

determine on what terms this concession shall take effect.

Resolved, That in case Congress shall recognize the inde-

pendence of the said people of Vermont, they will consider

all the lands belonging to New Hampshire and New York,

respectively, without the limits of Vermont aforesaid, as

coming within the mutual guaranty of territory contained

in the Articles of Confederation; and that the United States

will accordingly guarantee such lands, and the jm'isdiction

over the same, against any claims or encroachments from

the inhabitants of Vermont oi* any other person oi* poreons

aforesaid.^

A letter, of 7, from E. Blaine, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom was

referred his letter of 20 July.

A letter, of 6, from Tho Forrest, lieutenant colonel of 4th

regiment of artillery, was read

:

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to pay be referred

to the Board of War; and that Lieutenant Colonel Forrest

be informed his application for leave to resign ought to be

made in the first instance to the Commander in Chief.

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.]

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph and undated, \a in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 15.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1781

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a memorial of Philip Reffert, with the

account of Jacob Hetherling, be referred to the Board of

Treasury;

That the petition of Joseph Hardy be referred to the

Board of War;

'

That the memorial and papers presented by Alexander

Heguy, so far as they respect his accounts against the United

States, be referred to the Board of Treasmy;

That such part thereof as relates to his application for rank

be referred to the Board of War.^

The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of

Nicholson Broughton, requesting to be discharged from the

payment of twelve guineas, advanced to him in France on

account of the United States, report that, in then* opinion, a

compliance with his request in this instance would be

improper:

Wak Office, August 7th, 1781.

Sir:

The Board have considered the application of Xicholson Broughton

Esq. requesting to be discharged from the payment of the sum of

twelve guineas advanced to him in France on account of the United

States, and though this gentleman has produced the most unques-

tionable proofs of his integrity and patriotism, yet the Board are of

opuiion that a compliance with his request in this instance would be

improper.

The Board are unacquainted with the rules wliich have been

established respecting moneys advanced to the Citizens of America

in foreign countries by order of Congress, but they presume that

those who receive assistance are to be accountable.^

' This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, III, folio 417.

- This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 207, 209.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No, 148, II, folio 133.
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Resolved, That Congi*ess agi'ee to the said report.

The Board of War, to whom was refen-ed the letter from

J. Pierce, report, that, in their opinion, the resolution of

Congress of the 27 August, 1780, clearly and decidedly sets

forth the principles on which the outstanding debts of the

public are to be collected, and which ought to be strictly

adhered to by the paymaster general in the receiving all

moneys due from individuals to the United States/

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report.

The Board of War, to whom were referred the letter, of

27 July, from Colonel T. Pickering, and sundry other papers

relative to forage collected from sequestred estates, made
report

:

War Office August 7*." 1781

Sm,
The Board have considered tlie papers referred to them, respecting

the Forage on the confiscated Estates in West Chester County, and
are of opinion that a discussion of the subject will involve conse-

quences of a delicate nature, and which are only proper for the

decision of Congress.^

Ordered, That the same, with the papers, be referred to a

committee of three:

The members, Mr. Bland, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
Ml'. [William] Sharpe, Mi-. [Daniel] Carroll.

Mr. [John] Sullivan laid before Congress a letter, of 9th

April last, from Brigadier General John Stark :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the report

of the Board of War on an allowance to the staff for depre-

ciation.

Congress proceeded to the election of a committee of five,

to confer with such person or persons as nuiy be appointed

' This report ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 121.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 137.

^ Stark's letter, dated April 9, 1781, is in the Papers of llie Conliiienlal Congress,

No. 162, folio 217.
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by the people residing on the New Hampshire Grants, on the

west side of Connecticut river, or by their representative

body, respecting their claim to be an independent State, and
on what terms it may be proper to admit them into the

federal union of these states, in case the United States in

Congress assembled shall determine to recognize their inde-

pendence :

The members chosen, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [Nicholas]

Van Dyke, Mr. [Daniel] CaiToU, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery,

Mr. [Edmund] Randolph.

The Board of Treasury, in compliance with the resolution of

the 30 July, directing them to de\ase ways and means for

furnishing Colonel George Morgan with the sum of £137,

currency of New Jersey, in specie, to enable him to pay for

the support and tuition of three Indian boys, of the Delaware

nation, at Princetown college, delivered in a report; Where-

upon,

That there is a large aiim in specie due to the United States in the

hands of Dr Witherspoon President of the College of New Jersey

deposited with him by the Nortli Carohna Provincials Prisoners of

War in the year 1778, as will appear in the last clause but one of a

letter dated the 20*'' of February 1780 to the Board from the then

Cormnissy General of Prisoners, and also by another of the 14 April

following; the Board beg leave to propose, that part of the money
may be appUed to the support of the aforesaid Indian youth: the

following resolution is therefore submitted

:

Resolved, That for the support and education of the Indian

youth at Princetown college, in the State of New Jersey,

under the care of Colonel George Morgan, of the said State,

the sum of three hundred and sixty-five dollars and sixty-

ninetieths of a dollar in specie, be paid to him by Dr. J.

Witherspoon, president of the said college, out of moneys
placed in his hands by the North Carolina provincial pris-

oners of war, exchanged in the year 1778, to discharge the

demands of the United States against them for subsistance;
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for which sum the aforesaid Colonel George Morgan is to be

accountable.'

A letter, of 7th, from Captain J. P. Jones, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

Wae Office, August 8'!^ 1781

Sm,
The Board observe they are directed by Congress in their resolution

of the 7'^ instant to advance to Major Brahnie such a sum as they

may judge necessary to enable him to leave town and proceed to

Head Quarters upon which the Board beg leave to observe they have
no money or funds to enable them to make the aforementioned

advance but should it be the intention of Congress as the Board
apprehend it was that a warrant be drawn on the Paymaster Gen' it

will be proper to pass the following resolution:

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favor of Major Brahme, for fifteen

hundred dollars new emission on account of his pay, the

resolution of the 4 of January last notwithstanding.

The Board think proper to make the following remarks previous to

Congress passing the foregoing resolution 1?^ There is no unappro-

priated funds in the hands of the Pay Master for payment of said

warrant. 2^!^' The sum tho' large is nearly agreeable to what the

Board reported for all the officers that were prisoners at Charlestown,

and as small a sum as will answer the purposes contained in the

resolution of yesterday.^

At a Board of War August 8"K 1781

Present, Col. Grayson
M"- Cornell.

The Board have tlie honor to enclose to your Excellency an account

exhibited to them by Major General Sullivan, and beg leave to

obsen'e, that it appears to them that General SulUvan actually

advanced the money contained in the said account amounting to

five hundred and fifty Continental dollars which was worth at the

This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 130, V, folio 437. The
amouBt is stated in the report as $305 J g.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, I, folio 417.
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time the account bears date, agreeable to the scale of depreciation

agreed to by Congress the 28"" June 1780 twenty five silver dollars

and twenty-seven ninetieths of a dollar altho' it is most probable the

receipts for these bounties were taken in Colonel Proctor's name.

Yet as it is beyond a doubt that General SuUivan paid the money, it

is the opinion of the Board that the following resolution may not be

improper

:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of the

State of New Hampshire to order to be paid to General

Sullivan the sum of twenty-five dollars and twenty-seven

ninetieths of a dollar in specie (to repay that sum by him
advanced for public use) on account of the United States.^

A letter, of 1, from Major General the Marquis de la

Fayette, with sundry papers enclosed, was read.

A letter, of 6, from the superintendant of finance, was
read, with sundry papers enclosed.^

At a Board of War August S"" 1781.
Present, M"' Grayson

M-- CorneU

The Board have considered the Memorial of Captain Schreiber,

referred to them from Congress.

Beg leave to report.

That the case of this Gentleman is fully comprehended in the report

of the Board sent to Congress the 20"" Ultimo, in behalf of the officers

lately returned from captivity, to which they beg leave to refer.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Moitow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 1781

The committee of the week made report ; WTiereupon,

The Committee of the week beg leave to report,

That the Memorial of William Massey for a year's pay as Deputy
Com? General of Musters; and the petition of Cap' Lieut Adam

> This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 123.

^ Lafayette's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 156, folio 212;

Morris's is in No. 137, I, folio 97.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 129. It

was read this day as the indorsement states.
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Hoops respecting his exchange and leave of absence; be respectively

referred to the Board of War.
9'-^ August 1781.'

Ordered, That a letter, of 8th, from William Massay; and
A memorial of Captain Lieutenant Adam Hoops be re-

ferred to the Board of War.^

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Van
Dyke, Mr. Ellsworth, || to whom was referred the memorial
of the hon. the minister plenipotentiary of France, together

with " the plan of a convention between the Most Christian

King and the United States, for the purpose of determining

and fixing the functions and prerogatives of their respective

consuls, vice consuls, and agents," delivered in a report;

which being read.

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that the committee

be instructed to confer with the minister of France upon the

plan of a convention for determining and fixing the functions

and prerogatives of consuls, &c. and report to Congress the

precise explanation which shall be given to them, as well as

a plan of convention, adapted to the subject and the circum-

stances of America.^

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 2, from
General Washington, delivered in a report.

The Committee to whom the letter from the Commander in Chief

dated Aug. 2. 1781 with the inclosures, were referred, beg leave to

report that the warmest applications to the several States eastward

of Pennsylvania inclusive, should be repeated, urging them to com-
plete their several quotas of men and provisions for the main army,
at this important and critical juncture, and therefore the committee
recommend the following letter to be wrote to the Executive of each

of said States by the President:

' This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 215.

* This memorial, dated Aug;U8t 9, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 41, IV, folio 185.

^ These two paraj^raph.'i wore al.'io entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs. They are printed in the Secret Journal, under date of August 19.
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Sm,
Altho' Congress have addressed your State veiy lately on the

important subject of forwarding their Quota of Troops and provisions

to the several departments, to which they have been assigned, yet

the recent complaints they have received from the Commander in

Chief, of a very partial compliance in some of the States, with their

requisitions on that subject, induces Congress once more (as a matter

of the last consequence at this interesting moment) earnestly to

request the utmost expedition in completing and sending forward the

Troops, provisions &c demanded under their authority by the Com-
mander in Cliief, not doubting, that as on the vigorous exertions to

comply with those requisitions, depends the success of the present

campaign, and the reputation of the American Arms, you wUI use

your utmost endeavour to comply fully with the spirit of them.

Without this a disgraceful retreat and abandoning of our offensive

operations must take place, and a very heavy expense already

incurred, must recoil on ourselves, and be, in all probability the cause

of prolonging a destructive war and preventing an advantageous

peace. Under such an event, we must be held up to our ally, and to

all Europe, as a People sacrificing our own dearest interests to a list-

less inactivity, who otherwise by improving the present favourable

opportunity, might be put beyond the power of our Enemy.'

The report of the committee on the communications of

the hon''!*' the Minister of France was taken into considera-

tion, and after debate

:

The Committee to whom was referred the Communication made
by the Minister of France on two despatches of the 9"" of Jany. and

the lO*"" of Feby. Submit the following Report:

2. That the Minister Plenipotentiary of these United States at

the Court of Versailles, be directed to inform his Most Christian

Majesty, that Congress consider liis Majesty's desire to Unite the

Interests of these States and the United Provinces of the Nether-

lands, as a fresh proof of his friendship and regard and accept with

pleasure the offer of his Majesty's Interposition for that purpose

communicated to them by his Minister and that Congress being fully

sensible of the benefit which may arise from the weight and influence

• This report, in the writing of Eliaa Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 357. On September 29 it was ordered to be filed.
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of his Majesty's interj^osition, have directed W Adams to confer on
all occasions in the most confidential manner with his Majesty's

Minister at The Hague.

1. That the Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of Vers, be
directed to inform his Most Christian Majesty, that the probability

of a rupture, between Great Britain and the Dutch had engaged the

attention of Congress previous to this communication, and that

sensible of the great importance it would be of to the Common Cause

if tlicir High Mightinesses would join in the war, they had taken

measures for uniting the Interests of the two Republics, and had
made advances to the States General by directing M" J. Adams to

repair to The Hague with full powers to propose to them a Treaty

of Amity and Commerce, founded on the principles of equality and
consistent with the Treaty subsisting between his Majesty and these

States.

That Mr. J. Adams be iastructed aed empowered to enter into a

treaty of Alliance during the present war with the United Provinccg

of the Ncthcrlafids provided that it shall appear to him-noccasary or

proper for the interests of the United States.

And provided that the object of such Treaty bo cona istont in alt

roapecta with that subsisting between his Moat Christian Majesty and

Resolved, That the President Communicate to M"' Adams the above

resolutions, and desire Mm to improve the interposition of his Most
Chr"? Majesty to the best advantage, through the Minister of France

at the Court of Holland, and by corresponding with the Minister of

the United States at the Court of Versailles.

That the President communicate the above resolutions to Doctor

Franklin, and desire him to give M"' Adams every information and
assistance in his power which may tend to render the interposition

of his Most Christian Majesty successful.

That the -above resolutions bo communioatcd to the Miniator of

France. '

This report, in the writing of Daniel Carroll, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 25, I, folio 455. Paragraphs 2 and 1 are so numbered by Thomson. On
folio 231 is a fair copy by Thomson of tho subHtance of tliese jnungraphs which were

adopted August 15, as the indorsement shows, and incorporated in ihc re.solutions

agreed to on the 16th.
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Order.ed, That it be re-committed, and that the committee

report instructions to the hon^'f" J. Adams respecting a

treaty of alliance with the United Provinces of the Nether-

lands.'

The committee to whom was referred the report of the

Board of War on the letter from the quartennaster general

respecting forage in Westchester in the State of New York,

delivered in a report.^

A motion was made by Mr. Jonca, Bocondcd by Mr.
Madison the delegates of Virginia

:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of thi'ee:

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James] Duane,

Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth.

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST lo, 1781

A report of the Board of War on that part of the memorial

of A. Heguy which respects his application for I'ank, was
read; Whereupon,

At a Board of War August 5'* 1781.

The Board having taken into consideration that part of the

memorial of Alexander Heguy referred to them from Congress beg
leave to report.

That though they have no doubt of this Gentleman's merit, yet

they are of opinion, that his request ought not to be compUed Avith,

as it would give uneasiness not only to the officers who are now in

the army, but such as have been obliged to retire as supernumeraries.^

Ordered, That the said memorial, so far as respects rank,

be dismissed.

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of Colonel

J. Livingston was read

:

' This order was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

2 See post, August 23.

' This report is in tlie Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 14S, II, folio 141.
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War office 10'^ August. 1781.

Sir,

The Board have considered the memorial of Colonel James Liv-

ingston referred to them and beg leave to observe,

That they are entirely unacquainted with the reasons wliich

induced a preference of Colonel Hazen to Colonel Livingston. Con-

gress in their act of October SO"". 1780 for reforming the Army directed

"That the Regiment commanded by Colonel Moses Hazen be con-

tinued on its present establishment, and that all non commissioned

officers and privates being foreigners belonging to any of the Reduced
Regiments and Corps, be incorporated therewith and all volunteers

from foreign States, who are now in the service or may hereafter

join the American Army be annexed to the same Regiment." Under
this Resolve the Foreigners of Colonel Livingston's Regiment were

incorporated in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Hazen.

With respect to the loss sustained by the Robbery of the Paymaster,

the Board beg leave to refer Congress to a resolve made in May 1778

whicli declares.

That the Paymaster of a Regiment be chosen by the officers of

the Regiment, out of the Captains or Subalterns and appointed by
warrant, the officers are to risk their pay in his hands, the Paymaster
to have the charge of the cloatliing and to distribute the same.

As to pay for the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Liv-

ingston, The Board can only remark that their situation is exactly

similar to the officers of other Corps who have been reformed and
they are at a loss to determine in the present distressed situation of

the finances what funds ought to be appropriated to this purpose.

If Congress should however be of opinion that the arrears of pay
should be discharged, the Board conceive the regulation for that

purpose should be so general as to comprehend all the Canadians

under these circumstances. With respect to Cloatliing it was only

intended as a compensation for the depreciation of tlieir pay; but
since it has been determined to make good the real pay, according

to the original Contract, all claims on that account must be at an
end, as if the officers have n(jt had their full proportion the sum they
will receive on account of depreciation will be the greater. As to

the discharging the half pay allowed to retiring officers, the Board
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have only to say, there is no mode yet adopted or fund established

for this purpose.

With respect to drawing provisions the Board are of opinion such

a permission ought not to be granted. The plans hitherto pursued

in framing the Contracts have only had in contemplation the Con-

tinental troops, militia in actual duty, artificers and prisoners. If

this system was departed from it might prove the means of intro-

ducing abuses wliich it might be difficult to reform. If Congress are

disposed to afford any relief to this Gentleman, who it appears has

been subjected to considerable difficulties on account of his attach-

ment to America, the Board think it would be most advisable to

grant him a sum of money on account.

As the Board are unacquainted with the fund it might be proper

to draw on, they beg leave to submit the same to the consideration

of Congress.^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to

devise ways and means of advancing to Colonel Livingston

a sum of money on account of the pay and depreciation due

to him.

A report of the Board of War on the case of Elizabeth

Bergen was read

:

Wae office August 10"^. 1781

Sir,

M" Elizabeth Bergen has appUed to the Board for directions to

the Town Major to furnish her with rations agreeable to the order

of the Commander in Chief. Tliis request the Board think it improper

to comply with as the contract for provisions at this Post does not

comprehend persons of this description. The Board however think

something ought to be done for her relief, and her three children who
are in a distressed situation, as it appears she has to the utmost of

her abilities assisted the American officers prisoners in New York,

not only with necessaries, but the means of making their escapes.

The Board are of opinion twenty pounds hard money a year during

the pleasure of Congress would be proper.^

'This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 143.

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, foUo 153.
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [Joseph] I\Iontgomery, IVIr. [Elias]

Boudiiiot, Mx. [James] Lovell.

A report from the committee of the week was read;

Whereupon,

The Committee of the week submit the following report:

That the letter from Samuel Patterson respecting a sum of money
of the old emission in the Cont! Loan office of the State of Delaware

—

dated ?«'' August 1781;

And the letter of Charles Pettit praying for an advance of specie

&c be respectivel}' referred to the Treasury.

That the Petition of Samuel Higgins for arrears of pay be referred

to the Board of Treasury to take order.

That the letter from Samuel Nicholas Major of Marines respecting

his pay and a command be referred to the Board of War :

'

Ordered, That a letter, of 7, from S. Patterson ;
- and

A letter, of 9th, from Cha Pettit, be referred to the Board

of Treasury

;

That a petition of Sam' Higgins be referred to the Board
of Treasury to take order;

That a letter, of this day, from S. Nicholas, major of

marines, be referred to the Board of War.^

That a letter from Major De Lomagne be referred to the

Board of War.^

Congress proceeded to the election of a secretary for

foreign affairs; and, the ballots being taken, Mi*. Robert
' This report, in the writing of Jamea Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 217.

'' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 453;
^ Pettit's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 457;

Higgins's petition, dated August 10, 1781, is in No. 42, III, folio 421; Nicholas's letter

is in No. 78, XVII, folio 301.

*This letter, dated August 10, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 78, XIV, folio 449.



852 Journals of Congress

R. Livingston was elected, having been previously nominated

by m. [William] Floyd.'

On motion of the delegates of South Carolina,

Resolved, That the gentlemen appointed by the act of

Congress of the 23 July last, to collect loans and donations

for the distressed inhabitants of South Carolina and Georgia,

be, and hereby are, authorised and empowered to pay the

same into the hands of the delegates of the said states, or to

their order, agreeably to the said act; and that receipts for

the same be taken and lodged in the treasury office.^

A report from the Board of War on the letter, of 23 June,

from Major General Greene, was read:

War office August 5"*, 1781

Sm,
The Board have Considered Major General Greene's letter of the

23'''' of June last, referred to them by Congress to take order, and

have the honor to lay before them the enclosed estimate, upon which

they beg leave to observe that the estimate is made on the lowest

calculation, yet the sum so far exceeds any funds that we have any

knowledge of that can be appropriated to that use, that we dare not

undertake to carry the proposed plan into execution until Congress

should be informed of our situation; and we beg leave further to

observe that we were almost constantly solicited by Colonel Moylan
and his officers for several months past for horses and accoutrements

for the cavalry of that regiment; but were not able to furnish them,

and finally gave orders for their marching dismounted to Virginia

hoping that State would mount them; we have since been informed

by Major General the Marquis La Fayette, that there was not the

least probability of that plan's succeeding and desires the Board in

most pressing terms to order them to be mounted and equipped.

We have consulted the Superintendent of Finance on account of the

ways and means; but have no encouragement that will enable us to

proceed; but whenever we are possessed of the means, we shall be

happy in complying with the orders of Congress and they may be

' This paragraph was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign ASairs.

^ This motion, in the writing of Nicholas Eveleigh, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 3G, IV, folio 373.
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assured of every exertion in our power. We beg leave to suggest the

propriety of a speedy determination as M"" Archer is waiting on

Expence and it is more than probable will not be able to leave the

City unless he is furnished with money and the longer he stays the

more he will stand in need of assistance.'

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, IVIr. [Theodorick] Bland,

Mr. [William] Sharpe.

Congi-ess resumed the consideration of the report of

the committee on the letter of the 9th of July, from the

superintendent of finance; and on the question to agree

to the following proposition, viz.

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the Superin-

tendent of Finance of the Q'l" LUtinio, further Report,

That on mature consideration of the instnictions given the Muiister

Plenipotentiary of these United States at the Court of Madrid on the

15 of February last they are of opinion that it would be higUy
conducive to the interests of these States, tliat the powers contained

in the said instructions should bo repealed and a discretionary power
lodged in the hands of the said Miniator to act so far extended as to

enable him to agree to a further cession of the navigation of the river

Mississippi in such manner as circumstances may render necessarj',

and as would best tend to promote the interest of these states.

Therefore recommend the following Resolution:

Reijolvod, Thatthe instruetions oivon to -th c-Miiiistcr-Plenipotentiary

of-feheso United -States -on the 16 of February last bo and they aro

That the minister be empowered to make such further

cession of the right of these United States to the navi-

gation of the river Missist^ippi as he may think proper,

and on such terms and conditions as he may think most
for the honoiu- and interest of these United States

—

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Roger]

Sherman

—

' This report U in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 147.
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New HampsJiire,
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Resolved, That the hon*"'" the Minister of France be

requested to inform the governor and intendant of St.

Domingo that the United States have not at present any

agent whatever residing at that island; and that Congress,

not intending to appropriate their funds to commercial pur-

poses, have not the appointment of such officer in contem-

plation.'

A farther report from the committee of the week was read

;

Whereupon,

The Committee of the week farther report,

That the petition of Lieut. John Jenkins praying for a reward for

serving as a Guide to the Army under Major General SulHvan against

the Indians in 1779 be referred to the Board of War to report.

That the Memorial and Petition of sundry merchants respecting

their sufferings and exposed situation, on account of the depreciation

of the Continental money be referred to a special Commission.

lOH' August 1781

Second report^

Ordered, That a petition of Lieutenant John Jenkins be

referred to the Board of War;
That a memorial of sundry merchants be referred to a

committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [George]

Cl3niier, Mr. [Joseph] Jones.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1781

A letter, of 6, from Major General the Mai-quis de la Fay-

ette
;

One, of the 17, and one, of 19 July, from Major Gejieral

Greene, with sundry papers enclosed, were read:^

' Thia resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

The report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 31, folio 23.3.

^ This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 32, folio 213.

' Lafayette's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 156, folio 218;

Greene's of 17th is in No. 155, II, folio 193; that of 19th is on folio 209.

80382"—VOL 21— 12 C
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Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of Intel-

ligence.

A letter, of 29 May, from the hon^'" J. Jay;

One, of 2, and one, of 11 June, from Mr. W. Carmichael;

and'

One, of 25, from Richai'd Harrison, were read.

A letter, of 2, from J. Moylan, cloathier general, was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-

upon,

[Ordered], That a petition of Fabian Hamerly be referred

to the Board of War; ^

That a petition of sundry merchants be referred to the

committee to whom was referred a like memorial on Friday

last.^

The committee of the week was elected

:

Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, Mr.

[Daniel] Mowry.

A report of the Board of Treasmy on the memorial of

Archibald McClean, was read ; Whereupon,

Treasury Office August 5'.? 1781

The Board of Treasury having considered the Memorial of Archi-

bald M'Clean of York Town in Pennsylvania in behaK of Marj^ Meem
Widow setting forth, that the said Mary had deposited on the 4

May 1778 in his hands, as a Commissioner appointed by the State of

Pennsylvania under an Act of Congress of 22"? Nov."! 1777 to receive

Monies for the Loan Office of the United States in Pennsylvania in

order to obtain loan office certificates for the same: but not having

Jay's letter is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution

(^^^larton), IV, 459; Carmichael's, of June 2, is on page 466.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVI, foHo 227.

^ This petition, dated August 2, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 148, II, folio 1S3.

^ This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 32, folio 219. The petition, dated March, 1781, from merchants of Massa-

chusetts Bay, is in No. 41, VI, folio 259.



August, 1781 857

an opportunity of forwarding the money to the Loan Office, then

removed to Philadelphia until October following, it was refused to be

received, by the Commissioner of the said Loan Office on the condi-

tion of ante-dating the certificates to the time the money was received

by the said M'Clean and by reason thereof the said Mary is to this

day without certificates for the money deposited by her, as aforesaid:

Upon tliis State of facts the Board are of opinion, certificates ought

to issue to the said Mary for 800 dollars, bearing date the 4 day [of]

May 1778 1780, upon the Memoriahst paying into the Loan Office

the Money deposited with him by the said Mary (unless Congress

should be of opinion that the said M'Clean is answerable for the

depreciation of the Mone}' wliilo it lay in liis hands under the pretext

he offers) and thereupon submit the following resolution:

Resolved, That Congress conciu' in opinion with the Board;

and Thereupon,

Order, That so much of the memorial of Archibald McClean,

of the town of York in the State of Pensylvania, a commis-

sioner appointed by the State of Pensylvania under a resolu-

tion of Congress dated the 22 November, 1777 11 June,

1779, to receive money for the loan office of the United States

in the said State as respects the issuing loan office certificates

bearing date the 4 day of May, ¥¥i% 1780, for the sum of

eight hundred dollare deposited by Mary Meem on loan, be

referred to the Board of Treasury to take order.'

The committee appointed to revise the several reports

before Congress which have not been acted on; and

The committee on the communications of the hon'''^ the

Minister of France, delivered in their respective reports:

Ordered, That to Mon-ow be assigned for the consideration

of the latter report;

And Thursday next for the consideration of the former.

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, and another by Mr. [James Mitchell]

Varnum:
' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, V, folio 441.
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Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [James] Duaiie, IVIr. [John] Mathews,

Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum.
A letter, of this day, from Lieutenant J. Townes, was read ;

'

Whereupon,

Congress took into consideration a report of the Board of

War of the 20th July; and, thereupon,

War Office July 20"^ 1781.

Sm,
The Board have considered the resolution of Congress respecting

the payment of the money due for the passages of the several Conti-

nental officers from Charlestown to this place, and enclose a list of

them, and of their ranks, as also an account of the money due for

the passages of those already reported to the Board amounting to

one hundred Guineas as certified by the Honorable Brigadier General

M*Intosh. The Board are farther of opinion that considering the

particular situation of these gentlemen three months effective pay
ought to be advanced them. The Board have not funds either for

the payment of the passages, or for the three months' pay, and there-

fore they submit the same to the wisdom of Congress.'

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the

paymaster general, in favour of the several officers of the

army of these states, lately prisoners of war in South Carolina

and Georgia, for six months nominal pay in the new emissions.

A report of the Board of War on a letter of 29 June, from

A. Hammond, was read; Wliereupon,

Ordered, That the letter of A. Hammond, requesting leave

to go to sea for the recovery of his health, be refeiTed to the

Commander in Chief; who is hereby empowered to enquire

into the circumstances of his case, and to grant his request

if he thinks it proper and expedient.'

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXII, folio 467.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 75.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 157.
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On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by ]\Ir.

[James] Lovell,

Resolved, That the establishment of the office of interpreter

of the French and Spanish languages be, and hereby is

abolished.

[report of committee. instructions to MR ADAMS]

Should you succeed in forming a treaty of Amity and Commerce,
according to your Instructions in wliich the United Provinces shall

recognize the Independence of the United States, you will be silent

upon the subject of an AlHance offensive or defensive; but should j'^ou

find it impracticable to obtain such recognition on these principles,

you will then enter into a defensive alliance upon the following con-

ditions, having the strictest regard to the Treaty of Alliance already

subsisting between the Court of Versailles and the United States:

1. Their High Mightinesses shall expressly acknowledge the Sov-

ereignty and Independence of the United States of America.

2. Their High Mightinesses and the United States shall so far

make the war a common cause, that neither of them shall make peace

or truce with Great Britain till the Court of Versailles and both the

RepubUcs shall agree to and be included in a General Pacification the

same. This Article is upon Condition that the Court of Versailles

has or will enter into a similar engagement with the United Provinces.

3. You shall not involve the United States in any offensive opera-

tions in favor of the Umted Provinces.

4. You shall not enter into a guaranty of the Dutch possessions in

the West Indies or elsewhere, unless you find such a measure abso-

lutely necessary to obtain an acknowledgement of the Independence

of the United States and in tliat case, you must obtain guaranty for

guaranty. In other matters not repugnant to these Instructions,

3'ou will use your best discretion.'

Adjom'ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnura, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 25, I, folio 459, and, according to indorsement, was delivered

and read on this day. See poi '. August Ki.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1781

A letter, of 21 June, from S. Parsons, at St. Pierre, Mar-

tineque;

A letter, of 16 July, from Barrere le Grand, of St. Domingo;

and

A letter, of 11, from A. Lee, were read.'

A letter, of this day, from Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Beza

Woodward, was read, with powers to themr
Ordered, That this be referred to the committee of five

appointed on the 8th to confer with such person or persons

as may be appointed by the people residing on the New
Hampshii'e grants on the west side of Connecticut, &c.

A report from the Boai'd of War was read; WTiereupon,

At a Board of War August 14"" 1781.

Present Colonel Grayson

General Cornell

The Board beg leave to inform Congress that Captain De Frey a

prisoner of War to the enemy has obtained leave from the British

Commissary at New York to come to Philadelphia on parole, for the

purpose of negotiating an exchange, he is at this time destitute of

money and friends and has represented to the Board (should his

exchange not be effected) the impossibility of prosecuting his journey

back to that City agreeable to the terms limited in his parole.

They therefore beg leave to report,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general, in favom* of Captain de Frey, of the

legion commanded by the late Count Pulaski, for three

hundred and sixty dollars in bills of the new emission equal

' Pareons's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congrecs, No. 78, XVIII, folio

407; Barrere le Grand's is in No. 78, XIV, folio 441; Arthur Lee's is in No. 78, XIV,
folio 453.

^This letter is in the Papers 0/ the Continental Congress, No. 40, II, folio 89, and

the commission on folio 95.
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to six months' nominal pay and subsistance, for which sum
he is to be accountable.'

The committee on the motion of the delegates [of] Vir-

ginia;

The committee on the report of the Board of War respect-

ing R. Elliot; and

The committee on the report of the Board of War on

General Greene's letter, of 23 June, for arming Lieutenant

Colonel Lee's legionary corps; delivered in their respective

reports; also,

The committee to whom was re-committed the ordinance

for establishing a court of appeals in cases of captures

reported the draught of a new ordinance, and in pursuance

to the instructions to them given, they also reported an

ordinance ascertaining what captures on water shall be

legal

;

In pursuance of the powers delegated by the Confederation in cases

of capture on water:

Be it ordained by the United States in Congiess assembled; that

from and after the [first] day of [October] next, all resolutions and

ordinances of Congress, relating to captures on water, and coming

within the purview of tliis ordinance, shall be null and void. But
questions of tliis nature, arising before that day shall be determined

at any time during the War with Great Britain according to them,

in the same manner, as if this ordinance had never been made.

It shall be lawful to capture and to obtain condemnation of the

property hereinafter enumerated, if found below high water mark:

that is to say

:

I. All ships and other vessels, of whatsoever size or denomination,

belonging to an enemy of the United States, with

their rigging, tackle, apparel and furniture:

II. All goods, wares and merchandizes, belonging

to, and found on board of a ship or other vessel of, such
enemy

:

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 163.
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Qnere [Invested
besieged or.}

III. All contraband goods, wares and merchandizes,

belonging to such enemy, in the ship or other vessel of

whatsoever nation found, and whithersoever destined

IV. All goods , wares and merchandizes found in a ship or other

vessel of an—

e

ncmj', [the property of neutral s always

V. All contraband goods, wares and Merchandizes, to whatsoever

nation belonging, dcstinod- for the use and opcrationg of

the enemy
VI. All Ships or other vessels, goods, wares and merchandizes,

[belonging to any Power or the Subjects of any Power]
P. against which letters of marque or reprisal [shall] have

issued.

VII. All Ships or other vessels, with their rigging, tackle, apparel

and furniture, and with their Cargoes, to whatsoevei

nation belonging destiaed to any port or place blocked

up by Ycsacls of war blockaded by [a sufficient force]

belonging to, in the service of, or co-operating with the United States

or conunandcd by batteries on land so as to render it dangerous to

enter therein [so effectually as that one cannot attempt to enter into

such port without evident danger].

VIII. AH ships or other vessels with their rigging, tackle, apparel

and furniture, and with their cargoes, found in the

possession of pirates.

XT^ii v\ im vhkj Lfi^KJiJiji vy \ji. kSX

i, -or -e

aforesaid being always excepted.

II. Of property, belonging to -an •enemy, found in a ship or other

vessel of a foreign nation, other than an enemy:—Contraband •goods

boing-always excepted:

III. Of ships or other ^ vessels or ^ their Gargoc9, -to whatsoever-nation

belonging, -under- thc ' protection of any foreign power other than an

No prince, state, -nation, power nor people nor subject nor citizen

of any -of ' them -shall -be - adjudged -an enemy, until some act of the

tory-6
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The goods, wares and merchandizes, to be adjudged Contraband

are the following—that is to say: arms, great guns,

bombs, with their fuses, and other tilings belonging to
[In stead of this them, carmon, ball, gunpowder, match, pikes, swords,

the articles ena-
,

'

, „ , , , , ,

merated In the lauces, spears, halberts, mortars, petards, grenadoes,
Treaty between c. galt^pgti-g muskcts, musket balls, bucMers, helmets,
B. and the Era- , ^ ,

' '

., , , ,-, i • i n

press of Bnssia breast plates, coats 01 mail, and the uke kind of arms,
areto be Inserted).' proper for arming soldiers, musket rests, belts, horses

with their furniture, and aU other warlike instruments

whatsoever.

No goods, wares nor merchandizes, not worked iato the form of

some instrument or tiling prepared for war by land or sea, shall be

reputed contraband.

If it shall manifestly appear, that of any entire thing, of which

division cannot be made without injury to its value,

a subject of the enemy, and a citizen or a subject of a

foreign power, not being an enemy, are joint holders, the whole shall

be condemned and sold for gold or silver: the proper proportion

of the neat produce of which shall be deposited in the treasury of

the states in which the sale shall be ; to be paid to the order of such

citizen, or the subject of such foreign power.

'treaty of commerce between g. b. and EUSSLA, 2. DEC| 1734.

10!? Article It :tal! be permitted to the jubjoctc of bctb. contracting par-t-ies

roci^jrora'.Iy in a!! accuetcmod jlaro£ 3? ciport tc load directs, that the subjects of

each party shall pay no more custom or duty, than other nations, and that smuggled

merchandize sliall be confiscated.

11?? The subjects of either party may freely pass, repass or travel, in all countries

which now are or hereafter shall be at enmity with the other of the said parties (places

actually blocked up or bcseiged excepted,) provided they do not carry any warlike

stores or ammunition to the enemy: as for all other effects, their ships, passengers and
goods shall be free and unmolested.

125? Cannons, mortars, fire arms, pistols, bombs, granadoes, bullets, balls, fusees,

flints, matches, powder, salt petre, sulphur, cuirasses, pikes, swords, belts, pouches,

cartouchboxes, saddles and bridles, in any quantity beyond, what may be necessary

for the ship's provision, and may properly appertain tt), and be judged necessary for

every man of the ship's crew, or for each passenger shall bo deemed ammunition of

war, and if any such be there found, they may seize and confiscate the same, according

to law—but neither the vessels, passengers, nor the rest of the goods shall be detained,

for that reason, or hindered from pursuing their voyage.

This paper, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 59, III, folio 290.
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If such division can be accomplished, but neither the citizen, nor

the subject of foreign power, nor his agent shall requii-e

specific restitution of his proportion, there shall be a

sale in the same maimer as if the property were indivisible. But if

in such case a requisition be made to this effect, the due proportion

shall be specifically restored, according to the ratio of the number

and value of the propertj^.

Where property shall have been originally captured on land from

a citizen of the United States, and shall be recaptiured

[Passed.] below high water mark by another citizen thereof, resti-

tution shall be made to the former owner upon the

payment of a reasonable salvage, not exceeding I of the true value.

In other caaca of rceapturo, in which the origiaal owner and the ro -

eaptor shall both be citizens of the United States, rcsti

[Withdrawn.] tution shall bo made to such owner upon the payment of

a reasonable salvage, not exceeding ', of the true value;

unless condemnation shall have been had in some Court of Admiralty.

After such condemnation restitution shall not be made.

In either of the preceding all cases of recapture by an armed ves-

sel fitted out at the expence of the United States e?

[Passed.] either of them, the Coiu-t shall proceed to-assess and

determine the rate of salvage, -upon-tho circumstances of

risque, trouble and expcnco incurred in making the recapture, and so

much of the a9sos5mcut, -which would be due to the United States or

cither of them acccording to the rules of distribution hereinafter cs

tablished, shall be remitted to the original owner [adjudge the propor-

tion of the United States of such recapture to be remitted to the

owner.]

In all other cases of recapture in which the original owner or tho

rccaptor shall not be a citizen of the United States, res-

titution shall be made to the owner without salvage

[p«8sed.] upon payment of i of the true value for salvage if the

property shall have been retaken in less than 24 hours

after the capture.

But if it shall not have been retaken until the expiration of 24

[Passed September hours after the capture, fie restitution shall not be
13, 1781.] made of the whole or any part.

In all cases of recapture in which a citizen of some one of the

United States is wholly or in the greater part interested, on both

sides, there shall be adjudged to the recaptor [
if a private ship of
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war or letter of maiqucand reprisal] out of the time value of the vessel

and cargo or either of them, \ part, if the same have or hath been

in the possession of the enemy 24 hours [at the least]; \ part, if more
than 24, but less than 48 hours; J part, if more, than 48, but less

than 96 hours; and i, if more than 96 hours unless there shall have

been a [legal] condemnation thereof in some court of admiralty. In

this case the whole shall be adjudged to the recaptor.

[In all cases of recapture] (If a person, not being a citizen of some
one of the United States, but a subject of a foreign power, other than

an enemy, be whoUy, or in the greater part interested on either side)

no computation shall be made of the time of possession, but the

whole shall be adjudged to the recaptor, if the property retaken

shall have been peaceably resident in the hands of an enemy upwards
of 24. hours.

Besides those who are duly authorized to make captures by a

special commission from Congress captures of the property of an
enemy shall be allowed, when made

1. By a private vessel not having such commission, satisfactory

proof being produced, that they were made in repelling

a previous attack from an enemy.
p. 2. By any body or detachment of regular soldiers:

3. By inhabitants of the countiy, if made within cannon shot of

the shore.

4. By a aubicct By an armed vessel [sailing under a
See the Special .

•'
. e , i,r /-,!•• » r • , •

wording of the Commission] oi his Most C hnstian Majesty, during tho-
Minister's letter prcaent war with Great Britain.
as to condcmna- -ni i--r>--i ii-i
tion at the In- 5. By the crews of Bntish vessels, while captures of
nance of America, ^j^g ggj-t are licensed by the British.

Recaptures shall be made by no other pereons, than those author-

ized to make captures; except the crews of vessels retaken.

Of no capture by an enemy on land, and a recapture thereof below

high water mark shall restitution to the former owner-be made, unlesa

the property recaptured shall be distinctly and fully identified.

Condemnation shall be had of vesaela and other property, brought

off by any party of the British cncmj'.

The destruction of papers or the possession of double papere by
any captured vessel shall be considered as evidence

for condemnation, unless good cause be shown to the

contrary.
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From and after the first day of November, which shall be in the

year of our Lord 1781, any letters of passport or safe conduct granted

before the [27^^] day of March last, under the authority of Congress to

any person whatsoever for the removal of property from a place be-

yond sea within the dominions or possessions of the British king shall

be void.

Upon the capture of a vessel equipped in a warlike manner [com-

missioned as a Man of War or Privateer, by any of the

ships of war of these United States], the whole of the

property condemned shaU be adjudged to the captors, to be divided

in the following manner that is to say:

Upon the capture of a [any other] vessel Bot equipped in a warlike

manner, if made by a paWie vessel [of war] belonging

to the United States, or an}^ one of them, one half shall

be decreed to the United States, or the individual State as the caac

may bo, and the other half to the captors, to be divided as aforesaid

:

If by a private -vcsgcl - having a commisaion the whole ohall bo

adjudged to the captors to bo divided aecording to contract. '

If by a private vessel not having a commission satiafactory proof a

previous -attack -being -first made aa aforcoaid 2/3 [the

p. whole] shall be decreed to the United States, and 1/3-te

the captors, to be divided, as aforesaid

:

If by any body or detachment of regular soldiers the whole
shall be adjudged to the captors, to be divided as

aforesaid:

If by inhabitants of the country being militia in arms upon regular

duty for other purposea and within cannon Shot of the Shore, the

whole shall be adjudged to the captors and be divided as aforesaid:

If by "inhabitants -of-tbo-country, -bcing-militia, -in-arm9, -but not upon
regular duty, 1 /3-shall be adjudged to the-Stato, -and the remaining-8/3

to the captors to be divided, as aforesaid:

If by inhabitants of the country, being militia but-not in arms 2/3

shall be adjudged to the State, and the remaining 1 /3 to the captors,

to be divided as aforesaid^

If by-a Subject of hio moat Christian Majesty, 'the [torn] and -division

shall be according to the " ordonnanccs de marine"; and

If by the crews of British vessels, the whole shall be adjudged to

the captors, (except in those instances, in which the cap-

ture may belong to an American Citizen) to be

divided at the discretion of the Court.
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The ships and effects of a Citizen of the United States, or a Sub-

Piwsed septcnif jcct of an ally of the U. S. any foreign State other than
13!?, i'8i. an enemy retaken from a pirate and reclaimed by the

owner, within a year and a day from the date of the sentence of

condemnation, by a petition to the Court which shall have con-

demned the same, shall be restored to such owner, upon the pay-

ment of one third of the value of the ships and effects to the recaptor.

Where no claim shall be put in within a year and a day, the whole
value shall be adjudged to the recaptor.'

On recaj)tures of a vessel imder the protection of an hostile a vessel

[belonging to an enemy] equipped in a warlike manner,
or where the vessel retaken is so equipped the proportion

to be withdrawn from the original owner shall be divided as 'u\ the

case of a capture of an hostile [enemy's] vessel, equipped in a warhke
manner.

On recaptures of a vessel, under the protection of an hostile vessel,

not equipped in a warhke manner, and where the vessel retaken is

not so equipped, the proportion to be withdrawn from the original

owner shall be divided, as in the case of a capture of an hostile vessel,

not equipped in a warhke manner.

On recaptures by a british crew; the whole of the proportion to bo

withdrawn from the original owner shall be divided, aa in the case of

a capture hy a british crew.

No part ahall bo deducted from the proportion, -withdrawn from the

original owner, where the recapture shall have boon made by a voaaol

Ottcd out at private cxpcncc.

Upon the capture of a slave belonging to 'the enemy,
ho shall be forthwith emancipated

Upon the recapture of a slave, [negro or mulatto] belonging to

[BecomraiM<.d; a citizcn of one of the United States, in which that
reported again.) property is yct tolomtod^ the same rules shall be ob-

served, as in the recapture of vessels.

The rules of decision in the several courts shall be the resolutions

and ordinances of Congress, public treaties, when declared to be so

by an Act of Congress, and the law of nations, according to the

general usages of Europe. Pubhc treaties shall have the pre-

eminence in all trials.

' This paragraph, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 59, III, folio 304.
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This act shall commence in force on the day of

next.*

• This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except the portions in brack-

eta wliich are in Thomas McKean's writing, ia in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 59, III, folios 297-300, 285, 291. It was made from the following draft:

In pursuance of the power delegated to Congress by the Confederation, in cases of

capture on water

Be it enacted ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, that from and

after the day of next, all resolutions of Congress relating to captures

on water and coming within the purview of this ordinance, shall be null and void.

But until that day all questions of this sort arising before that day shall be determined

at any time during the present war with G. B. according to them in the same manner,

as if this ordinance had never been made.

It shall be lawful to capttire and make prize to obtain condemnation of the moveable

property herein after enumerated; if found on the high seas, or between high and low

water mark: that is to say:

1. All ships and other vessels of whatsoever size or denomination, belonging to

thfr^4Hg of Great Britain, or any subject of the noid king, any power or subject of a

power; being an Enemy of the United States of America with their rigging, tackle,

apparel and furniture;

2. All goods, wares and merchandizes, slaves being always particularly included in

these terms; belonging to tho said king,-9r any of his auhjortg, any power or subject

of a power, being an enemy of the United States of America, borne and foimd in a

British the bottom or vessel of an such enemy and all contraband &c: borne &c. on

board of any ships or vessels, belonging to a neutral nation.

3. All Contraband goods, wares and merchandizes, belonging to an aUied or neutral

power tc Witi-fhoro inoort from the Treaty with rraaco,) which, according to the

lay of nations as rccciTod among tho uaagos of Europe; arc justly donomicatcd con

traband, and found ic tho bottom or vcaao! of an enemy:—
In this description a slave belonging to a neutral power or its subjects actually

employed in navigating a vessel authorized to make seizures, shall be included:

4. All vessels, goods, wares, and merchandizes, taken by virtue of letters of marque

or reprisal.

5. All vessels, belonging to an ally of the United States if employed in carrying

contraband goods, wares or merchandize, or soldiers to the enemy of the United States.

The following Captures shall not be lawful, viz:

—

1. of hostile property found in neutral bottoms: contraband goods being always

excepted.

2. of hostile property under the protection of neutral cooatg, nations or princes.

3. of allied or neutral property found in the ship or vessel of an enemy of the

United States, contraband property being excepted as aforesaid.

4. of the property of an ally of the enemy unless contraband or found in the bottom

of the enemy; without a special act of Congress to that effect.

5. Qu: if some exception ought not to be made in favor of a Bermudian bringing

salt only.

No prince, nor other State, nor any subject of the same shall be adjudged an enemy,

until by some act of Congress shall be made declaratory thereof. The goods, wares,
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A resolution in aid of the law erecting the court of appeals;

and

An ordinance regulating inferior courts of admiralty in

certain cases:

Ordered, That these ordinances be considered on Monday
next.

Footnote—Continued

.

and merchandizes to be adjudged contraband are the following: (here enumerate

those denominated such in the Treaty of Versailles.)

Ilostilc property nhall be adjudged to be under the protection of neutral nationa

or pricco:, Then within raanoa shot of any territory- orcr which such nationa or pririccc

oiorciao the rights of soTcroigEty and jurisdiction.

If it shall manifestly appear that of any entire thing, of which div-ision cannot be

Express nentral niade without injury to its value, a subject of the enemy and a citizen

by other than the or a subject of a neutral power are joint holders, the whole shall be con-
euenij-. demned and sold for gold or sUver: oce ha'.f the proper proportion of

the neat produce of which shall be deposited in the Treasury of the State in which the

sale shall be, to be paid to the order of the citizen or neutral owner:

If such division can be accomplished, but neither the citizen or neutral owner, nor

his agent shall require specific restitution of his proportion, there shall be a sale in

the same manner as if the property were indivisible; But if in such case a requisition

be made to this effect, the due proportion shall be specifically restored according to

the ratio of the number and value of the property.

In all cases of recapture, in which a citizen of one of the United States is wholly or

QoMfthisouRht ''^ t^^ greater part interested, on both sides, ±e fonssr sTrncr ah^ill

not to be conform- -pay there shall be adjudged to the recaptor out of the true value of

able to the OrdI- the vessel and cargo or either of them J part; if the same have or
nance which gives

j^j^jjj been in the possession of the enemy 24 hours; ^ part, if more

captors after 24 ^^^ 24, but less than 48 hours; J part, if more than 48, but less than

bonrs 9G hour?, and J, if more than 96 hours, unless there shall have been a
(Yes In recap- condemnation thereof in some court of admiralty. In this instance

tares bythe ally.) ^^^ ^,^^1^ ^-^^^^ ^^ adjudged to the recaptor.

II a person not being a citizen of some one of the United States but the subject of a

foreign power in a'.liancc with them other than the enemy, be wholly or in the greater

part interested on either side, no computation shall be made of the time of possea-

sion, but the whole shall be adjudged to the recaptor, aftor ^-l hoviri: pogjceciui:.

If a person not hoing a citizen of some one of the Ti'nitcd State? bi.'t the ?'.:bjoct of a

neutral power be wholly or in the greater port intorcctcd on cither side, the '.ike adjudi

oiition aha!', obtain as ic a contcit bctwoon more citiiar.r.

Dnt nothing aha!! be considorod a; captured usti'. ±o battle be ever, or jure pea -

Boarion be taken by the cr.cn::y.

Besides those who are duly authorized to make captures by a special commission

the following pcrsonE may. captures of hostile property shall be allowed in certain

circumstances: to wit; those made by

—

A private vessel, not having such commi.nsion, upon palisfaclory proof, that they

were made upon the high seas in repelling a previous attack from the enemy;
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The report of the committee on the moti'on of the dele-

gates of Vu"ginia,was taken into considemtion, and certain

resolutions passed thereon.

On the report of a committee to whom was referred a

motion of the delegates of Virginia:

Footnote—Continued.

..,..^. „ By any body or detachment of regular soldiers, militia :n arms.
within Cannon ,

."
j n j i , • .,- . .

Shot of the Shore.
—''•-•- """"::: called to arms by authority or militia not in arms

Say Inhabitants of under such authority, or citizens not liable to militia duty bctTOon
Canntry. jiigh and low below high water mark*

^Thcre upon any contest between joint captors authorized to capture in different

characters- the courts of appeals and admiralty shall settle the proportions due to each
according to their labour, risque, expence, and real influence in capturing.

Recaptures ^Srf- shall be made by -Sri no other persons than those authorized to

make captures: except the crews of vessels retaken,

Condemnation shall be had of vessels and other property brought off by any party

of the British enemy in the ^anic mealier 30 long jj Ihc, and they shall be adjudged

to the party bringing them off, so long as the like rule shall be continued by the

enemy.

Of no capture by the enemy on land, and a recapture thereof bctn'ccn high and
X&w- below high water mark shall restitution be made, unless the

To prevent In- property taken be distinctly identified: whan identified, it jha'.! be
]ary to taker von ,: , , , . , . ., . , , ,

a new cargo. subject tc the same ru!o£ as tc the time 0: ite rcEidoncc :n the hands

:f the enemy, ac iic ahcvc set forth rcspceting vessels except that in

a!! r.:eh casoc, poascoaion by the enemy for 9C hours, shall absolutely divest the

property of the original awBef;
The destruction of papers, or the possession of double papers, by any captured

vessel unless good cause be shewn to the contrary or the fighting under the flag of

another nation than that from which the commission is derived shall be considered

as junt grounds sufficient evidence for condemnation.

From and after the first day of November, which shall be in the year of our Lord

1781, any letters of passport or safe conduct, granted before the — day of under

the authority of Congress to any person whatsoever, for the removal of property from

places within the dominions or possessions of the British King, shall be void.

Distribution shall be as follows:

Upon the capture of a vessel equipped in a warlike manner, the whole with hci

cargo of the property condemned shall be adjudged to the captors to
Apply to Mr

^^ divided in the following manner: (E. R. knows not the just
Boger Sherman. . ,

n k

proportions)

Upon the Capture of a Vessel not so equipped, if made by a public vessel, belonging

to the United States, or an individual, one half shall be decreed to
U brol off by a

jj^g United States, or such individual State, and the other half to

the captors to be divided as aforesaid: if by a vessel fitted out at the

expence of a private person, the whole shall be adjudged to him and paid, if he be
abcont to the ccmmandcr cr any other sigent for hi: U3c captors: if by a private ves-

sel, not having a commission, proof being made as aforesaid, J to the United States,

and i to the owner, or if he be absent te the commander, cr any other agent for his
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The Committee to whom the Rest)hition relative to supplying the

Govenior of Virginia with passports for the importation of salt, was
referred Report.

That it appears to your Committee that the command which the

enemy have of the Sea Coast of Virginia, and the navigable waters

thereof, wholly obstructs the importation and manufacture of salt,

and their late ravages through the eountry have reduced the ship-

ping to the lowest state, banished the seamen and destroyed all the

salt that fell into their hands.

That a supply of this commodity is absolutely and essentially neces-

sar}' for that State, as the army there, without salt meat, must
experience the greatest sufiferings.

Footnote—Continued.

«ser captors: if by a body or detachment of regular soldiers or militia for other pur-

poses upon regular duty ii: arm: under -uthcrlty the whole shall be adjudged to the

Captors to be divided in the following manner [deest] if by Militia not in arms under

authority or citizens not liable to Militia duty, i to the. United State: State to which
they belong; the other to them, to be di\-ided in the following manner: to wit

:

[deest]

Upci: the oapturc of a vcgac! act equipped in a warlike manner, \ aha." be alwaya

deducted for the U3C cJ the United States, where made by a vconc! ol vrar Lclcaging tc

'.hers, by regular sc'.dior? ar by militia in arms under authority; and fcr the uac of

x"~ individua! State, to which a Tcsrcl, militis. not in arm: under authsrity , si citizens

act liable tc n::i:tia duty making the capture may belong.—The balance :ba!I be

doc.-:c:i tc '.b: captcr:, t: be divided in the prcpcrtisn: aforesaid icccrding tc - the case.

- A third :bai'. net b: deducted, There the capture :hal! have been made by a vosoc!

On recaptures of vessels under the protection [of] an hostile vessel equipped in a

warlike manner or where the vessel retaken is so equipped the proportion to be
deducted withdrawn from the original owner shall be divided, as in the case of a

capture of an hostile vessel, equipped in a warlike manner.

Qa: If not best ^" recaptures made from an hostile -sessel not equipped in a war-

to Klve the whole like manner, or where the vessel retaken shall not be so equipped, the
of recaptures to said proportions shall be divided as in the ca.'^e of a capture of an ho.s-
the recaptors. ^jj^ ^.^^^^1 „„( equipped in a warlike manner.

But a third or any part shall not bo deducted where the capture or recapture shall

have been made by a vessel, fitted out at private expence and bearing

a commission.

Mem: in case of Omission a general reference to be made for the rule of decision

established in the Court-law, and to the law of Nations.

Make a clause as to Slaves.

This draft, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 59, III, folio 301. The following on folio 287 is in James Duane'swTiting:

(ienerai Law re- Negroes Mulattos or others whose services shall be claimed by an
Bpectln? property. Enemy shall bo emancipated.

But if the service of such negro, mulatto or other person captivated as aforesaid .sliall

not be legally claimed by a citizen of these United States he shall be set at liberty.

80382°—VOL 21—12 7
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That the unremitted duty of the Militia, has hitherto prevented

and for a considerable time will probably prevent, them from seeking

tliis necessary article at an}' distance from home.

That notwithstanding these difficult circumstances your Committee

considering the many evil consequences arising from opening a trade

with the Enemy under any circumstances whatever would have

recommended a negative to the Resolution proposed by the Dele-

gates of Virginia, had it not been for the Resolve of Congress of

indulging the State of South Carolina in the like request.

Your Committee therefore, apprehending the necessity of doing

equal justice to every State in the union under similar circumstances,

do recommend the following Resolution:

Resolved, That the President be authorized to furnish his Excel-

lency the Governor of Virginia with eight sets of passports by him
licencing either Bermudian vessels to import salt only into Virginia

Maryland, or North Carolina for the use of Virginia and to export

from thence for Bermudas only, com and flour to the same amount
in return, or hcence any American Vessels to export com and flour

to Bermudas only, and to import the full value thereof in salt only

into Virginia, Maryland or North Carolina, for the use of Virginia.

Provided not more than eight vessels in the whole be covered by said

Passports, for one voyage each, and that said Passports continue in

force only for the space of eight six months from this Date.

[Resolved, That sixteen passports be gi-anted to be

employed by the governoiir of Virginia in protecting

such number of vessels as shall be sufficient to import

fifty thousand bushels of salt for the use of Virginia;^

That eight passports be granted to be employed by
the governour of Maryland in protecting such a number
of vessels as shall be sufficient to import twenty-five

thousand bushels of salt for the use of the State of

Maryland.

That the said passports continue in force for the

space of six months from the date thereof, and no

longer.]

' This paragraph, in the writing of Joseph Jones, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, II, folio 264.
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Resolved, That the President inform the said gov-

emours that nothing less than the pressing necessities

of Virginia and Maryland could have induced Congress

to relax the resolution made against farther intercourse

with the enemy. That an abuse of this indulgence will

highly injure the American cause; and that Congi-esB

rely on them to guard the same against misapplication

by every possible precaution; and to cause the pass-

ports to be returned to the President after the accom-

plishment of the purposes for which they are now
granted.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1781

A letter, of 10, from J. Storey, was read;^ Whereupon,

Ordered, That J. Storey be informed that Congi'ess do, at

his request, dispense with his farther service.

A petition of George Fisher was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the auditors of accounts at

Albany, who are to liquidate the account of the petitioner

agreeably to the principles established by Congress in such

cases.^

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

At a Board of War August U"^ 1781

Present M' Grayson
M-- Cornell

Lieutenant Verdier of Colonel Armand's Legion had the misfortune

some time ago of being captured by the enemy in Virginia, when in

' These resolutions in reference to importation of Bait were entered only in the

manuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal and in Secret Journal, No. 8. The report, in

the wTiling of Eliaa Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 20, II,

folio 2G1. The portion in brackets is not in the report.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXI, folio 105.

' This paragraph, as an extract from the minutes, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 138, I, folio 483.
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the execution of an important commission from the Baron Steuben.

He is now on parole in this City, and has apphed to the Board for an

advance of money on account, which they are not authorized to

grant without the approbation of Congress.

As it seems but just that this gentleman should receive the same
sums as have been allowed to other officers of equal rank under

similar circumstances.

The Board beg leave to report

Resolved, That the Board of War be and hereby are

authorised to draw a warrant on the paymaster genei-al, in

favour of Lieutenant Verdier of Armand's corps, a prisoner

on pai'ole, for six months' nominal pay in bills of the new
emission, for which he is to be accountable.^

The report of the committee on the communications of

the hon''''^ the Minister of France was taken into considera-

tion, and after debate

:

War Office Aug 15tf>- 1781.
Sir,

The Board have considered that part of the report respecting M''

Pepin, which has-been recommitted, and beg leave to observe that

the contracts for this Post are framed in such a manner as not to

admit persons of this description.

When it was under consideration to furnish the citizens of South

Carohna with rations, the Board apphed to the Financier on the

subject who did not think himself authorized to appropriate the

money in liis hands to this purpose. He also observed that he did

not conceive himself responsible for rations wliich were out of the

purview of the contract. The Board have understood the Financier

wrote to Congress on the occasion and that in consequence thereof

that mode of furnishing the South Carolina Citizens was laid aside.

The Board are at a loss how to supply iP Pepin and his family

with rations, except they draw for that purpose on the contractor,

wliich is a method they think it will be impoHtic to adopt; the per-

mitting persons not concerned with the army to draw rations, has

been heretofore productive of great abuses as well as considerable

expence. The Board in forming the contracts had it in contempla-

tit)n to guard against the inconvenience in future. If however it is

the will of Congress that M'' Pepin shall be supplied in this manner

' This report ia in the Papers of the Continental Co7xgress, No. 148, II, folio 161.
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and the}' will be pleased to signify it to the Board, it shall be immedi-

ately done. This man has a wife and six children in great distress,

who it is very probable will suffer considerably if sometliing is not

done for their rehef. If Congress think it expedient to assist him
the Board are of opinion it will be more advisable to do it by means
of a sum of mone\'.'

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST i6, 1781

A letter, of 13, from General Washington; and

A letter, of 12, from Colonel Pickering, quartermaster

general, were read.

"

The committee to confer with agents appointed by the

people of the New Hampshire grants on the west side of Con-

necticut, and to whom was referred a letter from J. Fay, I.

Allen and B. Woodward, delivered in a report.

The Committee appointed to confer vnth. persons appointed by the

people of Vermont &? report

That your Committee this morning met Jonas Fay, Ira Allen, and
Bezaleel Woodward Esquires Agents from the people of Vermont and

exchanged powers with them mutually rec? ^rom their constituents.

That your Committee on carefully examining the Commission from

Thomas Chittenden Esqr stiling himself Cap^ Gen! Govr and Com-
mander in Chief of the State of Vermont (hereunto annexed) came to

an unanimous opinion that the s* Agents were not Authorized to treat

with your Committee agreeable to the Resolutions of Congress

appointing your Committee and by which they consider themselves

strictly bound, for that

The s^ Cormnission bears a prior date to the said Resolutions of

Congress and is not founded thereon.

That it appeared to j'our Committee by the information of the said

Agents, that the said Commission was given in consequence of the

Representative Authority of people Inhal)iting on the East side of

Connecticut River, and on the East side of Iludsons River within the

' Thia report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 165. It

appears to have been read on thi.i day.

* Washington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio

215; Pickering's is in No. 192, folio 77.
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twenty mile Line, together with the people of Vermont, Wherefore

your Committee submit to Congress whether they should proceed in

the said conference.*

The consideration of the report on the communications

from the hon*".'® the Minister of France was resumed and

concluded.

On the report of the committee, consisting of Mr.

[John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [James

Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [John] Sullivan and Mr. [John]

Mathews, to whom was re-committed their report on the

communications from the honorable the Minister of

France, and who were instructed to report instructions

to the honourable John Adams, respecting a treaty of

alliance with the United Provinces of the Netherlands :

^

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of these

United States at the Court of Versailles be directed to

inform his Most Christian Majesty, that the tender of

his endeavours to accomplish a coalition between the

United Provinces of the Netherlands and these states

hath been received by Congress, as a fresh proof of his

solicitude for their interests. That previous to the

communication of this his Most Christian Majesty's

friendly purpose, Congress, impressed with the impor-

tance of such a connexion, had confided to Mr. John

Adams full powers to enter, on the part of the United

States, into a treaty of amity and commerce with the

United Provinces, with a special instruction to conform

himself therein to the treaties subsisting between his

Most Christian Majesty and the United States. That

Congress do, with pleasure, accept his Most Christian

Majesty's interposition, and will transmit further powers

' Thia report, in the writing of Eliaa Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 40, II, folio 85.

^ These resolutions and the commission following were entered only in the manu-

script Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs, and in Secret Journal, No. 4. A copy is in Secret

Journal, No. 6, Vol. III.
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to Mr. Adama [their minister at the Hague] to form

a dcfonoivc [treaty of] alliance between his Most Christian

Majesty, the United Provinces, and the United States,

having for its object, and limited in its duration to,

the present war with Great Britain. That he will be en-

joined to confer on all occasions in the most confidential

manner with his Most Christian Majesty's minister at the

Hague ; and that provisional authority will also be sent

to admit his Catholick Majesty as a party.

Resolved, That Mr. John Adama [the minister pleni-

potentiary of these United States at the Hague] be and

he is hereby instructed to propose a dcfcnBivc [a treaty

of] alliance between his most Christian Majesty, the

United Provinces of the Netherlands, and the United

States of America, having for its object, and limited in

its duration to, the present war with Great Britain, and

conformed to the treaties subsisting between his Most

Christian Majesty and the United States.

That the indispensable conditions of the alliance be,

that their High Mightinesses the States General of the

United Provinces of the Netherlands shall expressly

recognise the sovereignty and independence of the

United States of America, absolute and unlimited, as

well in matters of government as of commerce. That

the war with Great Britain shall be made a common
cause, each party exerting itself according to its dis-

cretion in the most effectual hostility against the com-

mon enemy; and that no party shall conclude either

truce or peace with Great Britain without the formal

consent of the whole first obtained; nor lay down
their arms until the sovereignty and independence of

these United States shall be formally or tacitly assured

by Great Britain, in a treaty which shall terminate the

war.
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That Mr. J. Adama [the said mmister] be and he

hereby is farther instructed, to unite the two repubUcks

by no stipulations of offence, nor guaranty any posses-

sion of the United Provinces. To inform himself, from

Ml'. John Jay [the minister of these United States at

the Court of Spain,] of the progress of his negotiations

at the said Court; and if an alliance shall have been

entered into between his Catholick Majesty and these

United States, to invite his Catholick Majesty into the

dcfonsivo alliance herein intended ; if no such alliance

shall have been formed, to receive his Catholick Majesty,

should he manifest a disposition to become a party to

the alliance herein intended, according to the instruc-

tions given to Mr. Jay [the said minister] at the Court

of Spain.

And to -ontcr-into nO 'Trcatj-of dmity and -oommcrcc with tho United

Provincos-unIos9 tlio allianoo 'aforcgaid shall be dsscntod

unMJimoS'roiisent! to on thoir part, if overtures from which ho cannot

with honor -reGodo shall not have been already made
by virtue of hia former instructions.

[That in all other matters not repugnant to these

instructions, the said minister at the Hague do use his

best discretion.]

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of these

United States at the Hague be and hereby is instructed

to confer in the most confidential manner with his Most

Christian Majesty's minister there.

Ordered, That the foregoing resolutions be communi-

cated to Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jay requiring them
%e [our ministers at the Courts of Versailles and Madrid,

that they may] furnish every information and aid in

their power to Mr. Adama [our minister at the Hague]

in the accomplishment of this business.
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Ordered, That a Plenipotentiary Commission be pre-

pared authorising Mr. John Adams to enter into the

dcfonaivo alliance aforesaid

:

Resolved, That a plenipotentiary commiasion bo prepared author

izing Mr. Jay to aaaiat in the preceding- negotiation should hia

Catholick majesty manifest a disposition to become a party to the

Resolved, That the following commission be issued to

Mr. John Adams, for the purpose aforesaid

:

The United States in Congress assembled to all who
shall see these presents, send greeting.

Whereas a union of the force and coalition of the

several powers engaged in the war against Great Britain

may have a happy effect in conducting tendency to bring

the said war to a happy speedy and favourable issue;

and it being the desire of these United States to cement

an union and more intimate connexion form an alliance

between them and the United Provinces of the Nether-

lands: Know ye, therefore, that we, confiding in the

integrity, prudence and ability of the honourable John

Adams, late commi is iaioncr - of the United States of

Afiaci'ica at the Court of YcrBaillca, late delegate in

Congrc iss from the State of Maasachuaotta and chief

juatioc of the oaid State, have nominated, constituted

and appointed, and by these presents do nominate,

constitute and appoint him the said John Adams, our

commi anionor minister plenipotentiary, giving him full

powers, general and special, to act in that quality, to

confer, treat, agree and conclude, with the person or

persons vested with equal powers by his Most Christian

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except the portions in brackets

which are in Thomas McKean's writing, is in the Papers of the Conlinenlal Congress,

No. 25, I, folio 4e3.
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Majesty, and their High Mightinesses the States General

of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, of and con-

cerning a treaty of alUance between his Most Christian

Majesty, the United Provinces of the Netherlands, and

the United States of America; and whatever shall be so

agreed and concluded for us and in our name, to sign,

and thereupon to make such treaty, conventions and

agreements as he shall judge conformable to the ends

we have in view; hereby promising, in good faith, that

we will accept, ratify and execute whatever shall be

agreed, concluded and signed by him our said minister.

In witness whereof we have caused these presents to

be signed by our President, and sealed with his

seal.

Done at Philadelphia, this sixteenth day of August,

in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred

and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of our inde-

pendence, by the United States in Congress as-

sembled.'

(Signed) Thomas McKean, President.

Attest.

Charles Thomson, Secretary.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1781

A letter, of 8, from General George Washington, was

read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell]

Varnima, Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

' This report, in the writing of Charlea Thomson, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 25, I, folio 457.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 211. It

is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 332.
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A letter, of 9, from General P. Schuyler, was read, with a

letter enclosed from J. Deane :

'

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to money be

referred to the Superintendant of Finance;

That so much therefore as relates to the Caghnawaga
Indians be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore,

Mr. [Joseph] Jones.

A letter, of 16, from Brigadier General Moultrie was read,

with a memorial from sundry officers late from South Caro-

lina and Georgia :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of four:

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot,

Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee.

A memorial from D. C. Claypole, printer, was read:^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury.

A report from the committee of the week was read;

Whereupon,

That the memorial of Nathan Dorsey surgeon in the Continental

Navy now in this City on his parole, from New York, requesting that

his account may be settled and the balance paid him is reasonable

and as there is at tliis time no Admiralty Board to attend to and
adjust his claim that Pinnel Paymaster of the Navy Board

be authorised to settle the account of the Memorialist and certify

the same to Congress.

That the Petition of Joseph McMulUn praying that the hire of his

waggon and four horses employed in the service of the public in the

Southern Department and the price of the said Team wliich he

afterwards sold to the public may be paid him, be referred to the

Board of War to report.^

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, III, folio 565.

^ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 158, folio 521.

' This memorial, dated Auf^ust 17, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 41, II, folio IH; the letter transmitting it is in No. 78, VI, folio 51.

* This report, in the writing of Joaeph Jones, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 32. folio 221.
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Ordered, That a memorial of Nathan Dorsey, surgeon of

the continental navy, be transmitted to Joseph Fennel, pay-

master of the navy board, who is hereby authorised to settle

the account of the memorialist, and certify the same to

Congress;

That a petition of Joseph McMullin be referred to the

Board of War,

A petition of G. Crowninshield, N. Silsbee and J. Collins,

merchants of Salem, was read:^

Ordered, That it be refeiTed to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, ]\Ir. [Nicholas]

Van Dyke, INIr. [James] Duane.

Congress took into consideration the report of the committee

appointed by the resolution of the 7th, to confer with agents

to be appointed by the people of the New Hampshire Grants,

on the west side of Connecticut river; and to whom was

referred a letter from Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bezaleel

Woodward, wherein they represent, that the said J. Fay,

I. Allen and B. Woodward, have produced to them a commis-

sion, under the hand of Thomas Chittenden, esq. empower-

ing them, among other things, "to repair to the American

Congress, and to propose to and receive from them terms of

an union with the United States"; WTiereupon,

The United States in Congress Assembled desirous of bringing to

a speedy decision the claim of the people inhabiting the Territory

called Vermont to independence and an admission into the con-

federation, upon the grounds laid down in the resohitions of the

7*'' day of this instant, and Jonas Fay, Ira Allen, and Bezaleel Wood-
ward Esquires producing a commission under the hand of Thomas
Chittenden Esquire, impowering them among othc things to propose

to and receive from them terms of an Union of this said Territory

with the United States, and requesting to be heard on the subject

of their mission.

' This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, II, folio 118.
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Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee appointed

under the resolutions aforesaid to confcr-with [receive the propositions

of] the said Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bezaleel Woodward Esquires

in the same manner, as if they had been commissioDod according tx)

the 3aid resolutions giving [relating to the subject of their mission

and to give] notice to the Delegates attending Congress from New
Hampshire and New York of the time and place of such conforcnco

[receiving such propositions] and to report thereupon.

Resolved, That this resolution shall not be construed into a de-

parture from the pledge made by Congress in the resolutions afore-

said to the States aforesaid.*

Resolved, That it be an instruction to tlae committee to

confer with the said Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bezaleel Wood-
ward, on the subject of then* mission.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 1781

A letter, of 6, from W. Wintlirop, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take

order.

A letter, of July 1, from Sam' Parsons at Martineque; and
A letter, of 7 February, from O. Pollock at New Orleans,

was read.^

A letter, of 18, from J. Brown, enclosing a letter, of 14,

from Mr. Holker, with sundry papers enclosed, was read

:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a conmiittee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, Mr.

[William] Sharpe, Mr. [George] Clymer.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except the portions in brackets,

which are i:i tliat of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 40, II, foUo 87.

'' Pollock's letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 50, folio 261.
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Ordered, That a letter, of 16, from James Jay be referred

to a committee of three:

'

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [John]

Mathews, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee;

That a letter, of 20, from Doctor Oliphant, with a paper

enclosed, be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 29 May, from Major General Greene, was read,

with sundry papers enclosed :

^

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of Intel-

ligence.

The committee of the week was chosen

:

Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr.

[Samuel] Livermore.

A report from the Board of Treasury of the 16 was read,

respecting bills of exchange drawn by British officers, for

their subsistance while prisoners of war in the State of Con-

necticut, returned protested.

Ordered, That the same be referred to a conmiittee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [EUas] Boudinot, Mr. T[homas] Smith,

Mr. [George] Clymer.

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read,

respecting sums of old continental money in sundry loan

offices, &c.:

Ordered, That it be refeiTed to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [Joseph] Jones.

A report of the Board of War was read on the letter of

Captain J. P. Jones, Major S. Nicholas, and a petition of

Joseph Hardy

:

' Jay's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIII, folio 253.

The committee report, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is indorsed on the

letter, and recommends that 45862^ dollars specie be passed to the credit of Sir

James Jay.

^ Olyphant's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVII, folio

337; Greene's is in No. 155, II, folio 91.
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War Office August 15'^ 1781.

Sir,

The Board have considered the memorial of Captain P. Jones,

Major S. Nichols and Captain J. Hardy referred to them, and beg

leave to observe that they are altogether unacquainted with the

affairs of the Navy; as they are not possessed of any of the papers

relative to the transaction of that Department. They know not

what sums of money those Gentlemen have received, or what is due,

or on what funds to recommend warrants for payment, without being

liable to derange the appropriation of the funds already made in

that Department; they are likewise unacquainted with the rank and

mode of giving command to the marine officers ; under these circum-

stances we flatter ourselves Congress will pardon us in wishing not

to give our opinion on a subject we have so httle knowledge of.*

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on

the letter from J. Brown.

The Board of War, to whom was referred a petition of

Fabian Hamerly; and
War Office August IB"" 1781.

Sir,

The Board have considered the memorial of Fabian Hamerly
referred to them, and beg leave to inform Congress that previous to

exhibiting his memorial he appUed to the Board, and was informed

by them, that they were of opinion the moneys charged were justly

due; but from the low state of the Finances he could not receive

immediate payment; but supposed he might have his money funded

on interest until it could be paid. Wliich the Board are fully con-

vinced is all the Sujierintendent of Fmance will be able to do on

account of monies due before his entering into office.^

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the letter,

of 9, from Cha Pettit, delivered in their respective reports.

Treasury Office August 15'.''. 1781

The Board of Treasury on the letter of Charles Pettit, dated

August 9'^ referred to them by the United States m Congress As-

sembled, beg leave to report,

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 193.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 179.
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That were it proper for the Board to recommend an advance

to Colonel Pettit to pay the clerks, mentioned in his letter, em-

ployed in the business of the late Quartermaster General's Depart-

ment, it would be needless in the present instance from the exhausted

state of the Treasury, which cannot admit of any draughts in specie

or paper.*

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of the 1 6,

from Brigadier General Moultrie, enclosing a memorial from

sundry officers of the South CaroUna and Georgia fines,

defivered in a report ; "WTiereupon,

Ordered, That the Board of War direct rations of wood to

be issued to the said officers until the further order of Con-

gress.^

The committee appointed to confer with Jonas Fay, Ira

Allen and Bezaleel Woodward

;

The committee on the letter, of 8, from General Wash-
ington; and

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of

G. Crowninshield and others, defivered in their respective

reports

:

Congress took into consideration the report of the com-

mittee appointed to confer vvath J. Fay, I. Afien and B.

Woodward, and thereupon came to the foUowing resolution:

The Committee appointed to confer with Jonas Faj^ Ira Allen and

Bezaleel Woodard Esq" Agents from the State of Vermont Report,

That your Committee on the 18'? Inst met the Agents from the

State of Vermont and having informed them of the purpose of their

present conference and that the Committee were ready to hear any

proposition or to receive any Information the s? Agents should think

proper to communicate they dehvered to your Committee tlie paper

writing numbered 1 That thereupon Your Committee stated a

'This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 13G, V, folio 443.

2 This report, in the writing of John Mathews, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 463.
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number of Questions in wi'iting and requested written answers thereto

from tlie s^ Agents which we accordingly returned to your Committee

and both Questions and Answers are contained in the Paper writing

numbered (2)

That your Committee having thus obtained all the Information on

the subject referred to them, that the s^ Agents could communicate

beg leave to submit the same to Congress, together with sundry papers

delivered to your Committee by the s'? Agents for the Information of

Congress relative to the past proceedings of the State of Vermont.'

It being the fixed purpose of Congress to adhere to the

guarantee to the states of New Hampshire and New York,

contained in the resolutions of the 7th instant

:

Resolved, That it be an indispensible prehminary to the

recognition of the independence of the people inhabiting the

territory called the state of Vermont, to indcpcndonoo and

»» their admission into the federal union, that they expUcitly

reUnquish all demands of lands or jurisdiction on the east

side of the west bank of Connecticut river, and on the west

side of a Une, beginning at the north-west corner of the State

of Massachusetts) thence running twenty miles east of

Hudson's river, so far as the said river runs north-easterly

in its general course ; then by the west bounds of the town-

ships of Wells, Poultncy, Castlcton Hughbarton and Dun
bai' to Woedcrcok thonec along the same granted by the late

government of New Hampshire to the river running from

South Bay to Lake Champlain, thence along the said river to

Lake Champlain, thence along the waters of Lake Champlain

to the latitude 45 degrees north, excepting a neck of land

between Missiskoy Bay and the waters of Lake Champlain.

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [William] Sharpe,

' This report, in the writing of Eliaa Boudinot, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 40, II, folio 1.
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New Hampshire,
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The report of the committee ||consisting of Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Varnum, Mr. Sherman || on the letter, of the 8, from

General Washington, was taken into consideration, wherein

the committee state:

The Committee to whom the letter from the Commander in Chief

of the 8"" instant was referred do report

"that at a meeting of the commissaries of prisoners for both

parties, at Germantown, in the month of June, 1778, a

demand was made by the American commissary for payment
of a number of Canadian officers, taken at St. John's and

Chamblee, and sent into the British lines in 1776. The
British commissary at the same time demanding an allow-

ance for four hundred and forty American prisoners taken at

the Cedars, and retiu-ned on parole: that it was then agreed

between the said commissaries that both these demands
should rest, one against the other, till the British commissary

should obtain a certificate";

from Governor Carleton of Canada, testifying the true rank of the

said Canadian Officers, wlien a mutual settlement of each of these

demands should be made. That the British Commissary hath not

yet given any notice of his having obtained any such certificate.

Your Cotmnittee beg leave to submit the following resolutions:

Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and he is

hereby authorised, to go into a full exchange of Lieutenant

General Burgoyne, and all the remaining officers of the Con-

vention of Saratoga, with the enemy, in such manner as to

him shall appear most conducive to the general interests of

the United States.

Resolved, That the prisoners taken by the enemy at the

Cedars, may be considered as subjects of exchange, notwith-

standing any former resolutions of Congress to the contrary

;

and that the Commander in Chief be, and hereby is instructed
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to charge in the intended exchange, the several officers taken

in Canada, and whose ranks were disputed by the enemy
and engaged b}'^ their commissary to be settled and adjusted

in manner aforesaid, according to the ranks mentioned in

their paroles, unless the enemy produce sufficient proof of a

different rank.'

The report of the committee on the report of the Board of

Treasur}'' relative to certain bills of exchange, was taken into

consideration; and, thereupon.

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and he is

hereby instructed to remonstrate to the commanding officer

of the British troops, on the subject of sixteen sets of bills of

exchange, drawn by sundry British officers prisoners of war,

in payment of the allowance of two dollars per week, allowed

them by Congress, and by the said officers ordered to be

protested, as appears by the several protests attending the

said bills; and that he report the answer of the said com-

manding officer to Congress

:

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury furnish the com-

mander in Chief with certified copies of the said bills, pro-

tests, and the letters attending them, without mentioning

tho name of William Donaldson the writer of - one of the

letters. ^

The report of the committee on the report of the Board of

War respecting Robert EUiot, lieutenant on an expedition to

New Orleans, was taken into consideration; and Thereupon,

Ordered, That the Board of War issue a warrant on the

paymaster general, in favour of Robert EUiot, for thirty

three pounds - seven shillings and sixpcnoc Pcnsylvania

currency eighty-nine dollars specie that sum appearing to be

' This report, in the writing of Elias Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 359.

- This report, in the writing of Elias Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 26, folio 309.
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due to him from the first day of January, 1778, to the last of

March inchisive for pay and retained rations.*

On motion of the committee to whom was referred the

report of the Board of Treasury of the 20th

:

Ordered, That so much of the said report as relates to

supplying money to the steward of the household of his

Excellency the President of Congress be referred to the

superintendant of finance to take order.

A report of the Board of War, of the 14th, [13th] was
taken into consideration, and after debate

:

War Office August 13"^ 1781.

SlE,

The Board have transmitted the memorial of the officers of the

fourth Regiment of Artillery referred to them, to the Commander in

Chief for his sentiments and have the honor to enclose Congress the

copies of his letters on tliis subject. The Commander in Chief is of

opinion that the resolve of the 25"^ of May had not a retrospective

operation and that therefore all promotions antecedent to this period

should be made agreeable to the practice then existing which was
that the officers of the four Regiments of Artillery and four Regi-

ments of Cavalry respectively should rise lineally in the rank of

field officers and regimentally to Captaincies.

The officers of the Fourth Regiment seem to rely on several resolves

of Congress as set forth in their Memorial, and on the Articles of

Confederation, and are of opinion that after their ratification the

lineal connection with respect to the four Regiments of Artillery was
dissolved. The Articles of Confederation were ratified the first day
of March in the present year and Col. Proctor resigned the lO"" of

April.

The Board beg leave to suggest to Congress the necessity of a

speedy determination as there is great uneasiness among the officers

which in all probability may affect the good of the service. The
Commissions required by the Commander in Chief in his letter of

the 8"" of June have been made out; but are [not] authorized untill

the pleasure of Congress shall be known.^

' This report, in the writing of Thomaa Smith, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 217.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 197.
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Theo-

dorick] Bland, Mr. [Roger] Sherman:

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee

on the report of the Board of War of the 9th

:

The members added, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mr. [George]

Walton.

The delegates of Virginia laid before Congress a letter, of

19th, from A. Spotswood:^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [James]

Duane, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland.

On a reconsideration of the resolution respecting the

people inhabiting the New Hampshire Grants, it was altered

and agreed to as follows:

It being the fixed purpose of Congress to adhere to the

guarantee to the states of New Hamj^shire and New York
contained in the resolution of the 7th instant.

Resolved, That it be an indispensible preliminaiy to the

recognition of the independence of the people inhabiting the

territory called Vermont and their admission into the federal

Union, that they explicitly relinquish all demands of lands

or jurisdiction on the east side of the west bank of Connecti-

cut river and on the west side of a line beginning at the

northwest corner of the State of Massachusetts, thence

running twenty mQes east of Hudson's river so far as the

said river runs northeasterly in its general course, then bj'

the west bounds of the townships granted by the late govern-

ment of New Hampshire to the river running from South

Bay to Lake Champlain, thence along the said river to Lake

Champlain, thence along the waters of Lake Champlain to

the latitude forty-five degrees north, excepting a neck of

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXI, folio 109.
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land between Missiskoy Bay and the waters of Lake Cham-
plain.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1781

A letter, of 17, from General Washington, was read:'

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed

on the 28 of July to confer with the Commander in Chief,

the superintendant of finance and the Board of War.
A memorial of Christian Wirtz ; and

A letter, of 22, from M. Livingston, were read:*

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.

On motion of Mr. [George] Walton, seconded by Mr.

[Richard] Howly

:

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of the

11, on the memorial of Alexander Heguy, be referred to a

conmaittee of three

:

The members, Mr. [William] Sharpe, Mr. [George] Walton,

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer.

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr.

[Edmund] Randolph,

Resolved, That in case General Burgoyne shall have been

exchanged for the hon"' Henry Laurens, credit shall be given

for the officers which may be received for him in the general

exchange, authorised by the resolution of the 21st.

The committee to whom was referred the business before

the grand committee delivered in a report:

Ordered, That it be an order of the day for to Morrow.

' A copy of this letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 169, volume

8, page 171.

' Livingston'a letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV,
folio 485.
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The Committee appointed to prepare an Exposition of the Confed-

eration, a plan for its complete execution and supplemental articles

report,

That they ought to be discharged from the exposition of the Con-

federation because such a comment would be voluminous if coexten-

sive with the subject, the omission to enumerate any Congressional

powers become an argument against their existence, and it will be

early enough to insist upon them, when they shall be exercised and

disputed.

They farther report that the Confederation requires execution in

the foUomng manner
1 By adjusting the mode and proportions of the Militia aid to be

furnished to a sister State labouring under Invasion.

2 By describing the privileges and immunities to which the citizens

of one State are entitled in another.

3 By setting forth the conditions upon which a criminal is to be

dcliv^ up by one State upon the demand of the executive of another.

4 By declaring the method of exemplifying records and the oper-

ation of the Acts and judicial proceedings of the Courts of one State

contravening those of the States in which they are asserted.

5 By a form to be observed in the notification of the appointment

or suspension of Delegates.

6 By an oath to be taken by every Delegate against secret trusts

of salaries.

7 By specifying the privileges of delegates from arrests, imprison-

ments, questioning for free speech and debates in Congress sa\-ing as

well their amenability to their constituents, as protesting against the

authority of individual legislatures to absolve them from obligations

to secrecy.

8 By instituting an oath to be taken by the Officers of the U. S.

or any of them against presents, emoluments, office or title of any

kind from a King Prince or Foreign State.

9 By one universal plan of equipping, training and governing the

Militia.

10 By a scheme for estimating the value of all land within each

State granted to or surveyed for any person or persons together with

the buildings and improvements thereon: and the appointment of

certain periods at which payment shall be made.

1

1

By establishing rules for captures on land and the distribution

of the sales.
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12 By ascertaining the jurisdiction of Congress in territorial ques-

tions.

13 By erecting a mint.

14 By fixing a Standard of weights and measures throughout

the U. S.

15 By appointing a Com" for Indian affairs.

16 By regulating the Post-Officc.

17 By establishing a Census of white Inhabitants in each State.

18 By publishing the Journal of Congress monthly.

19 By registering seamen.

20 By liquidation of old accounts against the U. S: and
21 By providing means of animadverting on delinquent States.

Resolved, that of the preceding articles, the 9'? be referred to the

Board of War, the

13'!' U'? and 16'? to the Sup' of Finance and the others to a Com^f

in order that the subject matter thereof may be extended in detail

for the consideration of Congress.

And Your Committee further report,

That as America became a Confederate Republic to crush the

present and future foes of her Independence

;

As of this Republic a general Council is a necessary organ;

And without the extension of its power in the cases hereinafter

enumerated War may receive a fatal inclination and peace be exposed

to daily convulsion;

It be resolved to recommend to the Several States to authorise the

U. S. in Congress assembled,

1 To lay Embargoes in time of war without any limitation.

2 To prescribe rules for impressing property into the service of the

U. S. during the present war.

.3 To appoint the Collectors of and direct the mode of accounting

for taxes imposed according to the requisitions of Congress.

4 To recognise the Independence of and admit into the federal

Union any part of one or more of the U. S., with the consent of tho

dismembered State.

5 To stipulate in treaties \vith foreign nations for the establishment

of consular power, without reference to the States individually.

6 To destrain the property of a State delinquent in its assigned

proportion of Men and Money.

7 To vary the rules of suffrage in Congress, taking care that in

questions for waging war
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Granting letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace

Concluding or giving instructions for any alliance

Coining money
Regulating the value of coin

Determining the total number of land and sea forces and allotting

to each State its quota of men or money.

Emitting bills of credit.

Borrowing money.

Fixing the number and force of Vessels of War, and appointing a

Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy. At least two thirds of

the U. S. shall agree therein.

Resolved, That a Com^.^ be appointed to prepare a representation to

the several States of the necessity of these supplemental powers and

of pursuing in the modification thereof, one uniform plan.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 1781

A memorial from the hon''.'*' the Minister of France was read

:

Ordered, That it be refeiTed to the committee on the pro-

posed convention respecting the powers, &c., of consuls,

vice consuls and agents.^

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-

upon,

Ordered, That a petition of John Compti be referred to the

Board of War.^

The report of the committee on the report of the Board of

War on the letter, of 27 July, from T. Pickering, quarter-

master general, respecting forage collected and used in West-

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 24, folio 49. It is indorsed " delivered in August 22, 1781.

Committee: Mr. Randolph, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Varnum", and is in the list of post-

poned reports in No. 31, folio 371-^.

- This order was also entered in manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 227.
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Chester County, was taken into consideration, and after

debate

:

The Committee to whom was referred the Keport of the Board of

War upon the Quarter Master General's Letter respecting Forage in

West Chester County in the State of New York, beg Leave to report

the following Resolution:

That the Quarter Master General take an exact Account of the

Number of Horses, Oxen and fat Cattle belonging to the Allied Army,
that have been or shall be pastured in the County of West Chester in

the State of New York during the present campaign, ascertaining the

Number of days respectively ; and the munbcra of Horgos, Oxcn, -ftnd

fat Cattle belonging to each Army, and give Certificates and that he

give Certificates accordingly from Time to Time to any person or

persons who shall be authorised to receive the same.

Resolved, That the allowance and Pay for Forage consumed a3

aforesaid, must be referred to future Adjustment and a Settlement

between the United States and the State of New York.*

Ordered, That it be re-committed.

J. Pennel, paymaster of the navy board, having according

to order settled the account of Nathan Dorsey and certified

the same to Congress:

Ordered, That it be returned to him for payment.

The report of the committee on the letter, of 18 June, from

the governor of Massachusetts, was taken into consideration,

and after debate

:

Ordered, That the same be referred to the superintendant

of finance, and that he report thereon with all convenient

dispatch.

The report of the committee on the reports before Congress

previous to the 25 July was taken into consideration; and
Thereupon,

The committee appointed to revise the reports depending before

Congress on the sixth 25"' day of July 1781, and report which of them

' This report, in the writing of Jamea Mitchell Vamum, in in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 1G3. See post, September 7.



898 Journals of Congress

are fit to be acted upon, report that the following reports of the

Board of War, to wit

:

The reports

—

Bearing date

For discharging the brigade chaplain of light dragoons. 27 May 1779

For paying for the leaden spouts, taken for public use

from the city of Philadelphia 24 July 1779

For recompencing James Byars for laying himself out

for the business of a public founder, and cancelling

the contract made with him 23 Dec. 1780

For paying Benjamin Darrell for the hire of a Tessel,

employed in transporting certain persons (prisoners)

from Charlestown 17 July 1781

For equipping Geographer Hutchins 17 July 1781

For paying for the passage of certain officers from

Charlestown 20 July 1781

Ought to be acted upon.

That the report relative

—

To arms, cloathing, &c being private property lost by Bearing date.

soldiers. 3 Dec. 1779

To the rank and leave of absence for Colo. Fleury 3 Feb. 1781

To equipping Moylan's regiment — 7 Mar. 1781

To the western department 19 Mar. 1781

To the rank of Brigadier General Thompson 3 Apr 1 1781

To furnishing money to Dr. Peres 16 May 1781

To the medical department 11 June 1781

To permitting Lieutenant Moore of the Convention

prisoners to go to Ireland on parole 12 June 1781

To the western frontiers on Colo. Broadhead's infor-

mation 13 June 1781

To the pay of J. D. Weaver, a discharged hospital

mate ...20 June 1781

Ought not to be acted upon.

That the following reports from the Board of Treasury, to wit:

The report relative

—

Bearing date.

To the payment of interest on loan office certificates.. 21 Jan''. 1781

To Colo. Gist's expences to the Cherokees 27 Feb^. 1781

To salaries to the commissioners of loan offices 23 Feb^. 1781
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Bearing date.

To Ebenezer Greene, one of the hostages left in Canada. 7 Mar. 1781

To Monsr. du Coudray's affairs 12 Mar. 1781

To loan officers, who have neglected to make proper

returns to the board of treasury 29 Mar. 1781

Ought to be acted upon.

That the report relative

—

Bearing date.

To the fancy-work of F. Hopkinson 27 Oct. 1780

To the owners of certain quantities of rum 22 Jan^ 1781

To an advance of money to recruit Armand's legion.. 27 Jan^. 1781

To paying J. Ross with bills for selling tobacco 20 Feb. 1781

To supplies furnished Mr. Holker 6 April 1780

To the depretiation allowed certain civil officers 7 April 1781

To Wm. Kinnan's salary, as copperplate printer 12 April 1781

To money to be paid to Jacob Hiltzeimer 22 May 1781

To money to be paid E. Hazard, and Mr. S. Johnson.. 6 July 1781

Ought not to be acted upon.

That the following reports from the Board of Admiralty, to wit.

The report relative

To the return of British prisoners before the sailing of Bearing date.

the merchantmen 20 July 1780

To appointment of Captain Nicholson to the com-
mand of the Confederacy 20 Oct. 1780

To the arrest of Capt. Young 9 Dec. 1780

To the payment of depreciation to the sailors of the

TmmlmU __. 1 June 1781

To filling up the Admiralty Board 28 Oct. 1779

To a clerk for the Navy board 20 Dec. 1780

To in intended voyage of the Active Packet 23 Dec. 1780

To manning the Frigate Trumbull . 6 June 1781

Ought not to be acted upon.

That the Report relative Bearing date.

To the payment of money to N. Bush 9 Oct. 1780

To the communications of the Minister of France as

to captures 23 Jany . 1 781

To T. [J] D. Schweighauser's accounts 15 June 1781

Ought to be acted upon.
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That the following reports of Special Committees to wit

The report relative to

An Inquiry into the conduct of James Anderson for Bearing date.

selling public hemp 25 Nov. 1779

A plan of conducting commercial affairs 29 Nov. 1779

Ai-ranging reports 9 May 1780

General Greene as quarter master general 26 July 1780

Bills to be furnished to Governor Kutledge 21 Aug. 1780

The privileges of members of Congress 24 Aug. 1780

A vessel belonging to Chas. Crowly lost in public

service 10 Nov. 1780

Continuing loan offices. -. 15 Nov. 1780

The memorial of New Jersey 24 Nov. 1780

Supplies to the French fleet and army 24 Nov. 1 780

Takmg off the embargo 6 Dec. 1780

Raising regiments of negroes in South Carolina and

Georgia... 8 Dec. 1780

Ordering flour from the magazines in Connecticut 22 Dec. 1780

The resignation of Adjutant General Scammell 29 Dec. 1780

The recall of D' Franklin. _ _ 28 Dec. 1780

Specie for the use of prisoners 3 Feb^. 1781

il"' Laurens's confinement 2 Mar. 1781

Provisions to be sent to Fort Pitt 2 Mar. 1781

Removal of the German Prisoners — 9 Mar. 1781

Furnishing money to D^ Binney 14 Mar, 1781

Expences of General iI*Dougall in attending on Con-

gress 15 Sept. 1780

Payment of interest on issuing the bills of credit of

18"^ March 1780 2 April 1780

Employment of the navy 29 June 1781

Provisions on Hudson's River 21 May 1781

Rank of Captain Jones and Captain Nicholson.. 29 Jime 1781

Ought not to be acted upon.

That the Reports relative to Bearing date.

A Court of inquiry on General Howe; committed May 1780

Detention of the produce of the sales of the Nostra

Seniora's cargo; committed 12 July 1780

American seamen whom the British refuse to exchange. 7 Oct. 1780

Money requested by General Lee 3 Oct. 1 780
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Bearing date.

The appointment of a commercial agent 16 Jan^. 1781

A mode of ascertaining the value of articles furnished

to the public by individuals 31 Jan^. 1781

The superseding of William Geddes as Paymaster
General being founded on expediency not any de-

merit in him 7 Feby. 1781

The rank of captive oflicers ._ 12 Feb. 1781

The accounts of John Henderson 13 Feby. 1781

The half pay &c. of Col. D. Campbell 16 Jany. 1781

Paying S. Caldwell m bills of exchange 16 Mar. 1 781

Furnishing supplies 8 Mar. 1781

House rent and compensation for extra services to

J. Gibson-- 26 Jany. 1781

The pay of deputy quarter masters and artificers 13 April 1781

The purchase of blankets and Indians near Schenec-

tady.- - - -.- 29 Mar. 1781

The reward of Mr Dumas's Services 2 May 1781

Joseph Eaker's accounts 25 May 1781

Retahation for British cruelty - 11 June 1781

Ought to be acted upon.

Resolved, That -the -Sccrctarv of Congress prepare a -stp
'

^ of tho

reports which shall -bc horcaffcor delivered into his hands-e-: have boon

Mil (JUU V 'J.Uil V *.^I TJU 3111UV5 vli\J —-— HIT y V/1 tTtXl^y ^ J. I C7-L^ UUTX ULtUV^Ul^Ll UlJUll

specifying by -whomand whcnmadc together-with tho puiport -thorcof.

Resolved, That the Secretary of Congress prepare and preserve a

similar state of all the reports delivered at any time into his hands

since the sixth 25 day of July 1781, so much as relates to a fitness or

unfitness to be acted upon excepted, and that he read a list of all the

depending reports every day immediately after the dispatches.*

On a report of the Board of War of the 27 May, 1779:

Resolved, That as the corps of Ught dragoons are generally

detached from each other, which renders it impracticable for

their brigade chaplain to perform the duties of his office, such

a chaplain is unnecessary; and that the present brigade

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 23, folio (i9. It is included in the list of reports in No. 31,

folio 371-=.
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chaplain to the light dragoons, if any there be, be discharged

from the ser\'ice.

On a report of the Board of War of 24 July, 1779:

Resolved, That the supreme executive council of Pensyl-

vania be requested to appoint proper persons to make a just

and Gonocionablo appraisement of the leaden spouts taken

in the year 1777, from the houses of sundry inhabitants of

Philadelphia, by order of Congress, for the use of the United

States; and that they du'ect the appraisers to return to the

Board of War and Ordnance such theii- valuation and

appraisement.

Ordered, That thc-Board of War and Ordnance on rocciYing the

said appraiacmcnt, direct the commiasarv general of militarv stores to

pay the sums—

d

ue "thereon to the—reapective persona -entitled to

receive the same, on their application. ^

On a report of the Board of War of 19 December, 1780:

Resolved, That the Board of War and Ordnance be, and

hereby are authorised and du-ected to take measm-es for

vacating the contract made by order of Congi'ess the 19 day

of September, 1777, with James Byers, cannon-founder.

Ordered, That the remainder of the report of the Board of

War be re-committed to the Board to take order.

Ordered, that-thG report of the Board of War, of 3 Feb
ruary,1781,on a memorial of Lioutonaut Colonel Flcuri;

That the report of the said Board, of tho 6th March,

1781, with an oatimato for equipping Colonel Moylan' e

corps

;

That the reports of tho aaid Board, of 15 March and 18

June, 1781, respecting tho woatcrn fronticra
;

That their report, of 3—December, 1770, rclatlTe to

arma, cloathing, &c.

;

' The report of July 24, 1779, ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148,

II, foUo 207.
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That their report,of IG Muy, 1781, on the ease of Boot.

Pei'ea
;

That the remaiudoi' of their report, of 16 June, on the

medical department

;

That their report, of June 12, on the caao of Lieutenant

Moure of the Convention priaonora
;

That their report, of June 20, on the caao of D. Weaver
;

That their reports of July 17 and 20, reapecting the paa

aagca of aundiy officera from Charleatown ; be not aotcd

upon.

Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the Board
of War, of 3 April, on a letter of Brigadier General Thompson,

be postponed.

Ordered, That the reports of the Board of Treasury, of 16

and 18 January, 1781, relative to the payment of interest,

be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James] Duane,

Mr. [George] Cljoner.

Resolved, That the memorial and accounts of Colonel

Nathaniel Gist, with the report of the commissioners of the

chamber of accounts thereon, be referred to the Board of

Treasmy, and that they pass to the credit of the said Colonel

Gist in the books of the treasury such sum as they shall find

to be justly due to him, the same to bear interest of sLx per

cent, per annum from the time it ought to have been paid

until payment is made.

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of 7

and 8 March, 1781, on the memorial of Captain Greene, be

referred to the Board of War.

Ordered, That a report of the Board of Treasuiy, of the

23 February, 1781, on the salaries of the respective loan

officers, be referred to the superintendant of finance.

86382*—VOL 21—12 a
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Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of 12

March, 1781, respecting the accounts of the late Mons du

Coudray, be referred to a committee of three:

Teeasuey Office March IS^ 1781.

The Board of Treasury to whom was referred the letter from the

Hon''!® the Minister of France to his Excellency the President of the

United States in Congress assembled on the subject of the affairs of

the late Monsieur De Coudray dated the 4'? instant beg leave to

report as follows:

That the Board hare attentively considered the Memorial of Mon-
sieur De Jardin, a brother of the deceased to Monsieur Gerard the late

Minister of France to these United States, which states the following

claims to be due to the Estate of the deceased, translated from the

French in the following words

:

Due from the 1°' of August 1776 according to the treaty

a copy of which is with the Congress until the 15"" of

September the day of his death, making thirteen

months and a half at twenty-four thousand hvres

per annum amounts to 27, 000

From which is to be deducted

—

Received in the paper of the United States

3523^ dollars at the rate of 57s. Id. of

France according to the Estimation of

Congress making 10, 057.. 2..

7

Granted for the return of his two servants 900..CO
10,957.. 2..

7

Balance 16,042..17..5

The Board upon enquiry find that the sum charged for pay is

according to the State given in by Mons. Le Brun Mons. Du Coudray's

secretary, and which it is presmned is conformable to the contract

made with Mr. Dean. They also find that the sum in paper currency

is agreeable to the balance, as adjusted with Monsieur Le Brun; and

that the only difficulty rests in estimating the value of the paper

money in the money of France, so as to do equal justice. Tlie

claimant fixes the value of the dollar at 57, Sous Id mentioning it to
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be the estimation of Congress. This is valuing the dollar at some-

what less than three livres; and the Board presume it is in conse-

quence of information the Monsieur de Jardin received from Le Brun

of the manner of his setthng the pay of the corps of ofhcers who came

to America under the of du Coudray and who returned

with him (Le Brun) to France, for it appears by the settlement of

the pay mil of those officers in which the French pay is converted

into dollars at 5 Uvres the dollar, that a ballance of 7220 dollars was

on the 17"' of November reported to be due and actually paid by a

warrant on the Treasurer of the United States; afterwards Congress

appointed a Committee to reconsider this report, who reported on

the 14 of the same month (to which the Board refer) that the sum
of fourteen thousand five hundred and eighty hvres should bo paid

them in bills of exchange on the Commissioners in Paris, which was
accordingly done, and valuing the dollar at five livres amounted to

2916 dollars. Upon what principle this allowance was made by the

Committee does not appear, but the presumption is it was to reim-

burse those officers the loss they would sustain in purchasing bills

upon France, and this opinion is strengthened, if the mode in which

the account of General De Formoy was adjusted is attended to: for

it appears by an Act of the IC^^ of February the balance was to be

taken in a bill of exchange at 3 livres per dollar, "being the present

exchange." This being the best State of the business the Board can

give, they beg leave to submit a report of the Commissioners of the

Chambers of Accounts made in consequence of an order of the Super-

intendant of the Treasury of the 4"" of Sept 1779, which is adjusted

on the principal laid down in the before mentioned Memorial and

constitutes a balance due to the heirs of De Coudray of 14,886 livres

4s. Id. but if the dollar is to be rated at five livres this balance will

be reduced to 7325 livres.'

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr.

[Roger] Sherman.

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of 29

March, 1781, with an account of the loan officers who have

neglected to make proper returns to the Board, be referred

to the superintendant of finance.

' This report is in the Papers of the Cotitinental Congress, No. 13G, V, folio 163.
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Resolved, That the report of the Board of Ti'caoury, of

27 October, 1780, on nn account of F. Hopkinaon;

That their report of 22 January, 1781, relative to the

owners of rum
;

That their report, of 27 January, 1781, respecting money
to recruit Armand'a legien;

That their report, of 20 February, 1781, for paying

J. Ross with tobacco;

That their report of 6 April, 1781, respecting supplies

furnished Mr. Holker
;

That their report, of 7 April, 1781, relative to the depre

elation to be allowed to certain civil ofSocra

;

That their report, of 12 April, 1781, on Wm. Kinnan'a
salary; and
That their reports, - of 22 May and 6 -July, - 1781, - for

money to be paid to - J. Hitzheimer -and -E. Hazard; h&
not acted on.

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report of the

committee on reports be postponed.

The Board of War, to whom was referred a letter, of 22,

from Musco Livingston, delivered in a report ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Board of War be and hereby are em-
powered to grant the proper passports to such vessel as shall

be employed by Muscoe Livingston at his expence for the

purpose of bringing his family from Jamaica on such terms

as the said Board shall think proper.'

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by
Mr. [James] Duane,

Ordered, That a circular letter be written by the President,

to the executives of the states unrepresented in Congress,

urging them, in the strongest terms, to send forward a fuU

representation as expeditiously as possible.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 209.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1781

The report of the committee on reports was again taken

into consideration; and Thereupon,

On a report of the Board of Admh-alty of the Sth of July,

1781:

Admiralty Office Jul)j [June] 5'* 1781.

The Board of Admiralty to whom the letters from T. [J] D. Schweig-

hauser were referred on the 3^ Instant have the honor to report to

the United States in Congress assembled as their opinion.

—

That as it is highly probable that Mr Palfrey, who was appointed

Consul General for the Kingdom of France perished on his passage

to that Coimtry, Joshua Johnson Esq?, to whom it appears by said

letters the ^linister Plenipotentiary had applied to examine the

accounts of T. [J] D. Schweighauser against the Frigate ATliavce, and
who thought he was not authorized to do it, should by an act of your
honorable body be empowered to execute that business, and that

the said Minister should be directed to pay the balance due to M'
Schweighauser, when said accoimts shall have been examined and
liquidated by M' Johnson.'

Resolved, That Joshua Johnson, esq. be, and he is hereby

authorised to examine, audit and settle the accounts of

T. [J] D. Schweighauser, against the frigate Alliance; and that

the minister plenipotentiary of these United States at the

Court of Versailles be, and he is hereby empowered and
directed to pay the balance that may be found due to the

said T. [J] D. Schweighauser, upon the liquidation and settle-

ment of the said J. Johnson."

Ordered, That the instructions to the delegates of Georgia

and then* motion thereupon respecting Major General Howe,
be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, IVIr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James] Duane,

Mr. [Edmund] Randolph;

' This rpport is in the Papers of tlie Continental Congress, No. 37, folio 485. The
indorsement shows that it was delivered and read June 15.

' This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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That the report of the committee, of 4 August, 1780, on

the letter, of 12 July, from J. Bradford, be referred to a

committee of three:

The members, IVIr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James] Duane,

Mr. [George] Clymer.

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance,

was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, ]\Ii-. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood,

Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

The committee ||
consisting of Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Lovell,

Mr. Atlee, Mr. Walton
1|

to whom were referred the reports

of the Board of War, of the 10th and 15, delivered in a report;

Wliereupon,

Resolved, That until the fiu^;her order of Congress, the

treasurer of the United States be, and he is hereby authorised

and directed to pay to Elizabeth Bergen, by quarterly pay-

ments, the sum of fifty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar

per annum, from the 13 day of July last.

That a warrant issue on the treasvirer in favour of Andrew
Pepin for eighty dollars on account.^

On motion of Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, seconded by Mr,

[Joseph] Jones,

Resolved, That the financier Superintendant of finance be,

and hereby is directed to make provision for support of the

civil list, agreeably to the resolution of the 30 day of Julj^ last;

the report of the Board of Treasury, and the act of Congress

thereon of the 2d instant, notwithstanding.

The Committee to whom it was referred to arrange the reports on
file, ia such order that those which call for most immediate Con-

sideration should be first taken up,

' This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, 1, folio 117.

This report, in the writing of James Lovell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, 1, folio 313.
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Beg leave to report,

That among others the Reports hereafter mentioned remain on
file undetermined and ought in the opinion of your Committee to

be taken up iii the order following:

1. Report of the Board of Treasur}' on General Arnold's Accounts.

2. Report of the Board of Treasurj' on supplies for the fleet of his

most Christian Majesty.

3. Report for a treaty of Conmierce with the United Provinces of

the Netlierlands.

4. Report of a plan for conducting Commercial affairs.

5. Report on Memorial of General OflScers.

6. Report on a Monument in honor of General Count Pulaski.

7. Report on an account of William Duer Esq.

That your Committee not having finished the business assigned

to them beg leave to sit agam.'

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of Charles

Crowly, beg leave to Report,

That his claim against the United States, being founded on an

impress of a vessel into public service, and lost in the necessary

defence of one of them, cannot now be taken into consideration, but

must remain to be considered with many other cases in the same
predicament, heretofore postponed by divers resolutions of Congress.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 1781

The committee of the week made report ; Whereupon,

The Committee of the Week
Report

A letter from the Inspectors of the Press. Referred to the Com-
mittee appointed to confer with the Superintendant of Finance, upon
the means of providing for the civil List.

A Petition from John Mulhallon praying payment for Horses lost

with Southern Army

—

' This report, in the writing of James Duane, in in the Papers of the Conlinenlal

Congress, No. 23, folio 55. It was delivered May 9, 1780, and on August 24, 1781,

decided: " Not to be acted upon."

' Thia report, in the writing of George Walton, wa8 delivered, as the indorsement

Bhows, on November 10, 1780, and token up August 24, 1781, when it wa? decided not

to act upon it. It is iu the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 13, I, folio 613.
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Referred to the Board of War.
A Letter from William Turnbull & C? addressed to John Brown,

Sec^ of the Admiralty, demanding the replacing flour borrowed for

the Frigate Trumbull.

Referred to the Boftpd of ' Wa? Superintendant of Finance to take

order.

A letter from George Turner with sundry papers enclosed.

Referred to the Board of War.*

Ordered, That a letter from the inspectors of the press be

referred to the superintendant of finance;

That a petition from John Mulhallon be referred to the

Board of War;
That a letter of William Turnbull & Co. to John Brown

Secretary of the Admiralty be referred to the superintendant

of finance to take order

;

That a letter from George Turner, with sundry papers

enclosed, be referred to the Board of War.
A report of the Board of War on the memorial of C. Wirtz

was read ; WTiereupon,

Ordered, That the memorial of C. Wirtz and the letter from

the Board of War, with the paper enclosed on the subject of

his account, be referred to the Board of Treasiuy, who are

hereby directed finally to adjust the same.

Adjoiu-ned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 1781

A letter, of 4, from Tho Jefferson, was read

:

Ordered, That the same be considered on Wednesday next.

A letter, of 18, from General Washington ;

^

A letter, of 10, from the governor of Virginia;

A letter, of 14, and one, of 21, from Major General Marquis

de la Fayette, were read.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 229; Mulhallon's petition is in No. 42, V, folio 265; Turner'

letter, dated August 23, 1781, is in No. 78, XXII, folio 473.

2 This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congrat, No. 152, X, folio 219.



August, 1781 911

A letter, of 16, from N. Barber, was read:

'

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the report

of the Board of War respecting an allowance for depreciation

to the staff of the army.

The committee of the week made report ; Whereupon,

The Committee of the week
Report

A Letter from Joseph Pennell pay master to the Navy Board. &'

Referred to the Committee appointed to cooler mth the Superin-

tendant of Finance upon M, Holker's letter, demanding flower sup-

pUed the TrumbuU.^

Ordered, That a letter, of 23, from J. Permell, be referred

to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. TQiomas] Smith, Mr. Paniel] Mowry,

Mr. [Richard] Howly

;

That a letter, of 25, from the lieutenant governor and

sundry members of council of the State of South Carolina be

referred to a committee of three, who are to confer with the

superintendant of finance on the subject: ^

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [John] Mathews,

Mr. [Edmund] Randolph

;

That a petition of Samuel Bryan be referred to the com-

mittee of commerce

;

That a memorial of James Finley be referred to the Board

of Treasur}^*

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 16

August, from James Jay

;

' The Virginia letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 71, II, folio 121;

Lafayette's, of the 14th, is in No. 156, folio 222, that of the 2l8t being on folio 230;

Barber's letter is in No. 78, IV, folio 241.

= This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 233.

" This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 72, folio 538.

* This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, foUo 231. Bryan's jjetition is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 41, I, folio 361. Finlay's memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 41, III, folio 252. /
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The committee on the letter, of 19th, from A. Spotswood;

and

The committee on the letter, of 24, from the superintendant

of finance, delivered in their several reports

:

Ordered, That a plan reported by the last mentioned com-
mittee for regulating the business of the treasury office be

referred to a committee of three :

*

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [George] Clymer,

Mr. [Thomas] Bee.

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
seconded by Mr. [George] Walton

:

Resolved, That the Board of War take order for sellmg the Guns
and Stores late belonging to the Sloop Argo in the State of Rhode
Island and discharge a Bill drawn b^- the President of Congress on
the Loan Officer of said State in favor of Mess^ Nicholas and John
Brown and bearing date the 3*^ July A D. 1781.

Bcsolvcd, That the cannon and stores belonging to the Sloop Argo
be disposed of by order of the Superintendant of Finance for Specie,

and that the Specie arising thcrcfrom -bo deposited in the hands of tho

said superintendant subject to the future order of Congress .
'

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, ]\Ir. [Samuel] Osgood,

Mr. [Theodorick] Bland.

The report of the committee on the letter, of 19, from A.

Spotswood, was taken into consideration ; and Thereupon,

Resolved, That the request of General Spotswood cannot

at present be complied with.^

A letter from J. Brown, enclosing a letter, of 15, from [the]

na\y board at Boston, was read ; Whereupon,^

' The plan reported is in the Papers of the Continental Conffress, No. 136, V, folio 445.

^ This motion, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 36, I, folio 217. The paragraph struck out is in the writing of

Theodorick Bland.
' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXI, folio 109,

indorsed on Spotswood's letter.

* The Navy Board's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Xo. '-6, foUo

245; Brown's, dated August 27, 1781, is in No. 78, IV, folio 245.
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The report of the committee on the motion relative to the

navy was taken into consideration, and after debate:

Ordered, That it, together with the letters aforesaid, be

re-committed, and that two members be added to the com-
mittee :

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [James]

Duane.

A motion was made by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded

by Mr. [Joseph] Jones

:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [James]

Duane, Mr. [John] Witherspoon.

A note was received from the hon*"'® the Minister of France,

enclosing an account of the arrival of a transport at Boston
with stores for the United States

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take

order.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 1781

A letter, of 27, from General Washington;^ and
A letter, of this day, from Major General St. Clair, were

read:

Ordered^ That the letter from Major General St. Clair

bo referred to the Bupcrintondant of finanoc.

A letter, of 30 March, from William Carmichael, was read :
^

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the good
ofl&ces of the Count de Montmorin to Mr. Jay be referred to

the committee appointed to confer with the hon'';^ the

Minister of France.

• This letter is in the Papers of Oie Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 224.

'Carmichat'l's letter is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American
Revolution (Wharton), IV, 341.
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The committee to whom was referred the letter from the

lieutenant governor and simdry members of the privy-

council of South Carolina,

The committee on the motion of Mr. [James Mitchell]

Vamum, and

The committee to whom was re-committed the plan of a

convention for regulating the powers of consuls, vice consuls

and agents, delivered in their several reports.

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for the consid-

eration of the last report.

The report of the committee on the letter from the lieu-

tenant governor and sundry members of the privy council

of South Carolina was taken into consideration, and, after

debate,

The Committee, to whom was referred the Letter from the Lieu-

tenant Governor, and Members of the Privy Council of the State of

South Carolina, Report

That altho' their sufferings cannot be remembered, but with appro-

bation of their patriotic fortitude, and resentment against the Enemy
it is not within the ability of the United States, great as those suffer-

ings may be, to make advances of money at present, not immediately

ministering to the operations of War.
But for as much as by the reestablishment of Government in South

Carolina, that State will be the sooner able to supply its quota of men
and money, the friends of America will receive fresh confidence,

and the British foe feel their impotence to abolish political power, as

founded upon the principles of the revolution;

And whereas the exertions of the said Lieutenant Governor and
Members of the Pri^^y Coimcil, will greatly contribute to the produc-

tion of these public benefits, but British avarice and perfidy have
thrust them from their country, spoiled of the means of returning

home, in defiance of a solemn capitulation;

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Superintendant of

Finance, to pay as soon as he can to the Honorable Christopher

Gadsden, Tho' Ferguson, Richard Hutson, Benjamin Cattell and
David Ramsay Esquires, each two hundred and sixty sbc dollars,
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and two thirds of a dollar in specie to be charged to the State of

South Carolina and that the Board of War be directed to furnish to

them a waggon and team

—

to cnablo them to roturn to the said

The Committee beg leave to set again,'

Ordered, That it be re-committed.

The report of the committee on the motion of Mr. [James

Mitchell] Varniim was taken into consideration ; Whereupon,

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Nicholas and

John Brown to the Delegates of Rhode Island and the motion of Mr.

Vamum thereon, report

Ordered, That a letter, of 30 July, from Nicholas and John
Brown to the delegates of Rhode Island, with the order on

Joseph Clark, commissioner of the continental loan office of

the said State, accompanying the same, be referred to the

superintendant of finance to take order.

Ordered, That the Board of War make sale of the cannon

and stores, now in the State of Rhode Island, and late belong-

ing to the sloop Argo, for specie only; and that the monies

arising therefrom, be placed in the hands of the superin-

tendant of finance.^

The Committee of Commerce reported on a memorial of

William Bingham.

Ordered, That Mr. [Theodorick] Bland have leave of

absence.

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The memJDers, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [John] Mathews,

Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolpli, in in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 72, folio 542.

' This report, in tho wiiting of John MathewH, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 425.
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Ordered, That the letter from Major General St. Clair bo

referred to a committee of three, who are to confer with the

superintendant of finance on the subject:

The members, [Mr. James] Duane, Mr. [James Mitchell]

Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] Jones.

The ordinance relative to captures was taken up for a

second reading, and some progress being made

:

The committee to whom was re-committed the plan

of a convention for determining and fixing the func-

tions and prerogatives of consuls, &c. delivered in a

report.

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for the con-

sideration thereof.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29, 1781

A letter, of 30 December last, from J. de Neuville & Sons,

was read.

A petition of Thomas Smith and William Stone was read :

'

Ordered, That it be refeiTed to the Board of War.

The committee on the letter, of 28, fiom Major General

St. Clau-;

The committee to whom was re-committed a report

respecting the marine department;

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on

the letter, of 25, from the lieutenant governor and several

' These two paragraphs were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs. See post January 2, 1782.

A letter of this date from Robert Morris was presented to Congress, probably on

this or an approximate date. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137,

I, folio 121.

^ De Neufville's letter, dated December 28, is in the Papers oj the Continental

Congress, No. 145, folio 49; the petition of Thomas Smith and William Stone, dated

August 27, 1781, is in No. 42, Vll, folio 117.
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members of the privy council of the State of South Carolina

;

and

The committee on the report of the Board of Treasuiy, of

12 March last, respecting the accounts of IMi-. du Coudray;

The committee on the letter, of 9th, from General Schuyler

relative to the Caghnawaga Indians; delivered then' several

reports.

Ml". [John] Mathews laid before Congress information given

by j\Ii'. J. Neufville, respecting the treatment of Colonel

Isaac Haynes by the British commandant at Charlestown;

and, thereupon, made a motion, which was seconded by Mr.

[George] Walton:

Wliereas Congress have been repeatedly informed that the officers

of his Britannic Majesty, commanding within these United States,

had in the most wanton and barbarous manner, in cold blood, put

to death divers citizens of these States, under the false and insidious

pretence of their having returned to their allegiance to his said

Majesty and had again revolted therefrom, and were taken in arms
fighting against his said Majesty's forces in America, when the fact

was that numbers of the inhabitants of these States had been

driven by the most cruel oppressions, to take protections from

accumulated violence under British domination—notwithstanding

wliich, reiterated violence continuing to be exercised on their persons

and property, had as soon as possibly they could openly profess their

love to their country by taking up arms in its defence wliich by the

most solemn engagements, they had been bound to do, and wliich

nothing but the duty they owed to their helpless wives and cliildren,

could have prevented them from doing in the first instance and

although repeatedly called on by British officers to take up arms
against their country they had uniformly refused to do, being directly

contrary to stipulations entered into by them, when they submitted

to receive protection under the British usurpation;

And Wliereas Congress have at length obtained the most indubi-

table proof of such their proceedings by the horrid murder of Col.

Haynes an officer in the militia of the State of H" Carolina and taken

as such in the just defence of his countiy, fighting against liis said

Majesty's forces in the said State of South Carolina, and having been
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one of those persons, who had been driven to submit to receive a

British protection. They in consequence thereof had ordered him
to be hanged, which order was carried into execution on the fourth

day of tliis instant August;

And Whereas it is the indispensible duty of tliis Congress, to guard

over the lives and Uberties of the citizens of these states and to cause

speedy and ample justice to be done on any man or body of men who
shall presume wantonly, against the laws of War, of nations and of

humanity, shamefully to violate the said laws, or any of them;

And Wliereas the officer, commanding the troops of liis Britannic

Majesty, in the State of South Carolina did cause to be hanged Col.

Isaac Haynes an officer in the militia of the State of S? Carolina under

sentence of his being a British subject, wlaich said act being not only

contrary to the laws of War, but highly dangerous to the welfare of

these United States if permitted to pass without just retaliation;

Therefore Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to

cause a British officer, now a prisoner within these United States in

the line of the British army of equal rank with Col. Haynes not under

the rank of a Major immediately to suffer the same death that was
inflicted on Col. Haynes.'

Ordered, That the said information and motion be refeiTed

to a committee of thi-ee: the members, IVIr. [Edmund] Ran-
dolph, ]\Ir. [James] Duane, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum.

Another motion was made by IVIr. [James Mitchell] Varnum

:

Ordered, That the same be refeiTod to the foregoing com-

mittee.

The report of the committee on the letter from Major

General St. Claii' was taken into consideration; \\Tiereupon,

The Committee to whom were referred the letter of the 28'!' of

August last from Major General St Clair, beg leave to report

—

That they have conferred with the Financier on the subject of the

advance of money requested by General St Clair for officers and pri-

vates of the Pensylvania line, and that he informs your Committee
that it is not in his power to make the said advances

—

That your Committee know of no means which enables Congress

at present to make the advance requested by General St Clair : and

' This motion, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Cmitinental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 81.
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they are therefore of opinion that his application ought to be trans-

mitted to his Excellency the President and the Supreme Executive

of the State of Pensylvania with an earnest request tlaat they will

take the most effectual measures in their power to enable General

St Clair to expedite the march of the troops mentioned in his letter.*

Ordered, That the application of Major General St. Clair

be transmitted to his excellency the president and the

supreme executive council of the State of Pensylvania and

they be earnestly requested to take the most effectual

measui'es in then* power to enable General St. Clair to expe-

dite the march of the troops mentioned in his letter.^

Congi"ess took into consideration the report of the com-

mittee
1

1 consisting of Mi-. Bland, Mr. Varnum, Mi*. Duane||

respecting the ||Board of Admiralty, the navy boards, and

the mode of conducting the business of the navy|| marine

department; and Thereupon,

Resolved, That for the present an agent of the marine be

appointed, with authority to direct, fit out, equip and employ

the ships and vessels of war belonging to the United States,

according to such instructions as he shall, from time to time,

receive from Congress:

That all prizes belonging to the United States be sold under

his direction, and the produce deposited by hkn in the hands

of the superintendant of finance:

That all accounts and demands for pay and for all dis-

bursements and expences, respecting the said marine, be

transmitted to the said agent for settlement and payment:

and that he cause regular entries thereof to be made and

kept:

That he shall be allowed a salary ©f pe*

uunum, and be - not - permitted—to - rcceivo any other fee

' This report, in the writing of JauieB Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 391.

* From this point the entries are by George Bond.
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commisfjion or omolumcnt wbataocvci', for hia oorvioca [at

the rate of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, in full of all

charges and expences whatsoever]:^ that he shall also be

allowed a clerk, who shall receive for his services, a salary

[at the rate of five hundred dollars per annum :]

^

That both the agent and clerk shall, before they enter into

then- respective offices, take an oath before the President of

Congress, well and faithfully to execute the trust reposed in

them, according to the best of their skill and judgment; [and

shall enter into bond with good and sufficient secm-ity for

the due and faithful performance of his office, which shall

be lodged in the office of the secretary of Congress :]
-

That as soon as the said agent shall enter on the execution

of his office, the functions and appointments of the Board of

Admiralty, the several navj^-boards, and all ci\al officers

appointed under them, shall cease and be determined

:

And lastly, that the registers, books and papers, belonging

to the admh-alty and navy boards, or in their custody, shall

be delivered over to the said agent, and preserved by him.'

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the election of

an agent of the marine/

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1781

The report of the committee Hconsisting of Mi. Sherman,

Ml*. Mathews, iir. Randolph 1| on the letter, of 25, from the

lieutenant governor and sundry members of the privy council

of South Carolina, was taken into consideration; \\Tiereupon,

' The words in brackets are in Thomas SfcKean's writine in the report.

2 The words in brackets are in Theodorick Bland's writing in the report.

^ This report, in the writing of James Duane, except as already specified, is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 28, folio 249.

* Here Charles Thomson resumes the entries.
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The Committee to whom was re-committed the letter from the

Lieutenant Governor, and members of the Privy Council of the

State of South Carolina, having conferred with the Superintendent

of Finance—Report the following Resolutions:

Ordered, That a waiTant be drawn on the treasurer to

advance to the Hon. Clii-istopher Gadsden, lieutenant gov-

ernor of the State of South Carolina, and the Hon. Thomas
Ferguson, Richard Hutson, Benjamin Cattel and David

Ramsey, members of the pri\'y council of the said State, the

sum of two hundred and sixty-six dollars and two-thirds of

a dollar specie, each, on then* application, and charge the

same to the account of the said State:

Ordered, That the Board of War fui-nish the Hon. Chi-isto-

pher Gadsden, Thomas Ferguson, Richard Hutson, Benjamin

Cattel and David Ramsey, with a waggon and team to cany
their baggage to South Carolina.'

The ordinance relative to captures was again taken into

consideration for a second reading, and some farther progress

being made therein:

Adjom'ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow,

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31, 1781

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

The Committee of the Week report as follows:

That a petition of divers of the Inhabitants of the State of Pensyl-

vania resi)ecting the depreciation of the money lie on the table.

That the petition of Roger Kean for himself, the Officers, Mariners

and Marines of tlie private Brigantine of War called the Holker be

referred to a special Committee.

That the memorial of Col? Van Schack be referred to a special

Committee.

• This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, !.-• in the Papers 0/ the Conlinenlal

Crnigresi, No. 20, II, folio 409.



922 Journals of Congress

That the letter of the Chev? Dubuisson asking permission to return

to France, Intreating that Congress would grant him some testimonial

of their approbation of his services, and that he might receive, if

possible, bills of Exchange on France on account of his pay, be referred

to a special Committee.

That the memorial of Mathew Irwin be read in Congress.

That the letter of Le^vis Evans and Anthony Carne the one late

a Carpenter's Mate, the other a private Seaman on board the Con-

federacy requesting the payment of wages due to them for services

on board the said Ship of War be referred to the Board of War.'

Ordered, That a petition of divers inhabitants of the State

of Pensylvania be referred to the committee on the memorials

from sundry merchants respecting depreciation;

That a petition of Roger Kean in behalf of himself and

others be referred to a committee of three:

The members, ]\Ir. [George] Clymer, IVIr. [Edmimd] Ran-

dolph, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll;

That a memorial of Colonel Van Schack and the letter from

ChevaUer du Buysson be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, ]\Ir. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Samuel

John] Atlee, I\Ii-. [Thomas] Bee;

That a letter of Lewis Evans and Anthony Carnes be

referred to the Board of War.

A memorial of Thomas Savage was read :

"

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [James IMitchell] Varnum, Mr. [George]

Walton, ]VIr. [Thomas] Bee.

A report from the Board of War, on a letter of this day,

from Brigadier General Knox, in pursuance of orders from

' This report, in the writing of Nicholas Eveleigh, is in th-? Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 32, folio 235.

The Pennsylvania petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42,

VI, folio 254; Kean's petition is in No. 41, V, folio 87; Van Schaick'a memorial is in

No. 41, X, folio 327; Du Buysson's, dated August 31, 1781, is in No. 78, VII, folio 403;

Evans and Cames's letter, dated August 30, 1781, is in No. 78, VIII. folio 371.

' This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio 175.
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the Commander in Chief, was read ; wherein they recommend

that it may be resolved,

War office August 31" 17S1.

Sir,

The Board do themselves the honor to lay before Congress the

Copy of a letter this moment received from Brigadier General Knox,

and beg leave to observe that Congress by their act of the 26"' of

April last directed the Board of War to cause to be repaired and sent

to the States of Virginia and North Carolina a number of arms

not exceeding 2000 to each State. A part have been repaired and

forwarded to Virginia, and about 1000 arc now ready that were

intended for Xorth Carolina which must be sent mth the army now
going to the Southward, if the request contained in the enclosed

letter is complied ^\•ith, and notwithstanding the Board are decided

in opinion that General Knox's request should be complied with, yet

when they consider the aforementioned Resolution they do not think

themselves at liberty to give the necessary orders. Should Congress

agree to the opinion of the Board it may be proper to resolve.

That the Board of War take order for forwarding to the

southern army, all the repaired arms in the city of Phila-

delphia, to be disposed of as the Commander in Chief shall

think proper, the resolution of the 26th of April last not-

withstanding.

N. B. If Congress should think proper to agi-ee to the report the

Board will direct the quantity allotted to North Carolina to be

repaired out of the arms upon hand in this City and sent forward as

soon as possible.'

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Sharpe, seconded by

Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to strike out the words "southern army,"

and in Heu thereof, insert, "governor of the State of North

Carolina;" and to strike out what follows the word "Phila-

delphia," and in Ueu thereof, insert, "for the purpose of

arming the new levies raised in that State for the service of

the United States."

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [William] Sharpe,

' This report w in the Papers o/llie Conlineidal Congress, No. 148, II, folio 217.
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New Hampshire,
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So it was resolved in the affirmative.

Another report of the Board of War was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee.

Ordered, That Mr. M[eriwether] Smith have leave of

absence.

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Vandyke,

Mr. Ellsworth,
I

i to whom was referred the memorial of the

honorable the Minister of France of 23, informing, "that the

situation of affairs requires that Mr. de I'Etombe, consul-

general of France, in the four New England states, should

inmiediately repair to the place of his destination, delivered

in a report; [^\^lereupon,]'

The Committee to whom was Keferred the Memorial of the Minister

of France of the 23'? of August 1781, Report,

That upon M. de L'Etombe coniaul ocncral of Franco in the States

of New Hampshire, Mnssachuscttg, Connecticut and

—

Rhode Island

sion to the United States in Congress Assembled,

An act be thereupon passed, recognizing him in his proper char-

acter,

That this act be dehvered to the Supreme Executive power of

the States aforesaid, to be registered by them to whicli lie is sent.

That upon the dehverj' thereof, the exequatur or a public notifica-

tion of the quality of M. do I'Etombe shall issue from the Supreme
Executive power without fee or perquisite of office, and that until

the ratification of some convention respecting consular power between

the United States and his Most Christian Majesty, the same mode of

recognition be observed.

Resolved, That the act of recognition, and the exequatur ought to

be in the following forms:

The act of recognition.

By the United States in C'ongrcss Assembled.

It is hereby made known to all, whom it may concern, that full

credence and respect arc to be ])aid to M. de L'Etombe, as Consul

' This paragraph and the resolutions following wore also entered in the manuscript

Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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General of France for the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts

Bay, Connecticut and Khode Island and Providence Plantations

which States are called upon respectively, by virtue of the powers,

delegated by the confederation to the United States in Congress

Assembled, to furnish the said M. de L'Etombe ^vith their exequatur,

or a notification of liis quality, dehvering one copy thereof to the said

M. de L'Etombe and causing another to be published in one or more
gazettes.

Done at Philadelphia this day of in the year &c.

Resolved, That the President inform the Supreme Executive power
of the States aforesaid, that Congress recommend for the sake of uni-

formity the following form of the exequatur to wit:

To all, whom it may concern:

M. de L'Etombe having been recognized by the United States in

Congress Assembled as Consul General of France in the

aforesaid. It is hereby declared, that the privileges, pre-eminence and
authority, belonging to such character and quahty are due to him.

&c. &c. &c}

Resolved, That upon Mr. de I'Etombe presenting to the

United States in Congress assembled, his commission as

consul-general of France, an act be thereupon passed recog-

nizing him in his proper character;

That upon the deUvery thereof, the exeqiuitur, or a public

notification of the quahty of Mr. de I'Etombe, shall issue

from the supreme executive power without fee or perquisite

of office

:

Resolved, That until the ratification of some convention

respecting consular power, between his Most Christian ]\Iajesty

and the United States, the same mode of recognition be

observed.

The committee to whom were referred the motions of Mr.

[John] Mathews and Mr. [James ^Mitchell] Varnum, together

with the information of Mr. Neufville

;

The Committee to whom were referred the motions of M? Mathews,

and Mf Varnum, together with the information of Mr Neufville report,

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, ia in the Papers oflhi Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 49.
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That Mr Ncufville delivered to your committee his deposition in

the following words:

Pennsylvania ss.

Isaac Neufville late of Charlestown in South Carolina of the age of

fourteen, Deposeth and saith that he was informed at Charlestown

that Col. Isaac Haynes of the South Carolina mihtia being surprized

bj' a detaclied party of the British cavalry was taken and carried down
to Charlestown. That he was there thrown into the Provost, and as

it was publicly reported, was without even the formality of a trial

sentenced to death by the British Commandant there. That it was
reported that something hke a court had been appointed for the pur-

pose of proving the identity of his person. That the Deponent was
informed that at the intercession of several persons among whom were

many British officers lie was respited for 48 hours. That a Petition

for his pardon was signed and presented by those gentlemen to the

Commandant but without effect.

That the Deponent was further informed that very early on the

morning of Thursday the second of tliis instant a Messenger was sent

to Col. Haines to acquaint him that his execution was to take place

within an hour, and that it was left to his choice either to walk or

ride to the place of execution. That the Deponent was further

informed that Col. Haines was again respited without any inter-

position in his behalf and without any assigned cause till the fourth

instant. That on that day in the morning he was escorted by a party

of soldiers to a gallows erected without the lines of the town with his

hands tied beliind, and there hung up till he was dead, this Depo-
nent having been present and an eye witness of the execution.

And further this Deponent saith not.

Isaac Neufville.
Sworn the 30"' Day of August Anno Domini 1781.

Before me.

Tnos. McKean.

Resolved, Tliat an attested copy of the said deposition be trans-

mitted to Major General Green, and that he make full onquir}^ into all

the circumstances, attending the execution of Colo. Isaac Haynes, by
order of the British Commandant in Charles Town, and that if there-

upon it shall appear that such execution was contrary to the laws of

oxocutod in like manner, retaliation to be made in such manner, as is

warranted by those laws, and will in liis opinion have the most prob-
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able tendency to restrain the enemy from such acts of cruelty in

future.*

The committee to whom was referred a letter from John

Brown, of the 18th ; and

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from John Brown

Secretary to the Board of Admiralty, of the 18"" of August, enclosing

a letter from M"" Holker Consul General of France dated the 14"' of

August, Report,

That there appears due to the French volunteers for services on

board the ship Ariel whose names are in a Ust transmitted by M?

Holker in his letter directed to the Board of Admiralty of the H"*

instant, the sum of six hundred and sixty six dollars, and sixteen

ninetieths of a doUar [and that the paymaster of the Navy Board be

directed to pay the same].

And this Committee are of opinion that such parts of M' Holker's

said letter as relate to apprehending of French seamen be referred to

the Supreme Executive Council of the State of Pennsylvania.^

The committee to whom was referred the report of the

Board of War, of the 15th;

delivered in their several reports.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1781

A letter from his Most Christian Majesty, received by the

hon''.''' J. Laurens, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Edmund] Ran-

dolph, Mr. [John] IMathews.

A letter, of 2, from the hon^'^ J. Laurens, was read, with

sundry papers containing an account of the negotiation with

' Thia report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, the deposition being in the

writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, II, folios

71 and 73. On September 7 it waa recommitted, as the indorsement shows.

2 This report, in the writing of Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, except the part in

brackets, which is in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 427.
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which he was entrusted by the commission of 23 December,

1780:'

Ordered, That they be referred to the foregoing committee.^

A letter, of 14, and one, of 16 May, from the hon''." B.

FrankUn, with a dupUcate of his letter, of 12 March, were

read.

A letter, of 1 , from General Washington, was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of from Colonel Broadhead at Fort

Pitt was read :

*

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to be

immediately communicated to the Commander in Chief.

A letter, of from J. Bradford, was read, con-

taining an account of the goods on board the Douge Druin

arrived at Boston for the United States

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 26 Juh^, from Major General Greene, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intelli-

gence.

A letter, of 23 August, from Major General the Marquis

de la Fayette, was read, with sundry papers enclosed relative

to the treatment of our prisoners in the power of the enemy: *

. Ordered, That the same, together with so much of Doctor

Franklin's letter, of 14 May, as relates to prisoners, be

referred to the committee to whom was referred the intel-

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 137.

^ The paragraphs in reference to the Lanrens letters were also entered in the manu-
Ecript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

' Franklin's letter, of May 14, is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the

American Revolution (Wharton), page 409; that of March 12 is on page 281. Wash-
ington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 225.

< This letter, dated August 24, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.
78, IV, folio 203.

'Bradford's letter, dated August 23, 1781, ia in the Papcrsofthe Continental Congress,

No. 78, IV, folio 253; Greene's is in No. 155, II, folio 223; Lafayette's ia in No. 156,

iolio 234.

/
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ligence respecting Colonel Haynes and motions of Mr. [John]

Mathews and ^Ir. [James Mitchell] Varnum.

A letter, of August 25, from R. R. Li^^ngston; and

A letter, of May 15, from S. Deane; were read:'

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer

with Major Morris aid de camp of General Greene relative

to the southern department:

The members, Mr. [James ]\IitcheU] Varnum, Mr. [John]

Mathews, ilr. [George] Walton.

The committee of the week was chosen:

Mr. ]\I[eriwether] Smith, ]Mr. [George] Clymer, ]\Ir. [Thomas]

Bee.

The committee to whom were referred the instructions to

the delegates of Georgia and their motion in piu-suance

thereof relative to Major General R. Howe;
The committee on the petition of Roger Kean;

The committee to whom was referred the report of the

committee on J. Bradford, of 12 July, 1780;

The committee on the letter of Colonel Van Schack; and
The committee on the letter of Colonel du Buysson; de-

Uvered in their several reports.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.^

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1781

A letter, of this day, from General Washington, was read,

relative to the sending an officer to inspect the situation of

the prisoners in the power of the enemy
;
[TMiereupon],^

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief he, and he is

hereby, empowered to act in this matter as he shall think

most conducive to the pubhc interest.

' Livingston's letter is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American

Revolviion (^Tiarton), IV, 661; and Deane's letter on page 415.

' An undated memorial of Hugh Hughes, Deputy Quartermaster General for the

middle department, belongs to this period. It is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 41, IV, folio 149.

^ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 229.
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A letter, of 12 April, from Mr. Lee, was read, enclosing a

copy of his account :

'

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [James] Lovell,

Mr. [Roger] Sherman:

Ordered, That the letter, of 15 May, from S. Deane, be

referred to the said committee.

A letter, of 25 August, from the governor of the State of

New York was read, with sundry papers enclosed :^

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, Mi\ [Joseph] Jones,

Mr. [John] Mathews.

The report of the committee || consisting of Mr. Varnum,
Mr. Atlee, Mr. Bee|| on the letter, of 31 August, from Colonel

du Buysson, was taken mto consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel du Buysson have leave

of absence to return to France

:

Resolved, That the Board of War be, and is hereby directed

to write to the marquisses de Castres and Segur, ministers

of the marine and war departments in France, expressing the

high sense which Congress entertain of the distinguished

merit and conduct of Lieutenant Colonel du Buysson in the

service of the United States, and particularly of his brav-

ery displayed in the action of the 16 August, 1780, near

Camden, and his efforts to bring off the field Major General

the Baron de Kalb, who was mortally wounded, [in conse-

quence of which services he was honored with the commis-

sion of brigadier-general by the governor of North Carolina.] ^

' This letter, from William Lee, is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the

American Revolution (^^^larlnn), IV, 361.

' This letter ia in the Papers of the Conlincnfal Congress, No. 67, II, folio 422.

' This report, not in the writing of any member of the committee, is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 19, II, folio ll'J. The portion in brackets was added

in Congreiw.
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The committee ||consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph,

Mr. Mathews
II

to whom was referred the letter, of 2d, from
Mr. J. Laurens, ||together with sundry papers, containing an
account of the negotiation with which he was entrusted, by
the commission of the 23d of December, 1780, jj delivered in

a partial report ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That all the clothing, artillery, arms and mUitaiy

stores, shipped in pursuance of the orders of the honorable

John Laurens, special minister to the Court [of Versailles,

for the use of the United States, be upon their arrival in any
of the ports of these United States delivered to the order of

the Board of War, who are hereby empowered and directed

to take charge and direction of the same.

That all the money shipped by the order of Mr. Laurens,

for the use of the United States, be upon its arrival delivered

to the order of the superintendant of finance, who is hereby

empowered and directed to take charge of the same.

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Colonel Van
Schaick, report that Colonel Van Schaick receive the brevet of

Brigadier General, to bear date the day of last.*

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.] ^

• This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 119. It

is in the lint of postponed reports in No. 31, folio 371"''.

^ The portion in brackets is entered by George Bond.

The following, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 23, folio 75, and appears to have been agreed to on this day. It is

indorsed by Thomson: "Copy of a letter sent by the President to Ct. de Rocham-
beau Sept. 4th 1781 on account of the compliment of the royal salute paid to Con-

gress by the troops under his command in their passing through Philadelphia.''

Resolved, that the fallowing letter be transmitted by the President to the Com-

MaBdcr in Chief to be by him commnnicatcd to hie Exc cIIonrj Count Rockambcaa
President transmit to Count Rochambeau the following Letter:

Sir,

1 have the honour to express to your Excellency the satisfaction of Congress at the

tribute of rozpoct in the compliment which has been paid to them as the sovereign

power of -theee United States by the troops sf sur groat and gaod a!Iy his Most Chris-

tian Majesty under your command. The brilliant appearance and exact discipline

of the several corps do the highest honour to their gallant officers and afford a happy
presage of the most distinguished services in a cause which they have so zealously

espoused, ar.d cz.z: not 'ail tc jndoar tc ovcry AmcrieaE the Prince who givcB such

proof;: of bis friendship and affection to hi: iIliGg.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1781

A letter, of 3, from Major General Lincoln, was read :

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury.

A letter, of from Colonel C Pinkney, was read :

'

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 21 April, from Mr. de Beaumarchais, was read.

The Board of Treasury report, that in pursuance of the

order of 21 June last, they have caused the accounts of

Captain Miguel Lorenzo Ysnardy, to be adjusted, and find

that there is due to him for eight pieces of cannon and naval

stores, delivered to the commanding officer at Charlestown,

prior to the siege thereof, the sum of one thousand nine

hundred and sixty-seven dollars and | of a dollar specie,

and for the pay of his ship's company employed during the

siege, the farther sum of two thousand two hundred and
thirty-seven dollars and g; that Captain Ysnardy having

informed the Board, that the cannon mentioned above,

is the property of his Catholic Majesty, and distinct from

the stores which are his private stock, the Board has

granted him certificates, one for the amount of the camion,

and another for the stores, with which he is satisfied; that

Captain Ysnardy declines receivmg any satisfaction for the

sum due to himself and crew, assisting in the defence of

Charlestown, from a desire of shewing his attachment to the

American cause.-

A report of the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

War Office AuguM 31^\ 1781.
Sir,

The Board have the honor to inform Congress that the Creditors

of M' Caldwell arc again importunate to be paid the sums which are

respectively due them and have proposed to the Board, that they

' Pinckney'B letter, dated Sc])lember 5, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 401.

^ This report is in ihc. Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 13G, V, folio 45.'{.
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should apply to Congress for a warrant on the State of Vu"gmia for

the whole sum for which iP Caldwell is liable. The Board have on

a former occasion stated this matter to Congress and at present have

only to observe that they are circumstanced in a very disagreeable

manner, having given the strongest assurances to M"" Caldwell

for the payment of this money at the time of the delivery of the

goods. They therefore request that Congress ^vill be pleased to

adopt the method pointed out for satisfying them.

Should they concur in sentiment mth the Board, it \\t11 be neces-

sary to resolve,

Resolved, That the accounts of Samuel Caldwell, late

agent cloathier, for articles purchased by him, under the

orders of the Board of War, be referred to the Board of

Treasury for settlement; and that the Board settle the

balances due to the several creditors, and report a warrant

for tho whole on the State of Virginia the same to Congress.'

Another report of the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

Wab Office Sept 4.'" 1781.
Sir,

The Board beg leave to transmit to Congress an application of

Capt. Henderson for money on account of pay, that he may be enabled

to defray his expences to Lewis To\vn for the recovery of his health.

As this Gentleman's case is particular, the Board report the fol-

lowing resolution:

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favour of Captain John Henderson

of the third Pensylvania regiment for three months' nominal

pay in bUls of the new emission.^

The committee ||consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph,

Mr. Mathews
1

1 to whom was referred the report of the hon"^'*

J. Laurens, special Minister of the United States at the

Court of Versailles ||respectuig his mission||, delivered in a

report; Whereupon,
' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 213.

* This repoit is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, foUo 223.
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Resolved, That the conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Laurens,

in his mission to the Court of Versailles, as special minister

of the United States, is highly agreeable to Congress, and

entitles him to public approbation.

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Laurens have leave

to join the army agreeably to his request.

'

A memorial of three Indians was read:^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take

order.

Resolved, That the Board of War take order for putting

Lieutenant Colonel de Buysson, with respect to his arrears

of pay, on a footing of equality mth the rest of the officers of

the army; and that his pay be liquidated in specie up to this

day, and a certificate for the balance made out and delivered

to him.

The report of the committee,
|1
consisting of Mr. Clymer,

Mr. Randolph, Mr. Carroll,
||
on the petition of Roger Kean,

in behalf of himself and the officers, mariners and marines,

of the private brigantine of war, called the Holker, was

taken into consideration; whereby it appearing, that the

petitioners entered an appeal according to law against Patrick

Mahon and others, in the court of admiralty of Pensylvania,

and the necessary stipulations would have been executed in

due form, and within due time, had it not been for the indis-

position and death of the register:

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Roger Kean
in belialf of hinisplf and the officers mariners and marines of the

private brigantine of war called the IlolJcer, praying that the Court
of appeals may be directed to receive and hear their appeal against

Patrick Mahon and others Report,

' These resolutions were also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs. The report, in the writing of Jamea Duaiu>, in in Ihe Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 148, IT, folio 229.

^ This memorial, dated September 5, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-
gress, No. 41, IV, folio 422.

86382°—VOL 21—12- 11
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That although Congress ought not to reUeve in any case relievable

by the Court of appeals, yet m instances of peculiar hardship, in

which the sufferer has not been in fault, and that Court is incapaci-

tated by strictness of law to interpose. Congress should prevent a

defect of Justice;

That the petitioners entered an appeal according to law against

the said Mahon and others, in the Court of Admiralty of Pennsj'lvania,

and the necessary stipulations would have been executed in due form

and within due time had it not been for the indisposition and death

of the Register;

That the time allowed for the execution of these stipu-

lations ha\'ing elapsed thi'ough these means, the petitioners

moved the court of appeals to receive stipulations executed

after that time, but their motion was overruled; the court

being by strictness of law incapacitated to interpose

:

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the court of appeals,

to receive and hear the appeal of the petitioners against the

said Patrick Mahon, and others, they entering into the neces-

sary stipulations, on or before the 20th day of this present

month September, and gi^dng reasonable notice to the

counsel of the said Mahon and others, of this resolution and
the execution of such stipulations.'

A report of the committee,
||
consisting of Mr. Sherman,

Mr. Duane, Mr. Clymer,|| to whom was referred a report on
the letter of the 12 July, 1780, from John Bradford, was
taken into consideration, and, thereupon, it was resolved as

follows

:

^^^lereas by a resolution of Congress of the 11th day of

May, 1778, the board of war of the State of Massachusetts,

was requested with all convenient speed, in the best manner,

and for the most money possible, to make sale of a certain

snow and her cargo, said to be the property of Messrs. John
' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Conffress, No. 19, III, folio 323.
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Ignatius de Oliveria Perceira and Anthony Dios Santos,

subjects of the King of Portugal; and to deposit the net

proceeds in the pubUc funds of these United States for the

benefit of the owners: and whereas the United States have

since paid the said owners the value and amount of the said

snow and cargo

:

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be, and he is

hereby authorised and directed, on behalf of the United

States, to take order for the settlement of the accounts

respecting the said snow and cargo with the said board of

war, and receive from them the net proceeds thereof,

according to the just value thereof at the time of sale, with

interest thereon at the rate of six per cent, per annum, or

the loan office certificates taken for the same, if the money
was deposited in the funds agreeably to the said resolution.^

The report of the committee,
||
consisting of ]\Ir. Sherman,

Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph, || to whom were referred the

instructions from the assembly of the State of Georgia to

the delegates of that State, and their motion thereon relative

to Major General R. Howe was taken into consideration; and
Thereupon,

The committee to whom was referred instructions from the

Assembly of the State of Georgia to the delegates of tliat State to

promote a trial of Major General Howe, and their motion thereon,

Report as their opinion:

Ordered, That the extracts from the minutes of the general

assembly of the State of Georgia, respecting the conduct of

Major General Robert Howe, in his command of the troops

in the said State, in December, 1778, be transmitted to the

Commander in Chief; and that he be directed to cause an
enquiry to be made into the matters therein alleged, in such

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 409.
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manner as he shall judge proper, as soon as circumstances

will admit/

The report of the committee of the week on the letter of

Resolve Smith and the memorial of J. G. Heron was read.

The Committee of the week report,

That the letter of M^ Resolve Smith be read; and

That the memorial of J. G. Heron lay over untill the final deter-

mination of Congress respecting the depreciated pay of the army.^

The committee to whom was referred the plan for arranging

the treasury office delivered in a report

:

Ordered, That to Morrow be assigned for the consideration

thereof.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

1 This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, folio 205. A copy of the extracts from the minutes of the

Georgia Assembly, dated January 17, 1780, is in the Washington Papers, 97, folio

155; the motion of the Georgia delegates, in the writing of George Walton, is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 207, and is as follows:

The Delegates of Georgia informed Congress that they had an instruction from the

General Assembly of their State, to promote a trial of Major General Robert Howe for

his conduct on the 29 day of December 1778 at Savannah, and for exposing the State

to the Ravages of the enemy by crossing the Savannah immediately afterwards with

all the troops, which instruction they presented, and is as follows:

[Instruction]

The said Delegates farther represented to Congress that, on account of an unavoid-

able recess in the Government of that State, occasioned by the loss and removal of

the troops, the said Instruction could not have been much earlier given.

In obedience therefore to the orders of their constituents and in pursuance of the

resolution of Congress of the day of 1"7-, they moved that General Wash-

ington be directed as soon as circumstances will permit to appoint a Court of Inquiry

to be held upon the conduct of Major General Robert Howe respecting the premises,

and that upon the report of the said Court of Inquiry he discharge the said Major

General Robert Howe, or appoint a Court Martial for his Trial.

Whereupon it was resolved accordingly.

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 237. Smith's

letter, dated September 3, 1781, is in No. 78, XXI, folio 113.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1781

A letter, of 5, from General Washington at Chester was
read, announcing the arrival of the fleet under Count de
Grasse in Chcsapeak.'

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where-
upon,

Treasury Office, September 5, 1781.

The Board of Treasury beg leave to inform the United States in

Congress assembled, that there are a number of Letters directed to

them now laying in the General Post Office, wliich the Post Master
General refuses to deliver, without the Postage is paid in Specie,

which will amount to a considerable sum. The Board are not pos-

sessed of any Specie to pay the Postage, and the Public Business may
be much injured by the Detention of Letters which the Board have
Reason to suppose are of great Importance: the following Resolution

is therefore submitted

:

Ordered, That the postmaster general cause to be delivered

to the Board of Treasury, all letters directed to the said

Board, charging the postage arising thereon to account,

which he is to exhibit to the auditors on the settlement of

his accounts.'^

The committee of the week made a report on a memorial

of Colonel Udney Hay; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the commissioners of Indian affairs for the

northern department be and hereby are empowered to adjust

and settle the demands of Jcllis Fonda on the contract made
by him with Colonel Udney Hay, deputy commissary general

of purchases for supplies for the friendly Indians who have

retreated to the neighborhood of Schenectada for protection,

and to make such equitable allowance for the articles for

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 237.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 1.3G, V, folio 457.
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which no prices are ascertained in the contract as they shall

think reasonable/

The report of the committee on the regulation of the

treasuT}' office was taken into consideration, and after

debate

:

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1781

A letter, of 6th, from Colonel J. Laurens, was read :

*

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on his former

letter, of the 2d.

A memorial from the Hon. the Minister Plenipotentiary

of France, was read, enclosing a commission of the Sieur

Philip Joseph de I'Etombe, consul general of France, in the

states of New Hampshire, ]\Iassachusetts, Rhode Island ||and

Pro\ddence Plantations, || and Connecticut^ ; WTiereupon,

Ordered, That the said commission be registered; and that

the act of recognition be in the follo-ning words

:

By the United States in Congress assembled: It is hereby

made known to all whom it may concern, that full credence

and respect are to be paid to PhiUp Joseph de FEtombe, as

consul general of France, for the states of New Hampshire,

Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Pro\'idence Plantations,

and Connecticut, which states are called upon respectively,

by Adrtue of the powers delegated by the Confederation to

the United States in Congress assembled, to furnish the

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 241. Hay's

memorial, dated September 3, 1781, is in No. 41, IV, folio 189.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 257. It is

printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Pevohition (^Vha^ton), IV,

700.

' Luzerne's letter, dated September 7, 1781, is printed in the Diplomatic Corre-

spondence of the American Revolution (Wharton), IV, 702.
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said Mr. de I'Etombe wath their exequatur or notification of

his quaUty, delivering one copy thereof to the said Mr.

de I'Etombe, and causing another to be pubhshed in one or

more gazettes. Done at Philadelphia, this 7th day of Sep-

tember, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred

and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of our independence.

By the United States in Congress assembled.

T[homas] McK[ean,] President,

Attest :

IICharles Thomson, Secretary.
\\

Resolved, That the President inform the supreme executive

power of the states aforesaid, that Congress recommend the

following form of the exequatur, to wit:

To all whom it may concern: The Sieur Philip Joseph de

I'Etombe, having been recognized by the United States in

Congress assembled, as consul general of France, in the State

(or Commonwealth) aforesaid, it is hereby declared that the

privileges, preeminence and authority belonging to such

character and quality are due to him.^

A letter of Benj Hanson was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Some farther information being laid before Congress and
read, respecting Colonel Haynes:

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the informa-

tion of Mr. Neufville, and motion of Mr. [John] Mathews,

respecting Colonel Haines, be re-committed; and that the

farther information be referred to the said committee.*

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,
' This order and resolution were also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal,

Foreign Affairs.

' This letter, dated September 6, 1781, is in ihe Papers of the Conl'.nental Congress,

No. 78, XII, folio 175.

' See ante, August 31, 1781.
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Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favour of Captain Patrick Carnes of

Lieutenant Colonel Lee's partizan legion for three months'

pay and subsistance in bills of the new emission, for which

sum he is to be accountable.^

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Jenifer,

Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Clymer,|| to whom was referred the report

of the Board of War, was taken into consideration, wherein

they state, That there is due to the foUomng persons, men-

tioned in a memorial from Capt. J. P. Jones, for ser\dces on

board the Ariel, the sums of money to their names respec-

tively annexed, \'iz.

To William Nicholson, captain of marines, including his

pay to the 25 August last, 392 36-90 dollars:

To Louis de la Valette, lieutenant of marines, to do.

289 36-90 dollars:

To Charles Prielay, captain's steward, to 16 May, 101 63-90

dollars

:

To Cudreux, captain's cook, to do. 51 22-90 dollars:

That the facts are related in a Memorial of Major Samuel Nicholas

of Marines are true, and therefore it is the opinion of this Committee

that he is entitled to his pay unto the present time, and also that he

be appointed to command the Marines on board the Ship America,

and directed to repair immediately on that service, and that he be

entitled to draw the share of prizes allotted to a Captain of Marines.

[That there appears due to French volunteers, for services

on board the said ship Ariel, whose names are in a list

transmitted by Mr. Holker, in his letter of 14 August, the

sum of six hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixteen-ninetieths

of a dollar
:]

That there is due to Captain Joseph Hard}'^, of marines,

late of the frigate Confederacy, being the balance of his

account of pay, as stated at the pay-ofRce, to the 3d of

' This report is in the Papers oftht Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 233.
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August, the sum of three hundred and thu-ty-seven dollars

and sixty-eight ninetieths of a dollar:

Ordered, That the paymaster of the Navy Board pay the

several sums aforementioned.'

Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to Major

Nicholas be re-committed.

Ordered, That so much of Mr. Holker's letter, of 14 August,

as relates to apprehending French seamen, be transmitted

to the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania.

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by
Mr. [James] Duane,

Resolved, That until an agent of marine shall be appointed

by Congress, all the duties, powers and authority assigned

to the said agent, be devolved upon and executed by the

superintendant of finance

:

That as soon as the said superintendant of finance shall

take upon him the execution of the duties, powers and

authority hereby devolved upon him, the functions and

appointments of the Board of Admiralty, the several navy

boards, agents, and all civil officers under them, shall cease

and determine

:

Resolved, That the registers, books, and papers, belonging

to the admiralty and navy boards, or in their custody, be

deUvered over to the said superintendant of finance, and
preserved by him.

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Varnum,
Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Carroll, || to whom was referred the rei:)ort

of the Board of War on a letter from the quartermaster

general, respecting forage in Westchester, was taken into

consideration ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That Major General Heath, or the commanding
officer of the eastern department, cause immediate and

' This report, in the writing of Daniel of St. Tliomas Jenifer, is in the I'apers of the

Continental Congress, No. 27, folio J43. The paragraph in brackets waa added by
Congress.
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equitable measures to be taken for ascertaining the quantity

of forage expended by the aUied army under the command
of General Washington, in the County of Westchester, in the

State of New York, during the present campaign, which hath

not been accounted for; and that he direct the deputy

quartermaster in that department to give certificates accord-

ingly to the state agent of New York, or any other person or

persons authorised to receive the same, the cortificatca

given to the state agent to bo credited to the Quota of

Specific Supplies demanded of the said State/

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER lo, 1781

A letter, of 5th, from Major General Heath at Peakskill,

was read, with sundry papers enclosed

:

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 5, from Frederick King to Peter Baynton was
read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post

Office.

A letter, of 28 August, from the governor of the State of

Rhode Island, was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, Mr. [Thomas] Bee,

Mr. [Joseph] Jones.

A letter, of 18 August, from George Geddes, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [James

Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [James] Duane.

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. in, V, folio 163. See ante August 23.

^ Heath's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 286;

King's is in No. 78, XIII, folio 577; the Rhode Island letter is in No. 64, folio 516.
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A letter, of this day, from William Grayson, one of the

commissioners of the Board of War, was read, requesting

that Congress will now be pleased to accept his resignation as

commissioner in the war office.

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted.

A letter, of 6, from Colonel John Lam-ens, was read.'

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

The Committee of the week report,

That whatever damages may be decreed upon a suit brought in

the State of Massachusetts on the bond of John Ravel and Nathaniel

Silsbee Master and owner of the privateer Morning Star to Michael

Hillegas Esquire Continental treasurer for an illegal seizure of the

schooner Hodgson be appropriated to the use of the owners of the

said schooner and be paid over to their order.

That Benjamin Lithman's [Putnam's] letter requesting the inter-

ference of Congress in a judicial process depending in France remain

on the table.

That Samuel Barrett or Jon* Pollard who apply for compensation

for their trouble in adjusting the accounts of the expenditures of the

Convention Troops in the State of Massachusetts and particularly

for receiving a large sum in specie in payment for provisions pur-

chased there be referred for compensation to the said State.*

Ordered, That a letter, of 22 August, from Perez Morton,

be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Joseph]

Jones, Mr. [George] Walton;

That a letter, of August 16, 1781, from Sam! Barrett and
Jon* Pollard be referred to the Board of Treasury.

Ordered, That a petition of Benj. Putnam lie on the table.

A letter of Colonel Louis was read :

^

' GrayBon's letter is in the Papers of the ContinenUil Congress, No. 78, X, folio 365;

Laurens'B is in No. 165, folio 267.

' ThiH report ia in the Papers of the Continenlal Congress, No. 32, folio 243.

' Morton'a letter, in reference to the Morning Star, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 419; Barrett and PoUard'H letter is in No. 78, IV,

folio 277; Putnam'a petition, dated February 21, 1781, is in No. 42, VI, folioa 258

and 260; Louis's letter is in No. 78, XIV, folio 489.
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

The committee of the week was elected

:

Mr. [George] Partridge, Mr. [Daniel] Mowry, Mr. [George]

Walton.

On motion of Mi'. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by

Mr. [Roger] Sherman

:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations to pay unto Ezekiel Cor-

nell esq*", a commissioner of the Board of W^ar, five hundred

and fifty-seven dollars and sixty-ninetieths of a dollar specie

in discharge of a warrant drawn in his favour for that sum
bearing date the sixth day of this present month, Sept. 1781,

signed by the Board of Treasmy and directed to Thomas
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the

State of Pensylvania and that the said State of Rhode Island

charge the same to the United States.

A letter, of 8th, and one of 10th, from the superintendant

of finance were read :

'

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mi'. [John] ]\Iathews, ^Ir. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. T[homas] Smith.

A memorial from the Hon. the ^linister Plenipotentiary of

France was read, enclosing a commission from his Most

Christian Majesty, appointing the Sieur ||John|| Holker consul

general in the states of New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania,

and Delaware :

^

Ordered, That the said commission be registered, and an

act of recognition issued thereupon.

' The letter of 8th is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, I, folio 133;

that of 10th is on folio 137.

^ This paragraph and the order foUowiDS were also entered in the manuscript Secret

Journal, Foreign Affairs. Luzerne's letter, dated September 10, 1781, is printed in

the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution (Wharton), IV, 703.
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A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the accounts of Captain George Tui'ner, late

commissary of prisoners for the southern army, be referred

to the Board of Treasury, who are directed to take measures

for settUng and adjusting the same.'

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on

the information respecting Colonel I. Haines delivered in a

report.

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnmn, Mr. [Samuel

John] Atlee, Mr. [James] Duane.

The report of the committee on the regulation of the treas-

my office being reduced into the form of an ordnance was
read a first and second time

:

Ordered, That tomoiTOw be assigned for the thu'd reading.

The committee, || consisting of Mi*. Varnum, Mr. Atlee, Mr.

Duane,
II
to whom was referred the letter, of this day, from

the Board of War delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommended to the

states of New Jersey and Pensylvania, immediately to embody
three thousand men each, properly officered and equipped,

and cause them to rendezvous at such place or places as the

commanding officers shall dh'ect.

The delegates for the State of Massachusetts laid before

Congress certain resolutions passed by the general Assembly

of that State

:

Ordered, That they be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Moitow.

' This report, is in ihs Papers of (lie Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 237.

'This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, I, folio 421.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER ii, 1781

A letter, of this day, from J. Moylan, cloathier general;

and

One, of the same date, from Doct Oliphant, deputy director,

were read :

'

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.

The committee of the week made report ; WTiereupon,

Ordered, That a petition of William Hardy lie on the table;

That a letter of Baron d'Arendt be referred to the Board

of War;
''

That a letter and account of Ann Roberts, as executrix to

her late brother, Robert Jewell, be referred to the Board of

Treasury.^

The Committee on the Post Office, to whom was referred a

letter from Frederic King, delivered in a report ; ^\Tiereupon,

Resolved, That Major General Heath be directed to order a

proper escort for the safe conveyance of the mail between the

post offices at Monistown and Fish Kill/

The ordinance for regulating the treasmy, &c. was read a

thu'd time, and passed in the following form

:

AN ORDINANCE FOR REGtlLATING THE TREASURY, AND ADJUSTING

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled,

that from and after the 20th day of September, 1781, the

functions and appointments of the commissioners of the treas-

ury, chambers of accounts, auditor general, auditors and

extra commissioners of accounts, theh" assistants, under offi-

' Monlan's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVI, folio 231;

Olyphant's is in No. 78, XVII, folio 341.

2 Hardy's petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, III, folio 427;

d'Arendt's letter is in No. 78, VII, folio 407.

' This report, in the writing of George Partridge, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 247.

* This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 61, folio 489.
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cers and clerks, shall cease and determine; that for the more

effectual execution of the business of the treasmy, and the

settlement of the public accounts, the following officers shall

be appointed in aid of the superintendant of finance, his

assistant, accountant secretary and clerks, namely, a comp-

troller, a treasiu'er, a register, auditors and clerks. The
comptroller shall be appointed by Congress, with general

authority to inspect and superintend the settlement of public

accounts, and all subordinate officers concerned therein; it

shall be his immediate duty to see that the public accounts

are expeditiously and properly adjusted, and accurately and

safely kept. And, that it may be done with the gi-eater

facility, he shall direct a general form in which all the public

accounts shall be stated and rendered. He shall take care

that the balances of public moneys are punctually deposited

in the hands of the treasurer. The comptroller shall commit
every account to such clerk for exanai nation, as he shall judge

most proper for that pm-pose, naming also the auditor to

whom the clerk shall transmit it. When an account is

audited in the manner herein after described, it shall be

reported to the comptroller, and any person who shall think

himself aggrieved by the judgment of the auditor, shall have

a privilege of appealing, within fom-teen days, to the comp-
troller. In all such appeals the comptroller shall openly and
publicly hear the parties, and his decision shall be conclusive.

The account being finally adjusted, shall be transmitted by
the comptroller to the register, to be entered of record ; and

a note of the balance shall be certified by the comptroller to

the superintendant of finance, to make out the proper war-

rants for payment, »

The treasm*er shall be appointed by Congi-ess. It shall be

his duty to receive and keep all moneys of the United States,

and issue them on waiTants drawn by the President of Con-

gress, or the superintendant of finance. On receiving money
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he shall give a receipt, and on every payment take one, to

serve as his voucher. He shall render his accounts quarterly

to the comptroller for examination and settlement, and trans-

mit a copy, when audited, to the superintendant.

The register shall be appointed by Congress. He shall

keep all the public accounts, both of receipts and expendi-

tures, and every warrant on the treasurer or others shall be

entered and countersigned by the register before it shall be

paid. He shall have the appointment of the clerk or clerks

necessary to assist him in his office.

The auditors, the number of whom shall be fixed by the

superintendant of finance, shall be appointed by Congress.

After an account shall be examined by the clerk, in the

manner herein after directed, it shall be delivered to the

auditor, who shall hear the party and the clerk, and deter-

mine upon the objections, and being satisfied that the

account is properly adjusted, shall pass it as audited, and

transmit it to the comptroller.

The clerks, the number of whom shall also be regulated by
the superintendant of finance, shall be appomted by the

comptroller: it shall be their duty, respectively, to examine

all accounts which shall be committed to them by the comp-

troller, to correct all errors, and to note in writing what may
appear exceptionable, either as to the propriety of the

charges, or the validity of the vouchers; and transmit the

accounts with his remarks, to the auditor; and the party,

for himself, and the clerk, on behalf of the public, shall be

heard before the auditor.

That the several officers before mentioned, shall respec-

tively take an oath, to be administered by the President of

Congress, or one of the judges of the supreme or superior

court within any of the United States for the faithful execu-

tion of the trust reposed in them respectively.'

' Thia report, in the writing of James Duane, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 136, V, folio 459.
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[The Committee to whom tlie letter of the 24 instant from the

Superintendent of Finance was referred—Report]

Resolved, That the salary of the comptroller be eighteen

hundred and fifty dollars in Bpcoio per annum

:

That the salary of the treasurer be fifteen hundred dollars

per annum

:

That the salary of the register be twelve hundred dollars

per annum

:

That the salary of each auditor be at the rate of one

thousand dollars per annum

:

That the salary of each clerk be at the rate of five hundred

dollars per annum.

Resolved, [That the superintendant of finance be, and

hereby is, authorised to appoint a secretary in his office,

with a salary of one thousand dollars per annum specie .]

Ordered, That Friday next be assigned for the election of a

Comptroller, Treasurer and Register.'

The committee on the letters, of 8 and 10, from the super-

intendant of finance delivered in a report.

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the

petition of Sam' Bryan, delivered in a report.

The Committee of Commerce report the following resolution upon

the memorial of Samuel Bryan:

That no passport for the importation of salt from any part of the

British Dominions be granted, but at the instance of a State, and

that a State, the situation of whose trade may render such passport

absolutely necessary for the introduction of salt.^

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

'Thifl report, in the writing of Thomas McKean, except the portions in brackets,

which are in the writing of Thomas Bee, and the last paragraph, which is in Thom-

son's writing, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 325.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 433. See

post, September 24. The report, as the indorsement shows, was rendered obsolete

by the report on the petition of Thomas Savage.

86:!82°—VOL 21—12 12
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1781

The committee on the memorial of Thomas Savage;

The committee on the letter, of 22 August, from Perez

Morton

;

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Perez Morton
beg leave to Report, That M"' Michael Hillegas Esq' be directed to

execute the Power of Attorney as requested by M'' Morton, and that

the monies finally recovered in the Suit instituted upon the Bond
mentioned in said letter be lodged in the Treasury of the United

States.!

The committee on the memorial from sundrj'' merchants

in Boston and petition of sundry inhabitants of Pensylvania

;

and

The Committee to whom were committed the Memorial of divers

Merchants of the State of New York and the Memorial of Divers

Merchants of the State of Massachusetts beg leave to report the

subject Matter of their Memorials respecting Debts between them and

Merchants of Great Britain contracted previous to the present War
caimot be decided upon antecedent to a Negociation of Peace wherein

the just Rights of the Citizens of the United States wiE be f\illy

attended to and secured agreable to the Laws of Nations. The
Committee beg Liberty farther to Report that whereas the United

States in Congress assembled are determined to administer full and

equal Justice to all public Creditors, and whereas many of the Citizens

of the United States have been greatly injured by the Operation of

tender Laws which were originally founded in the best of principles

tho' by the Depreciation of the paper Currency enabled many to

discharge their contracts by partial tho' nominal Payments: Resolved

therefore that it be earnestly recommended to the Legislators of the

respective States to enact Laws whereby all Payments made in paper

Currency in Pursuance of tender Laws since the first day of September

A. D. 1777, in Discharge of Debts contracted prior to the first day of

January A. D. 1777, shall be considered as money advanced on ac-

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Vamum, is in the Papers of (he

Continental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 451, indorsed on Morton's letter. The report

was refened, as the indorsement shows, on February 1, 1782, to a committee composed

of McKean, Boudinot and I.ivermore.
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count and that actions at Law be provided for recovering the Diflfer-

ence between the real sum due and the nominal Payment with Interest

and that where such payments have been made in discharge of Mort-

gages the Difference as aforesiad remain a Lien upon the Estates

Mortgaged provided an after sale has not been bona fide made by
the Mortgagor or his Heirs and Whereas some Cases may have hap-

pened requiring equitable Relief which cannot be reduced to a fixed

Principle of Law, It is therefore recommended as aforesaid that

Courts of Chancery or Equity be empowered to take cognizance of

and decree upon them.

The Committee refer the Memorial of divers Inhabitants of the

State of Pennsylvania to the foregoing reports.'

The committee appointed to confer with Major Burnet;

delivered in their several reports.

The report of the committee || consisting of Mr. Mathews,

Mr. Sherman, Mr. T. Smith
|]
on the letters of 8 and 10 from

the superintendent of finance was taken into consideration

;

Wliereupon,

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be, and

hereby is, authorised and directed to fit out and employ the

ships of war belonging to these United States, in such manner
as shall appear to him best calculated to promote the interest

of these United States; and that all necessary expences

incurred in consequence thereof, be defrayed by the United

States.'

The report of the committee on the memorial of Thomas
Savage was taken into consideration; after debate:

Ordered, That it be re-committed.

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [James

Mitchell] Varnum

:

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer

with the Board of War on the subject of the letter from

Colonel Louis, and in conjunction with them to take order:

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Vamum, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 375. On September 29 it was postponed.

' This report, in tlie writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 331.
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The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [Thomas] Bee.

The report of the committee appointed to confer with

Major Burnet was taken into consideration:

Ordered, That it be re-committed and that the committee

confer with the Board of War and superintendant of finance

on the subject.

A report from the Board of War was read ; "WTiereupon,

Wak Office September 11"^ 1781.

Sir,

The Board do themselves the honor to enclose to Congress two

estimates one for furnishing General Heath's Table the other for

General Greene's.

If those estimates should meet the approbation of Congress the

Board will order the articles contained in the estimate, purchased and

forwarded to General Greene and the money forwarded to General

Heath, as the Board are well informed he can procure the articles on

better terms than they can at this place and pay the transportation.

Should Congress agree to this report it may be proper to resolve.

That the Superintendant of Finance take order for furnishing to

the orders of the Board of War, the sum of two hundred and thirty

seven pounds to be apphed by them agreeable to their report of the

ll"»Inst.'

Ordered, That the supermtendant of finance take order for

furnishing to the Board of War the sum of six hundred and

thirty-two dollars to be applied by them agreeably to their

report of the 11th instant, and the farther sum of five hundred

dollars for the use of Major General Greene.

A memorial of Major General A. St. Clair, and a letter, of

1st, from Brigadier General Stark,^ were read

:

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Richard] Howly, Mr. [T\"illiam] Sharpe,

Mr. [George] Partridge.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 241.

- St. Clair's memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 43, foUo 247;

Stark's letter is in No. 78, XXI, folio 117.
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The committee of the week made report ; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a letter, of 1st, from General Schuyler; and

A letter, of 21 August, from Major Galvan, be referred to

the Board of War.'

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lovell,

Mr. Sherman,
II

to whom was referred the letter from S.

Deane, of 15 May, report,

That provision is made for the examination of Mr.

Deane's accounts, by the appointment of a vice consul;

Whereupon,

Ordered, That Mr. Deane be informed of that appointment.

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lovell,

Mr. Sherman,
II
on the letter of 12 April, from Mr. W. Lee,

report,

"That upon principles admitted by Congress, in the settle-

ment of an account similar to that transmitted by Mr. Lee,

there appears to be due to him a balance of forty-two thou-

sand, one hundred and eighty-nine livres tournois;" Where-

upon,

Ordered, That the account be referred to the superintendant

of finance, to take order for payment of the balance, [with

interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum, from this day,

as soon as the state of the public finances wUl admit.] ^

A motion was made by Mr. T[homa3] Smith, scoondcd

by Mr. [George] Clymci'!

That Major Grcnoral St. Clair - onuao the loviotj of tho

PcnMylvania-linc now in Ponsylvania to rcndczvoua - nt

Reading
;

' This report, in the writing of George Partridge, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 249; Galvan's letter ia in No. 78, X, folio 353; Schuyler's is in

No. Iu3, III, folio 573.

' This report, in the writing of George Clymer, except the part in brackets, which

is in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 19, III, folios 519-521.
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Onwhioh the yeas and nayo being required Ijy Mpt

[George] Cleaner!

iJVif^f Hampshire
,

Mr. Livcrmorc, ay
}

MassacTinectts,

Mr. Lovcll, H«

Delavmive,

Mr. McKcan,

Partridge,

Osgood,— -ft©

Rhode Island,

^Ir. Mowrv. -fie

Yarnum, -fte

fie

fie

Connecticut,

^Ir. Shorman, -fte

jView York,

Mr. Duanc , -ft¥

Ii'Homincdicu,—He

New Jersey,

!Mr. Withcrgpoon ^ fte

Mr. Atlcc, ft^

-ft¥Clymcr,—
T. Smith,

}*

}*

-ft¥

Maryland,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. JoDca,

-ft?

}

-fie
}

-fie

Madison— -fte fie

Eandolph, ee

North Carolina-;

M r. Sharpc, Re
}

South Carolina

,

Mr. Mathews. -fte

Bee;

—

Mottc,

-as

-fie

Evclcigh, -fie

Georgia^

,

Mr. Walton. -fie

Howlv, -fte

fte

fte

So it passed in the negative.

A report from the Board of War on the petition of Thomas
Smith and William Stone was read ; \^Tiereupon,

Wae Office September 12'" 1781.
Sir,

The Board have been honored vAih a reference from Congress of

the memorial of Thomas Smith and "William Stone. We have no

doubt of the representation of the memorialists so far as relates to

their being taken into the service of the United States, from which

they were discharged on the 3" of November last. As to the payment
of the passages of the families of officers in Continental service, the

Board are unacquainted therewith farther than that on a reference

to two Gentlemen of Philadelphia an allowance was made to the

owners of the vessel mentioned in the memorial, beyond what this

Board deemed reasonable and probably the passages of some of the
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Families of officers miglit have been taken into consideration bj^ the

Referees wlio were ajjpointod by the Treasury Board and the owners

of the vessel, the former acting by authority from Congress given

them for the purpose. We have no doubt of the Utility of the

memorialists to the United States as well on past occasions as in

services now in contemplation. But as the payment of the passages

of any Families has not been made by any express authority from

Congi'ess, or vni\\ the consent of this Board we cannot report in favor

of the petition unless the rule was generally adopted. If Congress

however are of opinion that an exception can be made on account of

the peculiar usefulness of the Petitioners they will be pleased to

direct,

That the memorial of Thomas Smith and William Stone be referred

to the Treasury Board who are directed to take order for payment of

the passages of the Families of the said Thomas Smith and William

Stone from Charlestown to Philadelphia.

Probably a less exceptionable way will be to order

Ordered, That the sum of one hundred and seventy-six

dollars be paid advanced to Thomas Smith and William

Stone in - conaidcration of HorWcoa rendered the United

States on account.

But if Congress are of opinion that the Prayer of the Petition cannot

be granted they will be pleased to resolve,

That the Prayer of the Petition of Thomas Smith and William

Stone who request payment of the passages of their Families from
Charlestown to Philadelphia cannot with expediency be complied

with under the present circumstances of the Finances of the United

States.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1781

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr. [John]

Witherspoon,

Resolved, That Thursday, the 13th day of December next,

be appointed to be observed as a day of public thanksgiving

' This report is in the Papers of tlie Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 247.
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throughout the United States; and that a committee be

appointed to prepare and report a proclamation suitable to

the occasion: The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr.

[Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr.

[Roger] Sherman.

Congress resumed the second reading of the ordinance

respecting captures, and some time being spent

:

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1781

A report from the conunittee of the week was read;

Whereupon,

The Committee of the Week report,

That the petition of Stephen M^Crea praj'ing for an allowance of

Interest on Cash advanced by him for the publick use in Deer 1776

be referred to the Board of Treasury to take order.

That the petition of Owen Ferris purporting that he is sued for a

Debt due from him as a Quarter master and praying for rehef be

referred to the Board of Treasury.'

Ordered, That a petition of Stephen McCrea be referred to

the Board of Treasury to take order

;

That a petition of Owen Ferris be referred to the Board

of Treasury.

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the sum of four thousand nine hundred and

one dollars and 41/90 of a dollar in specie certificates payable

in one year be advanced to Samuel Miles, quartermaster for

Pensylvania, on account of Colonel T. Pickering, quarter-

master general, for the payment of a brigade of teams

employed in the public service, and for which sum the said

quartermaster general is to be accountable.^

' Thi3 report, in the writing of George Partridge, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 251.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, V, folio 463.
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The committee to whom was re-committed the report on

the memorial of Thomas Savage delivered in a report.

The Committee to whom was recommitted their report on the fore-

going petition report the following resolution viz:

Resolved, That the Inhabitants of the Island of Bermuda be per-

mitted freely to import Salt into any of the United States 'till the

farther Order of Congress, any former Resolutions or Ordinances to

the contrary notwithstanding; And all Commanders of Armed Ves-

seUs or others citizens of any of the United States are strictly charged

and commanded from and after the fifteenth day of October not to

molest any of the said Inhabitants navigating upon the high Seas,

loaded ^vith Salt, or utensils for procuring the same, or on their

Passage from any of the United States to the said Island, provided

that on such return they shall be furnished with a Certificate or

Clearance of their Cargoes from the Officer of the Port from whence
they last departed.

Resolved, That the said Inhabitants be permitted to export in

Return for their Salt, Rice, Wheat, Indian Com, Rye or Barley in

GraiQ.

Bcoolvcd, That in -proportion -to every hundred -Bushcla of Salt

aforG3aid, -bc-pcrmittcd to export two BarrcIs -of-Bccf. ' or-Pork-and two

Barrels of Flour over and above tho Provisiona ncccaaary for their

voyage.

The committee to whom was recommitted their report upon the

petition of Thomas Savage report that in lieu of the last resolution

formerly reported be inserted the following proviso and resolve:

Provided, That the said Inhabitants be not permitted to export

more than Eighty Thousand Bushels of Grain of every kind in tho

Space of one Year, and in Proportion thereto Monthly; That is to

say from the State of New Hampshire Bushels;

M[assachusetts], Bushels &c.

Resolved, That it shall not be lawful to export Money, or any other

Articles in Return for the Salt aforesaid, excepting Grain as aforesaid.

Resolved, That the Passports granted to the States of Virginia and

Marj'Iand, by a Resolution of the da}* of so far as

the same have not been actually applied, be and the same are hereby

recalled.
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Resolved, That the Quantity of Grain that may be exported by

Virtue of any of the Passports aforesaid, be considered as part of the

Proportions of said States, mentioned to be exported aforesaid.

Resolved, That no Grain shall be exported by Virtue of these Reso-

lutions till Stipulation be made in the Naval or Clearance of the State

from whence the same is to be exported, for discharging the same in

the said Island, and for appropriating the same for the Sole Use and

consumption of the Inhabitants thereof; which Stipulation shall not

be cancelled till a Certificate be produced from three reputable

Inhabitants of said Islands Friends to the United States, ascertaining

a full Compliance with the Conditions aforesaid.'

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr.

fRoger] Sherman,

Resolved, That until the ratification of some convention

between his Most Christian Majesty and the United States,

concerning vice consular power, every vice consul of his

Most Christian Majesty shall, upon the application of the

consul appointing him to the supreme executive power of

the State to which he may be sent, receive the exequatur, in

like form with the exequatur delivered to a consul mutatis

mutandis, and thereupon, the same proceedings shall be had

with respect to publication.^

Ordered, That the election of a comptroller, treasurer and

register be postponed till Tuesday next.

' These reports, in the writmg of James Mitchell Vamum, are in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 41, IX, folios 177 and 179. See September 28, when they

were rejected.

The following paragraph was submitted. It is in George Walton's hand and is in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio 181:

Which said quantities of grain shall extend so far as may be wanting for the support

of the inhabitants of the Island aforesaid, and that such vessel or vessels as may be

employed in bringing the said salt shall give bond and security, that the said grain

be landed in Bermudas and upon a certificate being produced from three gentlemen

of reputation, friends to the American cause, to be appointed by the inhabitants, the

said bond shall be cancelled.

And the following, which ia on folio 183:

Resolved, That the grain exported to said Island of Bermuda by ^^rtue of the fore-

going resolution in any one year from any one State in the union shall not exceed the

amount of thousand bushels.

^ This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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The committee on the letter, of 28 August, from the gov-

ernor of Rhode Island, &c. ; and

The committee on the letter, of 23 August, from Major

General the Marquis de la Fayette, and a paragraph of a

letter, of 14 May, from the hon''.'* Doct Franklin, delivered

in their respective reports.

Congress resumed the second reading of the ordinance

respecting captures, and some time being spent thereon

:

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CAPTURES.

In pursuance of the powers delegated by the Confederation in

cases of Capture on Water.

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, that

X; 1. from and after the first day of November next all reso-
A lutions and ordinances of Congress relating to captures

or recaptures on water and coming within the purview of this ordi-

nance shall be null and void: But questions of this nature arising

before or wliich shall be undetermined at that day shall
N?2. . . . .

be determined at any time during the War with Great

Britain according to them, in the same manner, as if this ordinance

had never been made.

It shall be lawful to capture and to obtain condemnation of the

property hereinafter enumerated if found below high water mark;

that is to say.

I. All ships and other vessels of whatsoever size or denomination

belonging to an enemy of the United States, with their rigging, tackle,

apparel and furniture.

II. All goods wares and merchandizes belonging to and found on
board of a ship or other vessel of such enemy.

such Enomj' in the ship or other vessel of whatsoever nation found.

XT* JTI,! I \j\J IlUl UC/Ull^I L,'JI_IUr?!^ W III U3 "UTI \A "IHIM tJIIUlIW IBVri^rU IT IIHLVI UI

nation ' bolonging, -altho' found in a neutral bottom, - if

^ 3. All ships or other vessels, goods, wares, and merchandizes

belonging to any power or the subjects of any power against whicli

letters of marque or reprisal shall have issued.
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^ 4. All ships or other vessels with their rigging, tackle, apparel

and furniture and with their cargoes to whatsoever nation belonging,

destined to any port or place invested, besieged or blockaded, by a

sufficient force belonging to in the service of or co-operating with the

United States, so effectually as that one cannot attempt to enter into

such port or place without evident danger.

VSt All ships or other vessels, Avith their rigging, tackle, apparel

and furniture, and with their cargoes, found in the possession of

pirates.

The goods wares and merchandizes to be adjudged contraband

are the following, that is to say. Cannons, Mortars, fire

arms, pistols, bombs, granadoes, buUets, balls, fusees,

flints, matches, powder, salt^petre, sulphur, cuirasses, pilces, swords,

belts, pouches, cartouche boxes, saddles and bridles,

in any quantity beyond what may be necessary for

the ship's provision and may properly appertain to and be judged

necessary for every man of the ship's crew or for each

passenger.

If it shall manifestly appear that of any entire thing of which

division cannot be made without injury to its value a subject of the

enemy and a citizen or a subject of a foreign power not being an

enemy are joint holders, the whole shall be condemned and sold for

gold or silver; the proper proportion of the net proceeds of which

shall be deposited in the treasury of the State in which the sale shall

be, to be paid to the order of such citizen or the subject of such foreign

power.

If such division can be accomplished, but neither the citizen nor

the subject of foreign powers nor his agent shall require specific

restitution of his property there shall be a sale in the same manner

as if the property were indivisible. But if in such case a requisition

be made to tliis effect, the due proportion shall be

specifically restored according-to the ratio of the number

and value of tho property

Whose propert}- shall have been originally captured on land from

a citizen of the United States and shall be recaptured below high

water mark by another citizen thereof restitution shall be made to

the former owner upon the payment of a reasonable salvage not

exceeding one fourth part of the value, no regard being had to the

time of possession by the enemy.
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In all cases of recapture by an armed vessel fitted out at the

expence of the United States of a vessel or other effects

belonging to a citizen the Court shall adjudge the pro-

portion wliich vrould be due to the United States of such rccapturo

to be remitted to the original ownor such citizen; no regard being

had to the time of possession by the enemy.

In all other cases of recapture restitution shall be made to the

owner upon payment of one tliird part of the true value

for salvage, if the property shall have been retaken in

less than twenty four hours after the capture.

But if it shall not have been retaken until the expiration of twenty
four hours after the capture restitution shall not be made of any
part.

Besides those who are duly authorised to make captures by a

.\;8. special commission, captures of the property of an
^ enemy shall be allowed adjudged lawful,

1. when made by a private vessel not having such commission
satisfactory proof being produced, that they were made
in pursuing the course of her voyage and repelling a

previous attack from an enemy.

2. by any body or detachment of regular soldiers.

3. by inhabitants of the Country, if made within

cannon shot of the shore.

4. by an armed vessel saihng under a commission of his Most
Christian Majesty.

5. by the crews of British vessels, while captures of this sort are

licensed by the British.

Recaptures shall be made by no other person than those authorized

to make Captures, except the Crews of vessels retaken.

The destruction of papers or the possession of double

papers by any captured vessel shall be considered as

evidence for condemnation unless good cause be shewn to the

contrary.

From and after the first day of November which shall bo in the

lyear of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty-one, any
letters of passport or safe conduct granted before the twenty seventh

day of March last under the Authority of Congress to any person

whatsoever for removal of property from a place beyond sea within

tlie Dominions or possessions of the British King shall be void.
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Upon the capture of a vessel commissioned as a Man-of-War or

privateer, by any of the ships vessels of war of the United States of

America, the whole of the property condemned shall be adjudged to

the captors to be divided in the following manner, that is to say

Upon the capture of any other vessel if made by a

vessel of war belonging to the United States, one half

of the property condemned shall be decreed to the United States,

and the other haK to the captors to be divided as aforesaid; if by a

private vessel not having a Commission the whole shall

be decreed to the captors to bo divided as aforesaid:

if by any body or detachment of regular soldiers regular or other troops

in the service of the United States, the whole shall be adjudged to the

captors to be -divided ns aforcaaid to be divided according to the

portiono of pay respectively allowed them in proportion

to the pay in the line of the army; if by inhabitants

of the country being in arms, the whole shall be adjudged to the

captors to be divided aa aforesaid equally among them,

provided that if any such inhabitant shall be wounded

in making the capture, he shall be entitled to two shares and if

killed his legal representatives shall be entitled to four

N; 18. shares : if by the crews of British vessels, the whole shall

be adjudged to the captors (except in those instances

in -which the capture may belong -to -an American citiEcn), to be

divided at the discretion of the Court.

On recapture by an armed vessel belonging to the United
'•i'- States of a vessel under the protection of a vessel be-

longing to the enem}- equipped ' in -a 'Warlike -manner

commissioned as a man-of-war or privateer, or where the vessel retaken

is equipped in a warlike manner, the proportion to be
Nti8. withdrawn from the original o^vners shall be divided as

in the case of a capture of an enemy's vessel equipped in

a warlike manner commissioned as a man-of-war or privateer.

On recapture by an armed vessel belonging to the United

States of a vessel under the protection of an hostile

vessel not eqaippcd in -a warlike manner commissioned as a man-of-

war or privateer; and where the vessel retaken is not

equipped in a war-like manner the proportion to be
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withdrawn from the original owner shall be divided as in the case of

an hostile vessel not equippod-in a warlike manner com-
missioned as a man-of-war or privateer.

The rules of decision in the several courts shall be the resolutions

and ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled, public

treaties, when declared to be so by an act of Congress, and the law of

Nations, according to the general usages of Europe. Public treaties

shall have the preeminence in all trials.

This ordinance shall commence in force on the first day of

November next

Done &c.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.
' This report, in the writing of Charles Thomson, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 59, III, folio 273. The following paper, in the writing of James Madison,

indicates the amendments which were made at his suggestion. It is on folios 280J,

295, and 280:

N? 1. After Captures—or recaptures.

N? 2. After "before" insert, "or which shall be undetermined at."

N9 3. After rule VII. insert—The goods, wares, and Merchandizes belonging to an

Enemy (contraband goods and goods destined to a blockaded or besieged port being

always excepted) found in a vessel, belonging Xo a foreign nation other than an enemy,

Bhall in no case be subject to condemnation.

N? 4. Add to the list of contraband, cables, large ropes, Masts Ac: or substitute the

list in the Treaty between U. S. and France.

N9 5. Strikeout the words after restored to the end of paragraph. After value

—

no regard being had to the time of possession by the Enemy and

N? 6. Strike out the paragraph and substitute the following: "In all cases of recap-

ture by an armed vessel fitted out at the expense of the U. S. of a vessel or other effects

belonging to a citizen the Court shall adjudge the proportion which would be due to

the U. S. to be remitted to such citizen; no regard being had to the time of possession

by the enemy.

N9 7. See papers [here the paper is torn off] time of possession by the Enemy.
N? 8. Strike out allowed and insert "Adjudged lawful."

N? 9. Between made and in insert "in pursuing the course of her voyage."

N? 10. Cannon shot of shore.

N? 11. Alter so as to read thus: The destruction of papers unless good cause be

shewn therefor, or the posse.ssion of double papers by a captiu-ed vessel, shall be con-

sidered as evidence for condemnation.

N? 12. See paper N? 12.

•After half add: "of the property condemned."

N? 13. Strike out "to be divided as aforesaid."

N? 14. Strike out as aforesaid and insert: "According to the proportions of pay
respectively allowed them."
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1781

IVIr. [Edward] Telfair, a delegate for Georgia, attended and

took his place.

Footnote—Continued.

N? 15. Strike out as aforesaid and insert: "equally among them, provided that if

any such inhabitant shall be wounded in making the capture he shall be entitled to

two shares, and if killed hia legal representative shall be intitled to 4 shares."

N? 16. Strike out the parenthesis.

N? 17. Between recapture and of insert by an armed vessel belonging to U. S.

N? 18. Strike out the word "so" and after equipped add "in a warlike manner."

N? 19. Between recapture and of insert, by a vco.^cl of war an armed vessel belong-

ing to U. S.

N? 20. Strike out "so" and after equipped add in a warlike manner.

Paper No. 12 referred to is also in Madison's writing and is on folio 281. It ia aa

follows:

N? 12. To the Commander in Chief of the Navy of the United States shall be allotted

1/20 part of all prizes taken by an armed vessel or vessels under his orders and com-

mand: when there shall be no such commander in chief the 1/20 part allotted to him
shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States. To the Captain of any single

armed vessel 2/20 parts, but if more ships or vessels be in company when a prize is

taken then the 2/20 parts shall be divided equally among all the Captains.

To the Captains of Marines, Lieutenants and Masters 3/20 parts of all prizes taken

when they are in company, to be di\'ided equally among them

:

To the Lieutenants of Marines, Surgeons, Chaplains, pursers, boatswains, gunners,

carpenters, masters mates and the secretary of the fleet 2/20 parts and one half of 1/20

part to be divided equally among them:

To the following petty warrant officers, viz: Midshipmen, (allowing for each ship

six, for each Brig four and for each sloop two) Captains Clerks, Surgeons Mates, Stew-

ards, Sail Makers, Coopers, Armourers, (allowing for each vessel one of each only)

boatswains mates. Gunners Mates, Carpenters Mates, (allowing for each vessel two of

each) Cooks, Cockswains (allowing for each vessel one of each) Serjeants of Marines

(allowing 2 for each ship and 1 for each brig and sloop) 3/20 parts to be divided equally

among them. And when a prize is taken by any vessel on board or in company of

which the Commander in Chief is, then the Commander in Chief's Cook or Cockswain

shall be added to the said petty warrant officers, and share equally with them:

The remaining 8/20 parts and 1/2 of 1/20 part shall be divided among the rest of

the vessels company or companies, as it may happen, share and share alike.

No officer nor man shall have any share but such as are actually on board their sev-

eral vessels when any prize or prizes shall be taken, excepting only such as may have

been ordered on board any other prizes before taken or sect away by his or their com-

manding officers:

The following paper, in the writing of James Lovell, has reference to the report as

indicated by the marginal letters. It is on folio 293.

REMARKS ON THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO CAPTURES

A. Not sufficiently clear in the expression should be thus " Nevertheless all captures

and recaptures which shall have been made and all admiralty suits and causes which
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A letter, of 6, from the governor of Massachusetts, was
read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

Footnote—Continued.

shall have been instituted before the said day of shall be conducted

adjudged and determined upon in same manner as if this ordinance had not been

made."

B. If destined for the use of an Enemy—Quere—how shall this be ascertained?

C. This article being very important I beg leave to observe upon it; that an enemy
may by virtue thereof cover the whole of their property upon the seas, unless the

Law could point out such Substantial Proofs fif the property of the Ship as cannot

easily be counterfeited or procured for the purpose of deception—as for instance,

that every Ship said to be neutral shall produce her Register with the official seal of

the neutral nation; or if transfers have been made those transfers certified and authen-

ticated by the like official seal—otherwise she shall not be deemed a neutral Bottom

BO as to protect enemies goods on board. At any rate I think the word Capture in

this clause C. should be omitted, as captains of Privateers cannot judge at sea of the

propriety of tlie Capture in nice cases. If they take without any Colour of Law, they

are subject to pay costs. Damages and other penalties; but if the case should be a

doubtful one they ought to take and let the Court determine, whether Prize or not.

This prohibition may perhajis be constnied to subject them to damages in all cases

of acquittal, however doubtful the case may be.

D. Quere—Should not cables, large ropes, masts &c. necessary for a Fleet be

included?

E. After the Words "shall be allowed" add—and adjudged agreeably to the Laws
of this ordinance. Quere—as to non<'ommissioned vessels: Regular soldiers or citizona

inhabitants cannot take unless the property be driven on the shore or very near it.

All other parts of the ordinance restrict the jurisdiction to the limits of low water

mark, uithin cannon shnt of the shore. Is it intended that the Prize shall be taken

by Cannon shot from the shore; or that the inhabitants may go out in Boats and take

prizes in that distance without commission. The distance had better be ascertained

by miles.

Any Cttpturod vowiol having double papom or i'lpaHinoos fhall bo gubjoot to con-

The following, in James Madison's writing is on folio 283:

EFFECTS SUBJECT TO CAPTURE AND CONDEMNATION

I. All ships and other vessels of whatever size or denomination belonging to any
Enemy of the U. R. with their rigging, apparel and furniture:

II. All goods, wares and merchandizes, belonging to, and found on board a ship or

vessel of such Enemy:

III. All contraband goods, wares, and merchandizes belonging to

Qu: as to this such Enemy, in whosesoever ship or vessel found and ZLhithersoever

destined:

8«382*—VOL 21—11' l.-i
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A letter, of 14 Juh', and one, of 20th of the same month,

from S. Parsons at ]\Iartineque, were read:

Ordered, That they be refeiTed to the committee on the

letter, of 18 August, from G. Geddes.

Footnote—Continued

.

IV. All goods, wares, and merchandizes found in a hostile bottom, to whomsoever
belonging, and whithersoever destined:

V. All contraband, goods, wares, and merchandizes to whomsoever belonging,

destined to any-port or place for the use or operations within the dominion or possession,

[or to a fleet at sea or elsewhere] of such enemy:
VI. All vessels, goods, wares and merchandizes, taken by virtue of letters of marque

or reprisal:

VII. All vessels with their cargoes, to whomsoever belonging, destined to any
port or place, blocked up by vessels of war belonging to, in the service of or co-oper-

ating with the U. States: (insert besieged and shut up by batteries.)

VIII. All vessels with their cargoes in the possession of Pirates or Robbers on the

high seas—if they be not claimed within a year and a day—if claimed within that

time, to be restored reserving 1/3 for salvage to the captor (Salvage to be discretionary).

The following Captures shall not be lawful, viz:

I. Of vessels belonging to a foreign nation not asaooiatcd in the war with the Enemy
other than an enemy although laden with articles belonging to the Enemy; vessels

boimd to a blockaded place being always excepted:

II. Of property belonging to an Enemy found in bottoms belonging to such foreign

nation: Contraband articles being always excepted:

III. Of vessels or other property to whomsoever belonging, imder protection of

such foreign power.

No Prince nor State, nor subject of either, shall be adjudged an Enemy, tmtil some

act of the United States in Congress assembled shall be made declaratory thereof.

But if a hoatilo attaek bo made prior to oueh -dooloratorv act—b;r-finy^^riaed voceola

belonging to Buch Princo or State or tho gubj octa thereof, -beiag authori^'cd for tbnt

purpose, or any vessel belonging to the Pi-Sr-eg-thsir oitizons in guch caac the capttifo

of the vosaol oo attacking, shall be adjudged lawful.

The goods, wares and merchandizes to be adjudged contraband a^e the following

to wit:

Such port or place only ia to bo concidercd ao blocked itpT-into-which no vcoocl

eon enter without evident danger, on aooount of vcmcIo of war etationcd-thcrc, or land

battorioo.

The following, in James Mitchell Varmun's writing, is on folio 279. It was not

incorporated in the ordinance:

If such goods, wares and Merchandize should be water borne in any neutral or

other vessel, navigating northward of the Latitude and e\'idently destined

to any port within the United States, the same shall be liable to Capture and con-

demnation; pro\-ided, however, that upon proofs being made that such goods, wares

and Merchandize shall be free, if proof be made of their ha\'ing been pre\'iously

captured by an Enemy at War with Great Britain, and legally condemned.

See under December 4.
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A letter, of this day, from the president of the supreme

executive Council of Pensylvania was read, with an enclosed

extract of a letter, of 14, from the governor of New Jersey :

'

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three,

who are instructed to confer with the supreme executive

council of Pensylvania on the subject:

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [Samuel John]

Atlee, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum.
The committee of the week was elected:

The members. Mi-. [Edward] Telfau-, Mi-. [Elias] Boudinot,

Ml-. [Joseph] Montgomery.

Ordered, That Mv. [Edward] Telfair be added to the com-

mittee on the petition of 0. Bowen and petition of Roux
&Coy
The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Livennore,

Mr. Jones, Mr. Mathews, || on the letter of 28 August, from

the governor of Rhode Island, &c. was taken into considera-

tion; and Thereupon,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive power
of the State of Rhode Island, &c., to settle and pay the reason-

able rents not already paid, of such store-houses as have

been used by order of the commanders of the French fleet

and army in that State, and charge the same to the United

States.^

The delegate for New Hampshire laid before Congress a
vote of the general Assembly of that State:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

Finance.

A letter, of 17 August, two of 25 and one of 26 of the same
month, from Major General Greene, were read, with sundry

papers enclosed :

^

• This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, II, folio 393.

^ This report, in the writing of Samuel Livermore, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 207.

'The letter of August 17 is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, II,

folio 231; one of August 25 ia on folio 239; the other of August 25 is on folio 247;

that of August 26 is on folio 251.
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Ordered, That the letter, of 25th, be refeiTed to a com-

mittee of thi'ee:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, ^Ir. [Samuel]

Livermore, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee.

Ordered, That a letter, of this day, from the lieutenant

governor and sundry members of the council of South Caro-

lina to the delegates of the said State be referred to the same
committee.

Ordered, That the letter, of 25, with the papers enclosed,

be refen-ed to a committee of three

:

The members. Mi'. [Elias] Boudinot, Mi'. [James] Madison,

Mr. [Thomas] Bee.

A letter, of 2d, from the governor of Vu-ginia; and

One, of 12th, from General Washington, were read.*

The committee to whom were referred the memorials of

Major General St. Clan- and Brigadier General Stark, deli\-

ered in a report.

The second reading of the ordinance respecting captures

was again resumed, and after debate:

Adjoui'ned to 10 o'Clock to Moitow.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER i8, 1781

The report of the committee of the week was read ; WTiere-

upon.

The Committee of the Week report

,

That the petition of Dan! Simon an Indian preacher Minister of

the Gospel praying that the salary which he formerly received from

England may be made good to him, and that he may be employed

in pubhck service, be referred to a special Committee.

That the petition of Capt. James Lees praying that the money
advanced by him for enlisting me& soldiers [may be paid] be referred

to the Board of War.

' The Virginia letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, II, folio 125.

Washington's letter ia in No. 152, X, folio 245.
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That the petition of Celerm Brossard praying that his pay and
depreciation may be paid to him be referred to the Board of War.
That the petition of Jn" Patton praying that the money due to him

for mihtary stores maj' be paid be read in Congress.

That the petition of iEneas Boisee praying for pay, Clotliing and
Depreciation be referred to the Board of War.
That the petition of Louis De La Valette a marme officer j)raying

for his pay be referred to the Superintendant of Finance.'

Ordered, That a petition of the Rev. Daniel Simon be

referred to a committee of three:
^

The members, Mi-. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Joseph] iMont-

gomery, Mr. [Daniel] MowTy;

That a memorial of James Lees, and one from Celerin Bros-

sard, and a petition of ^Eneas Boisee be refen-ed to the Board
of War.^

A petition of John Patton was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasmy.
A petition of Louis de la, Vallette was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

A memorial of Benj Waller was read ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the particular circumstances of the public

funds render it impracticable for Congress to comply with

the prayer of the memorial.'*

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Board of War be authorised to draw

warrants on the paymaster general in favour of Captain La
' This report, in the writing of George Partridge, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 253.

' This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VII, folio 121.

' Lees's memorial, dated September 12, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 41, V, folio 238; Brossard's petition, dated September, 1781, is in No.
41, I, folio 3G5; Bois6eV, dated September, 1781, is in No. 42, I, folio 262.

* This report, in the writing of Elias Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 41, X, folio 578, Wallers memorial, dated September 16, 1781, being
on folio 580.
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Belcour and Lieutenant Decanture [Decoutures] of Colonel

Armand's legion for six months' pay in bills of the new

emissions, for which they are to be accountable.'

Another report of the Board of War was read, respecting

the general hospital

:

Ordered, That it be taken into consideration to Morrow.

The committee || consisting of Mr. Varnum, Mr. Livermore,

Mr. Atleell to whom was referred the letter, of 25 August,

from Major General Greene, and the letter, of 17, from the

lieutenant governor, &c., of South Carolina, delivered in a

report; Whereupon,

Congress passed the following resolutions

:

The United States in Congress assembled, viewing with

abhorrence the barbarous and unexampled conduct of the

British commanders in the late murderous and wanton execu-

tion of Colonel Hayne, a citizen of the State of South Carolina,

and being impressed with the necessity of putting a stop to

such violations of the laws of nations and arms:

Resolved, That the conduct of Major General Greene, in

taking necessary measures for retaliation, be, and hereby is

approved.

Resolved, That Major General Greene be, and hereby is

authorised to take the most prudential measm-es in reforming

and completing the corps of South Carolina and Georgia state

troops.^

Rcoolvcd, That an attcatod copy of the dcpoaition of

Isaac—Noufvillc—a»d:

—

of the papora- confided- to Mrs.

Edwarda by Colonel Haync the evening before hia cxccu

tion, and of her dcpoaition, be tranamitted to Major (rcn

cral Greene;
' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 251.

^ This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 469.
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That ho make full inquiiy into the oircumetanccB of the

caso and that if it - aball appear that auch cscGution was
contrary to the laws of wai' he cauac retaliation upon tho

prineipleo of thoao lawa in a manner moat ' likely to ro-

Btrain tho enemy from future aimilar acta of cruelty.

The report from the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Ran-

dolph, Mr. Duane, Mr. Varnum,|| to whom were referred

several motions on the subject of retaliation, together with

two letters, one from Major General the Marquis de la

Fayette, and the other from the hon. Dr. Franklin, minister

plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of Versailles,

was taken into consideration; and,

It appearing from the depositions of Humphry Mechambor,

Ranson Savage, Thomas Wood, Jesse Fan'ar, and Thomas
Duffey, that the enemy are in the daily practice of forcing

such Americans as have been captivated into their own sea-

service by the most pointed cruelties: it also appearing from

the letter of the minister plenipotentiary of these United

States at the Court of Versailles, that American prisoners in

Great Britain are increasing in number by the transporta-

tion of them thither from New York, and the refusal of the

British admiralty to exchange Americans for any British

prisoners not taken by American armed vessels: and it

farther appearing, that no regular cartel hath hitherto been

established

:

The foregoing facts being taken into consideration, and it

being farther recollected, that besides these proofs of British

inhumanity, the files of Congress abound with instances, in

which American citizens have been sacrificed in noisome

dungeons, for their inflexible patriotism in refusing to assume

arms against their country

:
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coDtragtcd their condition with—the -more -moderate treatment—e^

French Priaouera replied with an insolent distinction between prison

era of war and rebels :

Resolved, That the Board of War be, and are hereby

du-ected to set apart five hundred British prisoners, including

a due proportion of officers, to whom exchange shall be

denied, until the American prisoners now in Great Britain,

be retm-ned to these states by exchange or otherwise

:

That the Board of War report a plan and an estimate of

the expence for erecting Symsbury mines, in the State of

Connecticut, into a state prison for the reception of sueb

British prisoners as aball from time to time be confined aa

aubjccta of retaliation of war, and for the purpose of retali-

ation.'

Ordered, That the order of the day for electing officers in

the treasury department be postponed till to Morrow.

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1781

A letter, of this day, from Mr. [Richard] Howly, one of

the delegates for Georgia, was read f WTiereupon,

Resolved, That five hundred and fifty dollars be advanced

to Mr. R[ichard] Howly to enable him to proceed to Georgia,

and that the said sum be charged to the said State of Georgia.

On motion of Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, seconded by Mr.

[James] Duane,

Ordered, That Major Genei'al St. Clah' cause the levies of

the Pensylvania line, now in Pensylvania, to rendezvous at

or near Philadelphia, with all possible expedition.

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except that the last paragraph

has amendments in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 237.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 73, folio 283.
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Ordered, That the intelligence this day received respecting

the movements of the enemy at New York, be transmitted

to Major General Heath.

Resolved, That the State of Delaware be requested imme-

diately to hold the whole of the militia of that State in

readiness, and that one-half of them may be forthwith

ordered into the field, as the movements of the enemy at

New York indicate an attack in that quarter.

That the Board of War take order for the security of the

prisoners, the public stores, papers and other public property

in the City of Philadelphia and States of Pensylvania and

New Jersey, in such manner as the movements of the enemy
may make necessary.

A letter, of 15, from Major General Heath was read.'

A memorial from the hon"'.'' the Minister of France was read

:

The Minister Plenipotentiary of France, in a memorial

dated the 18th, informs Congress, " that he has received

despatches from his Court, containing important details

touching the communications that have taken place

between the belligerent powers and the mediators";

and desu'es " that Congress would be pleased to appoint

a committee to whom he may impart them, and with

whom he may confer on the present situation of affairs.

That he has also received orders from his Court, relative

to the advances made on account of the thirteen United

States, and respecting their finances, which he will

have the honour to communicate to Congress through

the medium of a committee"; Whereupon,"

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom was
referred the letter from his Most Christian Majesty:

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 290.

' This paragraph was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairn.

The orders following vrere entered both in the Public and the Secret Journal.

Luzerne's memorial is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American
Revolution (Wharton), IV, 715.
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Ordered, That two members be added to the committee,

and that the committee confer with the Minister Plenipoten-

tiary of France and receive the communications he has to

make:

The members added, Mr. [EUas] Boudinot, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman.

A letter, of 19, from Colonel Armand was read :

'

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Congress proceeded to the election of officers in the treasury

office; and the ballots being taken, Michael Hillegas was
elected treasm-er, having been previously nominated by Mr.

[Roger] Sherman; and Mr. Joseph Nom-se was elected register,

having been also nominated by Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

On motion of Mi". [Elias] Boudinot, seconded by Mr.

[James] Duane:

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to inspect

the state of the accounts in the treasury office now under

settlement and report the progress made therein:

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Ezra] L'Hom-
medieu, Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

The committee on the letter, of 16 August, from General

Moultrie; and

The committee on the letter, of 18th, from the Rev? D.

Simon, delivered in their several reports.

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1781

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read :

"

Ordered, That the Board of War confer with the executive

of the State of Pensylvania on the subject of then- letter of

this day, and request their aid in the matter.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Conffress, No. 164, folio 454.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 255.
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The report of the committee on the memorial of the Rev"?

Daniel Simon was taken into consideration; and Thereupon,

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of Daniel

Simon, Report,

That the Memorialist appears to be a well disposed person, and
has for several years past been employed as a School Master and
Preacher among the Indians, who are now driven from their settle-

ments by the enemies of the United States, that he may still be use-

fully employed as an Instructor to them, but that it will not be expe-

dient to employ him in a Mihtary character, or support him ;it the

expence of the United States.'

Ordered, That the memorialist be informed, that although

Congress entertain a good opinion of him, they do not find

it expedient to employ him in a military character or to

support him at the expence of the United States.

A letter, of 15 May, from Jon° Williams;^ and

One, of 11 July, from John Bonfield; were read.

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded l;y

Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum:

Whereas the horrid and unprovoked acts of cruelty lately com-

mitted by the British Conxmanders in America, by burning defence-

less towns, and most inhumanly butchering the inhabitants, contrary

to all laws divine and human, which said acts of Barbarity call loudly

for just retaliation;

Therefore resolved, and it is hereby declared to be the firm and

unalterable determination of Congress, that should any such further

acts of inhumanity be perpetrated by the British armies, within these

United States, or other persons employed by them. Orders will be

immediately given to the officers commanding our troops to put to

death all persons found in arms against these United [.States] without

discrimination.

And we do further declare, that we shall conceive ourselves to be

fuUy justified by the laws of self defence and sound policy, to employ

' Thb report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio ,335.

^ This letter is in the I'apers of the Coniinenlal Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folio 307.
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persons to reduce to ashes the towns of Great Britain, as a just

retahation for the wanton acts of cruelty committed by the enemy,
and a duty we owe our constituents.'

Ordered, That the same, together with a copy of Governor

Trumbull's letter of to the Commander in Chief, giv-

ing an account of the burning of New London, and that part

of General Greene's letter relative to the burning of George-

town by the enemy, be refen-ed to a committee of three :^

The members, IVIr. [Elias] Boudinot, IVIi-. [James Mitchell]

Varnum, j\Ir. [John] Mathews,

On motion of Mi\ [William] Sharpe,

Resolved, That the governor and council of the State of

North Carolina be desu-ed to erect a monument, at the

expence of the United States, not exceeding the value of

five hundred dollars, to the memory of the late Brigadier

General Davidson, who commanded the militia of the dis-

trict of Salisbury, in the State of North Carolina, and was

killed on the first day of February last, fighting gallantly in

the defence of the liberty and independence of these states.

On motion of Mr. [George] Walton, seconded by Mr.

[Edward] Telfair,

Resolved, That the legislature of the State of Georgia be

desu'ed to erect a monument, at Sunsbmy, in the said State,

at the expence of the United States, not exceeding five hun-

dred dollars, to the memory of the late Brigadier General

' This motion, in the writing of John Mathewe, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 277.

The following motion, without date, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, except

the portion in brackets, which is in that of Thomas McKean, is on folio 280:

Whereas, &c. The War and Marine Departments all ofEcora naval and military

acting under tho orders and commission of Congrcgs [the Commander in Chief of the

Armies of the U. S. of America and the commanding officers of separate departments]

are hereby strictly charged and commanded to do their utmost fully to retaliate on

the Britiah Enemy for all acts of cruelty and devastation committed by them or

their commanders, ofEoors &c. against the citizens or towns of these I'. States contrary

to the laws of war amongst civilized nations.

- Trumbull's letter to Washington, dated September 13, 1781, is in the Washington

Papers, 52, folio 125; a copy is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 20, I,

folio 281.
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Screven, who fell, covered with wounds, fighting for the Ub-

erties of the United States.

The report of the Board of War respecting the hospital

department was taken into consideration; and Thereupon,

At a Board of War September 77'* 17S1.

Present M'' Peters

W Cornell

The Board do themselves the honor to report to Congress on the

medical department, and beg leave to observe tliat they have taken

every measure in their power to procure the necessary information to

enable them to do justice to the United States as well as individuals.

First. For settling the hne of promotions in the medical staff they

have obtained a plan fixed by a Board of General Officers under the

orders of the Commander in Chief with his approbation, Copies of

which N° 1. and 2 are enclosed, the plan they beg leave to recommend
to be established by Congress as reported by the General Officers for

a rule of promotion in the medical staff in future.

Secondly. In consequence of General Greene's Request for assist-

ance in the Medical Department, they have consulted the Commander
in Cliief on the propriety of filHng up the vacancies under the Director

General and requesting him to send the necessary assistance to the

Southern Army. He was not able to determine the question, but

on his arrival at the head of Elk he obtained Df Craik's opinion on

that subject wliich is contained in the enclosed paper N" 3, but as

it appears from the tenor of D' Cochran's letter to the Board (an

extract of which is enclosed in N° 4.) that he entertains different

sentiments, the Board take tlie liberty to recommend to Congress

that appointments be made agreeable to D"" Cochran's recommen-

dation contained in the enclosed paper N° 5. to serve with the main

army and its dependencies. And those contained in Doctor Oliphant's

recommendation contained in the enclosed paper N° 6, to be appointed

for the Southern Army under the Command of General Greene.

The Board are the more induced to recommend the aj)pointment

of those Gentlemen to the Southward as it appears to them abso-

lutely necessary they should be with the army immediately and could

they possibly bo spared from tiiis quarter a considerable sum of

money must be advanced to defray their travelling Expences which

it is to he feared would cause a considerable delay.'

' This report is in the Papers of the Cuul'tneiital Cungress, No. 148, II, folio 259.
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Resolved, That the present vacancies of hospital physicians

and surgeons be filled up by the senior surgeons of the hos-

pital lately deranged, the eldest hospital mates or regimental

surgeons, as shall be recommended by the du'ector and chief

physician and surgeon to the army

:

That all futm-e vacancies of hospital physicians and sur-

geons be filled by the eldest regimental sui'geons and hospital

mates, who shall be reckoned of equal grades, who shall upon

examination be found qualified and obtain a certificate of

recommendation from the director and chief physician and

sm-geon of the army, or of the deputy-du'ector and chief

physician in a seperate department

:

That the persons requisite to fill the higher grades in the

hospital and medical departments, be appointed, from time

to time, by Congress, according to merit and abilities:

That the states shall -nominatc regimental surgoonS ' to the rcgimcntg

of their respcctiyc lines, who -shall be examined by the director and

chief physician and surgeon to the army and one of the chief hospital

physician or of the deputy director and of the chief Physician in a,

separate department, and upon their certificate of approbation shall

receive the appointment.

That all surgeons to regiments or corps not belonging to

the line of any particular State, be nominated by the director

of the hospitals, and the chief physician and surgeon of the

army, subject to the approbation of the Commander in Chief,

and shall be equally entitled to promotion to hospital physi-

cians and surgeons with the regimental siu-geons of state

lines.'

On recommendation of the director approved by the

Board of War:
Resolved, That Dr. Joseph Young, a deranged senior sur-

geon, and doctors Goodwin Wilson, Daniel Jenifer, Samuel

' A copy of this report of the Board of General Officers, referred to, in the Board of

War report, aa No. 2, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 269.
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Edmondson and George Campbell, eldest sui'geon's-mates, be

promoted to the rank of hospital physicians and surgeons, to

fill the vacancies occasioned by the resignations of doctors

Bloomfield, Scott, Hagan and Jackson, and the promotion of

Dr. Burnet.

On the recommendation of the deputy dh'ector, approved

by the Board of War:
Resolved, That doctors Thomas Tudor Tucker, and Vickars,

be appointed physicians and surgeons in the hospital for the

southern department

:

That Daniel Smith be appointed assistant deputy purveyor,

and John Carne assistant deputy apothecary, in the southern

department.'

A repoi-t of the committee of the week was read; Where-
upon,

Ordered, That a memorial of William Plumb be referred to

the Board of War.'

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 26 July,

from John Wereat, delivered in a report.

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of John Wereat
Esq. continental agent for the state of Georgia, Report that in the

month of April in the year 1778 three British vessels were captured

in a certain harbour in said State of Georgia by the Continental

gallies and troops under the command of Colonels Elbert and Wliite

and that said prizes were libelled and condemned at the suit and

under the agency of the said John Wereat Esq. who was ordered to

sell the same and distribute the money arising by the sale according

to the resolutions of Congress in such cases made and provided ; that

on the 19'? Day of May 1778 being the day appointed for the sale of

said prizes the said Colonels Elbert and White and Richard Howly

' A copy of the recommendation of the director (John Cochran) dated June 4, 1781,

is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 273; a copy of the

recommendation of the deputy director (David Olyphant) is on folio 263.

^ This memorial, dated September 18, 1781, Ls in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 41, VIII, folio 152.
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Esq. appeared and wholly obstructed forbid the sale which waiJ

accordingly stopped, alledging that the captors had appointed agents

who had a right to act, and that M"' Wereat had no right to act for

them without their consent. And afterwards (as is alledged by said

Richard Howly Esq.) prevailed with the court of said state of Geor-

gia to alter their decree in part viz. so far as to make the money
arising by said sale payable to said Colonel Elbert and Joseph Clay,

being agents for the captors, and not to the aforesaid continental

agent. Complaint of tliis was made by said John Wereat Esq. and

Congress on the 29'!' da^- of July 177S, referred the whole dispute to

the Governor and Council of said state of Georgia, to enquire into

the same and report to Congress, which state being invaded by the

enemy no report has been yet made. In the mean time viz. on the

IS'? of July 1778 another decree was made by the court of said state

of Georgia ordering said continental agent to take the brig Einchin-

hrook (one of said prizes) for the use of the Continent and to pay the

captors £10,000 current money of the said state of Georgia for the

same. This decree the said Continental Agent refused to comply with

and appealed therefrom to Congress which appeal is still pending.

Wherefore said Committee report that the said continental agent

be directed to prosecute said appeal to final judgment as soon as may
be. And that he represent the whole of tliis dispute to the Governor

and Council of the state of Georgia for their consideration agieeable

to said resolution of Congress of the 29'? of July 1778, as soon as the

circumstances of said case will permit.

Which is submitted.
Samtjel LrvEEMOBE /or Com*"^

Resolved, That the Board of War be authorized and directed to

establish the speediest mode of conveying intelligence from and to

the Grand Army, as well by land as by water.^

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Livermore, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 529. The indorsement says: "Passed in the negative.
"

'' This motion, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, I, folio 219. It was negatived as the indorsement shows.
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A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance,

was read, with sundry papers relative to the hospital depart-

ment :

'

Ordered, That they be referi'ed to a committee of three.

A motion was made by Mi'. [James] Duane, seconded by
Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,

" That the resolutions respecting the filling up vacancies in

the general hospital, and the promotions made yesterday, be

suspended until the committee to be appointed shall have

reported."

And on the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays

being requu'ed by Mi". [James] Duane,

New Hampshire,
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The members, ]\Ir. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Joseph] Mont-

gomery, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot.

A letter, of this day, from Colonel Armand, was read :

'

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members. Mi-. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mr. [William]

Sharpe, Mr. [Isaac] Motte.

A letter, of this day, from Major de Lomagne was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 12, from Colonel Broadhead, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Letter from J. Mercier was read.^

The report of the committee on the memorial of Major

General St. Clau" was taken into consideration: ^

The Committee to whom the memorial of Major General St. Clair

was referred beg leave to report, that the Board of War draw a war-

rant on the Paymaster General for five hundred dollars in specie in

favor of Major General St. Claii- on account of his pay that he may
be enabled to proceed on the duties of his command.

Ordered, That the same, together with the memorial, be

refeiTed to the superintendant of finance.

The report of the committee on the memorial of Brigadier

General Stark was read

:

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of Gen' Stark

beg leave to report, that the said memorial be referred to the Board

of War.

Ordered, That the memorial be referred to the Board of

War.
' This letter is in the Papers of th( Continental Congress, No. 164, folio 466.

2 Lomagne's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, folio 491.

Brodhead's is in No. 78, IV, folio 197; Mercier's, dated September 21, 1781, is in

No. 78, XVI, folio 235.

' The report on St. Clair's memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

19, V, folio 387; that on Stark's memorial is on folio 389; both are in the writing of

George Walton.
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Congress resumed the second reading of the ordinance

respecting captm-es; and on the question to agree to the

following paragi'aph, viz.

"On the re-capture by a citizen, of any negro, mulatto,

Indian or other person from whom labom- or service is law-

fully claimed by another citizen, specific restitution shall be

adjudged to the claimant, whether the original capture shall

have been made on land or water, a reasonable salvage being

paid by the claimant to the re-captor, not exceeding one

fourth part of the value of such labour or service, to be esti-

mated according to the laws of the State of which the claim-

ant shall be a citizen: but if the service of such negro,

mulatto, Indian or other person, captm-ed below high-water

mark, shall not be legally claimed by a citizen of these

United States, he shall be set at liberty."

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] Mathews,

Massachusetts,
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Ordered, That Monday next be assigned fo]- the third read-

ing of this ordinance.

The committee || consisting of Mr. Osgood, Mr. L'Homme-
dieu, Mr. Sherman,

||
appointed to enquire into the state of

the accounts depending before the Board of Treasury and

chambers of accounts, report,

" That there are no matters depending before the Board of

Treasury, but what without inconvenience, may be taken up
by the proper officers under the new an-angement: but that

there are sundry accounts depending before the chambers of

accounts and considerable progress made in the settlement

of some of them;" Whereupon,

Ordered, That the late commissioners of the chambers of

accounts make a fau- state of the several accounts referred to

them for settlement, so far as they have proceeded in adjust-

ing the same, and deliver them to the comptroller or the

auditors that shall be appointed to compleat the settlement

thereof, with all such remarks as the)^ may have noted re-

specting any of the accounts by them examined, which are not

compleatly settled.^

The committee || consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph,

Mr. Mathews, Mr. Boudinot and Mr. Sherman || to whom was
referred the memorial of the hon*"?^ the Minister plenipoten-

tiary of France delivered in a report.

That they have this day held a conference with the

said minister plenipotentiary, and received the follow-

ing communications contained in sund)y despatches

from Count de Vergennes, minister for foreign affau'S to

his most Christian Majesty, viz.

From a letter of 19th April. That Count de Vergennes

had transmitted to the minister the details respecting

the proposed mediation of the com-ts of Vienna, and

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 26, folio 311.
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Petersbmg.^—(The minister observed, that this had
abeady been communicated to Congi-ess through a com-
mittee. He repeated, for our recollection, that the

acceptance on the part of France of the proposed media-

tion depended entirely, at that time, on the concuiTence

of the United States; and th;it with respect to Spain,

its conduct would be determined by the dissolution of

the negotiation with Mi". Cumberland. That the Court

of Spain had informed the Comt of London, on the first

proposal of the mediation of the imperial coiu'ts, that as

a direct negotiation with the king of Great Britain was
opened thi'ough IVIr. Cumberland, a mediation was un-

necessary.)—That affah'S since that time had taken a

different turn. Mi*. Cumberkmd has been recalled; and
the Catholick King, being now entirely at liberty, has

accepted the mediation of the two imperial coiuts.

That the king, om* ally, had done the same; but that

both kings had declared at the same time to the two
mediators, that the mediation could not possibly have

any activity without previously establishing some funda-

mental preliminaries. Of this observation the two medi-

ating com-ts had akeady felt the propriety. That
France was then (viz. 19th April) expecting the effect

which this conmiunication would produce on the Court

of London. That the first question proposed by France,

related to the admission of an American plenipotentiary;

and that the object of the second was to know, upon
what footing the king of England intended to treat with the

United States. The Court of France, not knowing that

the United States had agi'eed to accept the mediation,

again invite us to it.—(The minister here observed that

Congi'ess would judge by the questions proposed to the

mediating poM'ers, by the king his master, of the prin-

ciples bj' which his Majesty was actuated with respect
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to the United States. He assitred us that his Majesty

is invariably resolved to abide by those principles, and

will enter into no negotiation whatever before he shall

receive a satisfactory solution to those two questions.

He added, that the French ministry trusted that this

conduct would more and more convince the United

States, and would cause them to imitate the example

of the king, and to feel that their honoiir and their inter-

est call for their constant attachment, their friendship,

and um-eserved confidence towards him.)—The Count de

Vergennes observes, that it is plain from these cu-cum-

stances, that the negotiation for peace will be full of

diflaculties, and that it will probably be necessary, in

pretensions as well as proceedings, to be very cautious,

and to act so as to remove those difficulties, and every

thing which might increase the acrimony to which the

English plenipotentiaries may be natm-ally inclined.

From another letter of the same date. That when this

letter was wa-itten, the Com-t had received information

of the sentiments of the Com-t of London with respect

to the United States. The Count de Vergennes men-

tions, that in the act by which the Court of London

accepts the mediation of Russia, and requests the medi-

ation of the emperor, she declares that she is ready to

make peace, as soon as the league between France and her

revolted subjects should be dissolved. That this preten-

sion had met from the Com*t of France the contempt

which it deserved. She on her part has declared, that

if this proposition contained the last determination of

England, it would be in vain to think of peace; and she

has desired the English ministry to give a positive

answer on the two questions abovementioned. That

this declaration had been exactly transmitted by the

Com-t of Vienna to that of London; and the result of the
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answer made by that court to the Imperial Majesty is,

"That in all points to be agitated in a future congress,

England loill behave with great equity and condescension;

bid the dependence of Iier rebel subjects in America must

be pre-established, and that this matter must be left

entirely to the care of Great Britain." That it is easily

to be perceived, that while things remain in this situa-

tion there can be no possibility of a mediation or peace.

The Count de Vergennes remarks, that Congress will be

finally convinced that it is only by arms and the most
vigorous exertions that our independence can be extorted

from the Court of London, and not at all by negotiation

or persuasion. That the Court of France will transmit

to the Coui't of Vienna the sentiments of the king on the

British answer. That if these sentiments should be

forwarded to the Court of London without any commen-
tary, it is probable they would make but a slight im-

pression: but it may be hoped from the justice of his

Imperial Majesty that they will be supported by such

reflections as to make a gi'eater impression on the British

court: although it is not to be expected, that the Aus-

trian court will fully enter into the views of his ]\Iost

Chi'istian ]\Iajesty, imtil the matter shall be more per-

fectly explained. The Count nevertheless urges the

necessity of sending forward proper instructions and

powers for the mediation.

From a letter of the 11th of May. That the affair

of the mediation has made no progi-ess; and that it is

very probable that the mediators will not be soon

enabled to begin the negotiation. That the admission

of an American plenipotentiary presents the greatest

difficulties: that the Count however will take every

measm-e in his power to have this admission decided

in favom- of the United States before the regular open-
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ing of the mediation. The Count urges the Chevaher

de la Luzerne to observe to Congi-ess, that the best

manner of removing these obstacles would be a decisive

victory gained by the United States in the present

campaign.

From a letter of 27th of July. Count de Vergennes

observes on an opinion which prevailed in America

respecting the friendly disposition of the powers of

Europe towards the United States, that as yet not one

court had taken the least step which manifests their

disposition towards the United States. That the

courts of Vienna and Petersbui'g, having assumed the

character of mediators, cannot be too reserved. For

by a different conduct they would become obnoxious

to one or other of the belligerent powers, and lose the

important and glorious part with which they are in-

trusted. That it results from these observations, that

the United States ought to look upon themselves as

Ijeing still separated from all other powers; and that

they have but one professed friend, which is France;

and that the United States ought to rely principally

upon their own resources. The Count de Vergennes

observes, that he has talked circumstantially with Mr.

Adams on these subjects, who appeared to be satisfied

with what had been done in favom- of his country.

That he had communicated to ]\Ii-. Adams the prelimi-

nary overtures made by the two imperial courts, as

well as the intended answer of his ]\Iost Christian ]\Iaj-

esty. That the gi-eat or only difficulty concerns

America. That France will do all in her power to

remove that obstacle, upon which depends the activity

of the mediation. That as soon as it shall be removed,

or proved to be unsm-mountable, proper instructions

will be forwarded to the Chevalier de la Luzerne, con-
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cerning the conduct which the state of affairs will

require from Congress. That the Court of France had

received, with gi-eat satisfaction, information that Con-

gress were disposed to trust theu' interest to the two

mediating powers. The ChevaUer de la Luzerne is

directed to inform Congress that no use shall be made
of this disposition, in the present state of affairs; and

that it shall be communicated only when it can be done

consistently with the dignit}^ of the United States.

From a letter of the 19th of April. That Mi". Dana
has communicated to Count de Vergennes his appoint-

ment, and requested his advice concerning the conduct

which circumstances demanded on his part. That it

gave the Count great pleasure to observe this proof of

the confidence which Congress and their ministers

reposed in the friendship and advice of his court. That

the Count informed ]\Ii'. Dana, that he would run the

risk of exposing his person, and the dignity of the

United States, if he assumed any character whatsoever

in Russia, while the empress had not acknowledged the

independence of the United States, and expected to

act the part of a mediatrix, which denumded the most

perfect impartiality. That Mi-. Dana felt the propriety

of the observation; and proposed to the Count that he

should appear in Russia in the character of a common
traveller, keep his commission a secret, and avoid with

the gi-eatest care to speak of business, unless requested

so to do by the Russian ministry. That the Count
fully approved of this prudent scheme; and apprized

Mr. Dana of all the difficulties he would meet with.

He had him recommended to the Marquis de Verac,

envoy extraordinary at the Comt of Petersbiu'g; and
the Chevalier de la Luzerne is du-ected to assm-e Con-

gress that the Marquis de Verac would do all in his
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power for Mr. Dana's best reception, and with pleasure

assist him with his counsels as often as he should have

recoui'se to them. That the Marquis de Verac had

communicated to the Russian ministry the resolution

of Congi'ess concerning the principle of the declaration

made by the empress of Russia to the belligerent

powers. That this envoy informs the Count de Ver-

gennes, that the contents of this resolution had afforded

great satisfaction to Count Panin, minister for foreign

affairs, who intended to submit it without delay to the

perusal of the empress. That the Marquis de Verac

did not doubt but that she would be pleased with the

readiness of Congress to adopt that principle; and that

correspondent resolutions will have been taken respect-

ing the navigation of the neutrals.

Fro7n a letter of the 29th of June. That the acces-

sion of the State of Maryland to the general confedera-

tion, in the opinion of the Court of France, presents

very great advantages; among which is this, that Con-

gress, having at last acquired that power which the

Act of Confederation has assigned them, it is to be

expected that their orders will be fully and exactly

executed, and that they will take advantage of the

resources of their country to give to American patriot-

ism new energy. The minister is directed to inform

Congi-ess of the satisfaction the king has received on

that account, and to tell them, at the same time, that

there is the most pressing necessity to take more effectual

measures than heretofore to drive the British out of

this continent. It is thought needless to enter into

details about the circumstances which render this

measm-e necessary. The king entreats the United

States, as his friends, not to lose a moment in acting as

vigorously as possible against the common enemy. That
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Congress cannot be particularly acquainted with the

different bui-dens which France has upon her hands.

She wishes to be in a situation to continue as effectual

assistance to the United States as at this moment; but

future events may happen in a manner different from

what we may expect, though nothing can change her

unalterable resolution to support the independence of

her ally. The Count de Vergennes observes, that he

shall not speak any more of the non arrival of the

second division, having reason to believe from the orders

given to Count de Grasse, that the delay will be judged

of gi-eater utility to the United States than if the an-

nounced reinforcement had been sent in the time

expected. He adds, that the Chevalier de la Luzerne

had been ah-eady informed of the causes which had

prevented a compliance with the expectation which he

had been authorized to give.

From a letter of the 11th of May. That the Count de

Vergennes had been informed by the Duke de la Vau-

guyon, ambassader to the United Provinces, of the

intention of IVIr. Adams to display his character as a

minister of the United States in Holland. That the

duke gave him no assistance on that occasion, knowing

the appUcation would have no favourable issue. The

ChevaUer de la Luzerne is directed to inform confi-

dentially a committee, or Congress themselves, of these

ch-cumstances, in order that they may transmit to their

said minister plenipotentiary such instructions as they

may think proper. France is too much interested m

the fate of the United States not to give them such

counsels as would have for a principal object then-

advantage and their dignity.'

. This report was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal Foreign Affairs.

It iJpr'ntedt the Diplcmatic Correspondence of the American Re.oluUon (^^ barton),

IV, 719.
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At a Board of Was. September W" 1781.

Present ]\P Peters

General Cornell

The Board have been honored with the reference of the letter from

Col. Amiand. They are so deeply impressed wnth this gentleman's

merit and exertions, that they are of opinion every motive should

induce a compliance with the positive contract made with him pre-

vious to his going to France, from whence he has brought all the

articles necessarj' for the complement of his Legion, but it is now
reduced to less than a troop. A Resolve of Congress formerly passed

on the subject of this Corps authorized the taking of a certain number
of men from the several State Lines to fill up the Legion. Tliis went

on a supposition that the States would so far comply with the requisi-

tions of Congress that a sufficient number could be spared for Col.

Armand's Corps. But as this cannot now be done, on account of the

weakness of the several State lines, we see no other way to fill up
the Legion but by enlistments which vaW require the sum of tliirteen

thousand five hundred dollars at the bounty offered by Congress by
their resolutions of the 3'"'' October 1780. The procuring of horses

will be a business attended with great embarrassments. If they are

to be purchased the sum of twenty seven thousand dollars specie

must be advanced. The difficulties we allude to only flow from the

want of money for with that the Men and Horses as Congress well

know can easily be procured. If Congress should tliink with us, that

the Corps should be raised, and that it is practicable under the present

state of the finances they will please to resolve.

That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to take measures

in concert with the Board of War for completing Col. Armand'sCorps

to its complement of men and horses.

That all Horses purchased by any of the Southern States on

account of the United States, and not appropriated to the other

Corps of Cavalrj"^ be delivered to Col. Armand for the use of his

Legion.

The Board notwithstanding their recommending the above resolu-

tions, are so much embarrassed on the subject of procuring the

money, that if any more eligible mode could be adopted, they would

have taken the liberty of mentioning it to Congress. There are no

other means of procuring men but by enlistment or drafting and the

general is of opinion the latter cannot be done. The difficulty as to
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Horses will still remain unless they can be supplied out of those

purchased in Maryland for the State Cavalry latel}- called for bj-

Congress and for wliich as we are informed the men were not raised.

But we have no certain information respecting this matter.

N. B. Col. Armand has 30 horses remaining of Ids Legion. Tliere

are 45 horses of Vanlieer's corps which perhaps may be added to

Col. Armand's.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1781

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded hy
Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Ordered, That no appointment be made of mates, to supply

the places of those promoted in the general hospital by the

resolution of the 20 until the farther order of Congress.

A letter, of 17, from Major General Heath, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Wai'.

A letter, of this day, from Mr. Hillegas was read, accepting

the office of ti-easurer; also

A letter, of this day, from J. Nourse was read, signifying

his acceptance of the office of Register."

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1781

Mr. [Abraham] Clark, a delegate for New Jersey; and

Mr. [John] Hanson, a delegate for Maryland, attended and
took then' seats.

A letter, of 20, from ]\'Iajor General Heath;

' ThLs report is in the Papers of the Contiiiental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 277.

It waa read on this day as the indorsement indicates.

A letter of this day from Baron d'Arendt was read on this or an approximate dale.

It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 411.

* Ilillegas's lett-er ia in the Papers of the Contineiitul Congress, \o. 78, XII, fulio 17'J;

Nour-ie's id in No. 78, XVII, folio I i:'.
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A letter, of May 3, from the hon''." Doct Franklin, with

copies of the intercepted letters before received

;

A letter, of April 9, from hon^'" J. Laurens;

A letter, of 30 November, 1780, from INIr. Sweighauser; and

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance,

with a letter enclosed from Captain James Nicholson, of

19th; were read.'

The committee of the week was elected

:

Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [John] Hanson, Mr. [William]

Sharpe.

A report from the committee of the week was read;

WTiereupon,

Ordered, That a letter, of 20, from Brigadier General

Mcintosh, with the papers enclosed, be lodged in the sec-

retary's office.-

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon,

War Office September 22'^ 1781.

Sm,
The Board have considered the memorial of Colonel Broadhead

referred to them by Congress. Upon which they beg leave to observe

that they do not think themselves equal to an investigation on the

merits of this unhappy dispute as the original papers relating thereto

were referred to the Commander in Chief and we are uninformed of

the measures he hath taken on the subject; but the Board are

unanimous in opinion that no time ought to be lost in putting an
end to a dispute that tends to involve these states in the most danger-

ous consequences. They therefore submit the following resolutions.

Resolved, That Brigadier General Irwin be, and hereby is

ordered to repair forthwith to Fort Pitt, and take upon him
the command of that gan-ison until farther orders

:

' Heath's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 298;

Schweighauser's is in No. 193, folio 389; Morris's ia in No. 137, I, folio 169; Lau-

rens's letter is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution

(Wharton), IV, 355.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 257; Mcintosh's

letter is in No. 162, folio 309.
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That Brigadier General Irwin be, and hereby is authorised

and directed to arrange the troops which compose the gar-

rison of Fort Pitt and its dependencies, in such manner as

to retain no more oflBcers than are absolutely necessary for

the number of non-conunissioned officers and privates at

those posts:

That Brigadier General Irwin be, and hereby is authorised

and directed to airange the staff departments within his

command, so as to retain no more officers or persons in those

departments than the service absolutely demands

:

That he be, and hereby is farther empowered to call in,

from time to time, such aids of militia as may be necessajy

for the defence of the post under his command and the pro-

tection of the country; and for this purpose the executives

of the States of Vu'ginia and Pensylvania are requested to

direct the proper officers of the militia in their respective

states, to obey such orders as they shall receive, from time

to time, from Brigadier General Irwin, for the purpose

aforesaid.'

Another report fiom the Boaid of War was read; ^Vhere-

upon,

War Office Seft. 2J^"> 1781.

Sir,

The Board bej^ leave to inform Congress that the Reverend M"'

Armstrong Chaplain to the Second Maryland Brigade (now in tliis

City) has applied to them for an advance of money on account, to

answer some unavoidable exigencies, occasioned by the loss of Iiis

baggage at the battle of Camden, and enable him to return to the

Soutliern Array.

The Board therefore beg leave to report.

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to draw
a waiTant on the paymaster general in favom- of the Rev*!

Ml". Aimst]-ong, chaplain to the 2d Maryland brigade, for

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 285.
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six months' pay and subsisfcance in bills of the new emissions,

for which sum he is to be accountable.'

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where-
upon,

At a Board of War September 22"9 1781

Present M"" Peters

General Cornell

The Board having taken into consideration the Memorial of Major

Lomagne referred to them from Congress,

Beg leave to report,

Resolved, That Major Lomagne, late of Colonel Ai'mand's

legionary corps, be permitted to retne from the sei'vice of

the United States, in which he has distinguished himself by
his personal bravery, his state of health not permitting his

continuance in service.

That his account for pay and depreciation be adjusted by the

Comptroller of the Treasury, and the sum of dollars in

part of the balance due him be paid in bills of exchange on Europe
to enable him to return to France and for the residue he receive loan

office certificates in like manner with the officers of Hazen's Regiment.

The Board beg leave to observe that Major Lomagne has incurred

considerable expences by his long sickness, and is in a very distressed

situation, they have therefore left a blank for the sum to be paid

him in bills of exchange, that Congress may be pleased to fill it up
as they shall deem proper.^

Ordered, That the remainder of the report respecting the

settlement of Major Lomagne's accounts be referred to the

superintendant of finance.

The committee to whom was referi'ed the memorial from

the hon''!" the Minister plenipotentiary of France requesting

a conference, delivered in a farther report containing the

substance of their conference:

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II. folio 293.

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, U, folio 281.
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From a letter of the 19th April, 1781:

That Count de Vergennes remarks, that on the appli-

cation of ChevaUer de la Luzerne, and his representation

of the distresses of the United States, measures had been

taken for om* aid when Colonel Lam-ens arrived ; that it

being impossible for the king to comply with all Colonel

Laurens's demands, he took the resolution to offer his

guaranty for ten millions of livres tournois, to be bor-

rowed in Holland, for account of the United States; that

the king was sensil^le of the wants and distresses of Con-

gress, and wished to relieve them; but that it ought to

be considered, that the French squadron and troops are

in America for om- immediate assistance. That Count

de Grasse's expedition to America will occasion great

expense;—and that all those things collected together

would go far beyond even the expectation of Congress.

That the most essential manner of showing the gi^atitude

of the United States would be by making all the exer-

tions in their power to co-operate in a glorious and
effectual manner with the king's forces for then" own
speedy deliverance. The Count de Vergennes observes,

that a part of the six millions of livi'es would be employed

in pm"chasing the different articles contained in a list

delivered by ]\Ii". Laurens. That tlii'ee millions would be

given by instalments to Dr. Franklin, for the payment
of bills of exchange drawn by Congress. That a fourth

million would be reserved for unforeseen emergencies,

and particularly to pay for the supplies embarked on

the ship La Fayette. That Count de Vergennes had
been Dr. Franklin's security for a part of those supplies,

amounting to 417,000 livres. That he is una,cquainted

with the measures which had been taken to effectuate

the loan of ten millions in Holland, that affair being in

the province of Mr. Neckar, who probably would settle

80382°—VOI, 21—12 15
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that matter with Mr. Laurens, or with Mr. Adams, who
at that time was still in Holland to fill up a loan of a

million florins, which he had opened several months

before.

From a letter of 11th May. That Count de Vergennes

informs the Chevalier de la Luzerne, that orders had been

given by the king to have the loan of ten millions on

account of the United States negotiated : that the Duke
de la Vauguyon had received orders to propose it to

the states of Holland; but met with insuperable diffi-

culties, not only because the United States had no credit

in Holland, but also because that province was afraid of

exposing itself; and that indeed granting a loan to the

United States would be the same thing as countenancing

their independence, which would be contrary to the obli-

gations entered into by the republick with the neutral

powers : that in order to remove this difficiilty, the king

had presented himself as a principal borrower, and as

being alone accountable for the sums which were to be

fm-nished. The Count adds, that he thinks these pro-

ceedings need no commentary; and that a mere exposi-

tion of them will be sufficient to excite the gi'atitude of

the United States, and to engage them at last to make
all the exertions in their power. The Count flatters him-

self that the measures which have been taken by his

coui't will enable Congress to put their finances in the

best order. That the Chevalier de la Luzerne had often

WTitten to him, that the most certain way to effectuate

so happy an event would be to put Congress for a while

out of their distressing situation, and to enable them,

by an external relief, to take internal measm*es without

precipitation, and with solidity. That these consider-

ations determined the king; and that from affection he

has done more for his ally than mere prudence would,
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perhaps, have suggested to him. That the council of

the king have no doubt but this resolution will be pro-

ductive of the good effects which the Chevalier de la

Luzerne had announced. The Count exhorts Congi-ess to

take hold of the present circumstances for the common
advantage. He thinks it his duty freely and openly to

declare, that the moment is come; not to spend the

time in expectation, deliberation, and useless exhorta-

tions: that though he would wish to avoid every dis-

agi'eeable intimation, friendship and common interest

oblige France to speak without reserve and with perfect

sincerity: that the king has done on this occasion what

he can do no more: that Congi'ess, if well informed of

the situation of his IMajesty's affahs, would be sensible

that an exertion like the present cannot be repeated;

and that the coui't would feel the deepest concern, if it

was under the disagi-eeable but indispensable necessity of

refusing the demands of an ally whose cause is now
become his own.

From a letter of the 14th of May. That Count de Ver-

gennes observes, that Colonel Laurens had taken leave

of the King, and that he ought to be satisfied with the

success of his mission, although he had not obtained all

that he demanded. That the Com-t of France hopes

these demands will not be renewed; for how disagree-

able soever to refuse allies whom the king sincerely

loves, necessity would oblige him to reject pecuniary

demands of anj' kind whatsoever.

From a letter of 27th July. That the Chevalier de la

Luzerne observed, that in March last he informed Con-

gress that the court no longer pay the bills drawn upon

France; upon which declaration be believes Congi'ess

stopped all drafts on Dr. Fi-unklin: that he informed

the court of that resolution of Congi'ess. The Court in
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the mean time had resolved to grant a subsidy of six

millions, to be employed in pm-chasing arms, ammuni-
tion and clothing to be sent from France to the United

States; and the remainder of the sum to be employed in

paying the drafts of Congi-ess or any person they might

appoint. IVIi'. Monis being appointed superintendent,

the minister, according to his instructions, authorized

him to draw for half a million of li\Tes, and informed

Mr. Neckar of this measm'e; accordingly funds were

prepared for a regular payment. The Chevalier de la

Luzerne had agreed with the superintendent, that he

might draw in the whole for a million and a half, includ-

ing the half million abovementioned ; of all which he

had informed Count de Vergennes. Colonel Laurens

being in the mean while ari'ived in France, it was found

from his representation that the mode of drawing was

prejudicial to Congress, and that if the specie was im-

ported there would be no loss: and it was agi'eed, that

he should bring over two millions and a half out of the

six millions in specie. In consequence of this measure,

Count de Vergennes acquaints the Chevalier de la

Luzerne that he hopes the superintendent will not have

drawn more than the before mentioned half million of

li\Tes. He wishes it the more earnestly as bills for a

greater sum would emban'ass the finances of France in

a great degree, the goods delivered to Colonel Lam'ens

exceeding aheady the sum remaining out of the six

millions, and the goods taken on board the Marquis la

Fayette being not yet replaced.

For a fuller explanation, the Chevalier de la Luzerne

communicated to the committee an account of the sums

already furnished, and to be furnished from this time

to the end of the present year for the service of the

United States. That he had orders to take hold of this
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opportunity to repeat to Congress, that the king for the

next year cannot continue any supplies to the United

States, even of a much less nature. That it is time for

them to relieve his majesty from the heavy bm-dens in

a war which he had undertaken and carries on for their

sakes. That the Count de Vergennes expects that

Congress will not ha\e drawn more bills of any kind

after the first day of April last: that relying firmly on

this, he had engaged the king to procure the necessary

sums to answer the bills drawn before that period, and

desired Dr. Franklin to accept no more, if he had no

other means of paying them : that this resolution could

not be altered by any circumstances whatever. The

Count de Vergennes proceeds to state how far the abuse

of the king's benevolence had been carried, he supposes

against the will and instructions, and without the knowl-

edge of Congress. That the bills drawn upon Mr. Jay,

Mr. Adams, and Mr. Laurens, had been sent back to Dr.

Franklin, that is, in effect, to the Court of France. That

the repubhck of Holland had been unwilling to hear of

any loan even under the guaranty of the king, when it

was known that the money was intended for the use of

the United States; and that to remove this obstacle, as

he had before observed, the king was induced to present

himself as the principal borrower. The court was still

unacquainted with the effect of that proposition.'

The Chevalier de la Luzerne then presented to the

committee a paper entitled " List of the sums that have

been furnished by the king, and that are to be furnished

hereafter in the course of this year for the service of the

United States of America;" and also a paper explana-

tory of the said account; both of which are delivered in

with this report.

' The report to this jioint is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Amer-

ican Revolution (Wharton), IV, 724.
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The Paper entitled List of the sums, &c.

To Dr. Franklin.

1

.

For paj-ing the bills of exchange drawn by Con-

gress on Dr. Franklin \ 3,000,000

2. For pa\-ing a part of the clothing on board the

ship Marquis la Fayette 416, 000

3. Supplement for paying new bills of exchange

drawn by Congress -- 800, 000

4,216,000

To Mr. Laurens.

1. Carried with him in specie 2, 500, 000

2. Furnished upon Holland 1, 500, 000

N. B. This last sum has been retained

by Dr. Franklin for paying new bills

of exchange which he had accepted.

3. Several articles of arms, ammunition,

clothing, furnished by the depart-

ments of war and marine and sent

to America 2,289, 109

Sums that are to be furnished

—

1. To Dr. Franklin to pay the bUls which

he may accept, drawn before the

1st April 2,000,000

2. Supplement of articles demanded by

Colonel Laurens 397, 000

3. To replace the articles that were on

board the ship Marquis de la Fa-

yette 2,297,392

6, 289, 109

4, 694, 392

Total 15,193,501

There is to be added to this sum the amount of bills

drawn by Mr. Morris on Messrs le Coulteux 500, 000

15, 693, 501

To be deducted this sum which the king has granted

to the United States - 6,000,000

9, 693, 501
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By deducting farther from this sum the three mil-

lion four hundred and sixteen thousand, furnished

to Dr. Franklin, and which are to be added to the

advances formerly made to Congress 3,416, 000

There remains due to the king to be deducted from

the loan opened in Holland the sum of 6, 277, 501

There is in the above calculation a mistake of six

thousand, which is likewise in the original received by
the minister of France from his court, of which this is

a copy officially communicated.

Second Paper, 1781.

1. Remis Ji Monsr. Franklin, pour acquitter des

traites du Congres 3,000,000

2. Remis pour payer de nouvelles traites du m6me. 800, 000

3. Remis au meme pour payer de nouvelles traites

la somme qui avait 6t6 envoy ee en Hollande . . 1, 500, 000

4. On doit lui remettre pour acquitter d'autres

traites qu'il aura accept^es et qui seront ant6-

rieures au premier Avril, dr 2, 000, 000

5. Somme tiree par Mr. Morris sur Mr. Le Couteux. 500,000

N. B.—Si Mr. Morris a negoci6 au dela de cette

somme on paj'era avec exactitude.

6. Remis pour partic des draps charges sur le Mar-

quis de la Fayette h. Mr. Frankhn ci 416, 000

7. 11 faudra fournir pour le replacement des effets

charges sur ce navire par appcr^u 2, 297, 392

8. II a ete remis a Mr. Laurens en argent comptant

qu'il a apj)orte a Boston ci 2, 500, 000

9. Diverses fournitures faites au mSme Mr. Laurens

en armes munitions, vetemcns pour les depart-

mens de la guerre, et do la marine, les quelles

fourniture ont 6t6 exp6di6es 2, 289, 109

10. II faudra que le roi avance pour suplement

d'effcts, demand 6s par Mr. Laurens 397, 000

Total de sommcs fournies et a fournir en 1781 pour

le comptc du Congres 15, 699, 50]
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II faut en dfiduire les 6 millions donnes par le roi

aux Etats Unis 6, 000, 000

Reste k payer par le roi du compte du Congr&s, ci. 9, 699, 501

n faut encore deduire de cette somme celle de

3,416,000 fournies a Mr. Franklin, et qui doit

6tre joLnte aux avances pr^c^dement faites au

Congres, ci 3,416,000

H restera done du pour acquitter les engagements ci

dessus enonces 6, 283, 501

Plus les lettres de changes tirees par M. Morris ensus

et au dela de 500,000 mentionnees ci dessus

montant a la somme de laqueUe somme sera

prelevee sur I'emprunt ouvert en HoUande, du

quel le succes est encore incertain; mais que

le roi a promis d'avancer au Congres en cas

que la Hollande ne puisse le fournir ci 10, 000, 000

n restera done a la disposition du Congres apres les

sommes ci dessus acquitt^es, ci

L'epoque a la quelle I'emprimt de la Hollande sera

rempli est incertaine; mais s'il ne Test point, le roi a

promis d'y, suppleer des ses fonds le plutot qu'il sera

possible; cette expression ne permet pas de juger quand

cette somme pourra etre a la disposition du Congres,

le Chevalier de la Luzerne ne perdra pas de tems a s'en

informer et a savoir de quelle maniere elle parviendra

au Congres. II prie le comite de vouloir bien lui com-

muniquer les sentimens du Congres sur cette matiere.'

Ordered, That this, together with their former report be

re-committed that the committee may report thereon.

Congress proceeded to the election of a comptroller; and

the ballots being taken, Mr. William Churchhill Houston was

elected, having been previously nominated by Mr. [Elias]

Boudinot.

' This report was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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The report of the Committee of Commerce on the memorial

of William Bingham was taken into consideration; and after

debate:

Ordered, That it be re-committed ; and

That ]\Ir. [Edward] Telfair be added to the committee for

this purpose.

Mr. A[rthiir] Middleton, a delegate for the State of South

Carolina, attended and produced the credentials of his

appointment, which were read, as follows:

State of South Carolina,

In the House of Representatives,

the 1st Day of February, 1780 {six o'clock, P. M.).

The House met according to Adjournment.

Ordered, That M? Edwards and M- Charles EUiott do wait on the

Senate and acquaint their Honours, that tliis House is now ready to

receive them, in order, jointly, to ballot for a Fifth Delegate to the

Congress of the United States.

Mj Edwards reported. That M- Elliott and himself had delivered

the ^lessage thej- had in Charge to the Senate, who were pleased to

say, they would attend in this House presently.

The Honourable the Senate being come into tliis House accord-

ingly:

The Members of both Houses proceeded to ballot for a Ffth Dele-

gate to Congress

After wliich the Senate withdrew, leaving one of their Members to

see the Poll closed.

And the Ballots being reckoned,

Mr Speaker reported, That upon casting up the Ballots, it appeared,

Tliat the Honourable Arthur Middleton, Esquire, was, by a ^lajority

of the Votes of all the ^Members present, duly elected a Delegate to

represent this State in the Congress of the United States.

A true Extract from the Journals.

Pet" Timothy,

Clerk of the House of Representatives}

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, South Carolina, Credentwls

of Delegates.
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The report of the committee on the memorial of Thomas
Savage was taken into consideration, and sundry motions

being made thereon:

Ordered, That the report and motions be re-committed.

At a Boaed of War September 24- 1781

The Board have been honored with a reference of a letter of General

Washington's respecting the exchange of Colonel Laumoy and Lieu-

tenant Colonel Cambraj". On wliich we beg leave to observe that

the same obstacles which have occurred to the Commander in Chief

create difficulties with us of so important a nature that unless we
were pointedly ascertained that the services of these gentlemen are

so absolutely necessary for the operations of the war, that they could

not be dispensed with, we could not undertake to recommend a

measure which deranges the system of exchanges and causes infinite

jealousies in the minds of the officers who conceive themselves

retained in captivity by any preferences. On this consideration we
beg leave to return the letter of Colonel Pinckney as connected with

this subject, leaving Congress to judge of the reasons he has men-
tioned, which will at least serve to shew the grounds we have to

beHeve much uneasiness will be created b}- the exchange of Colonel

Laumoy and Lieutenant Colonel Cambray Preferences have been

given heretofore to foreign officers on principles of policy and if

Congress should be of opinion that such principles should prevail on
this occasion, they will be pleased to direct General Duportail's

request in favor of these gentlemen to be compHed with. We cannot

but add in favor of these Gentlemen, that we are convinced of their

abilities, and join with General DuportaU in opinion that their abili-

ties, with the local experience they have added to their professional

knowledge cannot be more usefully employed than in a Southern

enterprise.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 289. It

was read on this day as the indorsement indicates. It adds: "Or. question to agree

to order their exchange 5 aj'es, 3 noes, lost." The question is on folio 292: Resolved,

That the Ck>minissary General of prisoners immediately cause ColonelB and

of the Corps of Engineers to be exchanged.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1781

A memorial from the hon*'.'^ the Minister plenipotentiary

of France was read, with sundry papers enclosed:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Can'oll, Mr. [George] Clymer,

Mr. [James] Duane.'

September 24, 1781, the minister of France trans-

mitted to Congress the following memorial:

Philadelphia, September 24, 1781.

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary of France

has the honour to communicate to Congress a memorial

sent to him by Don Francisco Rendon, He entreats

this assembly would be pleased to take it into considera-

tion; and he has no doubt but the resolution which they

will pass will be as favourable to the subjects of his

Catholick Majesty as justice will permit.

LE Chev. de la Luzerne.

The memorial enclosed is as follows:

May it please your excellency,

Don Francisco Rendon, resident in this city, encar-

gado do negocios for the Court of Spain, with all due
respect, informs j'our excellency, That in consequence

of the articles of capitulation granted to the troops and
inhabitants of his Britannick majesty at the reduction

of Pensacola by Don Bernardo de Galvez, commander in

chief of the forces of his Catholick Majesty, permission

was granted by the governour of the place to Captain

' Luzerne's letter and the reply of Congress were not entered in the Public Journal,

but are printed in the Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs, under date of January 25, 1782,

immediately following the "plan of a convention respecting consular powers "adopted
on that date. They are also printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Ameri-

can Revolution (WTiarton), IV, 728.
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eTahleel Smith, with his vessel called the Sally, her crew

and passengers contained in the passport, to go to New
York, six of the passengers being prisoners on parole,

to be exchanged for an equal number of Spanish prison-

ers; that in his passage the said flag was captured by

an American vessel called the Betsey, Captain Enos,

belonging to the State of Pennsylvania; that in conse-

quence thereof, the said J. Smith has presented to me
a petition and an account which I herewith enclose,

pi-aying me to obtain for him an indemnification and

payment for the damages he has sustained, and that

liberty may be granted him by the supreme authority

to pass freely to the place of his destination agreeable

to the permission of the generals of the king my master

:

—I therefore entreat that your excellency would be

pleased to present this memorial, with the documents

accompanying it, to the honom-able Congress, and pray

them to order payment to be made to the captain of the

flag for the delay and damages occasioned by this cap-

ture, and grant the said prisoners of his Catholick Maj-

esty mentioned in the passport free permission to go to

New York, in order to discharge their parole and obtain

their exchange. I am induced by youi" excellency's

goodness to hope for this favour, &c.

Francisco Rendon.

His Excellency Chev. de la Luzerne,

Minister Plenipotentiary of France to the United

States.

The foregoing memorials, with the papers accompany-

ing them, being referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr.

[George] Clymer and Mr. [James] Duane, the said com-

mittee returned the following answer:
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Philadelphia, September 25, 1781.

Sm,
The United States in Congress assembled, ever desirous

to observe good faith and maintain the rights of neutral-

ity, and sincerely disposed to cultivate the friendship of

his Catholick Majesty, have refen'ed the memorial pre-

sented by youi" excellency in favour of Jahleel Smith,

master of the schooner Sally, to a committee of Congress,

who now have it under consideration.

To form a right judgment of the transaction it is con-

ceived necessary that an authentick copy of the capit-

ulation granted by his Catholick Majesty's general to

the British officer lately commanding at Pensacola, and
referred to in the memorial of Don Francisco Rendon,

residing in this city, encargado de negocios for the Court

of Spain, should be communicated to the United States.

In the mean time it recjuires no deliberation to assure

your excellency that the laws of the land are competent

for redressing every injury perpetrated by vessels of war
commissioned by the United States, or under their

authority, although the security for the good behaviour

of the officers and crews may not be adequate to the

damages claimed.

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect,

your excellency's most obedient humble servant,

for the Committee.

His Excellency, the Chev. de la Luzerne,
Minister Plenipotentiary of France.

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

At a Board of War September 25"' 17S1.
Present M' Peters

General Cornell

Upon the application of Lieutenant Wheaton of the Rhode Island

Regiment, who hath been on command with tlio detachment under
the Commanil of the Marquis de la Fayette and hath been wounded
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and obtained leave from the Marquis to return home for the recovery

of his health, and is now in this City, on his way home entirely desti-

tute of cash,

The Board report,

Ordered, That the Board of War araw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favoiu- of Lieutenant Wheaton of the

Rhode Island regiment for forty dollars on account of his

pay.'

The delegates for the State of Pensylvania laid before

Congress a letter, of this day, from the supreme executive

council of the said State; and thereupon moved a resolution:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of

three

:

The members, IVIr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [James] Madison.

A report from the Board of War was read ; ^Vhereupon,

Resolved, That the Rev. William Plumb receive the pay

and emoluments of a brigade-chaplain, from the 20 day of

September, 1777, when he was appointed chaplain to the

northern hospital by General Gates, until the 30 Scptombor

1780 when all hospital ohaplaina were deranged during

the time he continued in service

:

That it be recommended to the State of Connecticut, of

which Mr. Plumb is an inhabitant, to settle with him for his

pay and depreciation, during the time mentioned in the fore

going resolution he was on duty, on the j^rinciples adopted

by them in their settlements with the officers of the line of

that State.^*

On motion of Mi-. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by

the following resolution was passed

:

Wliereas by a resolution of the 24 of August, 1780, officers

are entitled to subsistance money in lieu of rations withheld,

according to the just cost of such rations:

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Xo. 148, II. folio 297.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 301.
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Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be authorised

and directed to ascertain the value of a ration, from time to

time, and certify the same to the paymaster general, who
shall govern himself accordingly in settling with the officers.

The report of the committee on the petition of George

Crowningshield, Nathaniel Silsbee and John Collins was

taken into consideration; Whereupon,

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of G. Crownin-

sliield and others, relative to the capture of a vessel, belonging to

them, by Seth Harding, commander of the ship of war, Confederaci/,

in the service of the United States, and the condemnation thereof in

a Court of Admiralty at Cape Francois report:

That in any event before a farther procedure can be directed, a

proper attestation of the suggestions contained in the said memorial

should be produced

:

That, even according to the circumstances therein set forth, no

farther judiciary procedure can be instituted by the order of Congress:

Because if the sentence of condemnation be vaHd, there is no

i-eason for tlieir interposition, and if it be void in itself, the vessel,

wlieresoever found, may be recovered by a legal process, together

with damages against the Captor, if he hath offended:

Because the United States are not bound to answer in this instance

for the act of an Officer which goes beyond their commission, but

only to cause due enquiry:

Because no tribunid exists in America for the review or correction

of sentences, given by the French Admiralty, and

Because foreign courts of judicature should pay full credence and

respect to the dcciees of each other.

But forasmuch as it becomes Congress to punish any abuse of the

authority, delegated by them, and to make due representations upon
losses sustained by citizens of the United States from tlie decisions

of foreign Courts;

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine into tlio

allegations of tlie said memorial against the said Setli Harding, and

the complaint of an improper exercise of jurisdiction by the court

of Admiralty at Cape Francois, and report thereon.*

' This report, in the writiug of Edmund Randolph, ia in the Papers o/tlie Continental

Conffreaa, No. 19, I, folio Gil.
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Ordered, That the petition be dismissed.

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Duane,

]\Ir. Bee, Mr. Sherman, || to whom was refeired the report of

the Board of Treasury respecting the claim of the representa-

tives of Mr. du Coudray, was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,

Resolved, That the sum of fourteen thousand eight hundred

and eighty-six livi'es, six sous and one denier tournois, be

passed to the credit of the representatives of the late Mons.

du Coudray, in the books of the treasury; and that the same

when paid, shall be in full of his claims against these United

States.'

The report of the committee, || consisting of Mi\ Duane,

Mr. Livermore, Mi-. Jones, i| on the letter of 9th of August,

from General Schuyler, was taken into consideration;

Wliereupon,

Resolved, That the commissioners for Indian affairs in the

northern department, be instructed, in answer to the repre-

sentation and request of the friendly Caghnawagas, to assure

them that Congress have a just sense of theh" attachment to

the United States, and will embrace every occasion to main-

tain their rights and redress their grievances."

A letter, of 7, from ^Ir. T. Jefferson, was read.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.'

• This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 19, II, folio 141.

^ This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, folio 353.

' The following motion was offered this day, as the indorsement shows, by Ezra

L'Hommedieu and is in his writing. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 36, I, folio 3C5.

A Board of general officers appointed in pursuance of the act of Congress of the

10"" day of May last, having reported that Udney Hay Esquire ought to enjoy the

rank and emoluments of a retiring Lieutenant Colonel:

Resohed, That the said Udney Hay be entitled to the rank and emoluments of a

retiring Lieutenant Colonel from the first day of January last.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1781

There not being a sufficient number of states to proceed

10 business:

Adjouined to 10 o'Clock to MoiTOw.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1781

Mr. Edward Telfair, and Mr. Noble Wimberly Jones, two

of the delegates for the State of Georgia, attended, and

produced the credentials of their appointment, which were

read, in the words following:

State of 1

Georgia./ The People of the State of Georgia, by the
[Signed]

Nathan Brownson, Grace of God Free and Independent
[with the preat seal of the
said State appendant.] To all to whom these presents shall come,

send Greeting

Whereas the General Assembly did at their last Meeting held at

Augusta in the County of Richmond in the said State on the Seven-

teenth day of August Instant, nominate and appoint the Honorable

Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberly Jones, WiUiam Few and Samuel
Stirk Esq" to represent the same in the Assembly of the United

States of America in General Congress, to continue in Office until the

first Tuesday in January Next, and from thence until others shidl be
legally appointed Now therefore know ye that in pursuance of

such nomination and appointment, We do by these presents, Com-
missionate the said Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberly Jones, WiUiam
Few, and Samuel Stirk Escf" Delegates to represent tliis our State,

in the said General Assembly of the United States of America in

Congress assembled, and do hereby authorize them, and each of

them, to hold, and exercise, all the jDowers and Authorities to the

Office, or place of Delegate belonging, by virtue of the Constitution

of tliis State, the Confederation of the United .States, and the Nom-
ination and Appointment aforesaid. In Testimony whereof we have
caused the Great Seal of this our State to bo hereunto aflixed.

Witness Nathan Brownson Esq. Cajitain General Governor and
Commander in Cliief of the said State at Augusta the Twenty Seventh

86382°—vol. 21— 12 18
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day of August in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred

and Eighty one, and in the Sixth Year of our Independence.'

A letter, of 15, from General Washington;

One, of 21, from Major General Heath; and

One, of 19, from General Schuyler;^ were read.

A letter, of 26, from Major Lomagne, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery.

A letter, of 24, from Nath Mitchel was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a memorial of Daniel Clarke, attorney to

Oliver Pollock, with the accounts and vouchers accompanying

the same, be referred to the Committee of Commerce:

That that part of the memorial rospocting advances made for the

State of Virginia, withtho account of the same, bo referred to the

delegates of that State.

Ordered, That a member be added to the said committee:

The member, IVIr. [Edward] Telfair;

Ordered, That a petition of Captain J. P. Shott be referred

to the Board of Wai'.

The committee report, on a petition of Doct McCi-ea to

be appointed sm'geon of the ship America, "that such an
appointment is unnecessary at present";

And on a letter of Jacob Johnston desiring to be appointed

chaplain to the garrison at Wyoming, " that it is inexpedient

to comply with this application":

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Georgia, Credentials of
Delegates.

^ Washington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 152, X, folio 249;

it is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 359. Heath's is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 294; Schuyler's is in No. 153, III, folio 577.

^ Lomagne's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, folio

495; Mitchell's is in No. 78, XVI, folio 243.
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inh n P -Tnli n AT*^

Resolved, That Congi-ess agi-ee to this report of the com-

mittee.

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on

the petition of Thomas Savage;

, The committee on the motion of Mr. [John] Mathews,

together with the letters from Governor Trumbull and Gen-

eral Greene relative to the burning of New London and

Georgetown, delivered in theu' respective reports.

That the United States in Congress assembled did on the day
of October A. D. 1778, resolve, "that if our enemies persist in then-

present career of barbarity we will take such exemplary Vengeance

as shall deter others from a like conduct." "We appeal to that God
who searches the hearts of men for the rectitude of our intentions,

and in his holy presence declare, that we are not moved by any hght

and hasty suggestions of anger or revenge, so through every possible

chaiige of fortune we wiU adhere to tliis our determination." The
conduct of Britons alone could have produced such a determination,

and their persisting in the most savage and barbarous acts impel the

United States to execute this Resolution. The flourisliing villages of

Charlestown and Falmouth in Massachusetts, in the year 1775, Nor-

folk in Virginia in 1776, lungston in New York in 1777, Bristol in

Rhode Island and Bedford in Massachusetts in 1778, Faii-field and
Norwalk in Coimecticut in 1779, Springfield and Connecticut Farms
in New Jersey 1780, and Georgetown in South Carohna and New
London and Groton in Comiecticut in 1781, have been consigned by
l^iese enemies of Mankind to wanton conflagrations! Tlie tics of rel-

atives have been dissolved by deliberate murder while the most sacred

conditions have only tended to embitter ' cruelty enhance Barbarity!

The nations of the earth render to bravery the tribute of honor and
esteem, while Britons murder tlio Brave, when captives in their power!

Justice has been delayed; but the most solemn of oaths joined to

invincible necessity, demand retahation.

• This report, in the writing of Abraham Clark, is in the Papers of the CcmHnental

Congress, No. 32, folio 255. Schott's petition, dated September 25, 1781, ia in No.

42, VII, folio 127; McCrea's petition is in No. 41, VI, folio 265; Johnson's letter,

dated September 17, 1781, is in No. 78, XIII, folio 205.
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The United States in Congress assembled do therefore resolve, that

the War and Marine Departments without delay take order for the

demohtion of cities and villages in the Kingdom of Great Britain so

as fuUy to retahate for the destruction of the towns and villages

before mentioned.

Resolved, That unless satisfaction be immediately made for the

inhuman murder of the brave garrison of Fort Grinnell in the State

of Connecticut, after surrendering prisoners of war on the 6^ Instant

either by consigning to public execution the principal officers con-

cerned in that bloody massacre, or in such other way as shall satisfy

the cliiims-ej fully appertain to justice, retahation shall be had m by

the execution of an adequate number of British officers and soldiers.

Resolved, If the British Army and Navy continue their present

system of inhumanity in burning defenceless villages, or houses, or

in murdering inoffensive citizens or prisoiiers of war, that the War
and Marine Departments cause all persons taken in such acts of

burning to be immediately consigned to the flames, or afterwards

if captivated to be put to death whenever in their power .'

On motion of 'Mx. [John] Mathews, seconded by Rlr.

[James IVIitchell] Varnum,

Ordered, That ]\Ia.ior General St. Clair pm-sue the orders of

theCommander in Chief, the order of the 19th notwithstanding.

On motion of Mr. Montgomciy delegates of Pensylvania:

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer

with a committee of the hon''."' the general Assembly of the

Commonwealth of Pensylvania on the trade and Gommci'co

ej the United Statoa. :

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [James Mitchell]

Varnum, ]\Ii'. [James] Duane.

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon,

War Office September 27'!' 1781.

Sir,

Brigadier General Irwin having represented to the Board that it is

impossible for him to proceed to Fort Pitt to take upon him the Com-

mand ordered by Congress for want of money, upon which the Board

beg leave to submit the following resolutions (to wit).

• This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Vamum, ia in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 275.
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Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favoui" of Brigadier General Irwine for

three hundred and seventy-five dollars on account of his pay;

The Board further beg leave to observe that there is now in this

City about fift}- riflemen, who by their enlistments arc to serve until

the first of January next. If they are ordered to the Southward, it is

probable they will not arrive at Head Quarters before the present

operation will bo over, should they go further South their times of

service will expire before they will have time to render much service.

From these circumstances the Board are of opinion this Corps cannot

be better employed than to be ordered to Fort Pitt under the direc-

tion of Brigadier General Irwin. Should Congress agree to this Report

the Board will give the necessary orders.'

Ordered, That the Board of War give the necessary orders

respecting the riflemen mentioned in their report agi-eeably

to what is suggested in the said report.

The ordinance respecting captures, being taken up for a

third reading, a motion was made that a vote be taken on a

particular paragraph, on which at the second reading a vote

had been taken, and which by that vote had been established.

An objection being made to this motion as being out of

order, the President called for the judgment of the house:

And the question being put, "is the motion in order?"

passed in the negative.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1781

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended to the

State of New Hampshh-e to advance on account of the United

States a sum equal to six months' pay and subsistance to

Brigadier General Stark or his order.^

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Nn. 148, II, folio 303.

' This report is iu the Papers of llie Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 327.
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On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr.

[Daniel] Mo^My,

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the

several states of which the general officers of the army are

inhabitants, to settle wath them for the depreciation of their

pay, on the principles adopted in settlements with the officers

of their respective lines.

A report of the Board of War on the letter, of 11, from

Baron d'Arendt was read:

At a Board of War September 27. 1781.

The Board beg leave to report on the memorial of Baron de Ai-endt.

That the Baron is considered as out of service by the resohition of

the 11"' July 1781 and has his accounts settled up to the 1*' January

last, agreeable to the said resolution. If any sum is paid him in part

of the balance due him, it \vill establish a precedent for claims to be

exhibited bj^ aU officers, who have settled accounts and balances due.

But as the Board have conceived that it was not practicable to pay

moneys on these accounts and have constantly informed ap})licants

of this their opinion, we cannot report in favor of the Baron's request

and therefore conceive it proper for Congress to resolve,

That the Baron de Arendt be informed that the state of the public

finances renders it inexpedient to comply with the request contained

in his memorial of the 11* Instant.

If however Congress should be of ojiinion that the peculiar circum-

stances set forth in the memorial entitle the memorialist to be con-

sidered as an exception to any general Rule, we conceive that his

request being founded on a settled account, and he being out of

service, therefore not falling %\dthin the line of our department, it

will be proper to direct.

That the memorial of the Baron de Ai-endt, be referred to the

Superintendent of Finance to take such order thereon as the state of

the public finances will admit.'

Ordered, That it be retui-ned to the Board of War to take

order.

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where-

upon,

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 33L
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At a Board of War September 27"^ 1781.

Present M' Peters

General Cornell

The Board have been applied to by the Judge Advocate on the

subject of the depreciation of his pay and that of his assistants and
conceiving that the services of the Judge Advocate and his assLstants

having been constant and meritorious they are entitled to the same
treatment in this respect with the officers of the Line. But although

Congress agreed that the depreciation of the Pay of the Judge Advo-
cate should be made up to him yet no notice was taken of his assistants

nor was the mode of settling with them pointed out. The Board
therefore take the liberty of reporting to Congress,

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the

states of which the judge advocate and his assistants are

respectively inhabitants, to settle with them for the depre-

ciation of their pay, on the principles adopted in settlements

with the officers of their respective state lines.'

The delegates for Georgia laid before Congress:

A letter, of 28 August, from the governor of that State;

One, of 22 August, from the speaker of the Assembly; and

One, of 26 of the same month, from Sam' Stirk, which were

read; also

A letter, of 28 August, from Jon. Bryan, was read:

Ordered, That they be refeiTcd to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Joseph]

Montgomery, Mr. [Abraham] Clark.

Mr. [Elias] Boudinot laid before Congress the warrant

drawn on Dr. J. Witherspoon, pursuant to the resolution of

the 8 August, returned under protest, with sundry letters

relative to the same.

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [John] Mathews.

' This report is in the Papers of the. L'ontineiilal Cmigress, No. 148, II, folio 311.
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A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

At a Boaed of War September 27'!^ 1781.

The Board having taken into consideration the Memorial of Wil-

liam Massey late Deputy Commissary of Musters in the Southern

Department, and are of opinion that he is entitled to the benefit of

the resolution of Congress of the 12*'' January 1780.

That the Memorial of William Massey be referred to the Superin-

tendent of Finance, 'vrho is hereby directed to order an adjustment

of the Memorialist's account for pay due under the act of Congress

of the 12"' January 1780, as Deputy Commissary of musters, to the

end that the sum due may be paid, when the state of the public

finances will admit.

Ordered, That the memorial of William Massey be referred

to the comptroller, in order that the accounts of the me-

morialist for pay due under the act of Congress, of the 12

January, 1780, as deputy commissary of musters, may be

properly adjusted; and in the meanwhile that the Board of

War draw an order on the paymaster in his favour for three

months' pay.^

The conamittee
||
consisting of IVIr. Bland, IVIr. Sherman,

Mr. Montgomery
II
to whom was referred the letter of ||the

26*? from
II
Major Lomagne delivered in a report; Where-

upon,

Ordered, That the superintendant of finance allow to

furnish Major de Lomagne, vath. a bill of exchange of one

hundred and forty dollars, as a gratuity in addition to his

pay, toward defraying the expences of his return to France.^

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of ^lary

IVIathews;

Another on the memorial of the cloathier general; were

read.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folios 323

and 326.

^ This report, in the Tvriting of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, folio 615.
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War Office September 25'" 1781
Stb,

The Board have considered the memorial of the Cloathier General

referred to them by Congress and beg leave to report the following

resolutions.

That the salaries and allowancies in the Cloathiers department be

as follows (to wit.)

Cloathier General 1500 dollars per annum three rations per day for

himself and servant and forage for two horses.

Deputy Cloathiers with the Main and Sepcrate Armies 1050 dollars

per annum, two rations per day and Forage for two horses each.

Assistants $900 per annum and two rations per day each.

Clerks in the department 440 dollars per Annum and one ration per

day each.*

The report of the committee on the memorial of Thomas
Savage was taken into consideration, and after debate the

[question] being put to agree to the first resolution, passed in

the negative, and the whole fell of course.

The report of the committee on the letters of Governor

Trumbull and General Greene was taken into consideration,

and sundry amendments being moved

:

Ordered, That the said report and amendments be com-
mitted :

The members, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [Arthur] Middleton.

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by
Mr. [James] Madison,

Resolved, That the commissioners of the Board of War
continue to exercise the duties appertaining to the war de-

partment, until the 1st day of November next, any former

resolution to the contrary notwithstanding.

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Atlee, Mr. Sharpe, Mr.

Motte,|| to whom was referred the letter of Colonel Armand
delivered in a report; ^Vhereupon,

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 319. The
indorsement says: Referred to the committee to confer with General Washington.
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The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Col" Armand
of the 2P* inst, Report

That agreeable to the order of Congress they have conferred with

the Superintendant of Finance upon the subject of the said letter,

and are of opinion

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance take order

for the payment of the sum of ninety pounds sterUng ad-

vanced to Colonel Armand by the governor of Massachusetts,

and for six hundred and sixty dollars specie for the payment

of eight horses purchased by Colonel Armand, to enable him

to proceed to Philadelphia, for which several sums Colonel

Armand is to be accountable:

CoIoDoI Armand having fully complied with hia contmot ontcrcd

into with tho Board - of War, your Coramittee further propose,

That the Board of War, in conjunction with the superin-

tendant of finance, take order for the recruiting and mount-

ing Colonel Armand's legion to its establishment.'

A letter, of 25, from Sam! Patterson, commissioner of the

continental loan office for the State of Delaware, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance to take order.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1781

A letter, of 25, from Major General Heath;

A letter, of this day, from James Jay, were read.^

A report, of the Board of War on a petition of J. P. Shott,

was read

:

War Office September 28"" 1781

The Board have considered the memorial of Capt. John Paul

Schott referred to them by Congress and beg leave to observe that

' This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, is in the Papers of the. Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 87.

^ Heath's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 302; Jay'.;

is in No. 78, XIII, folio 273.
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this Gentleman's accounts both for depreciation and pay were settled

by M'' Stowell auditor to the army on the 19"" of April last up to the

first of January 1781. At which time he was deranged by the last

reform of the army. The balance found due is 2024 dollars specie.

As tills Gentleman is now out of service his request respecting rank

is totally inadmissible. His accounts being fully settled, we consider

the propriety of making payment of any part of the balance due to

him, and all others under similar circumstances to depend solely on
the state of our Finances of which wo are not competent judges.'

Ordered, That it be retui'ned to the Board to take order.

On motion of Mr. [George] Partridge, seconded by Mr.

[Elias] Boudinot

:

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance take order

for the payment of five hundred dollars to Major General

St. Clair on account of his pay, that he may be enabled to

proceed on the duties of his command.
A report from the Board of War on the memorial of Major

Mitchel was read ; Whereupon,

At a Board of Wak September 28"^ 1781.
Present M' Peters

General Cornell

The Board have considered the memorial of Major Mitchell referred

to them by Congress and beg leave to observe that this Gentleman
previous to his apphcation to Congress called on the Board who after

fully investigating the matter informed him that his request was
inadmissible as the horses lost were neither killed nor wounded in

action, which are the only cases provided for by the resolutions of

Congress of the 8"" of January and 29"" of November 1780. The
Boarrl see no reason to make an exception from the general estab-

lished nde in this Gentleman's case.

Therefore report,

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to comply with the

request of Major Mitchel contained in his memorial of the

24 instant.^

' This report i? in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 335.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 307.
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The report of the committee on the letter, of 16 August,

from James Jay, was taken into consideration, and passed

in the negative.

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the report of

the Board of War on General Greene's letter, of 23 June;

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Board of

War of the 10"' instant on the letters from General Green and L?

Col. Lee,

Keport,

That General Green be and he is hereby authorized to arrange

and equip Col. Lee's Legionary Corps agreeable to the plan proposed

in his letter of the 20'." June 17S1 so far as may be in his power.

That the Board of War be directed to deliver such arms and

accoutrements for equipping said Corps as can be spared from the

military stores, and that they with the Superintendent of Finance

take order with respect to providing such other articles as may be

necessary.'

The report of the Board of War on Brigadier General

Thompson's letter; and

The report of the committee on the letter, of 2d August,

from General W'ashington ; and

The report of the committee on the letter, of 20 July, from

the superintendant of finance; be filed in the office.

Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the com-

mittee on the memorial of sundry merchants of New York

and Massachusetts, and the memorial of sundry inhabitants

of the State of Pensylvania, be postponed.

A letter, of 28, from the hon^" the Minister Plenipotentiary

of France, was read.

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Mathews,

Mr. Boudinot, ]\Ir. Varnum, Mr. Atlee,|| on the letter of

16 August from Brigadier General Moultrie was taken into

consideration; and Thereupon,

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Bee, is in the Papers of the Continentcl Con-

gress, No. 19, II, folio 467.
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The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Brigadier Gen'

Moultrie of the 16"" ultimo with the memorial of the Ofiicers of the

S° Carolina and Georgia lines

Further Report,

That from the peculiar hardships under which those Officers at

present labour, being deprived of the least support from their respec-

tive States and their own estates being in the hands of the enemy,

their only dependance for rehef rests altogether with Congress.

Their case being so far distinguished from Officers of the other hues,

that the latter are supplyed with cloatlung and other necessaries

from their respective States, and as thay ask for nothing more than

a part of their pay, which is justly due to them^your Committee
are of opinion that three months' pay should be immediately ordered

them out of the monies brought b}" Col. Laurens . Therefore beg

leave to recommend the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Financier cause to be paid to each of the memo-
rialists three months' pay out of the monies committed to his charge

by the resolution of the l--day of this instant, or out of any other

monies in his hands upon their warrants received from the Board
of War.'

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance enable the

paymaster to discharge the warrants drawn on him by virtue

of the resolution of the 13 day of August last, by advanc-

ing three months real pay to each of the officers therein

mentioned.

Adjoui'ned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, OCTOBER i, 1781

A letter, of this day, from Mr. [William] Sharpe, was read;

Whereupon,^

Ordered, That the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars

be advanced to Mr. W[illiam] Sharpe, delegate for the

State of North Carolina, and charged to the said State.

' This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, fnlio 465.

- This letter is iu the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXI, folio 133.
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A letter, of 28 September, from the superintendant of

finance, was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood,

Mr. [John] Hanson.

A letter, of 23 September, from General Washington; and

One, of 27 September, from Major General Heath; were

read.^

A letter, of 17 September, from R. R. Livingston, was
read, accepting the office of Secretary for Foreign Affairs.

A letter, of 29 September, from Francisco Rendon; and

One, of 31 July, from 0. Pollock; were read.^

The committee of the week was elected

:

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer, j\Ir. [Ai'thur] Middletou, Mr. N[oble]

W[imberly] Jones.

The committee to whom was re-committed part of their

report respecting Major Nicholas' memorial; and

The Committee to whom was referred that part of the report respect-

ing Major Nicholas's memorial. Report

That Major Nicholas in Novem'' 1775 entered in to the service of

these United States in the capacity of a Capt of Marines, in the Fleet

commanded by Commodore Hopkins and was on board his Ship as the

oldest Officer of Marines. In June 1776 he was sent by the Com-
modore with dispatches to Congress when he had a Majority con-

ferred on him, and directed by tlie Marine Committee not to return

to the Fleet, it being necessary for him to remain in Philadelphia to

discipline the marines then raising for the Frigates on the stocks. In

December following he was ordered to march with three companies of

marines to the Jerseys to be under His Excellency the Commander
in Chief, and continued in tlie field until the men's time of enlistment

expired. Since that time Major Nicholas lias not had any command

* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, I, foUo 173.

* Washington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio

253; Heath's is in Xo. 157, folio 306.

- Rendon's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIX, folio

891; Pollock's is in No. 50, folio 265.
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equal to his rank, but has ever since as the service required been

called upon by the Marine Committee and Board of Admiralty whose
orders as well verbal as written he has constantly executed and
received pay till the month of July 1780 and not any since.

From the state of the foregoing facts it is the opinion of your Com-
mittee, That the Paymaster to the Navy Board be directed to settle

Major Nicholas' account to the 25"' of August last and pay the bal-

ance that may be due to him.'

The committee to whom were referred the several papers

concerning retaliation; delivered in their several reports.

The Committee to whom was referred the several papers concern-

ing retaliation recommend the following

Manifesto

:

The United States in Congress assembled taking into their serious

consideration the various scenes of barbarity by which the present

war lias from its beginning been characterized on the part of the

British arms, and the perseverance of the British Commanders in

carrying into execution the sanguinary and vindictive denunciations

of the Commissioners of their King in their manifesto of the — day
of by a redoubled licentiousness in burning our towns and
villages, desolating our Country, and sporting with the lives of our

captive citizens, notwithstanding the multiplied warnings and the

humane example which have been placed before them, and judging

it inconsistent with the dignity of the United States with the just

expectations of the people thereof, and with the respect due to the

benevolent rules by which civilized nations have tempered the sever-

ities and evils of war, any longer to suffer these rules to be outrageously

violated with impunity, have resolved and do hereby order that the

Commander in Chief, and the Commanding officers of separate Depart-

ments, cause exemplary retaliation to be executed on the enemy for

all acts of cruelty committed by them against the citizens and inhab-

itants of these States And whereas it is essentially and particularly

necessary that the barbarous and savage practice of destroying by
fire the towns and villages of these United States, shoidd be restrained

by means more immediate^ within our power, than a specific retal-

' This report, in the writing of Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, ia in the Papers of the

ContineTital Congress. No. 19, IV, folio 533.
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iation on the towns and villages belonging to the enemy, and it is

even more consonant to the spirit of justice and humanity that such

as have made themselves instruments for these incendiary purposes

should be the objects of vengeance than the remote and unoffending

inhabitants of such towns and villages. The United States in Con-

gress assembled have further Resolved, and do hereby declare, that

British officers now prisoners to the American arms, or which may
hereafter be made prisoners shall answer with their lives, for every

further destruction by fire of any town or village, within any one of

the U. States which shall be made by the enemy contrary to the laws

of war observed among civilized nations, and tlie Department of

War is hereby ordered to cause all the officers in the service of the

King of G. B. now in their custody to be duly seciired, and on the

first authentic notice of the burning of any town or village in any
one of the U. States unauthorized by the laws of war to cause such

and so many of the said oflficers as they shall judge expedient to be

put to instant death.

Done at Philadelphia &c. &c.*

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by [Mr.

James Mitchell] Varnum,

Resolved, That if an officer of the army shall be appointed

secretary at war, he shall retain his rank in the army, but

his pay and other emoluments as an officer shall be discon-

tinued while he acts as secretary at war.

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr.

[Daniel] Mowry,

Resolved, That the resolution of the 9th day of February,

BO far as relates to the salaries of a secretary at war and a

secretary of marine, be, and it is hereby repealed ; and that

the salary of each of those officers be four thousand dollars

specie per annum.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This report, in the writing of James Madison, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, folio 421. On Decembers, 1781, it was referred to the committee

appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief, as the indorsement shows.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1781

A report from the committee of the week was read;

Whereupon,

The Committee of the week report,

That the petition of Daniel Hester Junr that Loan Office Certifi-

cates may be granted liim for money lent to the United States, with

the vouchers accompanying tlie same be referred to the Comptroler

of Financo to take order thereon.

That the appHcation of Joseph Allen to be employed in the pub-

lic service be referred to the Board of War.
That the letter of George Melven A. D. Q. M. General to the

President of Congress, dated October P' 1781, with his accounts

Current against the United States, and papers enclosed, be referred

to the Comptroller of Financo for settlement.'

Ordered, That a petition of Daniel Hester be referred to the

comptroller to take order;

That a letter, of 1, from George Melvin, with the accounts

enclosed, be refen'ed to the comptroller for settlement; and

That an application of Joseph Allen be referred to the

Board of War.

A letter of 1, from the superintendant of finance, was read,

with sundry papers enclosed, stating his proceedings in the

execution of the secret service committed to him, and inform-

ing that the vessels in which he had remitted sundry bills

for account of the United States, had been captm-ed by the

enemy, in consequence of which, fearing the bills might have

fallen into the enemy's hands, he had written to Mr. Jay, on

whom the bills were drawn, and desired him to protest them
in case of their being presented;^ Whereupon,

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Elmer, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 259. Joseph Allen's application, dated September 18, 1781, is

in Ko. 78, I, folio 405.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.137, I, folio 183.

80382°—vol. 21—12 17
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Ordered, That the President inform the superintendant of

finance, that Congi-ess approve his conduct, and are well

satisfied with his attention to the public interest in directing

the protest of the bills.

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Board of War be and hereby are author-

ised to draw a warrant on the paymaster general in favour

of Captain Ai-cher of Lieutenant Colonel Lee's legion, for

one hundred and fifty dollars specie, equal to three months'

pay and subsistance, for which sum he is to be accountable.

Captain Archer is commissioned a Cornet in Colonel Lee's Legion,

but is entitled to the pay of Captain of Infantry by the resolution of

the 24'" SepT 1779.'

The report of the committee to whom were referred the

cessions of lands by the States of Virginia, New York and
Connecticut and the memorial of the Ilionois and Wabash
Companies, was taken into consideration, and after debate:

Ordered, That the same, together with the papers formerly

committed, be referred to a new committee:

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell]

Vamum, Mi". [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, Mr. T[homas]

Smith, Ml-. [Samuel] Livermore.

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1781

A letter, of 29 September, from Major General Heath, was
read.^

A letter, of 16 May; one of 11 July, one of 14 and one of

15 of the same month, and one of 3 of August, from the

hon^!^ John Adams;

This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 339.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 310.
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A letter, of 20 May, from the hon^''^ F. Dana;

'

One, of May 4, from J. de Neuville;

One, of July 4, from Mr. Dumas; and

One, of 24 September, from the governor of Massachusetts.^

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-

upon,

Ordered, That a letter, of 3, from Nath Mitchell be referred

to the Board of War;
That a petition of James Nugent be referred to superin-

tendant of finance to take order.

^

A report from the Board of War respecting Colonel Webb,
was read

:

War Office Octoler S'? 1781.
Sm,
The Board have been applied to by Col. Samuel Webb for a flag

to proceed by water from Brunswick in the State of New Jersey to

Weathersfield in the State of Connecticut for the purpose of removing
^ps Yt^ebb, who is in a bad state of health and desirous of a change of

air, and gentle sailing for her recovery. The Colonel's Request is sup-

ported by D"" Jones's Certificate which is enclosed. The Board have
taken the Uberty to state this subject to Congress as they see no
impropriety in granting the request, should the enemy condescend on
their part to grant the same, if they do not the whole affair will be

laid aside. Should Congress agree that a flag be granted, and refer

this report to the Board of War to take order, they will make out the

proper passports.''

Ordered, That it be returned to the Board to take order.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' Adams's letter of May 16 is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the

American Revolution (Wharton), IV, 419; that of July 11, on page 560; July 14, on

page 574; July 15, on page 575; August 3, on page 619; Dana's letter of May 20 is

on page 424.

* The Massachusetts letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 65, II,

folio 147.

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Elmer, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 201. Mitchell's letter is in No. 78, XVI. folio 249.

'This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 343.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1781

Mr. Benjamin Hawkins, a delegate for the State of North

Carolina, attended, and produced the credentials of his

appointment, which were read in the words following, to wit

:

The State of North Carolina to William Sharpe Samuel Johnston

Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins esquires

Whereas it appears on Record that you the said William Sharpe,

Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins at a

Session of the General Assembly held at Wake Court House in the

said State in the Months of June and July in this present Year were

each of you duly elected Delegates for one Year to represent the said

State in the Congress of the United States of America: that is to

say you the said William Sharpe, Samuel Johnston and Ephraim
Brevard on the twelfth day of July and you the said Benjamin

Hawkins on the Fourteenth day of the same month.

These are therefore to make known, that you the said William

Sharpe, Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins
or any two or more of you are fully and duly authorised as Delegates

to represent the said State for one year from the date of your Election

when and wheresoever the said United States shall assemble or be

assembled in Congress, and to advise, confer, debate, resolve and
determine for and in behalf of the said State upon all matters and
thmgs which shall come before the said United States in Congress

assembled agreably to the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual

Union made and ratified between the said United States and not

inconsistent with the Constitution and Laws of the Said State of

North Carolina.

Witness Thomas Burke esquire. Governor, Captain General and
Commander in Chief of the Said State under his Hand and the Great

Seal of the Said State at WilUamsborough in the County of Granville

the thirteenth day of August Anno Dom 1781, and in the Sixth Year

of our Independence.
Tho" Bubke

By His Excellency's Command
Jn° HusKE, Secretary.

[With the Great Seal appendant] *

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, North Carolina, Creden-

tials 0/ Delegates,
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A letter, of 7 September [August], from the governor of

North CaroUna, was read, enclosing an act passed by the

legislature of that State, in pursuance of the resolution of

Congress of 3 February last, empowering Congress to levy

a duty of five per cent, on all imports and prizes.'

A memorial of Captain J. P. Shott was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A letter, of 3, from Brigadier Ii-wine was read.^

The committee of the week made a report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a letter, of 2, from John Wereat, with his

accounts against the late Marine Committee accompanying

it, be referred to the Board of War Superintendant of

Finance.^

A report of the Board of Wai' on the memorial of Captain

Lieutenant A. Hoops, was read; Whereupon,

At a Boakd of Wae Octoler S'-f 1781.
Present W Peters

General Cornell

The Board have considered the memorial of Captam Lieutenant

Adam Hoops and beg leave to state to Congress that this Gentleman's

request for a particular exchange is inadmissible in the opinion of the

Board. As to his desire to have a furlough to go to France for the

improvement of his mind by the acquisition of military knowledge,

the Board submit the matter entirely to Congress, with these observa-

tions, that permission has been granted to several officers to go

beyond Sea for the recovery of their health; but to none for their

education, or the improvement of their fortune. The danger of

capture Ivis been an obstacle to the compliance with their request;

but this is obviated in the case of Captain Hoops, who is already a

prisoner, and has permission from the enemy to go to any part of the

world, not within twelve miles of any British Post. If Congress

• Thie letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 72, folio 123.

' Schott'e memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio

185; Irvine's letter is in No. 78, XIII, folio 277.

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Elmer. \i> in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 2ti3.
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should be of opinion that the precedent estabUshed by granting

Captaia Hoops's request will not open a door for applications from
officers unemployed to go to sea for mere personal purposes, and give

rise to complaints, from those who remaia in the way of duty, they

will please to direct,

Resolved, That Captain Lieutenant Adam Hoops, have

leave to go to France until exchanged, retaining bis rank
his pay and rations to be suspended during his absence.

Captain Lt. Hoops is very low on the list of prisoners, and it is

not very probable he will be speedily exchanged.*

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1781

A memorial from John Fanning and others, late officers

on board the Trumbull frigate, and now prisoners on Long
Island, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

A letter, of 5, from T. Barclay, was read ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That a consul be appointed to reside in France

in the room of W. Palfrey:

Congress proceeded to an election; and, the ballots being

taken, Thomas Barclay was elected, having been previously

nominated by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery.^

N. B. In consequence of the above appointment,

a commission was made out in the form of that to

W. Palfrey, mutatis mutandis.

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Board of War be authorised to draw a

warrant on the paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant

Herbert of the sixth Pensylvania regiment for thirty-one

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 347.

^ This election was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

[The following paragraph was entered only in the Secret Journal.
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dollars and two-thirds of a dollar being one month's pay and

subsistance for which he is to be accountable.'

A motion was made by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, sec-

onded by i\Ir. [Roger] Sherman,

That the supreme executive powers of Pensylvania and

Delaware respectively, be desired to discharge all, or as many
us they may think proper, of their militia now in service,

taking proper and effectual measm'es that they may be in

readiness to assemble again without delay if necessary.

On which the yeas and nays being requh'ed by IVIr. [James

Mitchell] Varnum,

[New Hampshire,
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The committee to whom were referred a report of the

Board of War and the memorials of several oflBcers respecting

the depreciation of their pay; and

The Committee to whom was referred a report of the Board of War,

and the Memorials of several Officers, respecting the depreciation of

their pa}'', report the following Resolutions.

Whereas the resolutions of Congress for making good the deprecia-

tion of pay to Officers and Soldiers in the service of the United States,

extend only to the line and Medical Staff in actual service at the time

of passing the said resolutions, and whereas some that had served

faithfully and were honorably discharged before that time may be

equitably entitled to some compensation on account of the deprecia-

tion of their pay, and some others have been a great part of the time

they were in office, absent from duty and at liberty to attend to their

own private affairs, and have not been greater sufferers by the depre-

ciation of the currenc}'^ than their feUow citizens in general, therefore

that equity may be done to all as far as possible,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several States, to enquire

into the claims of such of their citizens, as have served the United

States in the line of the Army, the general hospital, as Physicians or

Chaplains or in any of the Staff departments on fixed daily or

monthly pay since the l?s day of Septr 1777 until honorably dis-

charged, who are not provided for by an}' former resolution; and
make them such compensation for the depreciation of their pay
at -the cxpoDsc of tho said States respectively as on consideration of

their services, the times of fixing their paj', and the aUowances that

have been made them, in money, provisions or clothing, they shall

severally appear to merit and be equitably entitled to, charging -tho

same to tho-Unitcd States. ^

The Conmiittee on the Post Office, delivered in their

several reports.

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday.

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 27, folio 145. It is in the list of postponed reports in No. 31, folio 371.
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1781

A letter, of 3, from Major General Heath; and

One, of 2, from W. C. Houston; ' and

One, of from Mr. Dumas, were read.

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Roger]

Sherman,

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to take

order respecting the safe keeping of the papers in the several

offices of the treasmy, until the officers elected under the

new arrangement shall have qualified and entered on the

duties of their office: the members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, ]\Ir. [John] Mathews.

The committee of the week was elected

:

Mr. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman.

Ordered, That the papers relative to the brigantine Nep-

tune, said to have been sunk in the harbom* of Charlestown

for the defence thereof, be referred to the superintendant of

finance.

A report from the Board of War was read, on the memorial

of Nathaniel Mitchel, late a major in one of the 16 battalions,

which by the act of 3 October, 1780, were reduced on the 1st

of January last; and.

At a Board of War Oct. 6. 1781.
Present M' Peters

General Cornell

The Board have considered the memorial of Major Mitchell referred

lo them by Congress. As his Case is attended with several singular

circumstances, they beg leave to state the facts, lest any previous

steps being taken should establish a precedent contrary to the inten-

tions of Congress.

This Gentleman was a Major of one of the 16 battalions commanded
by Col. Grayson. In the Spring, 1 779, this Regiment was consolitiated

• Heath's letter Ih in the Papers of the ContmenUd Congress, No. 157, folio 'M(>; FIous-

lon's ia in No. 78, XII, folio 183.
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into another of the sixteen commanded by Col. Gist, which still con-

tinued an additional Regiment, unconnected with the Line of any

particular State The Regiment was captured at the fall of Charles-

town at which time the memorialist was in Virginia, and some part

of the time since he has served as a Brigade Major and Inspector to

General Muhlenburg, and considered himself in service in consequence

of his original appointment, until the lO"* day of May 1781 whence
was taken prisoner at Richmond and signed his Parole as Major, not-

%vithstanding the Resolution of Congress of the 3'''' of October 1780.

to which we beg leave to refer Congress.

This being the State of facts we do not think ourselves justifiable

in requesting a warrant in favor of the memorialist, as it appears by
the before recited resolution that he was out of service on the first

day of January 1781. Yet as he pleads he was unacquainted with

the said resolution, and continued in service contrary to liis inclina-

tion it seems hard he should receive no pay for his sei-vices. Neither

in the opinion of the Board will the difiiculty end here. They con-

ceive the enemy will demand his Exchange as a Major in Continental

Service in consequence of his parole, when it appears by the afore-

said resolution that he was a Citizen at the time of his Capture.

Should Congress be of opinion from the foregoing state of facts,

that the memorialist from Ms particular situation is entitled to pay
since the P' day of January 1781, it may be proper to resolve,

That a warrant issue upon the Paymaster General in favor of

Nathaniel Mitchell Esq. for two months' pay and subsistence on
account of his services while doing the duty of Brigade Major and
Inspector to General Muhlenberg's Brigade in Virginia.'

On the question, that a warrant issue in his favor for two

months' pay on account of service performed since the 1st

of January, the votes being taken, it passed in the negative.

A letter, from Robert Stark, detained a prisoner in Charles-

town, was read; Whereupon,

On motion of Mi'. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, seconded by Mr.

[Theodorick] Bland,

Ordered, That Major General Greene enquire of the British

commanding officer in South Carolina, the reasons why Mr.

Robert Stark has been excluded from the benefits of exchange,

This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 353.
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to which every American citizen as well as soldier, prisoner

of war in the southern district, was entitled by the general

cartel agi'eed on between the two commanders of that dis-

trict. And if the commanding officer shall not make any
answer to his requisition within a reasonable time, or shall

allege such reasons as shall appear to be unfounded or unsatis-

factory, that Major General Greene take the necessary

measures for retaliation.

immodiatclj to order a British ofBcor to bo kept in strict confinement

and to be treated in -every regpcct as far as circumstanecs -will 'allow

in the same manner in which Mr. Robert Stark shall bo treatedr'

A report from the committee of the week was read; Where-

upon,
The Committee of the Week Report,

That the Letter of Col? O'Neill on the subject of his pay and
depreciation, and the letter of Cap? Jacob Schreiber requesting his

arrears of pay, be referred to the Board of War

:

That the Memorial of Josiah Powell respecting the payment of

money due on Loan Office Certificates be referred to the Superin-

tendant of Finance,

That the Letter of Geo: Melven, respecting the settlement of his

accounts be referred to the Comptroller of Accounts.

That the Letter signed "Jacob -Johnson, Preacher of -the Gospel at

Wyoming" soliciting some support for himself and family be referred

to the Board of War.
And that the memorial of James Hopkins praying Congress to

grant him a premium for inventing a machine to cut wire for cotton

and wool cards with the Certificates enclosed be referred to a special

Committee.^

Ordered, That, a letter of Mr. O'Neill be referred to the

Board of War;
That a memorial of Josiah Powell be referred to the super-

intendant of finance;

' This motion, in the writing of Nicholas Eveleigh, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, I, folio 221.

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Elmer, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 265.
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That a petition of Jacob Schreiber be referred to the Board

of War; '

That a letter of George Melven be referred to the comp-

troller; and

That a memorial of James Hopkins be referred to a com-

mittee of three

:

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [Abraham] Clark,

i\Ir. [Daniel] Carroll.

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee on

the report of the Board of Treasmy on the memorial of

Alexander Heguy, in the room of ]\Ir. [W^ilham] Sharpe and

]\Ir. [George] Walton, who are absent:

The members, IVIr. [Edward] Telfau', Mi\ [Benjamin]
Hawkins.

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 28

September, from the superintendant of finance, delivered in

a report.

Your Committee to whom was referred the letter of the 28*^ of

September from the Superintendant of Finance beg leave to submit

the following Resolutions

Resolved, That the Certificates to be given in Consequence of the

Resolution of the third of July last for Bills drawn by Gen' Lincoln

be dated on the first Day of the present Month and bear six per cent

interest. That the said Bills be considered as due at forty Days from

the Day of their respective Dates. That Interest be calculated at

Six per Cent on the real Value of the said Bills from the Period

when due as aforesaid untill the said first Day of October. And
that the same be added to the principal sum due and be together

included in one Principal Sum in the said Certificates.

Resolved, That the Bill drawn on the third of September last by
Gen' Lincoln in favor of John Owen be considered as due on the nine-

teenth Day of April last being forty Days from the Date of the last

Charge in the Account of the said John Owen on which the said Bill

is founded.^

' O'Neill's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVII, folio 345;

Schreiber's petition, dated October 4, 1781, is in No. 42, VII, folio 131.

2 This report, in the writing of Gouvemeur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 335.



October, 1781 1043

Ml-. Jefferson having declined the appointment, a

motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by
[Mr. Edmund] Ra.ndolph,

That Thursday next be assigned for electing a minister

plenipotentiary to negotiate &c. in the room of Mr.

Jefferson, who has declined the appointment, and on the

question, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John]

Mathews,'

New HampsMre,
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER lo, 1781

A letter, of 4, from Major General Heath was read, with

sundry papers enclosed respecting the reduction of a fort

belonging to the enemy on Long Island :

^

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of

Intelligence.

A letter, of this day, from G. Walton, was read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, IVIr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Joseph]

Montgomery, Mr. [Abraham] Clark.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a petition of Major Andrew Brown respecting

his pay be referred to the Board of War;

That a petition of Thomas Wood be referred to the Board

of War; ^

That the petition of Donald Campbell praying for a reconsideration

of a resolve of Congress of the 20^^ of June last respecting his accounts

be read in Congress.*

That a petition of Donald Campbell be referred to a com-

mittee of thi-ee:^

The members. Mi*. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mi*. [Edmund]
Randolph, ]\Ir. [Joseph] Montgomery.

The committee appointed to confer with the Commander
in Chief, the Board of War and the superintendant of finance

on the number and arrangement of the army for the next

campaign delivered in a report

:

Ordered, That to Morrow be assigned for the consideration

thereof.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Confess, No. 157, folio 320.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folio 339.

•^ Brown's petition, dated October 8, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 42, I, folio 264; Woodd's is in No. 42, VIII, folio 235.

* This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 267.

'This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, II, folio 377.
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A motion was made by Mi\ [Edmund] Randolph, seconded

by Mr. [James] Madison, respecting British property found

on board neutral vessels and destined for any port of the

United States:

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to

confer with a committee of the General Assembly of Pen-

sylvania.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER ii, 1781

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

At a Board op Wae October 70'." 1781.

Agreed to Report to Congress,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favoiu* of Captain John Doyle of the

6th Pensylvania regiment for fifty dollars equal to one

month's pay and subsistance, for which sum he is to be

accountable.

Captain Doyle was dangerously wounded in the late engagement
under General Wayne and is deprived of the benefits of the act of

the 2°"* August last, by his having received three months nominal pay
at the time he marched to Virginia. He is not yet recovered of his

woimds, and his particular situation calls for the assistance of the

public'

Mr. [Thomas] Bee laid before Congress a letter, of 17 Sep-

tember, from J. Seagrove, which being read:'

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Joseph] Jones,

Mr. [John] Mathews.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,
The Committee further report,

' This report ia in the Papers of the Continenlal Congress, No. 148, II, folio 365.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continenlal Congress, No. 50, folio 175.
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That Colonel Humpton's letter with a letter enclosed from several

officers of the Pennsylvania line respecting their pay be referred to

the Board of War.

That Captain George Melvin's letter respecting pay for certain

horses lost in pubUc service be referred to the Board of War.'

Ordered, That a letter, of 10, from Colonel R. Humpton;
and

One, of 10th, from G. Melven, be referred to the Board
of War.

The committee on the motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph,

of 27th August;

The committee on the letter, of 25 August, from the gov-

ernor of New York;

The Committee to whom was referred the letters of Gov. Clinton

with the papers accompanjang the same Report,

That whereas the inhabitants of sundry places being citizens of

these United States but within the Lines of the enemy, have been

plimdered of their property above high water mark imder pretence of

legal authority or otherwise contrary to the rules of Justice and
humanity,

Therefore resolved, that no goods or effects belonging to the Citi-

zens of any of these United States within the possessions of the enemy,
which have been or may be taken on land above high water mark,
shall be deemed legal prize in any Court within the United States

unless the capture thereof shall be made in pursuance of a special

commission and instructions for that purpose granted by the United

States in Congress assembled.^

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the

memorial of D. Clarke; and

The Commercial committee report on the memorial of Daniel

Clarke, agent for Oliver Pollock of New Orleans the following reso-

lution :

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Conffress, No. 32, folio 267. Humpton's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 148, II, folio 385, and the one from the officers of the Pennsylvania line on
folio 381; that of Melven is in No. 78, XVI, folio 253.

- This report, in the writing of Samuel Livermore, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, 1, folio 383. It is in the list of postponed reports in No. 31, folio 371.
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That the Treasury bo directed to pass to the credit of OHver Pol-

lock, Continental Agent at New Orleans, in addition to the Credit in

their books of the sixth of Febiiiary last, the sum of twenty one

thousand four hundred and nineteen dollars and seventy eight nine-

tieths of a dollar in specie, to bear an interest of six per Cent from the

sixth of February last, untiU paid.

The Committee are of opinion the accounts against the State of

Virginia should be referred to the Delegates of the State.'

The committee on the warrant drawn on Doct J. Wither-

spoon retm-ned protested; delivered in their several reports.

The report of the committee appointed to confer with the

Commander in Chief, the Board of War and superintendant

of finance on the nimaber and arrangement of the army for

the next campaign was taken into consideration, and some
time being spent thereon

:

Adjom'ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1781

A letter, of 1, from General Washington, was read.'^

Information being given by the President

:

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Mr. [Joseph] ]\Iontgomery.

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a wan'ant on the

paymaster general in favour of Captain Swan of the third

regiment of light dragoons for one hundred and twenty dol-

lars equal to two months' pay and subsistance for which

sum he is to be accountable.^

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where-

upon,

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 50, folio 321.

^ This letter ia in the Papers of Ote Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 257. It is

printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 372.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 361.
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At a Board of War October 12"} 1781.
Present, M"' Peters

General Cornell

The Board have considered the Memorial of Andrew Brown late

Deputy Muster Master in the Eastern Department, and beg leave to

observe that they consider his case to be similar to those officers of

the army who retired under the resolution of the 24 day of November
1778 with one year's advance pay at its then depreciated value, the

mustering department on the 12"" day of January 1780. was totally

discontinued on the same principles. No resolutions of Congress had
then passed allowing depreciation to any class of men whatsoever;

therefore at present they have no resolution of Congress under which

they can claim depreciation. And shoidd Congress by a resolution

allow it to the Gentlemen of the mustering department, it is more
than probable the retiring officers of the line wiU expect the same.

As they remain contented at present, the Board are of opinion that

policy if not justice will support the following resolution:

Ordered, That it be recommended to the executive of the

State of Massachusetts, to settle with, and pay the officers of

the late mustering department within that State that have

not been settled with, by allowing them what their arrears

of pay and year's advance was worth in specie, at the time

they respectively became due, and charge the same to the

United States.'

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where-

upon,
War Office Oct. 11,1781.

Sir,

The Board have been honored with a reference from Congress

relative to the Pennsylvania officers who have returned from Virginia,

and request to be put on a footing with those of that line who have

received six months' nominal pay. As the Paj'master General has

State paper sufficient to satisfy these officers and a few of the old

soldiers, who have not received discharges, to whom as a reward for

their continuance in service we are of opinion some pay should be

given, we conceive that no inconvenience will arise from complj'ing

with the request of the officers especially as it will occasion no new
draft on the Financier. We therefore beg leave to report,

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 389.
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Ordered, That the letter, of the 10, from Colonel Richard

Humpton respecting the pay of some of the officers of the

Pensylvania line, and the report of the Board of War on the

subject, be referred to the Board to take order.

P. S. In the payment of the detachments of the Pennsylvania

line, those of the non-commissioned officers and privates, who con-

tinued in the line without taking advantage of the disturbances

created in it last winter have received some pay and therefore we
conceive it just to put those who are now in the State on a footing

with the others. Their numbers are very small.*

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where-

upon,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favour of Captain Alexander Mitchel,

commanding officer at Wioming for one hundred dollars

equal to two months' pay and subsistance, for which sum
he is to be accountable.^

A letter from the Board of War was read

:

Ordered, That it be refeiTed to a committee of thi'ee:

The members, ]\Ir. [James Mitchell] Varnum, ]\Ir. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [Thomas] Smith.

The committee to whom was referred a report of the Board

of Treasury, of the 27 of November last, respecting the pay-

ment of interest on loan office certificates, &c. ; and another,

of the 20 of August, respecting the continental bills of credit

remaining in the loan offices, delivered in a report.

Congi-ess resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief,

the Board of War and superintendant of finance on the

number and aiTangement of the army for the next cam-

paign, and some time being spent thereon:

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Moitow.

' This report ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 377.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folios 367 and

369.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1781

A letter, of this day, from Captain J. Bany, was read :
*

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Edmund] Ran-
dolph, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot.

A letter, of this day, from W. C. Houston, was read,

declining the office of comptroller;^ Whereupon,
Congress proceeded to the election of a comptroller; and,

the ballots being taken, James Milligan was elected, having

been previously nominated by Mr. [Thomas] McKean.
The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,
Ordered, That a petition of Mr. O'Neil be referred to the

Board of War;^

That a letter of John Wereat respecting the settlement of

his accounts be refeired to the comptroller.^

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 10th

October, from Mr. Walton deUvered in a report; ^Vhereupon,

Ordered, That on the application of the delegates of the

State of Georgia the sum of five hundred dollars be advanced
to the hon^'" George Walton, late a delegate from the said

State, to enable him to discharge arrearages of expenditure

during his delegation and to return home, and for which sum
the said State of Georgia is to be accountable.*

The report of the committee,
|| consisting of Mi". Osgood,

Mr. Sherman, Mr. Mathews, || to whom were refen-ed the

papers relative to the order on Dr. J. Witherspoon, which has

been protested, was taken into consideration; and, there-

upon,

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, IV, folio 287.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XII, folio 187.

^ This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 51.

* This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Co7igress, No. 32, folio 269.

' This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Vamum, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folio 340, indorsed on Walton's letter.
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Resolved, That the protested order and papers be referred

to the superintendant of finance, with whom Dr. Wither-

spoon is to account, for the money due to the United States

in his hands, which he received of prisoners that have been

exchanged, and pay over the same to the said superintendant,

who is to take order for the support and education of the

Indian youths at Princeton college, under the care of Colonel

George Morgan, out of the said moneys, or otherwise, as he

may think expedient.

That Dr. J. Witherspoon, upon paying over the said money,

be indemnified by the United States, from any demand the

said prisoners may have against him on this account, for

want of original vouchers, until they may be furnished by the

comptroller of accounts, who is directed to liquidate, as soon

as may be, the charges against the said exchanged prisoners

upon principles of equity; and if it shall appear that the

agent of the said prisoners has paid more than is found to be
due, the balance shall be immediately refunded to him.'

A letter from the officers of the South Carolina and Georgia

lines was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to [a] committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. J[oseph] Jones,

Mr. N[oble] W[imberly] Jones.

A letter, of 7th, from Major General Heath, was read:^

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted by express to

the Commander in Chief.

On motion of Mr. fJamos Miteboll] Varnum, occondod
by Ml'. [Roger] Shcrmuu ;

Ordered, That the Board of War proceed without Iobh of

time to form the cstimatco of cxijonditurca for the yotir

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 583.

^ Thia letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 332.
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1782 j and that an army of twenty five thousand rank and
file fonn the basis of their caleulationa. ^

At a Board of Wae October 12. 1781.
Present M' Peters

Genl. Cornell

The Board have considered the letter from Captain George Melven
claiming pay for an horse which he claims as liis property, and said

to be delivered to Major Pinckney to ride on public service, and being

left by that gentleman near Camden fell into the hands of the British

and there being no resolution of Congress providing for compensating

losses of tliis nature, we see no means of granting relief to Captain

Melvin especially as paying him would establish a precedent which
would create infinite difficulties. We therefore beg leave to report,

That Captain Melven be informed that his request contained in his

letter of the 10 Instant cannot be complied with.^

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow, [on Monday]

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1781

A letter, of 11, from Major General Heath;

One, of 9th, from the director of the military hospitals; and
A representation of Alexander McNutt, were read.^

The committee of the week was elected:

Mr. [Isaac] Motte, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mi-. [Daniel]

Mowry.
The committee, || consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph,

Mr. Matthews, Mi'. Boudinot, Mr. Sherman, || appointed to

confer with the hon. Minister Plenipotentiary of France

delivered in a report ; Whereupon,

' According to the indoreement a letter of October 10, from Alexander Martin,

speaker of the Senate of North Carolina, was read. It is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 72, folio 127.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 373. It

is indorsed as having been read on this day. The indorsement says further: "October
18th, motion to refer it to a committee passed in the negative."

^ Heath's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 343; the

letter of John Cochran, the Director of the Military Hospitals, is in No. 78, VI, folio 63;

McNutt's representation, dated June 15, 1781, is in No. 43, folio 173.
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Ordered, That, so much of the report of the hon. J. Laurens,

of his mission to the Court of Versailles, of the late conferences

between the minister of France and a committee of Congress,

and of the several letters of the hon. John Jay, and the hon

John Adams, as relates to the finances of the United States,

be referred to the superintendant thereof, to be transmitted

to the several states, in such manner as he shall think proper.'

The report of the committee on the plan of a convention

respecting the powers of Consuls was taken into consid-

eration, and after debate

:

Ordered, That it be re-committed and that two members
be added in the room of Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth and Mr.

[Nichola,s] Van Dyke, who are absent:

The members added, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [George]

Clymer.

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon,

War Office October 15'" 1781.

Lieutenant Bealieu late of Armand's Legion has received but three

months' nominal pay since the 4'? January last, and has applied to

the Board for a further grant of three months' pay and subsistence

to put him on a footing with the officers who have benefitted by the

resolutions of the 2°." and 13*'^ August last. This Gentleman was
dangerously wounded at the siege of Savannah, of which he has not

yet recovered. Should Congress deem it expedient to comply with

his request, they will be pleased to resolve,

That the Board of War be authorised and directed to draw a war-

rant on the Paymaster Gen' in favor of Lieutenant Bealieu late of

Armand's Legion for three months' aominal pay and subsistence on
account for which sum he is to be accountable.-

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant Beaulieu, late of

Colonel Armand's legion, to put him on a footing with the

' This order was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

The report is in the Papers nfOie. Continental Congress, No. 25, I, folio 4G7, in Edmund
Randolph's writing.

' Thia report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, 11, folio 393.
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oflficei's who have benefitted by the resolutions of the 2d and

13 August last.

The report of the Committee on the Post Office, was taken

into consideration, and on the question, " that from and after

the 1st day of December next, all franks be abolished,"

The yeas and nays being required by Mr, [James I\Iitchell]

Vannma,

Massachxisetts,
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That the Board of War draw a warrant on the Paymaster General

in favor of Colonel Charles Harrison of the Artillery for two months'

pay.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER i6, 1781

A letter, of 3 September, from Major General Greene, was
read :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of "War to take

order.

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Isaac]

Motte

:

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for electing a

deputy purveyor for the military hospital, in the room of

Doct Bro'vvTison, who is elected governor of Georgia.

A letter, of 6, from General Washington;

A letter, of 1 September, from Major General Greene, was
read, enclosing a copy of a letter to Colonel Campbell and

Commission to sundry persons to negotiate a treaty with the

Cherokee and Chicasaw Indians :

^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [John] Hanson, Mr. [James Mitchell]

Varnum, Mr. [George] Clymer.

One, of 2d September, and one, of 18 same month, from

General Greene, with sundry pa^Ders enclosed relative to the

execution of Colonel Haynes and the conduct of the enemy
with regard to prisoners

:

Ordered, That these be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Arthur]

Middleton, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 395. It

is indorsed as having been passed in the negative October 18th.

^ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, II, folio 302.

' Washington's letter is in the Papers of Oie Continental Congress, No. 152, X,

folio 2G1; Greene's is in No. 155, II, folio 255.
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A letter of the 5th September, from General Greene, with

a report from Brigadier General Marion, of his successful

enterprize against the enemy, and,

A letter, of the 11th, from the same, giving an account of

the victory gained over the enemy at the Eutaw Springs, the

8th of the said month, were read.^

Ordered, That these be referred to the Committee of Intelli-

gence.

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where-
upon,

The Committee of the Week,
Report,

A Petition of Lieii^ Pepin, a Canadian, late of Col? Li dngstou's

Reg?, praying a Liquidation and settlement of his ace'.' &c?, Recom-
mend,

Ordered, That a petition of Lieutenant Pepin, together

with his accounts, be referred to the comptroller for settle-

ment, in the same manner as ordered for the officers of

Colonel Hazen's regiment.

That a petition of Captain McConnell be referred to the

Board of War.-

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

War Office October 15'" 1781.

Sir,

The Board in their consideration of the letter from Captain George

Turner late Commissary of Prisoners for the Southern Army omitted

to take notice of that Gentleman's representation relative to the

injury he supposed to be done to his Character as it was presumed

by the Board that a settlement of his accounts should most properly

precede any farther measures. But as the situation of the Treasury

arrangement has been such as to detain Captain Turner in Phila-

' The letter of September 2d is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, II,

folio 267; that of September ISth is on folio 3,33; that of September 5th is on folio 305;

that oi, September 11th is on folio 317.

- This report, in the writing of Daniel Mowry, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 271; McConnell's petition is in No. 42, V, folio 269.
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delpliia at a heavy expense and he is anxious to have an explanation

of the former resolve we are induced at Iiis pressing instance to

submit the following report to the determination of Congress:

Resolved, That the reasons inducing Congress to supersede

by their order of the 5th August, 1780, Captain George
Turner from his office of commissary of prisoners, did not

proceed from any mal-practice or dishonorable procedure of

Captain Turner in his said office, but from motives not

affecting his integrity or capacity.'

The delegates of Virginia representing to Congress, that

the committee to whom were re-committed the territorial

cessions of Virginia, New York and Connecticut, with a
memorial signed J. Wilson, by order of the United Ilionois

and Wabash companies, and the memorial of William Trent,

in behalf of himself and other members of the Indiana com-
pany, had given them notice that they should, on Saturday

last, confer with the agents of the said companies, on the

subject of their several memorials; that the said delegates

conceiving that no claim ought to be received from the said

companies adverse to the cessions of Virginia, or any other

State, because if the lands to which pretensions made by
those companies lie within the limits of such State, by its

authority alone can the merits of their claims be enforced,

because the jurisdiction of Congress in territorial questions,

being confined to an adjustment of the confronting claims of

different states, if the lands claimed by those companies lie

without the limits of Virginia, or any of the other states,

Congress are interdicted by the Confederation from the

cognizance of such claims, and because it derogates from the

sovereignty of a State to be drawn into contest by an indi-

vidual, or company of individuals, and therefore that it was
not the intention of Congress to authorise the committee to

confer with the said agents in such manner as to receive from

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 397.
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them claims adverse to the cessions of any of the states

abovementioned ; the said delegates did request the com-

mittee to forbear such conference until the sense of Congress

on the subject should be known, and proposing that the

question be now taken:

Whether it was the intention of Congress to authorise the

committee to receive claims, and hear evidence in behalf of

the said companies, adverse to the claims or cessions of

Virginia, New York or Connecticut :

'

The previous question was moved by the State of Rhode
Island, &c., and seconded by the State of Maryland; and on

the question to agree to the previous question,

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Edmund] Ran-

dolph,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Lovell, ay

Osgood, ay

Rhode Island,

Mr. Mowry, ay

Varnum, ay

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman, ay }

Nev^ Jersey,

Mr. Clark, ay

Boudinot, aj-

Elmer, ay

Pennsylvania,

!Mr. Atlee, ay

Clymer, ay

Delaware,

Mr. McKean, ay

}

ay

ay

ay

ay

Maryland,

Mr. Jenifer, ay

Hanson, ay

Carroll, a.x

Virginia,

Mr. Jones, no

'

Madison, no

Randolph, no

North Carolina,

Jklr. Hawkms, no
}

South Carolina,

Mr. Middleton, no

Motte, ay

Eveleigh, no

Georgia,

^Nlr. Telfau', no

N. W. Jones, no

av

no

no

no

So the pre\aous question was lost and the main question

lay open for debate

.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' Thus motion, in the writing of James Madison, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, I, folio 223.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1781

A letter, of 9, from Major General Heath, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

A memorial of John Ross; ^ and

A memorial of William Bingham, were read.

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
seconded by Mr. [Thomas] Bee:

Resolved, That a gold medal be presented to Major General Greene
for his conduct in the action of the eighth of September last.

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to the officers and
troops under his command, and that the Brevet of Major be given to

Cap^ Pierce of the Artillery.^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Arthur]

Middleton, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee.

A letter, of this day, from Captain Pierce, was read

:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
A letter, of 16, from the Board of War, was read: ^

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three:

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [George] Partridge.

A letter from J. Wereat was read.^

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,
The Committee of the Week
Report,

A memorial from John Clarke, late Aid de Camp to Major Gen!

Greene and Auditor of Ace'." for the Main Army, praying that proper

' Heath's letter in in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 337;

Ross's memorial, dated October 16, 1781, is in No. 41, VIII, folio 314.

^ This motion, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 36, I, folio 227.

" Pierce's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 641; that

of the Board of War is in No. 148, I, folio 425.

* This letter, dated October 17, 1781, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 78, XXIV, folio 343.
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Persons may be appointed to settle his ace'.' and that he be allowed

the depreciation of his Pay &c?

Ordered, That a memorial of John Clarke be referred to the

comptroller.'

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Varnum, Mr. Randolph,

Mr. Montgomery,
II

to whom was refen'ed the memorial of

Colonel Donald Campbell delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the accounts of Colonel Donald Campbell

be refeiTed to the comptroller, to be finally settled according

to justice, equity, and his best discretion, having regard to

such proof as the nature of the case will admit, and as shall

appear satisfactory, the resolution of the 21 of June last

notwithstanding.-

The main question moved yesterday by the delegates of

Virginia, was taken into consideration, and a motion was

made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by Mr.

[George] Partridge, to strike out the word "whether," and

in lieu thereof to insert "Resolved, that," and after the

word "was," to insert "not," so as to read, Resolved, that

it was not the intention, &c. and on the question to agree

to the amendment.

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Edmund]
Randolph,

Massachusetts,

Mr. LoveU, ay 1

Partridge, ay
[
ay

Osgood, no
j

Rhode Island,

Mr. Mowry, no

Varnum, ay

Connedieut,

Mr. Sherman, ay

}

' This report, in the writing of Daniel Mowry, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 273.

- This report, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 511.

div.

New Jersey,
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Resolved, That Mx. O'Neil, late a captain in Pulaski's

legion, be informed that the request contained in his memorial

of the 13 instant cannot be granted.'

The report of the committee to whom was referred a

report of the Board of Treasury, of the 27 November last

respecting the payment of interest on loan office certificates

&c ; and another, of the 20 of August last, respecting the con-

tinental bills of credit in the loan offices was taken into con-

sideration :

Ordered, That it be refeiTed to the superintendant of

finance.

The committee,
||
consisting of Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Sher-

man, Mr. Partridge,
II
to whom was referred the letter of the

16, from the Board of War, on the case of Mr. Dedevans,

delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the resolution of the 10th of August, 1776,

empowering General Schuyler to enquire into the service

and character of Canadian volunteers, and to grant them
such rewards and wages as ahall appear to have boon
moiutcd, be and hereby is repealed; and that all persons,

of what character soever, who now draw pay or rations in

consequence of the said resolution, be not entitled to draw
pay or rations after the 1st day of December next.

Ordered, That Mr. Dedevans settle with the comptroller

for money and rations due to him in consequence of the

resolution aforesaid and that the Board of War grant him a

warrant on the Treasurer for the aum duo. '

On motion of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, seconded by Mr.

[Isaac] Motte

:

Resolved, That the order of the day for electing a deputy

purveyor of the military hospital be and hereby is repealed.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 401.

^ This report, in the writing of Joseph Montgomery, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 33.
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Resolved, That Dr. Johnson, a hospital physician and

surgeon, be, and he is hereby, authorised to do the duty of

deputy purveyor for the military hospital in the southern

department, until the farther order of Congress.

On motion of Mr. [George] Clymer, one of the committee

to whom was referred the accounts of Mr. Holker:

Resolved, That the said committee be discharged and that

the said accounts be refen-ed to the comptroller for settle-

ment.

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Duane, Mi'. Randolph,

Mr. Mathews, Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Sherman, || appointed to

confer with the hon. the Minister Plenipotentiary of France,

having reported the draught of a letter to his Most Chris-

tian Majesty; the same was taken into consideration and

agreed to.

The committee, appointed to confer with the minister of France,

report tlie following resolution and draft:

Resolved, That a letter be written to his Most Christian Majesty

in the following words

:

The United States in Congress assembled—To their

great, faithful and beloved Friend and Ally, Lewis

the sixteenth. King of France and Navarre.

GREAT, FAITHFUL AND BELOVED FRIEND AND ALLY,

We feel an additional obligation to your Majesty for

your friendly reception of our late envoy, Mr. [special

minister, Lieutenant Colonel] John Laurens. By him
we received your Majesty's letter, bearing date at Vcr
saillos on the 11th day of May in the year of our

lord 1781, and containing new assurances of what the

United States have been long convinced, your Majesty's

affectionate patronage of American independence ft«d:

attaohmout - and grtititudc to your Majesty having
been firm and warm - even before bis orrival. His

88382°—VOL 21—12—19
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report, while it proves that our attachment has not been

misplaced, will increase tho Yigour of our gratitude.

We shall cbargo [have charged] om* minister plenipo-

tentiary at your court to render to your Majesty [more]

particular acknowledgments in the name of tho United

StatoB, for tho many offorta - already • made -by -your
Majesty - in the true spirit of the alliance, for your

Majesty^

a

zeal for the re-establishment of peace, upon
principles coinciding with the liberty and sovereignty

of the United States, and for the important succours

lately administered to om* necessities. We shall also

instruct him to inform your Majesty of the arrange-

ments which shall have taken place for calling forth the

resources of the United States with decision and effect

against the common enemy.

We pray God that he will keep your Majesty, our

great, faithful and beloved friend and ally, in his holy

protection.

Done at Philadelphia, the eighteenth day of October,

in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-one, and in the sixth year of our independence.

By the United States in Congress assembled. Your
faithful friends and allies.

Thos. McKean, Presidents

Attest

Chas. Thomson, Sec'y.

Adjom'ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' This letter was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs,

and in Secret Journal, No. 4. A copy is in Secret Journal, No. 6, Vol. III. The
draft, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except the words ir brackets, which are

in Thomas McKean 's writing, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, 1,

folio 275.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1781

A letter, of 18, from the superinteiidant of finance was

read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the letter,

of 11, from the Board of War.

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon,

War Office Oct. 19^^ 1781.

The Board have considered the letter from Captain Pierce, and

having conferred with the Superintendent of Finance who concura

in opinion with us that the peculiarity of Captain Pierce's situation

makes his case an exception to any general rule as to pay we beg

leave to report,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favour of Captain William Pierce, aid

de camp to Major General Greene, for three months' pay and

also for such sum as the Board shall deem necessary to defray

his traveling expences.'

A letter from the Board of War was read, with sundry

papers enclosed relative to disabled officers of the Connec-

ticut line:

Ordered, That the same be refen-ed back to the Board of

War to take such order thereon as they shall judge best.

The committee to whom was referred the report of the

Committee of Commerce respecting the salary of W. Bing-

ham, Esq., late political agent, delivered in a report.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That an account of Major General St. Clair be

referred to the Board of War.^

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varniun, sec-

onded by Mr. [Elias] Boudinot

:

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 405.

'^ This report, in the writing of Daniel Mowry, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 32, folio 276.
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Resolved that in future no Warrants issue in favour of Officers in

actual service for Pay or Subsistence, but by the Commander in Chief

or the Commanding Officer of a seperate Department.'

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

The report of the committee on the Post Office was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,

The Committee on the Post Office beg leave to report.

That they have conferred with the Superintendant of finance, and
Postmaster General according to the instructions given to your

Committee, by the act of Congress of the 1?? Day of August last, and
thereupon submit sundry papers herewith dehvered and numbered

1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, by which it appears that the present expence of the

Post Office amounts to fourteen thousand, one hundred and sixty six

dollars and two thirds.

That your Committee according to the instructions to them afore-

said given, have attended to the regulation thereof in future, and
after a full view and consideration, of all circumstances, it appears

indispensibly necessary,

1?J That from and after the first day of December next all franks

be abolished. But as the military officers of the United States, are not

at present regularly paid, your Committee conceive, that

negative.'"
'"*

^* '^^'^ ^® proper that the Post Masters keep an exact

account of the postage on their letters, and that the

same be returned quarterly to the Pay Master General to be deducted

from the pay of the officers respectively.

Resolved, That the price to be paid for the postage of letters

be reduced to what it was before at the commencement of the

present war:

Your Committoo-furthcr conceive it will be proper, that the Poat

Master be directed to cause the mail to be carried with all possible

Dispatch onec a week, and that the Post between Baltimore and-Bos -

ton ride twice a Week, -and that this regulation -be extended farther

Northward whcn-thc-producc of the Post Office will admit thc -cxpcncc.

i^t will also be proper that in some cases an additional Stipend over

and above the Commioaion, be given to the Post ISIaatci-s, who will

' This motion, in the writing of James Mitchell Vamum, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 443.
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hare additional Duty, and who will rocoivc but very small aums of

Money for Letters , aad -aomc - of -them -none - at all; and that -on ' the

other hand the Post Master General be allowed to re<rulatG the Com
missions afoicaaid, so as that they - shall not -in -the whole exceed the

prcaent Kate of twenty per Cent.

Your Committee are Sensible that the Expcnco of the office will bo

ffiuch increased by the Methods they hare proposed, but they are

equally ocngible, -that - the -RevcBue -will -also -be -very •considerably

increased, and they expect that a far more considerable Expcnce will

bo-cntirely-cutroflP, forwhich -purposc they farther-beg-Ieavc to propose

That as soon as the Posts shall have been established on the new
plftfi from and after the first day ol December next, all Express Riders,

on constant pay, be dismissed from the public Service.

That the postmaster general be, and hereby is, authorised

to allow the rc ispGetivc several postmasters such commis-

sion per cent, on the posts aceording to their trouble and
attention as he shall think rcasonnblc and just their

respective services merit, so as that the said commissions

do not in the whole exceed twenty per cent

:

That he cause the mail to be carried with all despatch once

a week

:

That from and after the 1st day of December next, all

express riders, on constant pay, be dismissed from the public

service

:

That there be in the department of the Post Office a post-

master general, the Comptroller, and two Survoyora, with

the Salai'ioa and AIlowanccB at prcaent made to each and an

assistant or clerk:

That the salary of the postmaster general be twelve hun-

dred and fifty dollars per annum

:

That the salary of the assistant or clerk be eight hundred

dollars per annimi

:

That this establishment of the Post Office take place on

the 1st day of December next.
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Ordered, That Monday Tuesday next be assigned for elect-

ing a postmaster general and the assistant or clerk.^

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1781

Mr. [Richard] Law, a delegate for Connecticut, attended

and took his place.

A letter, of 12, from General Washington; and

One, of 20, from Governor Lee of ]\Iaryland, enclosing a

copy of a letter, of 18, from the Count de Grasse;

One, of 16, from Major General Heath;

-

A letter from Colonel J. Laurens, enclosing a letter, of 21

May, from M. Jackson.

A letter of 11, from Colonel Pickering, quartermaster

general, was read; Whereupon,

Resolved, That letters to and from the quartermaster

general be carried free of postage.

A letter, of this day, from J. ^Milligan, comptroller, was

read;' Whereupon,

Ordered, That to-morrow be assigned for electing two

auditors.

A letter, of 20, from the superintendant of finance, was

read, with a copy of a circular letter which he proposes to

send to the several states :

*

Ordered, That the said copy be referred to a committee of

three, to confer with the superintendant, and that he take

order thereon.

' This report ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 61, folio 491.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 265; it

is printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 380. The Maryland letter ia in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, foho 495; Heath's letter is in No. 157,

foHo 347.

^ Pickering's letter is ia the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 192, folio 85;

Milligan's is in No. 78, XVI, folio 261.

* Morris's letter to the governors of the several states, dated October 19, 1781, is

printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution (Wharton), IV,

790.
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The members, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [Arthur] Middleton.

The committee of the week was elected

:

Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Richard] Law, Mr. [George]

Partridge.

A memorial of John Vance was read, with sundry papers

enclosed.'

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon,

War Office Odober 19. 1781.
Sir.

The Board beg leave to enclose a letter from John Lawrence Esq.

Judge Advocate on the subject of pay. He came to this city with a

view to raise a sum of money to enable him to continue in the field;

but being disappointed, he is left entirely destitute, so that he can

neither defray his expenses or purchase necessaries to support a

decency of appearance, which an officer of his character should pre-

serve. If Congress on Consideration of these circumstances, think it

in any degree expedient they will please to direct,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general for fom- months' nominal pay in favour of

John Lawrence, judge advocate."

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1781

The secretary laid before Congi'ess a letter from the Pres-

ident in the words following : Whereupon,

Sir: I must beg you to remind Congress, that when they did me
the honor of electing me President, and before I assumed the Chair,

I informed them, that as Chief Justice of Pensylvania, I should be

under the necessity of attending the Supreme Court of that State, the

latter end of September, or at farthest in October. That court will

' This memorial, dated October 22, 1781, is in ihe Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 41, X, folio 331.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 407.
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be held to-day ; I must therefore request that they will be pleased to

proceed to the choice of another President.

I am, sir, with much respect, your most obedient humble servant,

Thos. McKean.
Philadelphia, October 23d, 1781.

Charles Thomson, Esquire,

Secretary of Congress}

Resolved, That the resignation of Mr, [Thomas] McKean is

accepted.

Ordered, That the election of a President be postponed

until to-morrow.

Congi'ess proceeded to the election of auditors; and, the

ballots being taken, IVIr. William Govett was elected, having

been previously nominated by j\Ir. [Roger] Sherman.

Ordered, That the election of the other auditor be post-

poned.

A report from the Board of War was read, with sundry

papers enclosed containing an estimate of the monies neces-

sary for the War Department for the ensuing year:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of

three

:

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [John]

Hanson, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot.

On motion of Mi'. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr.

[Roger] Sherman,

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be, and hereby

is authorised to correspond with the several foreign ministers

of these United States, as often as there shall be occasion,

upon subjects relating to his department."

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to-moiTow.]

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVI, folio 265.

^ This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign AfEaiia.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1781

On motion of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, seconded by Mr.

[Joseph] Montgomery,

Resolved, unanirnonsly, That Mr. [Thomas] McKean be

requested to resume the chau-, and act as President till the

first Monday in November next; the resolution of yesterday

notwithstanding.

A letter, of 19, from General Washington, was read, giving

information of the reduction of the British army under the

command of the Earl of Cornwallis, on the 19th instant with

a copy of the articles of capitulation; Whereupon,

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by
Resolved, That Congi-ess will, at two o'clock this day, go

in procession to the Dutch Lutheran church, and return

thanks to Almighty God, for crowning the allied arms of the

United States and France, with success, by the surrender of

the whole British army under the command of the Earl of

Cornwallis.

Ordered, That the letter, with the papers enclosed, be re-

ferred to the Committee of Intelligence.

Resolved, That the letter of General Washington, of the 19,

enclosing the correspondence between him and the Earl

Cornwallis, concerning the sm'render of the ganisons of York
and Gloucester, and the articles of capitulation, be refeiTed

to a committee of fom*: the members. Mi'. [Edmund] Ran-
dolph, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll.

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the said committee,

to report what in their opinion, will be the most proper mode
of communicating the thanks of the United States in Con-

gi-ess assembled, to General Washington, Count de Rocham-
beau and Count de Grasse, for their effectual exertions in
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accomplishing this illustrious work; and of paying respect to

the merit of Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, aid-de-camp of

General Washington, and the bearer of his despatches an-

nouncing this happy event:

Ordered, That the secretary of foreign affairs communicate

this intelligence to the hon. the Minister Plenipotentiary of

France.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1781

A letter, of 16, from General Washington, with sundry

papers enclosed, was read :

^

Ordered, That the same be refeiTed to the committee on
the letter of 19; and that they, together with the general's

letters, of 1 and 12th, be also refen-ed to the Committee of

Intelligence.

A report from the conmiittee of the week was read;

Whereupon,

The Committee of the week report,

That a letter of Rob^ Johnson Deputy Purveyor of the Southern

Department requesting relief for the Gentlemen of his Department;
the Petition of Cap5 Joseph Traversier praying for the pay and sub-

sistance due to him; the letter of R. G. Livingston praying for so

much pay as will enable him to join his Reg^; the Petition of Thomas
Bond and others officers of the medical Department ; the Petition of

John Dealy praying for a discharge from the army; the Letter from
Doctor Hailing requesting the pay due to him, and to know whether
he is considered as retiring from the service; be referred to the Board
of War.

' This paragraph was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

Washington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 289.

It is printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 386.

- This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 269. It is

printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 382.
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That the Petition of Jn° Clark be referred to a special Comm^.'

Ordered, That a letter, of 19, from Solomon Hailing;

One, of 20, from Robert Johnston;

One, of 25, [23] from Robert J. Livingston;

One, of 20th, from Thomas Bond; and

The petitions of Joseph Traversier and John Dealy; be

referred to the Board of War;

That a petition of John Clarke be referred to a committee

of three:

The members, IVIr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [Abraham]

Clark, Mr. [Edward] Telfair.

A letter, of 24, from William Govett was read, signifying

his acceptance of the office of an Auditor.

A letter, of 22, from Major General Heath, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of

finance to take order.

A motion was made by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, seconded

by Mr. [Isaac] Motte,

That General Washington be directed to detain Earl Corn-

wallis, and the officers captured in the garrisons of York and

Gloucester, till the further order of Congress.

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton,

Massachusetts,
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Pennsylvania,
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against the long continued efforts of a powerful nation: it is the

duty of all ranks to observe and thankfully acknowledge the inter-

positions of his Providence in their behalf. Through the whole of

the contest, from its first rise to this time, the influence of divine

Providence may be clearly perceived in many signal instances, of

which we mention but a few.

In revealing the councils of our enemies, when the discoveries were

seasonable and important, and the means seemingly inadequate or

fortuitous; in preserving and even improving the union of the several

states, on the breach of which our enemies placed their greatest

dependence; in increasing the number, and adding to the zeal and

attachment of the friends of Liberty ; in granting remarkable deliver-

ances, and blessing us mth the most signal success, when affau-s

seemed to have the most discouraging appearance; in raising up

for us a powerful and generous ally, in one of the first of the European

powers; in confounding the councils of our enemies, and suffering

them to pursue such measures as have most directly contributed to

frustrate their own desires and expectations; above all, in making
their extreme cruelt}' of their officers and soldiers to the inhabitants

of these states, when in their power, and their savage devastation of

property, the very means of cementing our union, and adding vigor

to every effort in opposition to them.

And as we cannot help leading the good people of these states to

a retrospect on the events which have taken place since the beginning

of the war, so we beg recommend in a particular manner that they

may obacrvc and acknowlodgo to their observation, the goodness of

God in the year now drawing to a conclusion : in which

A mutiny iu-thc Amorican -Army was not -only happily-appcasod

but became in its issue a plcaaing and undeniable proof of the unal

tcrablc attaclmicnt -of -the -people in-general to the cause - of -liberty

»j-v i-i *'/-ir<f' rT-l\«lj-v f I \ j-^ fi 1 . r* j-* i-» •»» j^ •

I V7u 1 \^DS^W 11 1 ItJ ClITJ y IZUlWJ I I \j^

in which the Confederation of the United States has been completed

by the accession of all without exception in which there have been so

many instances of prowess and success in our armies; particularly in

the southern states, where, notwithstanding the difficulties with

which they had to struggle, they have recovered the whole country

which the enemy had overrun, leaving them only a post or two upon
on or near the sea: in which we have been so powerfully and effec-

tually assisted by our allies, while in all the conjunct operations the
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most perfect «nlon- and harmony has subsisted in the allied army:
in which there has been so plentiful a harvest, and so great abun-

dance of the fruits of the earth of every kind, as not only enables

us easily to supply the wants of the army, but gives comfort and
happiness to the whole people : and in which, after the success of our

allies by sea, a General of the first Kank, with lus whole army, has been

captured by the allied forces under the direction of our IHustrioas

Commander in Chief.

It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart the

13th day of December next, to be reUgiously observed as a Day of

Thanksgiving and Prayer; that all the people may assemble on that

day, with grateful hearts, to celebrate the praises of our gracious

Benefactor; to confess our manifold sins; to offer up our most fervent

suppUcations to the God of all grace, that it may please Him to

pardon our offences, and incHne our hearts for the future to keep
all his laws; to comfort and relieve all our brethren who are in dis-

tress or captivity; to prosper our husbandmen, and give success to

all engaged in lawful commerce; to impart wisdom and integrity to

our coimseUors, judgment and fortitude to our officers and soldiers;

to protect and prosper our illustrious ally, and favor our united

exertions for the speedy establishment of a safe, honorable and
lasting peace; to bless all seminaries of learning; and cause the

knowledge of God to cover the earth, as the waters cover the seas.'

A motion was made by the delegates of Virginia

:

That inasmuch as it appears upon n review of the past

proceedings of -Congrcaa, and particularly of from the

jom-nal of the 27 of November, 1775; the 28 of July, the 12th

of August, the 12 of September, the 10th and 20th of October,

and the 2 November, 1778; the 22 and 26 January, the 16

and 23 February, the 1st of March, the 15 of April, the 11 and
28 of May, the 1st of June, the 5 and 28 of July, the 27 of

September, the 20 and 22 December, 1779; that after orders

for referring papers to a committee, or for the re-commitment
of a report, it was expressly provided in some of the pre-

ceding instances, that the committee should be instructed,

in others that they should be directed, and in others that

' Tliia report, in the writing of John Witherspoon, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 24, folio 463.
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they should be authorised to hear evidence, and reduce to

wi'iting such parts thereof as they should think proper, to

confer with persons not members of Congi-ess, or to send for

persons or papers: and as it appears to be the usage of

Congi-ess, in cases of moment or difl&culty, or in which it may
be then- pleasure that committees should have recourse to

documents, proofs or evidence, other than those which are

to be found among the records, or on the files of Congi'ess,

to instruct them specially for this purpose; and as the

delegates of Virginia, having received notice from the com-

mittee to whom was re-committed the report on the cessions

of Connecticut, New York, and Vuginia, and on the memorials

of the VandaUa, Illionois, Ouabache, and Indiana companies,

that they should confer with the agents thereof, on a day
now past, did, for the reasons assigned in their motion of

the 16th, request the said committee to postpone such con-

ference until the sense of Congi-ess should be taken, how far

they were warranted by the terms of their appointment to

enter thereon:

It be declared, that the re-commitment of the said report,

does not authorise the said committee to admit counsel, or

to have rocourac to hear documents, proofs, or evidence, not

among the records, nor on the files of Congi-ess, which have
not been specially referred to them.'

On the question to agi'ee to this, the yeas and nays being

required by the delegates of Virginia,

Massachusetts,
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Maryland,
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That so much of a memorial of James Willing as relates to

the settlement of his accounts be referred to the comptroller,

and so much as relates to a military commission be referred

to the Board of War.'

A report of the Board of War on the petition of Joseph

Traversie was read ; Whereupon,

At a Board of War Octoher 27, 1781.
Present M'' Peters

General Cornell

The Board on the reference of the letter from Joseph Traversier

stiling hunself Captain in the service of the United States on tJie Cana-

dian establishment beg leave report,

That they are unacquainted with any such estabhshment as that

recited in the petition of M"^ Traversier whose claims to rank were

formerly examined into and on the report of the Board on the 23''?

Nov. 17S0 Congress were pleased to resolve,

"That it was inexpedient to give him any militar,y rank in the

army of the United States."

M'' Traversier is a Canadian Refugee and has the same merit with

others of his Countrymen who have abandoned their possessions,

superadded to which he has been employed on secret service and so

far as we have heard has conducted himself with fidelity. He has

drawn rations on this account by orders from Genl. Gates as we
believe.

We presume however that it was the intention of Congress to com-
prehend the cases of all the Canadians in their resolve of the 18"*

instant wherefore we take the liberty to propose, that M"' Traversier

be informed that his request for pay cannot be complied with, and
that all the emoluments he derives from the United States are to *

cease after the first day of December next.^ M
Resolved, That Congress agi-ee to the said report, and thai

the Board of War take order thereon.

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Bou-
dinot, Mr. Varnum, Mi-. Can-oil, || to whom were refeiTed the

' Thia report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 281. Schreiber's letter is in No. 78, XXI, folio 141; Willing'B

memorial is in No. 42, VIII, folio 237.

' Thifl report is in the J'apers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 413.
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letters of 16 and 19, from General Washington, delivered in

a report, which was taken into consideration; and Thereupon,

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Congress as-

sembled, be presented to General Washington, for tho expedition,

eminent services which he has withwhich -ho -Icd-thc-allicd -forccs-of

tho commaDd of the Earl -of Cornwallis, for-bis arrange

mont3, vigor, pcraonal attention, and -military ability-in the course of

his operations^ and for the prudence and wisdom of the capitulation.

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Con-

gi'ess assembled, be presented to his excellency General

Washington, for the eminent services which he has rendered

to the United States, and particularly for the well concerted

plan against the British garrisons in York and Gloucester;

for the vigor, attention and military skill with which that

plan was executed ; and for the wisdom and prudence mani-

fested in the capitulation:

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled,

be presented to his excellency the Count de Rochambeau, for

the cordiality, zeal, judgment and fortitude, with which he

seconded and advanced the progress of the allied army
against the British garrison in York:

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled

be presented to his excellency Count de Grasse, for his display

of skill and bravery in attacking and defeating the British

fleet off the Bay of Chesapeake, and for his zeal and alacrity

in rendering, with the fleet under his command, the most

effectual and distinguished aid and support to the operations

of the allied army in the reduction of the Briti ish Ai^my

under the command of the Earl of Cornwallia in Vu'ginia

:

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, be presented to the commanding and other officers of

the corps of artillery and engineers of the allied army, who
sustained extraordinary fatigue and danger in their animated

and gallant approaches to the lines of the enemy.
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That General Washington be directed to communicate to

the other officers and the soldiers under his command, the

thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, for their

conduct and valor on this occasion :

'

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled,

will cause to be erected at York, in Virginia, a marble column,

adorned with emblems of the alliance between the United

States and his Most Christian Majesty; and inscribed with a

succinct narrative of the surrender of Earl Cornwallis to tfee

allied army under the command of gcncrftl Watghington

and Count dc BoGbambcau, in eonjunction with the fleet

under the eommnnd of the Count dc-GraBSc. [his excel-

lency General Washington, Commander in Chief of the com-

bined forces of America and France; to his excellency the

Count de Rochambeau, commanding the auxihary troops of

his I\Iost Christian Majesty in America, and his excellency the

Count de Grasse, commanding in chief the naval army of

France in the Chesapeake

Resolved, That two stands of colours taken from the

British army under the capitulation of York, be presented

to his excellency General Washington, in the name of the

United States in Congress assembled.] ^

Resolved, That two pieces of the field ordnance, taken

from the British army under the capitulation of York, be

presented by the Commander in Chief of the American army
to Count de Rochambeau; and that there be engraved

thereon a short memorandum, that Congress were induced

to present them from considerations of the illustrious part

which he bore in efTectuating the surrender.

' The following paragraph follows this in the rough draft:

"liceolvcd, That the United iStutci in Congrcoo anuomblcd ontortain a proper Bonoc

of tho rcadincm and attention exhibited by Lieutenant Colonel Lauronu and the

Viooount do Noaillca in forming and nettling tho terma of capitulation."

' The draft presented this paragraph as an alternative proposition.
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Resolved, That the secretary of foreign affairs be directed

to request the Minister Plenipotentiary of his Most Christian

Majesty, to inform his Majesty, that it is the wish of Con-

gress, that Count de Grasse may be permitted to accept a

testimony of then- approbation, similar to that to be pre-

sented to Count de Rochambeau.'

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to present to

to Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, in the name of the United

States in Congress assembled, a horse properly caparisoned,

and an elegant sword, in testimony of their high opinion of his

merit and ability.^

' The substance of the resolutions of thanks to Washington, Rochambeau and
de Grasse were also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.

- This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except the portion in brackets

which is in Charles Thomson's hand, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19,

VI, folio 359b and 361~'. The rough draft, also in Randolph's hand, is on folio 359a.

The committee also made the following report. It ia on folio 363 and is in Ran-
dolph's writing:

The Comjnittee to whom the letter of Gen! Washington of the 19"^ instant was,

among other papers, referred, report the substance of a conference between them and
Col? Tilghman:

Col9 Tilghman having left the American Camp on the day succeeding the completion

of the capitulation, could not render a precise answer to the several questions addressed

to him. The information which he did give, was in general terms, and the Committee

therefore report, that, as a more particular account may be soon expected nothing of

the present communication should be noticed in the journal of Congress, or published.

Your Committee have learnt from that gentleman, who principally relies upon
information received from others.

That altho' Count de Rochambeau is a party to the capitulation, he voted in the

character of a general officer only: but that according to military rule, Count de Grasse

had the right of subscription.

Article 1. That the number of seamen was not ascertained at the time of his depar-

ture, but is probably small—that the vessels amount to about 100 Sail, fifty of which

may be called transports: that among the shipping, are the Guadaloupe, a frigate of

28 guns, and the Bonetta Sloop of War, with two or three other armed vessels: that

most of them are sunk, but can easily be raised: that the prisoners taken on the 14'?

instant are considered as in the disposal of the United States

Article 2. That the quantity of Artillery was not known, but is probably small; the

heavy ordnance being only one 24 pounder, and eighteen 18 pounders, which were

taken from the Charon: that it is not known whether there are any spare arms: that

there is no reason to believe that there is any military chest: that he was informed by
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The committee, ||consisting of Mi-. Varnum, ]\Ii'. Middleton,

Mr. AtleeJI to whom were refen'ed the letters from Major.

General Greene, delivered in a report, which was taken into

consideration; and Thereupon,

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Congress

assembled, be presented to Major General Greene, for his

Col: Blaine, that he had inventoried fifty bushels of Bait, 600 barrels of beef and pork,

500 barrels of bread, 400 barrels of flour and 1300 gallons of rum.

Article 3. That the destination of the prisoners was not ascertained, but will prob-

ably be at Winchester in Virginia, and Frederick-Town in Maryland—that the Cavalry

amount to about 280 including the officers' horses: that their accoutrements are

ordinary: that the enemy killed about 1000 horses upon the appearance of investment;

and 22 Stands of Colors have been received from them under the capitulation.

Article 4. That this article was intended to include slaves principally, it being

supposed, that the lesser plunder would be secreted, or had probably been sent off;

that 2000 negroes had perished in the garrison, and the number surviving was not

great.

Article 5. That the provisions to be furnished to the British prisoners, are to be
accounted for by the enemy, upon a general settlement, altho' no special stipulation

is made to that effect.

Article 6. That the intelligence of Digby's expedition reached the Count de Graese

on the 16"" instant: upon which he wrote to the General that he was obliged to take

his marines amounting to 700, and the Marquis S5 Simon's corps amounting to 3000

rank and file: that the loss of these men would have too much weakened the allied

army, and the removal of the fleet dispirited them—that the balance of captive oflScers

was considerably against the United States before the capitulation—that a car*-:l and
tariff have been already adjusted between Gen! Washington and Sir H. Clinf n, and
that it might be injurious to the American cause to scatter the British officers/ xrough-

out the country. /

Article 7. That this article is agreeable to military custom. /

Article 8. That altho' deserters or traitors might be covered under the garb of soldiers,

the opportunity would have been as great upon sailors only being suffered to go in the

Bonetta

Article 9. That by traders are meant the mercantile followers of the army, who are

not citizens of the United States.

Article 10. That there are very few disaffected refugees in York, and this article

was answered as it was, merely to shew the confidence to be placed in the British by
tories.

Article 11. That the enemy have in their hospitals about 2000 sick and wounded.
Article 12. That there io ao baggage of conooqucncc.
Articles 13 and 14 speak for themselves.

Col? Tilghman added, that it is supposed (hat Lord Cornwallis had not at the time
of capitulation above six hours' ammunition.
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wise, decisive and magnanimous conduct in the action of the

8th of September last, near the Eutaw Springs, in South

Carolina; in which, with a force inferior in number to that

of the enemy, he obtained a most signal victory ovci' tbo

British amiy oomimandcd by Colonel Stowai't :

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, be presented to the officers and men of the Maryland

and Virginia brigades, and Delaware battalion of continental

troops, for the unparallelled bravery and heroism by them

displayed, in advancing to the enemy through an incessant

fire, and charging them with an impetuosity and ardor that

could not be resisted

:

That the thanks of the United States in Congi-ess assem-

bled, be presented to the officers and men of the legionary

corps and artillery, for their intrepid and gallant exertions

during the action

:

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, be presented to the brigade of North Carolina, for their

resolution and perseverance in attacking the enemy, and sus-

taining a superior fire:

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, be presented to the officers and men of the state corps

of South Carolina, for the zeal, activity and firmness by them
exhibited throughout the engagement:

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, be presented to the officers and men of the militia, who
formed the front line in the order of battle, and sustained

their post with honor, propriety and a resolution worthy of

men determined to be free.

Bosolvcd, That two pieces of - ficld Ordnance be prcacntcd to Majef

General Greene by the Commander in Chief, with a motto engraved

^'from-the United-Statcs-iu-Congrcss-Asscmblcd -to -MajopGcn ! Greene,

in-honour-of-thc Victory-obtained-undcr his Command near the Eutaw
i-S" Carolina on the 8'!* Scp ceffi'oer A. D. 1T81.
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Resolved, That a Sword be presented to Col^. Williams of the Mary-
land Ime for his great military skill and uncommon exertions on thia

occasion.

Resolved, That a British standard be presented to Major

General Greene, as an honorable testimony of his merit, and
a golden medal emblematical of the battle and victory

aforesaid

:

That Major General Greene be desired to present the

thanks of Congress, to Captains Pierce and Pendleton, Major
Hyrne and Captain Shubrick, his aids de camp, in testimony

of their particular activity and good conduct during the whole

of the action:

That a sword be presented to Captain Pierce, who bore the

general's despatches, giving an account of the victory, and
that the Board of War take order herein.

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Congress

assembled, be presented to Brigadier General Marion, of the

South Carolina militia, and the officcrQ and men under hia

Com for his wise, gallant and decided conduct, in defending

the liberties of his country; and particularly for his prudent

and intrepid attack on a body of the British troops, on the

30th day of August last; and for the distinguished part he

took in the battle of the 8th of September.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1781

A letter, of 29, from the secretary of foreign affah-s was
read, requesting to be admitted to examine and copj'^ from
such books of a secret natm'e in the Secretary's office as may
in any wise relate to the department of foreign affairs :

^

' This report, in the writing of Jamca Mitchell Vamum, is in the Papers of the Con-
tinental Congress, No. IH, II, folios 471 to 477.

A memorial from Bayard Rif^ard & Co. was read. It is iu the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 367.
-' Thia paragraph and the following resolution were also entered iu the manuscript

Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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Resolved, That his request be granted.

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That the petition of Absalom Baird be referred to

the comptroller for adjustment of his account;

That the petition of Nathan Bush be referred to the

comptroller/

A report from the Board of War on the petition of Lieu-

tenant Colonel Cambray was read ; Whereupon,

War Office Octoher £&'< 1781.

Sir,

The Board have been honored with a reference of the letter from
Lt. Col. du Cambray and in conversing with that gentleman, it appears

that his sole motive for asking leave to go to Europe is on account of

his destitute situation with respect to money. He is a very deserv-

ing officer, and we wish it were in our power to point out any mode
by which he can be reheved. His accounts may be settled by the

Comptroller, as he is comprehended in the resolve of Congress pre-

scribing the mode of settling accounts of officers not belonging to any
State. But as to his requisition for a sum in part of the balance due
him we conceive it would introduce such a number of claims for a Uke
treatment that we cannot think it expedient to recommend the meas-

ure. He is entitled to three months real pay as an officer captivated

at Charlestown and this will put him on a footing with other officers

captivated there so far as present exigencies will permit.^

Ordered, That the accounts of Lieutenant Colonel Cambray
be settled by the comptroller.

Another report of the Board of War on the memorial of

Lieutenant Colonel S. Hay was read; Whereupon,

At a Boaed of War Octoher 29. 1781.

Present, M"" Peters

General Cornell

The Board beg leave to report on the Memorial [of] Lieut. Col.

Samuel Hay,

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 283.

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 417.
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That it appears to the Board that the request of Col. Haj'^ to

receive a sum iu specie equal to the value of the sums mentioned in

the Warrants enclosed in his Memorial or a sum in new bills equal to

the value of his pay cannot be complied with consistent with present

circumstances. Congress will be pleased to advert to the cUfficulties

attendant on the advance of money to officers, whose services are

absolutely necessary for the operations of the war. If added to this

those who have retired are also to be paid, there is an end of any
farther exertions that depend upon money. There is no doubt but

that justice should be done to all persons who have served faithfully,

and among that number, we can with great truth and propriety rank

the memorialist. But the time of doing them justice should bo well

considered. If Col. Hay is paid, there will be claims from every one
in his situation. Few if any of them are paid. Many of them have
warrants and all are entitled to the balances due them. We therefore

submit the matter to Congress, with this farther observation that

those who have no warrants will conceive that the accidental cir-

cumstance of the memorialist having warrants makes no difference

aa to substantial justice.^

Ordered, That Lieutenant Colonel Hay be informed that his

request cannot at present be complied with.

Congress proceeded to the election of a secretaiy at war;

and, the ballots being taken, Major General Benjamin Lin-

coln was elected.

Resolved, That the commissioners of the Board of War be

authorised and requested, to continue to exercise the duties

of the war department, until the secretary at war enter upon
the execution of his office.

The committee, || consisting of ]\Ii\ Varnum, Mi*. Boudinot,

Ml'. Hanson,
1

1 to whom were referred the estimates of the

Board of War delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Resolved, (by nine states,) That the respective states be
called upon to fvu-nish the treasury of the United States, with

their quotas of the 8,000,000 of dollars, for the war depart-

ment, and civil list, the ensuing year; to be paid quarterly

This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 421.
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in equal proportions, the fost payment to be made on the

first day of April next.

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of a member from

each state, be appointed to apportion to the several states

the quotas of the above sum.

The members, ]\Ir. [Samuel] Livermore, I\Ir. [Samuel]

Osgood, Ml-. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mi-. [Roger] Sherman,

Ml-. [Elias] Boudinot, IMr. Cl^nncr [Thomas] Smith, Mr.

[Thomas] McKean, Mi-. [John] Hanson, ]VIr. [Edmund] Ran-

dolph, Mr. ]Benjamin] Hawkins, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr.

[Edward] Telfah".

Adjouined to 10 o'Clock to Moitow.^

[WEDNESDAY,] OCTOBER 31, 1781

Met and adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER i, 1781

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Hanson, ]\Li'. Varnum,

Mr. Clymer,|| to whom was referred a letter of September 1,

from Major General Greene, with the copy of his letter to

Colonel Campbell, and his commission to sundry persons to

negotiate a treaty of peace with the Cherokee and Chickasaw

Indians delivered in a report; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the appointment of commissioners by Major

General Greene to negotiate a treaty of peace with the Cher-

' A memorial of the journeymen gunsmiths was presented about this date. It is in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, III, folio 475.

The following motion was made by James Mitchell Vamtim this month, as the

indorsement shows. It is in Vamum's writing and is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, I, folio 233:

WTiereas the Business of the United States now remaining unfinished, and that

may probably occur for some time to come is principally of an executive Natiu'e, and

appertains to the ministerial Departments, be it therefore resolved, that on the Third

Monday of November instant Congress will adjourn to the first Monday in March next

then to convene at this Place. A new Congress will convene on Monday next; Quere,

can this Congress pass a Resolution to bind their Decision in adjourning?



November, 1781 1089

okee and Chickasaw Indians, and by that means to put a

stop to the ravages of those nations, was a necessary and

prudent measure, and that Congress approve of the same.

As to the other matters mentioned in General Greene's letter, your

Committee request further time to report thereon.'

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1781

A motion was made by the delegates of Virginia, that the

resohition of yesterday, respecting the appointment of com-

missioners, to treat with the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians,

be repealed.

Ordered, That Thm'sday next be assigned for the consider-

ation of the preceding motion; and that no copies of the

resolution passed yesterday be delivered out before Monday
the 12th instant.

A letter, of 28 September, from Colonel Ai-thur Campbell

was read, inclosing a letter, of 20th of the same month, from

Colonel Jo^ ]\Iartin.-

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Livermore, Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Varnum, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Smith, Mr.

McKean, Mr. Hanson, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Bee,

and Mr. Telfair,
||
appointed [to] apportion to the several

states their respective quotas of the 8 millions of dollars

voted by the resolution of the 30 of October last, delivered

in a report, which was taken into consideration: when the

quota of Connecticut was under consideration, a motion was
made by Mr. Jenifer [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr.

Cavroll [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer,

"That ninety-three thousand four hundred dollars be

added:"

' This report, in the writing of John Hanson, is in the Papers of iJie Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 479.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VI, folio 55.
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On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Daniel]

Carroll,

New HampsMre,
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adjusted, agreeably to the resolution of the 6th of October,

1779:

That 3uob proportion of tho said sunia vavLj be paid in

pi'oviLUouij and otboi' ai'tieloa of supplioa for the army, to

bo delivered at auch places within tho rcapoctivc - states,

Repealed 3d and at such priooa oa tho Supcrintendant of
^"*''

Finanec ahall appoint, and the remainder in

Gold or Silver ; and articles of tho aame kind and quality

shall be credited to the several states at the same prices.

That certificates which may be given by the quarter-

Ke pea led tbe mastcr general, or other officers properly author-
'"^"'"

ised to give them, for supplies that shall

hereafter be furnished, shall be accepted in payment of the

aforesaid sums.

That such certificates for supplies heretofore furnished,

shall be accepted from the states producing them in payment
of what may be due on former requisitions.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states to

lay taxes for raising their quotas of money for the United

States, seperate from those laid for their own particular use,

and to pass acts directing the collectors to pay the same to

the commissioner of the loan office, or such other person as

shall be appointed by the supcrintendant of finance, to

receive the same within the State, and to authorise such

receiver to recover the moneys of the collectors, for the use

of the United States, in the same manner, and under the

same penalties, as state taxes are recovered l:)y the treasurers

of the respective states, to be subject only to the orders of

Congress, or the supcrintendant of finance.]

'

([uotaa of the acvcral Statca accoi'diiig to tho nunibor of iiihabitanto aa

a tGmporai'y oxpcdion fev

The portion in brackets was entered in the Journal by George Bond.
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State, on the terms prcscribod by tho tirst article of a- resolution of

Congrcsa of the 22 *^ day of November 1777. '

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1781

A letter, of 27, and one of 30 October, from Major General

Heath, were read, with sundry papers enclosed.^

A memorial and petition of Barn: Binney was read.^

A report of the committee of the week was read ; Where-
upon,

Ordered, That a letter of John Sprague in behalf of Brigadier

General Reed, and the papers accompanying the same, be

referred to the Board of War.^

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by
Mr. [John] Mathews, the resolution passed yesterday " That
such proportion of the said sums may be paid in provisions

&e." was reconsidered and repealed.

On motion of the committee to whom were referred the

letter and petition of John Clarke

:

Ordered, That the said committee be discharged.

A petition from the supreme executive council of the

Commonwealth of Pensylvania was read, stating a matter

of dispute between the said State and the State of Con-

necticut, respecting sundry lands lying on the east branch

of the River Susquehanna, and praying a hearing in the

premises, agreeably to the 9th article of the Confederation.

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, except the last two paragraphs, which
are in Edmund Randolph's writing, is in \\iQ Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 26,

folio 313.

2 The letter of October 27th ia in the Papers of the Contmental Congfress, No. 157,

folio 361; that of October 30th is on folio 371.

' This memorial and petition, dated November 3, 1781, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 375.

* This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 285; Sprague's letter, dated September 25, 1781, is in No. 78,

XXI, folio 121.
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The committee to whom the letters from the superintendant

of finance relative to the hospital department; and

The Committee to whom the letters from the Superintendant of

Finance relating to the Hospital Department was referred do report

that they have fully considered the present state of the Hospital or

Medical Department in the Army, and the several papers referred to

them, and havinj^ taken the best advice and information in their

power are of opinion that great oeconomical advantages to the public

and very useful alterations to the sick and woimded, may be obtained

by a regulation of the said Department in the following principles.

By destroying all distinctions between Hospitals and forming the

whole Medical Department into one uniform Corps.

By establishing the direction of practice and Purveyorship entirely

distinct and seperate vesting it in different hands.

By establisliing the Superintendance of the Department in a Board
of Surgeons, properly organized for that purpose and not in a single

person.

By the promoting the use of regimental Hospitals, and preventing

the crowding the sick together in General Hospitals.

By preventing every person concerned in Hospitals from trading

and speculating in any manner whatever for private advantage and
emolument.

By reducing the number of Surgeons and Mates of the General

Hospitals.

Under the influence of these principles your Committee beg leave

to Report the following Ordinance for constituting and arranging

the Hospital Department.

An Ordinance for regulating the General Hospital, and Surgeons

of the Army.
Be it ordained by the United States in Congress Assembled, That

there shall be one Physician in Chief to the Ai'my and Director of the

Military Hospitals: Thirteen Twelve Surgeons and twenty sis four

Mates, for the General Hospital, a Surgeon and one Mate to every

regiment; an Apothecary and two Assistants; and a Purveyor and

one Assistant.

The Physician in Chief and the hospital Surgeons or any three of

such Surgeons shall make a Medical Board, of which a field Officer

to be appointed in the usual form shall sit as President; it shall meet
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regularly once a month, by General order, or oftener if requisite.

They shall examine regimental and examine and appoint all hospital

Mates: and shall examine and recommend the regimental and hos-

pital Surgeons, and-nono but those recommended by the Board shall

bo appointed by Congreas to vacancies, and no person imder the age

of 21 years shall be appointed a Mate: It shall be the special duty

of the said Board from time to time, to settle the proportions of

regimental and hospital practice, and to make regulations accordiagly.

They shall prescribe the measures for supplying the sick effectually

with medicines, stores, provisions &c. It shall also be their duty to

make out proper estimates for the Piu-veyor, inspect his accounts and

transactions, and regulate his plan of issues so as to prevent waste

and extravagance. As often as required, the Director shall report

to the Board a full state of all the Hospitals imder his direction, and

receive their Instructions. Tlais Board shall enquire into all com-

plaints brought against Officere of the Department: and present to a

Court Martial, such as they may tliink deserving of censure. And
this Board shall be authorized to digest rules and carry into execution,

every thing relative to the Medical Department: Provided neverthe-

less, that no regulation of theirs be valid and take effect imtil issued

in orders, with the consent and approbation of the Commander in

Chief or the Commanding Officer of a seperate Department.

The Physician in Cliief and Director shall have a general Superin-

tendency and direction of practice, both>in Camp and in hospitals.

He shall always maintain an office near Head Quarters, so as to be

ready, at all times, to consult and advise with the Commander in

Chief: and to distribute the necessary advice and cUrection to the

Surgeons with whom it shall be lus duty to correspond. With the

concurrence of the Commander in Chief he may establish such Hos-

pitals as the service requires: and he shall dispose of the officers

necessary to conduct them. In time of engagement or any emer-

gency, he shall call into the field as many hospital Surgeons as the

occasion requires; and by order of the General, may have assistance

in hospitals, from the regimental Surgeons.

It shall also be the special duty of the Du-ector, frequently to inspect

all the hospitals imder his direction; to see that they are managed

with oeconomy and success: to correct all abuses; to suspend and

bring to trial, delinquent Officers: and to make monthly returns of the

sic-k to the Commander.
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In the absence of the Director from Camp, the Surgeon eldest in

appointment, who is present, shall do his duty.

Ever}' Surgeon shall direct liis own hospital agreeable to the regu-

lations, from time to time adopted by Congress or the Medical Board,

and communicated to him by the Director. He is hereby authorized

to order from the Purveyor or his Assistant, or from the Commissaries

and Quarter Masters of the Army, or to be purchased from the neigh-

borhood, whatever is necessary and convenient for the sick: and
shall be accoimtable for his conduct and success in practice, to the

director; but shall not be dismissed the service without due form of

trial.

When two or more Surgeons are on duty in one hospital, each shall

act independently with respect to all matters relating to his own
particular charge, and shall be accomitable to the director on\j, or

the Surgeon presiding in his stead. In case of dispute, with regard

to any matter respecting the whole hospital, the Surgeon of senior

appointment shall control, until the matter m dispute can be decided

by the Director, or in liis absence, the presiding Siu-geon.

The regimental Surgeon shall give diligent attention to such regu-

lations as may be estabUshed respecting their conduct, and shall

manage the sick of their respective regiments accordingly: and shall

also be accountable to the Physician in Chief as the common head of

the Medical Department.

The Hospital and regimental Mates shall observe the direction of

the Surgeons, and shall diUgently perform all the reasonable duties

required of them, for the recovery of the sick. They shall also make
out returns of the sick, for the Surgeons respectively, agreeable to

such forms as the director shall require.

The Apothecary and his Assistants shall receive prepare and
deliver Medicines, Instruments and tlressings, and other articles of

his department, to the hospitals and Army, on orders, in writing,

from the director or Surgeons. He shall appoint a proper number
of Mates to assist him m his duty, and shall furnish one to eveiy

Hospital, where one is required by the Director.

All the Instruments delivered by whose order soever obtained,

shall be paid for, at prime cost, by the Surgeon or Mate receiving

them.

The Purveyor shall j:)rovide all necessary medicines, utensils and
stores of every kind, that may be ordered by the Medical Board, for

the delivery of which a written order from the Director or a hospital

86382°—VOL 21—12 21
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Surgeon shall be his voucher. It shall also be his duty to pay all the

Officers of the Hospital and every debt and expence of the sick after

being duly certified. For these purposes he shall draw money from

the Treasury agreeable to the estimates given him by the Medical

Board. He shall settle his accounts of expenditure in money every

three months, with the Auditors of accounts, and once a month, he
shall lay a state of the expenditure of stores with the stock on hand,

before the Medical Board.

The Purveyor shall direct the conduct of his Assistant, and by
advice and order of the Medical Board shall appoint such other

Assistants, Storekeepers and Clerks as the service may require.

In every hospital the purveyor or h is Assistant shall appoint a stew-

ard: whose duty it shall be to purchase vegetables, straw and other

small articles, to receive the stores and provisions for the use of the

hospital and deliver them agreeable to the orders of the prescribing

Surgeons. And although in his purchases and Issues he is to obey

the orders of the prescribmg Sm-geons : yet for the faithfid discharge

of his Office, he is to be accountable to the Purveyor, and for this

purpose he shall keep seperate accounts of all he receives from the

Purveyors, Quarter Masters and Commissaries, and of what he pur-

chases himself from the coimtry; and shall render an account of all

his Issues monthly, with liis stock on hand, to the Purveyor; thus to

enable the Pm-veyor to lay the whole monthly expence of the hos-

pital, before the Medical Board. The Steward's vouchers shall

express not only by whom ordered, but by whom received also. The
Steward shall also receive the spare regimental arms, accoutrements

and cloathmg of each soldier admitted into the Hospital keeping

entries of and giving receipts for every Article received, wliich when
the soldier shall be discharged, shall be accounted for by the said

Steward, with the Commanding Officer of the regiment to whicLsuch
soldier belonged, or other proper person, and shall also take charge

of the hospital cloatliing. In every Hospital, the director or Senior

Surgeon present, shall appoint a Matron and a proper number of

nurses to be under the direction of the prescribing Surgeons, and

paid by the Purveyor.

During the summer, when the Army is in the field, the Director

shall institute a flying or field Hospital, in the rear of Camp, and

appoint proper Surgeons to take direction of it, considering it always

as a branch of the General Hospital and to have one common regula-

tion and interest with it.
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One Surgeon at least, whom the General may choose, shall always

reside near head Quartere, to attend the General and Staff Officers,

and to be in readiness for any emergency when a division or detach-

ment of the Army is sent off, or in any manner becomes a distinct

and seperate body from the Main Army, the Medical board shall

nominate its proportion of Medical Staff of which the Surgeon eldest

in appointment shall preside, with all the powers of Physician in

Chief and director; and shall form a Medical board, to be authorized

as before mentioned: and when two Armies unite, having each a

seperate Board, one shall dissolve of course by direction of the Com-
manding Officer of the whole.

When Officers of the Line do duty m hospitals, the Medical board

shall make rules for their conduct, that they may not interfere with

the Surgeons, and they shall receive their instructions bj' General

order.

That the Quarter Master General furnish the hospital Department,
from time to time, as occasion may require with such a number of

horses and wagons as may be necessary for removing the sick and
wounded and for transporting the hospital stores, but that no other

horses than those allowed to bo kept b}' for which forage may be
hereui allowed to the Officers of the Department, be kept seperately

and at the expence of the Department.

That no officer or other person employed in the hospital or Medical

Department shall on any account whatever, be concerned in trade

for liis private emolument and advantage.

Tliat no officer or other person in the hospital or Medical Depart-

ment except the sick or wounded, be permitted to use any of the

stores provided for the sick.

That the Physician in Chief, the Surgeons of the Hospital, Purveyor,

Apothecary, Assistant Purveyor and Assistant Apothecary be ap-

pointed and Commissioned by Congress. The Regimental Surgeons

and Mates to be appointed as heretofore.

That all the Officers in the Hospital or Medical Department shall

be subjected to trial by Courts Martial for all offences in the same
manner as officers of the Line of the Army.
That the pay and establishment of the Officers of the hospital

Department and Medical Staff be as follows, payable in silver Spanish
Milled dollars a 7/6 a dollar or other money equivalent.

Physician in Chief and Director of the Alilitary Hospitals 125 dol-

lars per month 2 rations for himself and 1 for his servant per day and
forage for 2 horses.
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Surgeons of the General Hospital 90 dollars per month and 2 rations

per day and forage for two horses.

Purveyor and Apothecary each 100 dollars per month.
Assistant Purveyor and Apothecary 50 dollars per month each.

Regimental Surgeons each 60 dollars per month, 1 ration per day
and forage for one horse.

Siu-geons' Mates in Hospitals 40 dollars per month and 1 ration per

day.

Do in the Army 40 dollars per m° and 1 ration per day.

Steward for each Hospital 30 dollars per m° and 1 ration per day.

That none of the aforesaid Officers or other persons employed in

any of the Hospitals be entitled to rations of provision or forage,

when on furlough.

That the Physician in Chief be allowed a two horse covered wagon
for transporting his baggage.

That the same allowance be made to the aforesaid Officers for

retained rations as is allowed to officers of the line of the army;
and also that each of them be annually entitled to draw Cloathing

from the Stores of the Cloathier General in the same manner and under
the same regulations as are estabUshed for Officers of the Line by
a resolution of Congress of the 25 Novf 1779 and in like manner as

has heretofore been used.

That the several Officers above mentioned (except Stewards) shall

at the end of the War be entitled to a provision of Land in the pro-

portions following viz: Physician in Chief to have the same quantity

as a Brigadier General; the Surgeons, Purveyor and Apothecary of

the Hospital the same as a Colonel ; Regimental Surgeons and assist-

ants to the Purveyor and Apothecaiy the same as a Major; Hospital

and regimental Surgeon's Mates the same as a Captain.

That all former arrangements of the Hospital Department and
all resolutions heretofore passed touching the same be repealed.'

The committee to whom were referred the cessions of

New York, Virginia and Connecticut, and the petitions of

the Indiana, Vandaha, Illionois and Wabach companies,

delivered in their several reports.^

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 22, folio 45.

' This report is in the list of postponed reports in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 31, folio 371-=.
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Resolved, That the resolutions passed yesterday be de-

Hvered to the superintendant of finance, to be by him for-

warded to the several states.

Resolved, That the several matters now before Congress be

referred over, and recommeaded to the attention of the

United States in Congress assembled, to meet at this place

on Monday next.

Advice being received that a messenger was aiTived from

head quarters with despatches, the President resumed the

chair, and Colonel Humphry, one of the General's aids, was
introduced, and delivered a letter from the General, dated

27 and 29 October, containing returns of prisoners, artillery,

arms, ordnance and other stores, surrendered by the enemy,

in their posts of York and Gloucester, on the 19 October;

he also laid before Congress 24 standards taken at the same
time, and a draught of those posts, with the plan of attack

and defence, and then withdrew.

Ordered, That the returns be published, and that the

letter, with the other papers enclosed, be referred to the

committee to whom was referred the General's letter of 19

October.

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.]

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1781

The following members attended from the State of

New HampsMre,
Mr. [Samuel] Livermore,

Massachusetts,

Mr. [James] Lovell,

[George] Partridge,

[Samuel] Osgood,

Rhode Island,

Mr. [Daniel] Mowiy,
[James Mitchell] Varnum,

Connecticut,

Mr. [Richard] Law,
New Jersey,

Mr. [Abraham] Clark,

[Eli as] Boudinot,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery,
[Samuel John] Atlee,

T[homas] Smith,
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South Carolina,

Mr. [Arthur] Middletown,

[John] Mathews,

[Thomas] Bee,

[Nicholas] Eveleigh,

[Isaac] Motte,

Georgia,

Ih. [Edward] Telfair,

N[oble] W[imberly] Jones.

Maryland,

Mr. [John] Hanson,

[Daniel of St. Thomas]

Jenifer,

[Daniel] Carroll,

Virginia,

Mr. [James] ^Madison,

[Edmund] Randolph,

Jo[seph] Jones,

North Carolina,

Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins,

Their credentials being read, Congress proceeded to the

election of a President; and the ballots being taken, the

hon'"'^ John Hanson was elected.

Credentials of delegates from the State of Newhampshire to

Georgia inclusive (New York excepted) read in Congi'ess November
5th, 1781.1

State of New
j

j^ Council January Wi 1781
Hampshire

J

Whereas by a Vote of the Council and Assembly of this State of

the 27» of Jime last the Hon*'!" Maj'' General John Sullivan and

George Atkinson Esq'' were chosen Delegates to represent this State

in the Continental Congress for the Term of one year from and after

the first day of November then next. Since which time the said

George Atkinson Esq'' hath declined to accept of said trust. And
it appearing Necessary that there should be two Delegates from this

State at Congress as much of the time as possible.

Therefore, Voted that Samuel Livermore and Benjamin Bellows

Esq^ be, and they hereby are chosen Delegates to represent this

State in Congress for the Term of one year from the date hereof unless

sooner recalled or relieved by order of this State ^\-ith all the powera

and privileges heretofore given to any Delegates of this State at

Congress. One of them as they shall agree to repair to Congress as

soon as may be. And whenever General Sullivan (now at Congress)

shall signify his desire of returning home, or should be recalled by

' Beginning with this day, the credentials were no longer spread upon the Journals,

but were entered in a separate book, Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 179,

Record of Credentiak.

The originals of the credentials read this day are in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, Credentiah of Delegates,
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order of this State, That then the other of said Delegates Imediately

go forward and supply his place. And the said John Sullivan,

Samuel Livermore and Benjamin Bellows, or either of them or any

Two of them, in the absence of the other, or others, are hereby fully

authorized and impowered to appear as agent, or agents for tlus State

before Congi'ess or any Court or Commissioners appointed by Con-

gress, to hear and determine any or all the disputes between New
Hampshire, New York, Massachusetts and the Inhabitants of a

certain district known by the name of the New Hamjishire Grants.

Sent down for Concurrence. E. Thompson Sed^

In the house of Representatives Jan''^ 19'? 1781

The foregoing Vote was read and Concurred.

W-? Whipple Speak'' P T
Copy Examin'd by E. Thompson Sed^

[Massachusetts]

Council Chamber June 25"' 1781
Sir

I am directed to Inform you of your Election on Friday last, by the

joint Ballot of the Honble Senate and House of Representatives as

a Delegate to serve in Congress of the United States for one Year, to

commence on the first Monday of November next

I am Sir with every Sentiment of esteem Your Honors very humble
Serv^

John Avert Secy

Honble James Lovell Esq?

'

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

I certify That at the annual Election of Officers for the State afore-

said held at New])ort on the First Wednesday in May last The Hon'ble

William Ellery, Ezekiel Cornell, Daniel Mowiy and James Mitchel

Vamum Esquires wei'e chosen Delegates to represent the said State

in the Congress of the United States of America for One Year.

Witness my Hand this Thirtieth

Day of June A. D. 1781 and in

the Fifth Year of Independence.

Henry Ward Seciry

\ The same credentials, mutatis mutandis, to George Partridge and Samuel Osgood.
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At a General Assembly of the Governor and Company of tlie State

of Connecticut holden at Hartford in said State on the second Thurs-

day of May A Dom 1781.

This dat being appointed by the Law of this State for the Choice

of Delegates to represent this State at the Congress of the

Seal United States Proclamation was now made and then the

Votes of the Freemen were given in to the Persons appointed

by the Assembly to receive Sort and coimt them and declare the

Names of the Persons legally Chosen to the Office aforementioned,

which Persons so appointed were Abraham Davenport Esq^ M'' Chester,

Cap' Parsons Col" Worthington Docf Mead M"" Felck andW Hezekiah

Fitch who were sworn to a faithfull Discharge of that Trust.

And the votes of the Freemen being brought in sorted and Counted

Samuel Huntington Esq?, OUver Elsworth Esq? Richard Law Esq?,

Ohver Wolcott Esq? Jesse Root Esq? Benjamin Himtington Esq?,

Andrew Adams Esq? were elected and pubUckly declared to be Dele-

gates, to represent this State in the Congress of the United States

according to Law.
A true Copy from the public

Records of the State of Connecticut

Examin?
By George Wtllys Secrety,

State of New Jersey NovI 2! 1781

The CouncU and Assembly met in Joint Meeting at Trenton, and
proceeded to the election of five Delegates to represent this State in

Congress and the Votes being taken, The honorable

Abraham Clark
William Churchill Houston
Jonathan Elmer
Elias Boudinot and
Silas Condict Esquires were duly elected.

Resolved therefore That the said Abraham Clark, William Churchill

Houston, Jonathan Elmer, Elias Boudmot and Silas Condict Esquires,

or any two or more of them be impowered to represent and vote in

behalf of this State in the Congress of the United States of North
America from the fifth day of November next until the fifth day of

November in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and
eighty two, unless a new Appointment shall sooner take place. It is

Nevertheless expected that three of the Delegates do constantly

attend in Congress unless prevented by sickness or other accident.

B3' Order of Joint Meeting
Jn? Stevens, Chairman.
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State of Pennsylvania.

In General Assembly,
Thursday 23'^ November 1780 A. M.

Resolved, That the number of Delegates to represent this State in

Congress, for the ensuing year, be five.

Tiie House then proceeded to the election of the Delegates afore-

said; and the ballots being taken it appeared, that the honorable

Joseph Montgomery, Samuel Atlee, George (-lymer, Henry Wynkoop
and Thomas Smith, (of the county of Bedford) Esquires, were duly

elected and chosen.
Extract from the Minutes,

Samuel Sterett, Clerh.

In the General Assembly of the
Delaware State, at New Castle,

Saturday, A. M. Fehruary 10. 1781.

The Council and House of Assembly, having met in the State-House,

agreeable to the Order of the Daj-, proceeded, by joint Ballot, to the

Election of Delegates to represent this State in the Congress of the

United States of America, for the ensuing year, and the Box contain-

ing the Ballots being examined, The Honorable Thomas Rodney,
Thomas M^Kean and Nicholas Vandyke, Esquires, are declared duly

elected.

Extract from the Minutes,

Ja^ Booth Clk of Assemlly *

Maryland, Annapolis 3 Feb. 1781.

We hereby certify that John Hanson, Daniel of S^ Thomas Jenifer,

Daniel Carroll and Richard Potts Esquires are elected Delegates to

represent this State in Congress for the Year One thousand seven

hundred and Eighty one.

Ja. Maccubbin 01. Sen.

F. Green CI Ho Del.

Virginia to wit,

In General Assembly
Thursday the 74? June 1781.

Resolved that James Madison, Edmund Randolph, Joseph Jones,

Theodorick Bland and John Blair Esquires be appointed Delegates to

represent this Commonwealth in Congress, for one Year from the first

' Delaware is not mentioned in the Journal as attending November 5, but the cre-

dentials are entered in the Papers of tin; Conlinental Congress No. 179, Record oj

CredentiaU, as having been read on that day.
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Monday in November next; the^- having been so elected by joint

ballot of both Houses of Assembly.

,^. ,. Aechibald Cart Sp: Senate
^ '^ Benjamin Harrison Sp: H. D.

A Copy,

John Becklet C. H. D.

The State of North Carolina to William Sharpe Samuel Johnston

Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins esquires

Whereas it appears on Record that you the said Wilham Sharpe,

Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkios at a

Session of the General Assembly held at Wake Court House in the

said State in the Months of June and July in this present Year were

each of j'ou duly elected Delegates for one Year to represent the said

State in the Congress of the United States of America: that is to sa}'

you the said William Sharpe, Samuel Johnston and Eplu-aim Brevard

on the twelfth day of July and you the said Benjamin Hawkins on the

Fourteenth day of the same month.

These are therefore to make known, that you the said WiUiam
Sharpe, Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins

or anj' two or more of you are fully and duly authorised as Delegates

to represent the said State for one j-ear from the date of your Election

when and wheresoever the said United States shall assemble or be

assembled ia Congress, and to advise, confer, debate, resolve and

determine for and in behalf of the said State upon all matters and

things which shall come before the said United States in Congress

assembled agreably to the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual

Union made and ratified between the said United States and not

inconsistent mth the Constitution and Laws of the Said State of

North Carolina.

Witness Thomas Burke esquire, Governor, Captain General and

Commander in Chief of the Said State under his Hand and the Great

Seal of the Said State at Williamsborough in the County of Gran-

ville the thirteenth day of August Anno Dom 17S1, and in the Sixth

Year of our Independence.
Tho® Burke

[With the Great Seal appendant]
By His Excellency's Command

Jn? Huske, Secretary.
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South Carolina.

By his Excellency John Rutledge, Esquke, Governor and Com-
mander in chief of the said State.

To the Honorable Henry Laurens, Arthur Middleton, John Mathewes,

Thomas Bee, Francis Kinloch, Isaac Motte and Nicholas Eve-
leigh Esquires, Greeting,

Know ye, that by and with the advice and consent of the Privy

CouncU and by virtue of the power and authority in me vested, by
the Constitution of this State, and by an Ordinance entitled "an
Ordinance for the better Security and Defence of this State during

the recess of the General Assembly," I have Constituted and Ap-
pointed, and, by these presents, do Constitute and Appoint, you the

said Henry Laurens, Arthur Middleton, John Mathewes, Thomas Bee,

Francis Kinloch, Isaac Motte and Nicholas Eveleigh, Delegates of

this State to the Honorable Continental Congress, to meet in Con-

gress on the first Monday in November next—hereby authorizing and
empowering You, or any Two of You, to represent this State, in the

said Congress, for One Year next ensuing the Day abovementionod,

unless you, or any of you, shaU be recalled, and Others nominated, in

the room of such of you as shall be recalled, witliin that time, by the

Legislative or Executive Authority of tliis State—In wliich case, this

Nomination shall thereupon Cease, as to Such of You as shall be so

recalled.—And I do hereby Grant to You, or any Two of You, as

Delegates aforesaid, every Power and Authority, which it may be
requisite or necessary, for a Member in Congress to Have or Exercise,

as fully to all intents and purposes, as if the same was herein specially

and particularly set forth.

Given under my Hand, and the Great Seal, at the High liills of

Santee, tliis fourth day of October, in the Year of our Lord One
Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty One, and in the Sixth Year of

American Independence.
J. Rutledge. Seal

State ofl

Georgia.) The People of the State of Georgia, by the
[Signed]

Nathan Brownson, Grace of God Free and Independent
[with thegreatBealappendant,] To all to whom those presents shall come,
send Greeting

Whereas the General iVssembly did at their last Meeting held at

Augusta in the County of Richmond in the said State on the Seven-
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teenth day of August Instant, nominate and appoint the Honorable

Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberly Jones, WilKam Few and Samuel

Stirk Esq" to represent the same in the Assembly of the United States

of America in General Congress, to continue in Office until the firet

Tuesday in January Next, and from thence until others shall be

legally appointed. Now theeefore know ye that in pursuance of

such nomination and appointment, We do by these presents, Com-
missionate the said Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberly Jones, William

Few, and Samuel Stirk Esq" Delegates to represent this our State,

in the said General Assembly of the United States of America in Con-

gress assembled, and do hereby authorize them, and each of them, to

hold, and exercise, all the powers and Authorities to the Office, or

place of Delegate belonging, by virtue of the Constitution of this

State, the Confederation of the United States, and the Nomination

and Appointment aforesaid. In Testimony whereof we have caused

the Great Seal of this our State to be hereunto affixed. Witness
Nathan Brownson Esq. Captain general Governor and Commander
in Chief of the said State at Augusta the Twenty Seventh day of

August in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and
Eighty one, and in the Sixth Year of our Independence.

A letter, of 27 October, from General Washington, was
read:

^

Ordered, That it be referred to the delegates of Georgia.

A letter, of August 9th, from J. de Neuville & Sons, was

read, with sundry papers enclosed

:

Ordered, That they be referred to the secretary of foreign

affairs.

A letter, of 19 October, from the Count de Grasse, was
read."

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 309. It

is printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford), IX, 393.

2 A letter of November 1st from Major General Heath was read, the indorsement

states. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 375.

The Journal no longer records the fact of adjournment, or of committee appoint-

ments. Beginning with this date, the committee appointments are entered in a book

kept for that purpose: Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 186, Committee Book.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1781

Sundry committees were appointed.'

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1781

On report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] Car-

roll, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [John] Mathews, to whom were

refeiTed a memorial of Daniel Clarke in behalf of Oliver

Pollock, and a letter of 17 September, from James Seagrove,

respecting advances made by Don Galvez to Oliver Pollock,

for the service of the United States,

Ordered, That there be passed in the books of the treasury,

to the credit of Oliver Pollock, continental agent at New
Orleans, in addition to the credit of the 6th of February last,

the sum of twenty-one thousand four hundred and nineteen

dollars and seventy-eight ninetieths of a dollar in specie, to

bear an interest of six per cent, per annum, from the 6th of

February last, until paid: and that the superintendant of

finance be, and hereby is directed not to pay any part of the

sums aforesaid to Oliver Pollock or his agents, until advice

is received from Don Galvez of the sums by him advanced to

the said Oliver Pollock, for the service of the United States,

and what measures have been taken by the said O. Pollock

for reimbursing the said sums.^

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing order, and of that

of the 6th of February, together with the letter of 22 July

1780, from his excellency Don Galvez, and the letter of 17

September, from J. Seagrove, be transmitted to the superin-

tendant of finance, and that he report the draft of a letter to

Don Galvez:

' A petition of John Clark was read and referred to Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. T[homas]

Smith and Mr. [Thomas] Bee according to the indorsement. It is in the Papers of the

Conlinenlal Congress, No. 42, II, folio 150.

A letter from Col. John Laurens was read on this day, as the indorsement states. It

is in the Papers 0/ the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 271.

2 This order, as an extract from the minutes, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 50, folio 323.
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On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by JNIr.

[Elias] Boudinot,

Resolved, That the secretary of foreign affau-s be directed

to prepare a sketch of emblems of the alliance between his

Most Christian Majesty and the United States, proper to be

inscribed on the marble column to be erected in the town of

York, under the resolution of 29 day of October last.

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund]
Randolph, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] Var-

num, Mr. [Daniel] Can'oll, to whom was referred the letter

of 27 October, from General Washington:

The Committee to whom the letter of the 27'? from Geni Washing-
ton with its enclosures was referred, report the following resolutions

:

Resolved, That Congress approve of the early and unremitted

attention of Gen! Washington to the Uberation of North Carolina and
South Carolina of the Southern States from the power of the enemy,
by the attack which he meditated, upon Wilmington and -Charlcstown

and of his communication of the success of the aUied arms to the

foreign ministers of the United States.

Resolved, That an elegant sword be presented, in the name
of the United States in Congress assembled, to Colonel

Hiunpliiy, aid de camp of General Washington, to whose
care the standards, taken under the capitulation of York
were consigned, as a testunony of their opinion of his fidelity

and ability : and that the Board of W^ar take order therein.

Your Committee purpose to suspend their report, touching the

nuhtary chest, until they can consult with the Commander in Cliief .'

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report be

postponed.

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to the hon-

orable Thomas McKean, late President of Congress, in testi-

mony of their approbation of his conduct in the chair, and in

the execution of public business.

' Tliis report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 367. The first paragraph was pa£8ed November 22.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1781

An ordinance respecting captui-es by water was taken into

consideration, and some progi-ess being made, the farther

consideration thereof was postponed.

On a report from the Board of War:

War Office Nov. 7. 1781.

Sm,
The Board have the honor to inform Congress that two Persons,

the one stiling himself John Ikloody the other Lawrence Marr, who
confess themselves soldiers enhsted in the British Service, and by
their Examinations herewith presented appear to fall under every

description necessary to designate their being spies, have been appre-

hended and committed bj^ the Hon''!*' The Chief Justice of Pennsil-

vania to the State Prison. By the Resolution of the 17'? April 1778

the Board are empowered to order and appoint General Courts

Martial "for trying officers and others under arrest agreeabl}' to the

Rules and Articles of War in the Place where Congress shall sit, and
that the said Courts report their Proceedings to the Commander in

Chief." As this Power seems to be delegated for Purposes confined

to those in the service of the United States, and does not expressly

reach the case of Spies, the Board hesitate to act under it in the case

stated without the farther orders of Congress and therefore thought

it necessary to report,

Resolved, That the Board of War take order for the trial,

and in case of condemnation, for the execution of any persons

falling under the description and character of spies, appre-

hended in the place where Congress shall sit, in the same
manner and with the same powers for this pmpose, with

those vested in the Commander in Chief by the rules and
articles of war.^

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 423.

A petition of John Rowan and seven others, privateain South Carolina regiments,

dated November G, 1781, was read, as the indorHement shows, and referred lo the

Board of War. It ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 457.

Also one of Anthony [Antoinc] Fcli.x Wuibert, which was referred to the Board of

War. ItiainNo. 42, VIII, folio 241.

Also a letter of the 5i h from Robert Morris, Superintendent of Finance, which was
referred to Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Abraham] Clark and Mr. [Edmund] Randolph.

It is in No. 137, I, folio 215.

Also a letter of November 3d from Major General Heath, enclosing letters of October

29 and 30 from Major General Lord Stirling. It is iu No. .157, folio 38i.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1781

On a report from the Board of War:

War Office November 8"'. 1781.

SlE,

At the request of Major Barber who holds that rank in the Army
of the United States and hath served in the Light Infantry under

the command of the Marquis De la Fayette this Campaign in which

he was wounded and is now in this City on his way home entirely

destitute of cash, having received no pay for more than twenty

months,

The Board recommend the following Resolution

:

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favoui- of Major Barber, for one month's

pay, for which he is to be accountable/

A letter of 8 from Major General R. Howe, being read: ^

On motion of Mi\ [James Mitchell] Varnum, seconded by

Mr. [Edward] Telfair,

Ordered, That the Board of War, without delay, cause

such depositions to be taken, to be laid before the com't of

enquiry, upon the conduct of Major General R. Howe, as the

delegates of Georgia and Major General Howe shall request,

and that the depositions be transmitted to Major General

Heath.

On motion of Mi'. [Elias] Boudinot, seconded by Mr. [James

Mitchell] Varnum,

Resolved, That the Board of War take order to prevent

the officers prisoners of war under the capitulation of York,

who have permission to go by land to New York, from

travelling at large thr-ough the country, and from remaining

longer out of the enemy's lines, than may be necessary for

their journey.^

' Thia report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 431.

2 Thia letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. IfiO, folio 523.

»A memorial, dated November 3, of sundry officers of the Pennsylvania line, on the

half pay establishment, was read thia day and referred to the Board of War, as the
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1781

On a report from the Board of War, to whom was referred

a memorial of I\Ii-. Jacob Schreiber:

At a Board of War November 7"'. 1781.

Present W Peters

General Cornell

The Board have been honored with a reference of a memorial from

M"' Jacob Schreiber who claims the appointment of a Captain of Engi-

neers from an authorit}' given him by General Lincoln to act as such

in Charlestown. We transmit a copy of General Lincoln's Warrant
for the Inspection of Congress by which it will appear that M'' Schrei-

ber resigned his Commission of a Lieutenant of Artillery in order to

undertake the duties of an Engineer with the rank of Captain. It

appeal's to the Board but just that M"" Schreiber should receive the

pa}' having done the duty of an Engineer, and therefore we gave him
a warrant for six months' nominal pay as a prisoner captivated at

Charlestown. This warrant he alledges his necessities induced him
to part with at a less sum than it was worth; but no allowance can

be made on this account, lest endless claims and confusion should

ensue. It does not appear to the Board that his services are abso-

lutely requisite in the Corps of Engineers and therefore it might be

as well to grant him the liberty he requests of going home and for

this purpose it will be necessary for Congress to resolve,

Ordered, That the comptroller cause the accounts of Mr.

Jacob Schi-eiber to be adjusted upon the same principles

with those directed for the officers of Hazen's regiment,

allowing him the pay of a captam of engineers from the

2d day of March, 1780:

That Ml". Schreiber have leave to depai't for Europe, as

Congi'ess, though conscious of his merit, have no means of

employing him in the rank he requires:

indorsement states. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II,

folio 449.

A letter of October 31 from General Washington was read, aa the indorsement states,

and referred to Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery and Mr.

[Jamea] Lovell. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 3C5,

and in printed in The Writings of Washington (Ford) IX, 403.

8C.i81!°—VOL 21—12 22
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That it be referred to the superintendant of finance to

pay Mr. Sckreiber such sum as will enable him to return to

Europe, and that loan office certificates be delivered him for

the residue of the balance which shall, on settlement, appear

to be due to him from the United States.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel]

Osgood, Mr. [Abraham] Clark and Mr. [Edmund] Randolph,

to whom were refeiTed a letter of 28 August, and one of

7 [5] instant from the superintendant of finance

:

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the 5"" of

November 1781 with its enclosures from the Superintendant of

finance, report, in part, as follows:

Resolved, That so much of the resolution of the 2^ instant,

as declares, "that certificates which may be given by the

Quartermaster general or other Officers properly authorised

to give them for supplies that shall be hereafter furnished,

shall be accepted in payment of the quotas of money thereby

assigned to the several states," be and hereby is repealed.

The Committee beg leave to inform Congress, that they have made
no report, touching the repeal of those parts of the resolution, which

relate to the future adjustment of payments under the requisition

of the 2""* instant, and certificates, to be received in discharge of

former requisitions: as they are opposed to the repeal thereof.

-

On motion of Mi". [Benjamin] Hawkins, seconded by Mr.

[Thomas] Bee,

Resolved, That letters to and from the secretary for foreign

affairs be carried free of postage.

The Committee to whom were referred the memorial and papers of

Major John Clark beg leave to report as their opinion;

That the claim of Major Clark for depreciation on his pay cannot

be determined upon with propriety till that of other officers in a like

situation shall be taken up by Congress.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 427.

* This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 337.
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That the secret services performed by ilajor Clark are of a nature

similar to what other officers must have performed for the Commander
in Chief of the army who alone can properly judge of the degree and
peculiar merit and recompence of them.'

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1781

The ordinance respecting captures, was taken into con-

sideration and debated."

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1781

On motion of Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr.

J[oseph] Jones,

Ordered, That the Pi-esident write to the executives of the

states, requesting the attendance of delegates from such

states as are not represented, and urging the necessity of

sending forward and keeping up a representation in Congi'ess

for conducting the affairs of the United States.

A motion was made by the delegates of Virginia,

That the first Tuesday of December next, be assigned for

the consideration of the report of the committee, to whom
were referred the cessions of New York, Virginia, Connecti-

cut, and the petitions of the Indiana, Vandalia, Illionois, and
Wabash companies.

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Smith, seconded by
Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum, to amend, by adding, "pro-

vided that eleven states shall be then represented."

' This report, in the writing of James Lovell, is in the Papers of the ContinerUat

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 573. It was made on the 9th and read on the 12th aa the

indoiseraent shows.

On thi.s day a memorial of Joseph Ward, dated October 18, 1781, was referred to

the Board of War, as the indorsement shows. It is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 41, X, folio 582.

Also a letter of Daniel Brodhead, dated October 28; it is in No. 78, IV, folio 183.

Also a letter of Thomas McKean, dated on this date; it is in No. 78, XVI, folio 269.

Also a letter, of Augunt 14, from John de Neufville & Son; it is in Nc. 145, folio 79.

' On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a letter of the Superintendent
of Finance, dated November 9, 1781. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 137, I, folio 223.

Also a letter of November 8th from Major General Heath. It is in No. 157, folio 395
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On the question to agree to the amendment, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,

Massachusetts
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On a report of the Board of War on a memorial of Lieu-

tenant Colonel Weibert:

War Office November 13'!" 1781.
Sm,
The Board have considered the memorial of Lieut. Col. Weibert and

examined hia credentials by which it appears that this Gentleman's

claim to the Commission he reqiures, under the resolution of the H""
of Au^st 1776 is well founded, and as he has done and suffered much
for this Country and its cause we are of opinion that a Commission
should issue to him and that it would be right and proper for Con-
gress should they agree in opinion with us to resolve,

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general for three months' pay and subsistence

in favour of Lieutenant Colonel Weibert of the corps of

engineers.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund]
Randolph, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, ap-

pointed to prepare the form of notice to be given to the

legislative or executive authority of the State of Connecticut,

on the petition from the supreme executive council of Pen-

sylvania, respecting a dispute between the two states:

Congress agi'eed to the following resolutions

:

Whereas the president and supreme executive council of

the State of Pensylvania, have presented a petition to the

United States in Congress assembled, stating, that a con-

troversy has long subsisted between the said State of Pensyl-

vania and the State of Connecticut, respecting sundry lands

lying within the northern boundary of the State of Pensyl-

vania, and praying for a hearing, in pursuance of the 9th

article of the Confederation:

Resolved, That the fourth jMonday in June next, be assigned

for the appearance of the said states of Pensylvania and
Connecticut, by their lawful agents, at the place in which

Congress shall then be sitting.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 435.
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Bcsolvod, Thatrthc Suprcmc -Exccutivo-CouDcil -of thcStatoof -Ponfi-

sylytinia cause the following notice tof^cthcr with a Copy of the 'Said

Petition to bo duly-servod on the Legislative authority of the Statc-of

Connecticut by the delivery thereof - to the Governor of Connecticut,

and that-an affidavit of -the time and place of acrving the same be

noxt -in the office of the Secretary of Congress.

Resohed, That the form of the notice be as follows, to be

transmitted by the secretary agi-eeably to the Ai'ticles of

Confederation:

By the United States in Congress assembled, in the city of

Philadelphia, on the 14th day of November, in the year

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one,

and in the sixth year of independence

:

To the legislative authority of the State of Connecticut:

It is hereby made known, that pm'suant to the ninth article

of the Confederation, the supreme executive council of the

State of Pensylvania, have presented a petition to Congress,

stating that a controversy has long subsisted between the

said State of Pensylvania, and the State oi Connecticut,

respecting sundry lands lying on the oaat branch of the river

Susquehanna in the uorthcnBt part of tlio county of North

ampton within [within the northern boundary] of the said

State of Pensylvania, and praying for a hearing in pm'suance

of the ninth article of the Confederation; and that the [4th

Monday in June] next, is assigned for the appearance of the

said States of Pensylvania and Connecticut, by theh* lawful

agents, at the place in which Congress shall then sit, to pro-

ceed in the premises as by the said Confederation is dh-ected.

By order of Congi-ess,

Charles Thomson, Secretary}

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, except the words in brackets

in the last paragraph, which are in Charles Thomson's hand, is in the Papers of the



November, 1781 1117

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1781

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel]

Carroll, ]\Ir. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. N[oble] W[imberly] Jones,

to whom was referred a letter from the officers returned from

Charlestown

:

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the officers of

the South Carolina and Georgia line, report the fol]o^vin(::,

Resolved, That Confjress will reimburse the expences incurred by
the officers returned from Captivity, on their removal from Charles

Town to Philadelphia.

Ordered, That the said letter be referred to the superin-

tendant of finance, to take order for the discharge of three

months' subsistance, in addition to the pay ordered by the

resolve of Congress of 29 September last

:

That the comptroller settle the accounts of the officers

from Charlestown, for the expences incurred by them on
their removal to Philadelphia.

Resolved, That the Board of War supply the officers with such

cloathinj; as the public stores will admit on account of the states to

which they belong.'

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1781

Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, a delegate for Connecticut, attended,

and took his seat.

On a report from the Board of War, to whom was refeiTed

a motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,

ConiinenUil Congress, No. 20, II, folio 133. The paragraph is entered in the Journal

by George Bond.

A letter, of November 12, from Decoutures Lahais, was read and referred to the

Board of War, as the indorsement shows. It is in the Papers of the Continental Con-
gress, No. 78, XII, folio 197.

Also a letter, of October 29, from General Schuyler. It is in No. 153, III, folio .581.

Also a letter, of November 8th, from Major Generalllcath. It is in No. 157, folio 399.

' This report, in the wrilins; of Daniel Carroll, in in the Papers 0/ the Conlincidal

Congress, No. 20, II, folio 411.

A letter, of November 9th, from Major General Iloath, was read on this or an approxi-

mate date. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 157, folio 411.
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War Office November 15"^. 1781.

Sm,
The Board have Considered the motion referred to them by Con-

gress on the lO**" of October last and beg leave to observe that it

appears to them that the present mode of drawing warrants for the

pay of the Army is pregnant with many and great e^v-ils and if con-

tinued will finally so derange and confuse the army accounts in the

Pajonaster General's office as to render a settlement almost imprac-

ticable if not impossible. We therefore submit the following resolu-

tion:

Resolved, That in future no warrant issue in favour of offi-

cers or soldiers in actual service, for pay or subsistance, but

by the Commander in Chief, or the commanding officer of a

seperate army.^

A motion was made by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, seconded

by Mr. [Thomas] Bee,

That General Washington be directed to extend his atten-

tion to the farther relief of the southern states, and that he

either lead thither such part of the main army, as he may
think expedient, or if he should judge his presence there

unnecessary, that he detach such additional reinforcements

to General Greene, with cannon, artillery, and stores requisite,

as may enable him to act offensively, and with such vigour as

to afford a prospect of conquest in that quarter, or at least

of expelling the enemy from thence during the ensuing winter,

whilst northern operations are impracticable.^

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton,

New Hampshire,



ay

ay
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New Jersey,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Montgomery,

Atlee,

Smith,

Maryland,

Mr. Hanson,

Carroll,

Virginia,

Mr. Madison,

Randolph,

So it passed in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,
seconded by Mr. [George] Partridge,

That it be resolved, that (he resolution of 25 of May
last, establishing a general rule of promotion, precludes the

United States in Congress assembled, from promoting any
officer, on account of extraordinary merit or eminent serv-

ices, contrary to the rule of succession therein mentioned.

And on the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum,

November, 1781
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So it passed in the negative.

The report of a committee, consisting of iVIr. [James Mitch-

ell] Varnum, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery and Mr. [James]

Lovell, to whom was referred the letter of 31 October last,

from General Washington, with letters from Brigadier Gen-

eral du Portail, was taken into consideration, and on the

first proposition, that in consideration of the eminent serv-

ices of Brigadier General Ejiox, commanding officer of the

artillery of the United States, and particularly of his meri-

torious conduct in the siege of York, in the State of Virginia;

he be promoted to the rank of major general:

The previous question was moved by the states of South

Carolina and Georgia; and the yeas and nays required

thereon,

New HampsMre,
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Resolved, That the Board of War arrange the officers of

the South Carohna and Georgia lines, agreeably to the estab-

lishment of the army, adopted on the 3d day of October,

1780, and in such manner as the lines of other states have

been arranged.

At a Boabo of War November 15"' 1781.

Present M"" Pet«rs

General Cornell

The Board have considered the memorial of the deranged Penn-

sylvania officers referred to them by Congress. Notwithstanding the

arguments made use of by those gentlemen we cannot be convinced

that considering the inadequate means Congress have to carry on the

War it is practicable to pay any but those in actual ser\-ice at this

time and even these but very partiaUy. We conceive that there is a

wide tUstinction between gentlemen liberated from service and those

Uable to be caUed on duty at a moment's warning. The former have

it in their power to pursue their private business but the latter depend

entirely on the appointments they expect from the pubUc. If the

State of Pennsylvania have made a law subjecting their deranged

officers to be called into service as a condition on which they are to

receive their half pay or on any other tenns we do not conceive it

can possibly be executed so as to entitle them to be placed again in

the line of the federal army. This would be contraiy to the letter

and spirit of the resolutions of Congress and would tend to convulse

the whole Army. The monies paid to the officers of the Pennsylvania

Line were dra"mi for agreeable to resolution of the 28"' February

1781, calling for part of the four tenths to pay the lines of the respec-

tive States. The deranged officers not being in the Lines no warrants

. could be granted to them, tho' the pay is certainly due to them, and

if Congress can fall upon ways and means to satisfy the deranged

officers of every State, we shall be happy to put in execution any
directions they may give us. But to pay those of one State and not

the rest vnR be introductory' of so much complaint, that we cannot

recommend a comphance with the desire of the memorialists, tho' we
have the best opinion of their personal merits.*

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 445. It

is indorsed November 16 and was presumably read this day.

On October 27 the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts passed

resolutions instructing the Delegates in Congress for Massachusetts to use their influence
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1781

Mr. [William] EUery and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, two dele-

gates for Rhode-Island, attended and took their seats.

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr.

[Thomas] Smith,

Resolved, That Richard Peters, esq. be authorised and

requested to continue to exercise the duties of the war

department, until the secretary at war shall enter upon the

execution of his office.^

in order that instructions be sent to the ministers appointed to negotiate a peace

to insist upon the exercise of the right of Massachusetts to the fisheries. This instruc-

tion was probably presented to Congress November 17 and referred to a committee

comprised of Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll and Mr. [James] Madison. It

ifl indorsed: "Mr. Lovell, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Madison, November 17, 1781." It is in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 74, folio 189.

' A memorial of Celerin Brossard was read. It is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 41, I, folio 379. The report of the Committee of the Week, in the writ-

ing of James Mitchell Varnum, that Brossard's petition to exchange paper money for

gold and silver cannot be granted, is indorsed on his memorial.

Also a letter from F. Bremar, on which is indorsed the report of the Committee of

the Week, in the writing of Thomas Bee, that it be referred to the Board of Wa"-. It

is in No. 78, IV, folio 269.

Also one from William Bingham. It is in No. 78, IV, folio 273.

Under date November 16 Caspar Green made a petition to Congress. By tho

indorsement it appears that the Committee of the Week reported on November 19 that

it could not be complied with at that time. The petition and report are in No. 42,

III, folio 240.

A letter of November 14 from John Ross was read this day and ordered to lie upon
the table, according to the indorsement. It is in No. 78, XIX, folio 423, and the

report of the Committee of the Week, that hi.s petition i.s inadmissible, is indorsed on
it, in the writing of James Mitchell Varnum.

A letter of tho 17th from the Superintendant of Finance was read and referred to Mr.

[Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, according to

the indorsement. It is in No. 137, I, folio 233.

A letter of November 4th from General Washington was read, according to the indorse-

ment, and referred to the Board of War. It is in No. 152, X, folio 383.

Also a letter of November 14lh from Major General Heath. It is in No. 157, folio 415.

Also a letter of November 19th from Major General Duportail. It is in No. 164,

folio 354.

Also a letter of May ist from John de Neufville & Son; it ia in No. 145, folio 59.



1124 Journals of Congress

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1781

On a report of the Board of War to whom was referred a

memorial of F. Bremar

:

War Office Novemler 20'" 1781.

The Board having taken into consideration the memorial of T.

Bremar Esq. late deputy Commissary of musters in the Southern

Department, referred to them from Congress and beg leave to observe

that the case of this gentleman is in every particular sunilar to that

of Lieut. Colonel Massey late Muster Master of that Army, who has

received three months' effective pay by the resohition of the 28'?

September last, and as the Board conceive that the services and mis-

fortunes of the memorialist entitle him to the same distinctions, that

have been shown to Colonel Massey they beg leave to recommend
the following resolution

:

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the

paymaster general in favour of F. Bremar, Esquire, late

deputy muster master to the southern army for three months'

pay on account, for which sum he is to be accountable.'

On a report of the Board of W^ar, on an application of

Lieutenant Jenkins:

At a Board of War November 16"', 1781.
Present, M' Peters

General Cornell

Lieutenant Jenkins hath applied to the Board agreeable to his

orders of wliich the enclosed is a copy and hath presented the enclosed

copy of a petition to the Assembly of Connecticut the prayer whereof

he alledges was not complied with.

It appears reasonable to the Board that the State of Connecticut

should settle the depreciation of those officers and soldiers pay as

they are part of that State's quota at this time, and incorporated in

one of their Regiments; unless that State acknowledges them the

Board are at a loss to know on what principles they are accounted as

part of their quota having never been at any expence in recruiting

or paying their bounties. It is needless to say more than that they

are soldiers and inhabitants of the United States and the only reason

that induces the Board to think the State of Connecticut ought to

' This report 18 in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 453.
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make g;ood their depreciation, is their being in the service of that

State.

If Congress should be of opinion that the depreciation ought to be

settled by Connecticut they will please to resolve

—

That it be recommended to the State of Connecticut to settle the

depreciation of the pay of those officers and soldiers of the Inde-

pendent Companies raised at Wioming who are now in service, and
incorporated in the Regiments of that State on the same principles

adopted by them for the officers and soldiers of their Line.'

Resolved, That the two independent companies raised by
Captains Durkee and Ransom, be considered as part of the

quota of troops of the State of Connecticut, in whose regi-

ments they are incorporated; provided the said State settle

with them for the depreciation on their pay; and that it be

recommended to the said State of Connecticut, to settle the

depreciation of their pay upon the same principles adopted

by them for the officers and soldiers of their line.

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Ezekiel]

Cornell, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll,

to whom was referred a letter of 17 November, from [the]

superintendant of finance

:

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the Agent of

Marine of the l?'.*" of November 1781 respecting the institution of

Courts of Inquiry report as follows:

That by the resolution of the T'? of February 1781, constituting the

Secretaryship of Marine, the Secretary derives no power to institute

a Court of Inquir}', cither from special words, or from the reference

to the resolution of the 28"' of October 1779, estabhsliing a Board of

Admiralty since that Board derived their authority on tliis subject

from a resolution of the 8'? of February 1780.

That the Agent of Marine is not authorized to exercise the powera

of the Board of Admiralty in this respect as they were not delegated

to him by special words, nor was there a general transfer of the

powers of that Board to the Agent of Marine, Whereupon

:

Resolved, That the powers vested by the resolutions of the

8 of February, 1780, in the Board of Admiralty and navy
' Thia report is iu ihe Papers of the Continenlal Congress, No. 148, II, folio 457.
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board respectively, in case of the loss of any ship or vessel

of war in the service of the United States, be vested in the

secretary of marine ; or until he be appointed and enter upon

the execution of his office, in the agent of marine; except

that neither the secretary nor agent of marine shall be author-

ised to sit in any court of enquiry.

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the secretary or agent

of marine, to transmit to the United States in Congi'ess

assembled, the proceedings of any court of inquiiy boldcn

under the said I'Giaolution with bis own proeocdinga in

oonGcquonoc tboi'oof - a ia well aa thoao of courts-martial pre-

vious to the execution of any capital sentence which may be

awarded.

Resolved, That the powers and duties hereby assigned to

the secretary or agent of marine, be assigned to the superin-

tendant of finance, to be exercised by him until such secre-

tary or agent of marine shall be appointed.'

Resolved, That the Board of War cause to be delivered to the order

of the delegates of North Carolina, with all possible dispatch, one

thousand muskets of those lately taken from the enemy in Virginia,

which together with the order given for the like number by the

Board on General Knox, when received, is to be considered as the

completion of the resolution of the 26tt of April last, so far as respects

the said State.

Resolved That the Board of War cause to be delivered with the

said muskets, two thousand cartridge boxes, six thousand gun flints,

two thousand pounds gun powder, twenty thousand cartridges, one

thousand pound of musket ball from the military stores taken from

the enemy in Virginia, and charge the same to the said State.^

' This report, in the writing of Edmtmd Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 339.

^ These resolutions, in the writing of Benjamin Hawkinb, are in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 36, I, folio 235. They were presented on this day, as the

indorsement shows, and referred to the Board of War.
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At a Boakd oi'- War Novemher 16"} 1781.

Present, M'' Peters

General Cornell

The Board have considered the motion made by General Varnum
and referred to them by Congress and report the following resolutions:

Resolved, That from and after the first day of January next no more
General Officers be retained in the field than shall be absolutely neces-

saiy for the command of the troops in service.

Resolved, That the Commander in Cliief do from time to time as

occasion may requh-e make kno^\'n to the Secretary at War the ninn-

ber of General Oilicers that he shall deem necessary to be in the field

in the main and sej^iarate armies, and different parts of the United

States and that upon the receipt thereof the Secretaiy at War shall

issue his orders to such General Officers as he shall think proper to

remain in or take the field for the purpose of completing the said

nimiber.

Resolved, That all General Officers not in the field agreeable to the

aforegoing resolutions shall be considered to be on the half j)ay estab-

lishment liable to be called into the fielil by the Secretaiy at War,
whenever his services shall be necessary, unless such officer shall

choose to remain on the half pay establishment, in which case it

shall be at the election of the officer provided he make it at the time he

fii-st enters upon the half pay establishment and certifies the same to

the Secretaiy at War.
Provided also that whenever any officer takes the field in obedience

to orders from the Secretaiy at War, he shall receive eveiy allowance

and emolument that officers in actual service are entitled to during

the time of his continuance in actua' command.
Resolved , Thai the Commander in Chief be and he is hereby requested

to confonn liimseLf as near as circumstances will permit, in pointing

out the number of General Officers necessary to be in the field from

time to time to the following proportion to wit. That the command
of a Brigadier General consist of three Regiments when complete

otherwise of eighteen hundred rank and file, and that a Major General

be retained for every two Brigadiers exclusive of se|)arate Depait-

ments.'

'This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 14S, II, folio 479. It

is indorsed: " November 20, 1781, postponed."

On this day, accordiuf: to the indorsement, a letter dated July HO, from Rawleigh

Colston, dated Cape Francois July 39, 1781, was referred to the Secretary of Foreign

Affairs. It is in the Papers of the Conlinentid Confess, No. 78, VI, folio 47.

Also a letler of October 25lh fnjm (ieneral Greene was read and referred to the

Hoard of War. It is in No. \:>'>, 11, f;.lio 3G1.

80382°—VOL 21—12 2S
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1781

On a report of a committee, consisting of ]\Ir. [Joseph]

Montgomery, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, and Mr. [Edmund]

Randolph, to report on the arrangement of the President's

house,

Resolved, That the attendants of the President's house

consist of one steward, and such others as may he found

necessary not exceeding eight ; and that they be appointed

and removed at pleasure, by the President of Congi-ess:

That all sums of money necessary for the expences of the

house, be drawn for by the President, and paid to the steward

:

That the steward keep a regular account of all receipts

and disbursements, and of furniture, and utensils broken,

lost or purchased, and deliver to the secretary of the Presi-

dent on the first day of every month, a fair copy thereof.^

On a report of the Board of War, to whom was referred a

letter of 19th, from Major General du Portail, requesting

the brevet of captain for Mr. de Castaing, his aid

:

War Office November 20'", 1781.

Sir,

On the letter from General Duportail referred by Congress to the

Board of War, respecting the case of Lieutenant De Castaing, I take

the liberty of reporting,

That il"' De Castaing appears from the arrangement of the army

to be at this time a Lieutenant in Colonel Jackson's Kegimcnt and

to take rank as such from the 24 day of April 1779. There is no

doubt but that he is a deserving officer and has done liis duty; but

unless some very particular circimistance appear so as to distinguish

liim from the other officers of the army or the regiment in point of

merit, uneasiness will be created by giving the Brevet requested, and

the accidental circumstance of his having served in General Dupor-

tail's family mU not be deemed sufficient by those who are affected

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 23, folio 355.
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by the promotion. It will too no doubt introduce similar claims

from other ofScers who have served in the hke capacity, and mth
equal merit with M' De Castaing. Congress will be pleased to recol-

lect that there are several valuable officers, who have served as Aids

and have now the same Rank they had the Beginning of the War.
True it is that in the early period of the War when rank was more
easily obtained and duty not so clearly designated, those gentlemen

procured commissions of liigher grades than they were entitled to.

But it is as true, that if many of them had continued in the line they

would now have commanded regiments, and under tliis idea some of

them complain that their promotion is stopped, and would be glad

of a precedent whereupon to found their claims to advancement.

I have troubled Congress so far on tliis subject as I would not wish

to appear on slight grounds to contravene the recommendation of

General Duportad, for wliich I have the greatest respect. If however

Congress shoidd not consider these observations as having any weight

and that the recommendation of General Duportail should be attended

to as sufficiently evidencing the particular merit of M' De Castaing,

they ^vill please to resolve.

That Lieutenant De Castaing receive the Brevet of Captain in

consideration of his services at the defence of Charlestown in South

Carolina, and the siege of York in Virginia.'

Resolved, That the request respecting the promotion of

Lieutenant de Castaing, cannot be complied with.^

A motion was made by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded

by Mr. [Daniel] Can-oil, that it be recommended to the

legislatures of the several states to cause to be taken and

transmitted to Congress as soon as possible the number of

the white inhabitants thereof, pursuant to the ninth article

of the Confederation.

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

refjuired by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph,

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 475.

'' This resolution is in the Pavers of the Continental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 478.
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New Hampshire,

Mr. Livermore,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Lovell,

Partridge,

Osgood,

Rhode Island,

Mr. Cornell,

Ellery,

Connecticut,

Mr. Law,
Wolcott,

New Jersey,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Montgomery
Smith,

Journals of Congress

ay }
*

ay

ay

ay

ay

no

ay

no

ay

div.

div.

ay}*

ay
ay

ay

So the question was lost.'

Maryland,

Mr. Hanson, ay
Carroll, ay

Virginia,

Mr. Jones,

Madison,

Randolph,

North Carolina,

Mr. Hawkins,

South Carolina,

Mr. Middleton,

Bee,

Motte,

Eveleigh,

Georgia,

Mr. Telfair, ay
N. W. Jones, ay

ay

ay

ay ay

ay
I

ay} *

ay

a\'

ay

ay

ay

ay

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1781

The delegates for the State of Pensylvania, being re-

appointed by the general assembly, Mr. J[oseph] Mont-

gomery, Mr. T[homas] Smith and Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee,

three of the said delegates, attended, and produced the

credentials.

State of Pennsylvania
In Assembly

Wednesday Novemler 21st. A. M. 1781

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House proceeded to the

Election of Delegates to represent this State in Congress, and the

ballots being taken, it appeared that the Honorable Joseph Mont-

' A memorial of Charles de Frey was read this day and referred to the Board of War,

as the indorsement shows. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41,

III, folio 256.

A letter, of November 2d, from General Washington was read on this day, as the

indorsement states, and referred to the Board of War. It is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 375. Another letter, of November loth, froniGeu-

eml Washington was read, the indorsement states. It is on folio 39(J.
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gomery, Thomas Smith (of the County of Bedford), George Clymcr,

Samuel J. Atlee, and Henry Wynkoop esquires, were duly elected.

Extract from the Minutes

Peter Z. Lloyd
Cleric to the General Assembly.

^

Congress proceeded to the farther consideration of the

report of the committee, on the letter of the 27 October,

from General Washington; and thereupon.

Resolved, That Congress approve of the early and imre-

mitted attention of General Washington, to the liberation of

the southern states from the power of the enemy, and of his

communication of the success of the allied arms, to the

foreign ministers of the United States."

On motion of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, seconded by Mr.

[Thomas] Smith,

Resolved, That the establishment of the Post Office as

agreed to, on the 19 of October last, take place on the

first da}' of January next, and that the resolution directing

its commencement on the first day of December next, be,

and hereby is repealed.

On a report of a committee, || consisting of Mr. Jenifer,

Mr. Sharpe and Mr. Clymer,|| to whom was referred a

memorial of Major Nicholas,

Resolved, That Major Nicholas's accounts be settled up to

the 25 day of August, 1781, at which time he be considered

as retiring from service."

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Pennsylvania, Credentials

of Delegates.

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 367. See ante November 7.

' A letter of November 21st from Jacob Schreiber was re^J this day, the indorsement

states, and referred to the Board of War. It is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 148, II, folio 465.

A letter of November 6th from General Washington was read, as the indorsement

states. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 389.

Also a letter of this date from General Lafayette. It is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 156, folio 248, and was referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr.

[James] Madison, and Mr. [Ezekicl] Cornell.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1781

Mr. [William] Floyd, a delegate for the State of New York,
attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment.

State op New York
In Senate Octoher 26th 1781

Resolved that the honorable James Duane, William Floyd, John
Morin Scott, Ezra L'hommedieu and Egbert Benson Esquires are

duly nominated and appointed Delegates to represent this State, in

the United States in Congress assembled, for the ensuing year.

By order of the Senate

Pierre Van Cortlandt Pres". '

Attest

:

RoB^ Benson, Cllc:

On reading a memorial and representation of the legisla-

ture of the State of New Jersey :

^

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to the super-

intendant of finance; and that he report, as soon as may be,

as well on the said memorial as on a reference to him made on

the same subject, of a plan for liquidating certificates given by
quartermasters, commissaries and others.

On a report of the Board of War

:

War Office November 21, 1781.
Sir,

I have the honor to enclose Congress a copy of a circular letter,

I thought it expedient to write to the Governments of the States of

Maryland, Delaware Pennsylvania and New Jersey on the subject

of deserting prisoners. The measures recommended therein will

only produce a partial remedy. They will ser\-e oiil}- to embarrass

not to prevent the practice. I should conceive and indeed I know
by long experience that nothing but strict confinement wiU have any
effect ujion tlie British troops whose attachments to service are not

to be conquered, nor can they be restrained from desertion by the

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New York, Credentials

of Delegates.

^ Thia memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 68, folio 583.
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mildest trcatmont. It is different with the German troops and many
of the Scotcli are exceptious. It will therefore be necessary that the

British Prisoners be confined in places picketted in, and those pickets

flanked with Block houses so as to make a small guard adequate to

the duty of the Post. This guard should be raised for the particular

purpose and not consist of mUitia, who are in general fluctuating,

careless and undisciplined. The Prisoners should be obliged to hut

themselves in some plentiful and safe part of the Country as has been

done by the Convention Troops at little or no expense to the United

States The British Convention prisoners have their hutts surrounded

with pickets, but we find this uimecessary as to the Germans. There

is a great expense accruing from the support of the Women and Chil-

dren of the British Convention troops, and it is not inconsiderable

from those of the Germans. I should imagine it would be best to

send in all the British who are encumbered with families of small

children. But the Children of soldiers fit to bear arms or even for

drums and fifes should be counted as prisoners of war. The soldiers

sent in may be charged as a debt against the enemy, and in the mean
time the accession of strength to them would not be so great as to

counterbalance the evils arising to our finances from the support of

themselves and their families. As to the Germans they might

chiefly be let otit to work to the Inliabitants and if Congress would

not disapprove of it no inconsiderable revenue might be raised from

this measure ; but should this be disagreeable a saving could be pro-

duced immediately by suffering them to hire with the Inhabitants.

Caution in this case would be necessary in distinguishing characters

both of the prisoners and those hiring them. It might easily be

known whether individual prisoners would wish to return to Europe
by cxaminmg into their Connections there and their expectations of

property. As to their children man}' of them would bo wUiing to

bind llicm out in this Countrj^ and those not inclining to do it might

be obliged thereto by withholding the rations they now draw. This

would be politic and useful as it would add to the number of Citizens

immediately—fix the affections of the parents so as to mduce them
to become settlers after a peace and most probably attract their

friends and relatives in Europe so as to produce their emigration to

these States.

I have taken the liberty to enlarge on tliis subject thus far because

I am convinced some immediate measures are necessary. The busi-

ness of supporting them I humbly conceive falls most properly within
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the province of the Superintentlant of Finance, and therefore I have

not troubled Congress witli any observations on the means of furnish-

ing them with rations. The Financier wUl no doubt be satisfied with

me that some period should be fixed on for a ballance or oblivion of

past accounts and the enemy be compelled to support their prisoners,

and not as at present be suffered to wage war with our Finances

through the instrumentality of theii' soldiers, whose captivity pre-

vents their operating in the field.

Should Congress consider these observations worthy their atten-

tion they will no doubt be pleased to appoint a Committee to con-

sider of the matter and make the necessary arrangements, or if more
agreeable to them to leave the business to their Executive Officers

they wUI direct,

Resolved, That, the superintendant of finance and Board

of War be, and hereby are authorised and du'ected to take

immediate order for the safe keeping and support of the

prisoners of war in the possession of the United States, so as

to ensure their safety as much as may be, and to render then'

support less burthensome to the finances of these states.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of 'Mr. [Daniel]

Carroll, Mr. [James] Madison, ]\Ir. [Ezekiel] Cornell, to whom
was referi'ed a letter of 22d, from Major General the Marquis

de la Fayette

:

The committee to whom was referred the letter of the 22'' instant

from ^lajor General the Marquis de la Fayette requesting leave of

absence for the purpose of making a visit to France report the fol-

lowing resolutions

:

Resolved, That j\Iajor General the Marquis de la Fayette

have permission to go to France; and that he return at such

time as shall be most convenient to him.

That he be informed, that on a review of his conduct

throughout the past campaign, and particukrly dm-ing the

period in which he had the chief command in Virginia, the

' A copy of this resolution, as an extract from the minutes, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 19. The Board of War's report is in No. 148,

II, folio 469.
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many new proofs which present themselves of his zealous

attachment to the cause he has espoused, and of his judg-

ment, vigilance, gallantry and address in its defence, have

gi-eatly added to the high opinion enteitained by Congi-ess

of his merits and military talents:

That he make known to the officers and troops whom he

commanded during that period, that the brave and enter-

prising services with which they seconded his zeal and efforts,

and which enabled him to defeat the attempts of an enemy
far superior in numbers, have been beheld by Congress with

particular satisfaction and approbation:

That the secretary of foreign affairs acquaint the ministers

plenipotentiary of the United States that it is the desire of

Congi'ess that they confer with the Marquis de la Fayette,

and avail themselves of his informations relative to the situ-

ation of public affairs in the United States

:

That the secretaiy of foreign affau'S fm-ther acquaint the

minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles, that he

will ("onform to the intention of Congress by consulting with

and employing the assistance of the ]\Iarquis de la Fayette,

in accelerating the supplies which may be afforded by his

Most Christian Majesty for the use of the United States:

That the superintendant of finance, the secretary for

foreign affairs, and the Board of War, make such commimi-
cations to the Marquis de Li Fayette, touching the affairs of

their respective departments, as will best enaVjle him to fulfil

the purpose of the two resolutions immediately preceding:

That the superintendant of finance take order for dis-

charging the engagement entered into by the Marquis de la

Fayette, with the merchants of Baltimore, referred to in the

act of the 24 May last.

Ordered, That the superintendent of finance furnish the

Marquis de la Fayette with a proper conveyance to France:

'

' This reporl, in Ihe writing of James MadiBon, is in the Papers of the Continental

Conffreis, No. 19, II, folios 241 and 243J.
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That the secretary for foreign affairs report a letter to his

Most Christian Majesty, to be sent by the Marquis de la

Fayette.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund]
Randolph, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [John] Witherspoon,

appointed to prepare a recommendation to the states to

enact laws for punishing infractions of the laws of nations:

The committee, to whom was referred the motion for a recom-

mendation to the several legislatures to enact punishments against

violators of the law of nations, report

:

That the scheme of criminal justice in the several states does not

sufficiently comprehend offenses against the law of nations

:

That a prince, to whom it may be hereafter necessary to disavow

any transgression of that law by a citizen of tlie United States, will

receive such disavowal with reluctance and suspicion, if regular and

adequate punishment shall not have been provided against the

transgressor

:

That as instances may occur, in which, for the avoidance of war,

it may be expedient to repair out of the public treasury injuries com-
mitted by mdividuals, and the property of the innocent be exposed

to reprisal, the author of those injuries should compensate the

damage out of his private fortune.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures of the

several states to provide expeditious, exemplary and ade-

quate punishment:

First. For the violation of safe conducts or passports,

expressly granted under the authority of Congress to the

subjects of a foreign power in time of war:

Secondly. For the commission of acts of hostility against

such as are in amity, league or truce with the United States,

or who are within the same, under a general implied safe

conduct:

Thirdly. For the infractions of the immunities of ambas-

sadors and other public ministers, authorised and received as

• The resolutiona in regard to the Marquis de la Fayette were also entered in the

manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. They are printed in the Diplomatic

Correspondence of the American Bevoluiion (MTiarton), IV, 857.
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such by the United States in Congress assembled, by animad-
verting on violence offered to their persons, houses, [carriages

and property, under the limitations allowed by the usages of

nations; and on disturbance given to the free exercise of

their religion: by annulling all WTits and processes, at any
time sued forth against an ambassador, or other public min-

ister, or against their goods and chattels, or against their

domestic servants, whereby his person may be arrested:

and.

Fourthly. For infractions of treaties and conventions to

which the United States are a party.

The preceding being only those offences against the law of

nations which are most obvious, and public faith and safety

requiring that punishment should be co-extensive with such

crimes

:

Resolved, That it be farther recommended to the several

states to erect a tribunal in each State, or to vest one already

existing with power to decide on offences against the law of

nations, not contained in the foregoing enumeration, under

convenient restrictions.

Resolved, That it be farther recommended to authorise

suits to be instituted for damages by the party injured, and
for compensation to the United States for damage sustained

by them from an injury done to a foreign power by a citizen.]

'

On the 23d of November, 1781, the secretary for for-

eign affairs laid before Congi-ess the following " heads of

a verbal communication" made to him by the minister

of France :

^

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 28, folio 197.

The part in brackettt was entered in the Journal by George Bond.
* This "verbal communication" and the letter from Count de Vergennes were nut

entered in the Public Journal, but are printed in the Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs,

under date of January 25, 1782, and following the "plan of a convention ro.'^pecting

consular power.s" adopted on that day. They are also printed in the Diplomatic

Correspondence of the American Revolution (\\Tiarton), 1\', 859, under date of Novem-
ber 23, 1781.
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The minister of France informed the secretary for

foreign affairs, that the Count de Vergennes, in a letter

to him of the 7th of September, 1781, assm-ed him that

the King of France had received with great pleasure an
account of Mr. Adams, Mr. Franklin, and Mr. Jay's

appointment to the place of ministers for the negotiation

of peace; and after expressing favoiu"able sentiments of

them, and Mr. Jefferson, from his general reputation,

adds, that they have little reason to hope the assistance

of Mr. Lam-ens, since the enemy will probably continue

his captivity during the war. That the king accepted

with pleasure the proofs which Congress have given him
of then" confidence when they intrusted to his care the

interests of the United States. That he would use his

influence and credit for the advantage of his allies,

whenever a negotiation should render their interests a

subject of discussion. That if he did not obtain for

every state all they wished, they must attribute the

sacrifice he might be compelled to make of his inclina-

tions, to the tjTannick rule of necessity. That however

he had no reason to believe that the events of the cam-

paign would make an unfavourable change in the situa-

tion of affairs; and that from the present view of them,

he had no cause to dread a disadvantageous peace. The
Count adds, that he presvimes Mr. Adams has communi-
cated to Congress his Majesty's refusal to accede to the

terms of the mediation of the imperial courts, untU they

should agree to acknowledge the American plenipoten-

tiaries in the manner most conformable to the dignity

of the United States; and observes thereon, that if the

king was so attentive to a matter of form (though it

might indeed in our present situation be considered as

important,) he would not be less tenacious of our more

essential interests, which he will be zealous to promote,
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as far as circumstances will allow. But that if notwith-

standing this, Congress, or even a considerable part of

its members, should regret the confidence they had

placed in his Majesty, or wish to free their ministers

from this restraint, his Majesty would not disapprove

the measure; provided they made then- ministers an-

swerable, as in justice they should be, in proportion to

the powers with which they invested them. He ex-

presses his satisfaction at the extensive powers with

which the ministers are invested as to the matter of

boundary, and the truce, which he says, the interests of

France as well as of us, rec^nu'e to be as long as possible.

With respect to the statu quo, he says, that though from

the number of then* conquests it w^ould be beneficial both

to France and Spain, yet it has not entered into their

system so far as it regards America, and that his Majesty

accordingly refused to accede to the plan of negotiation

proposed by the mediating powers, which held up that

idea. He exhorts the minister to recommend to Con-

gress the most vigorous exertions, and to assure them
that the expulsion of tJie enemy from this continent

depends in a gi'eat measure on the exertion of the United

States; that France would be able to afford us very

little assistance; and that Britain, so far from discover-

ing any inclmation to peace upon reasonable terms,

absolutely refused the plan of negotiation proposed by
the mediating powers; so that arms alone could compel

her to it. He mentions that the king, being apprehen-

sive that the capture of the Marquis de la Fayette might

reduce us to some difficulties, had ordered her cargo to

be replaced immediately; and that in consequence of

applications from the states of Virginia and Maryland,

he had ordered a number of arms and military stores to

be shipped to them, subject however to the order of



1140 Journals of Congress

Congress. That this, and the cargo designed to replace

that of the Marquis de la Fayette, v,-ere to be paid for

out of the loan negotiated in Holland, which he had
occasion to think would be completed. He expresses a

desh-e that the plan for the appointment of consuls

should be digested and adopted, as the Court of France
wished to make it the basis of some commercial arrange-

ments between France and the United States.

The secretary for foreign affairs farther informed Con-

gress that the minister of France had communicated to

him the following extract of a letter from the Count
de Vergennes, which he had transmitted to the super-

intendent of finance.

Extract of a letter from the Count de Vergennes,

September 7, 1781:

" We think that since the arrival of Colonel Laiu-ens,

you have stopped the bills of IMr. Morris on us, on
Messrs. Le Couteulx. If the superintendent has not

foHowed your advice, he will cause us some emban-ass-

ment, as we have not destinated any fund for that arti-

cle. We have peremptorily declared to Dr. Franklin,

that we wiU not in future discharge any bills that had
not been drawn with yom" consent. As to you, sir, we
cannot but repeat our former instructions on this sub-

ject; and we direct you to authorise no draft even for a

small sum."
Wab Office November 23. 1781.

Sir,

On considering the memorial of Captain Schreiber, who as an
Engineer received his appointment from General Lincoln, when com-
manding at Charlestown having been a Captain in the Infantry of

the State of South CaroUna, I can only say that the report the

Board of War made on his case was the result of their investigation

into the matter as it then appeared to them and it seemed to be the

wish of M"' Schreiber at that time to depart for Europe. General
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Duportail is the best judge of his talents, and as to the necessity of

his being continued in the service, Congress will be pleased to deter-

mine on the reasons the General assigns. Should they think it proper

to repeal the former resolution Congress will bo pleased to resolve.

On the representation of General Duportail of the merit of Captain

Schreiber, and the necessity there is of retaining him in the Corps of

Engineers,

Resolved, That Captain Schreiber of the Corps of Engineers retain

his rank and appointments in that Corps, the resolution

of the 12"' Instant notwithstanding.'
Negatived.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1781

A letter, of this day, from Major General B. Lincoln was

read, accepting the office of secretary at war."

[Ordered,] Thursday next assigned for the consideration of

the ordinance respecting captures.

Upon the petition of John Kinsbury, setting forth, that he was
captured at Charlestown about the 12'!' of Maj' 1780, That ho had
at the time of hi^ being captured six thousand, two hundred dollars,

part of which he received as pay. That by being under confinement

from the time aforesaid until his parole was enlarged on the 15'^

June last he hath lost the benefit of said money. That he is desirous

of returning to North Carohna to adjust some necessary matters

relative to his company, but wants money to pay his expenses; and
relative to his company, but wants money to pay his expenses,-and

praWng relief in the premises, and that the Board of War or Pay-
master General be directed to advance liim such sums of money as

may be sufficient to defray his expenses. The Conmiittee of tlie

Week report that the same benefits have been extended to the Peti-

' This report is in the Papers of the Conlinental Congress, No. 148, II, folio 463. It

is indorsed: "Read November 23. The reasoning ia the former part approved and
therefore question taken on the resolve proposed pas.sed in the negative."

A letter, of November 23, from Major General Duportail, was read, the indorsement

indicates. It is in the J'apcrs of tlie Continental Congress, No. 1G4, folio 3(i2, and was
referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [.Tames] Madison, and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, and,

on their report, to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. HO, I, folio 1.
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tioner as to other officers in like circumstances. That Congress

cannot at present advance any monies, and that therefore his petition

cannot be granted.'

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1781

On reading a letter from the secretary of foreign affairs:

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be, and
hereby is authorised and directed to take under his care and
management all loans or other moneys obtained in Europe

or elsewhere for the use of the United States, subject to the

appropriation of Congress.

Congress being informed of the an'ival of General Wash-
ington in this city:

Ordered, That he have an audience in Congi-ess to mon'ow
at one o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1781

Ml". [Hemy] Wynkoop, a delegate for Pens3dvania, and

Ml'. [William Chmchill] Houston, a delegate for New Jersey,

attended.

On a report of the Board of War, to whom was referred a

memorial of Captain de Frey

:

Resolved, That the resignation of Captain de Frey be

accepted, Congi'ess having no means of employing him in

' This report, in the writing of William EUery, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 41, V, folio 91. It is indorsed November 26.

The committee of the week reported that the prayer of Michael Andrew could not

at present be granted, which report was concurred in, according to the indorsement.

The report, in the ^^Titing of William Ellery, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, Xo.42, 1, folio 48; Andrew's petition, dated November 10, 1781, isonfolio45.

A petition of Charles Frederick Fiihrer, dated November 15, 1781, was referred to

the Board of War, according to the indorsement. It is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 42, III, folio 73, and the report of the Committee of the Week, recom-

mending that it be referred to the Board of War, is indorsed on it, in the writing of

William Ellerj-.

A letter of November 12 from General Schuyler was receivetl and read about this

date. It i.s in No. 1.53, III, folio 58.5.
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the army of the United States, consistent with the an'ange-

ment thereof, though a meritorious officer:

That it be referred to the superintendant of finance to pay

Captain de Frey, in cash or in bills of exchange, such sum as

will enable him to return to France, in part of the balance

which shall appear to be due to him on settlement of his

accounts.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mi'. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, and jVIi'. [Elias] Boudinot,

to whom was refen-ed a letter of October 13, from Captain

John Barry:

Ordered, That the superintendant of finance take measures

for obtaining a copy of the proceedings of the court martial

at Boston, in the case of three men belonging to the frigate

AUiance.

Ordered, That a letter, of 17, from JNIajor General Heath;

the votes of thanks to the Commander in Chief and other

officers for the signal successes in Virginia and the command-
ing officer in South Carolina and the other officers acting

under him; together with the letter of 25 November from the

Marquis de la Fayette, be referred to the Committee of

Intelligence.^

According to oi'der. General Washington attended, and
being introduced by two members, the President addressed

him as follows:

Sir: Congress, at all times liappy in seeing your Excellency, feel

particular pleasure in your presence at this time, after the glorious

success of the allied arms in Virginia. It is their fixed purpose to draw
every advantage from it by exlxorting the states in the strongest

terms to the most vigorous and timely exertions. A committee has
accordingly been appointed to state tlie requisitions necessary to be
made for the establishment of the army, and tliey are instructed to

confer with you upon tliat subject. It is, therefore, the expectation

of Congress that your Excellency would remain for some time in

' This report ia in the Papers of the Cimlinenlal Congress, No. 148, II, folio 483.

' Heath's letter is in the Papers of the Conlinenlal Congress, No. 157, folio 425;

Lafayette's is in No. 156, folio 252.

SCiSi"—VOL 21—12 24
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Philadelphia, that they may avail themselves of your aid in this

Important business, and it would at the samo time be agreeable to

them that you may enjoy a respite from the fatigues of war, as far as

is consistent with the service.

To which his Excellency made the following reply:

Mr. Peesident: I feel veiy sensibly the favorable declaration of

Congress expressed by your Excellency. This fresh proof of their

approbation cannot fail of making a deep impression upon me, and

my study shall be to deserve a continuance of it. It is with peculiar

pleasure I hear that it is the fixed purpose of Congress to exliort the

states to the most vigorous and timely exertions. A compliance on
their parts will, I persuade myself, be productive of the most happy
consequences.

I shall yield a ready obedience to the expectation of Congress, and

give every assistance in my power to their committee. I am obliged

by the goodness of Congress ia making my personal ease and conven-

ience a part of their concern. Should the service require my attend-

ance with the army upon the North River, or elsewhere, I shall repair

to whatever place my duty calls, with the same pleasure that I remain

in this city.*

On motion of the delegates for South Carolina:

Resolved, That the secretary at war take order for fui'nish-

iug a waggon, -^nth four horses and a driver, for the pm^pose

of transporting to the southern army, a printing press and

necessary apparatus, procui-ed by the State of South CaroUna.

Committee of the week beg leave to report,

That the memorial of Thomas Rutledge, dated November 26, 1781,

be referred to the Controulor of Accts. Superintendant of Finance;

and that the letter of George Reid dated October 7, 17S1, so far as

relates to his Rank, the memorial of L. D. Martin praying for sub-

sistence &c., the memorial of Oliphant and others praying for pay
&?., and the petition of Alexander Dow relative to rank and pay, be

all referred to the Secretary of War.^

' Washington's reply is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, X, folio 397.

- This report, in the writing of Richard Law, is in the Papers of the. Continental Con-

gress, No. 32, folio 287. It is indorsed: "Part agreed to."

Martin's memorial, dated November 24, 1781, is in No. 78, XVI, folio 275: the

Olyphant memorial is in No. 41, VII, folio 296; Dow's petition, dated November 26,

1781, is in No. 41, II, folio 467.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1781

A draft of a letter to his Most Cliristian Majesty, being

reported, and sundry amendments being made, was passed.

The secretary of foi-eign affah's reported the draft of

a letter to his Most Chi'istian Majesty: which, being

amended, was agi'eed to as follows

:

The United States in Congi-ess assembled, to their

gi'eat, faithful and beloved friend and ally, Lewis

the sixteenth, king of France and Navarre.

Great, Faithful and Beloved Friend and Ally,

At a period so glorious to the arms of Fi'ance, both by
sea and land, and so favourable to the fortunes of Amer-

ica, it is with peculiar satisfaction that wc congratulate

the monarch, whose wise counsels and generous suppoit

have so largely contributed to events illustrious in

themselves, and promising consequences truly im-

portant.

We wish to convey to youi- Majesty oui- sense of the

victory obtained by the Count de Grasse over the

enemy's fleet on our coast, and the subsequent reduction

of the British armament in Virginia; and we repeat

our grateful acknowledgments for the various aids so

seasonably extended to us. From the benevolence

and magnanimity which have hitherto interested your

Majesty in the welfare of these states, we are convinced

that you will on this occasion feel an equal pleasure

with ourselves, whose immediate advantage is the result

of such fortunate exertions.

We mention with very gi-eat pleasure the zeal and

ability manifested by the Count de Rochambeau, com-

manding yom- Majesty's forces in the allied army. His

conduct, and that of the officers under him, merit our

fullest approbation; and we are made fm'ther happy by
the perfect harmony and affection which have subsisted

between the troops of the two nations.
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The distress occasioned to the common enemy by
combined operations, will, we trust, point out to both

nations the utility of similar measures in future; and
whilst it induces your Majesty to supply that naval

force which the situation of our country renders neces-

sary, will urge the United States to every effort which

their particular interests, added to their desu-e of sec-

onding your Majesty's views, can call forth to ensiu-e

the complete success of attacks upon the enemy's

strongholds.

It is with great pleasure that the United States

continue to number some of your Majesty's subjects

amongst their most able, spirited and faithful officers.

It affords the world a striking proof of the intimate

connection which subsists between the allied nations,

and at the same time serves to cement the union which

it manifests.

Major General the Marquis de la Fayette has in this

campaign so greatly added to the reputation he had
before acquired, that we are desirous to obtain for him,

on our behalf, every notice, in addition to that favour-

able reception which his merits cannot fail to meet with

from a generous and enlightened sovereign; and in

that view we have directed om- minister plenipotentiary

to present the marquis to your Majesty.

We pray God, gi'eat, faithful and beloved friend and

ally, always to keep yoiu- Majesty in his holy protection.

Done at Philadelphia, the twenty-ninth day of Novem-
ber, in the year of om* Lord 1781, and in the sixth year

of our independence. By the United States in Con-

gress assembled. Your faithful friends and allies.

(Signed) John Hanson, President.^

Charles Thomson, Secretary.

• This letter was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs, and

in Secret Journal, No. 4. A copy is in Secret Journal, No. 6, Volume III. The
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1781

The ordinance respecting captui'es was taken into con-

sideration, and it being moved by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph,

seconded by Mi'. [Daniel] Carroll, to insert,

Provided nevertheless, that all goods, wares and mer-

chandises, of the growth, produce or manufacture of Great

Britain, or of any country or territory depending thereon,

and found within ten leagues of the coast of the United

States, shall be liable to capture and condemnation, unless

the same shall have been previously captiu'ed.

A motion was made by Mr. [WiUiam] Ellery, seconded by
Mr. [George] Partridge, to amend by inserting after the word

"found," "on board any ship or vessel belonging to the sub-

jects of any prince, state or potentate not in alliance with

these states."

On the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. [William] Ellery,

div.

no

no

no

draft, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 47, folio 331.

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a letter of the same date from

the Superintendant of Finance and referred to Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [William]

Ellery, and Mr. J[oseph | Jones. It is in No. 137, I, folio 237.

New Hampshire,

Mr. Livermore,
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North, Carolina,
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1781

Mr. [George] Clyraer, a delegate for Pensylvania, attended,

and took his seat.

Mr. [Silas] Condict, a delegate for the state of New Jersey,

attended, and took his seat.

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [William]

Floyd, Mr. [Abraham] Clark and Mr. [Richard] Law,

The Committee of the Week beg leave to report,

That the Petition of John David Woelpper be referred

to the Supcrintcndont of-FiDanco -to-rcport -thorooD Secre-

tary of War.
That the Petition of James Sproat be referred to the Superintendant

of Finance to cause the Petitioners accounts to be

settled by the auditors for pay due while he was in actual

service to be settled at the time and in the manner officers in the

hospital and medical department now in service are settled with.

They also beg leave to report the following Resolution on the appli-

cation of Joseph Fry

:

Resolved, That Joseph Fry be appointed door-keeper to

Congi'ess, and receive the same pay as allowed to the late

door-keeper, his pay to commence from the 17th of October

last.'

On report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Bee, Mr. [William] Ellery and Mr. J[oseph] Jones, to whom
was referred a letter of 29 November, from the superintend-

ant of finance:

Resolved, That the superintendant of the finances of the

United States be, and hereby is authorised and directed, to

apply and dispose of all monies which have been or may be

obtained in Europe by subsidy, loan or otherwise, according

to the several resolutions and acts of Congress now existing,

' This report, in the \\Titing of Abraham Clark, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 289. Fry's applicatiof "ndated, is in No. 42, III, folio 173.
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or which may hereafter be made for the appropriation of

monies belonging to the United States.

On a report from the war office

:

War Office Dec. 3"' 1781.

Sm,
One thousand stand of Arms have been latel}' drawn by the State

of North Carolina by Virtue of an order from his Excellency General

Washington. I am of opinion that the state of the Magazines in

Virginia will permit a farther supply of one thousand stand of Arms,
five himdred poimds of Gunpowder, one thousand pounds of musket
ball, three thousand gun flints, one thousand Cartridge boxes, and ten

thousand musket cartridges.'

Resolved, That the secretary at war take order for supply-

ing the State of North Carolina, with the arms and other

articles contained in a report from the war office of this date,

and charge the same to the said State; provided the order

from the Board of War of the 5 November last be not

executed.^

Whereas H. Laurens Esq. formerly President of Congress and now
invested with the character of a public Minister of the U. States,

having been taken prisoner by the enemy in his voyage to Europe,

has been and still is imprisoned in Great Britain under the description

of a British subject suspected of High Treason, and a considerable

number of other citizens of the United States made prisoners at

different periods of the war have also been committed to the goals of

Great Britain under warrants from officers of justice as traitorous

subjects and many of them are stiU kept in rigorous imprisonment,

and in other respects treated with an ignominy and severity unbecom-

ing the character of prisoners of war; and whereas the dignity of the

U. States, as a sovereign and independant nation as well as justice to

their injured citizens requires that effectual measures shoiJd be taken

for relieving them from their present sufferings and procuring for

them the treatment to which as prisoners of war they are entitled by

the established usage of civilized nations

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 13.

^ This resolution is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, 1, folios 9 and 11.
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to take order for

the immediate imprisonment of British officers most eminent

for birth and rank, prisoners to the United States and not exempted
therefrom by capitulation.

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be further directed to take

order for the immediate imprisonment in the mines at Simsbury in

Connecticut or elsewhere British Soldiers with a suitable pro-

portion of officers under the rank of field officers, prisoners to

the U. States, and not exempted therefrom by capitulation, and
that he cause them to be treated in all other respects in such manner
as will make their situation correspond as near as may bo to that of

the Citizens of the United States prisoners in Great Britain.

Resolved, That these resolutions shall continue in force until authen-

tic information shall bo received by Congress that H. Laurens Esq.

and the other citizens therein referred to have been duly exchanged,

or discharged from their commitment as traitorous subjects and

treated in all respects as by the usages of war prisoners of war ought

to be treated and no longer.

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to transmit a

copy of the preceding resolutions to the officer commanding the forces

of the King of Great Britain at New York.'

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1781

Mr. [John] Hanson and Mr. D[aniel] Carroll, having been

re-elected delegates to represent the state of Maryland, pro-

duced the credentials of their appointment, together with

Mr. S[amuel] Chase and Mi-. Turbutt Wright.

This motion, in the writing of James Madison, is in the Papers of Uie Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, folio 427. It is indorsed: Referred to the committee to confer

with Washington. Motion of Mr. [James] Madison, Dec. 3, 1781.

On this day w;is read a letter of October 7 from P. Penet, according to the indorse-

ment. It is in No. 78, XVllI, folio 465.

A letter, of November 30, from Robert Morris was read. Itisin No. 137, II,folio55.

Also a letter of December 3d from General Washington, which the indorsement states

was referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee,

Mr. [Edmund] Randolph and Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh. It is in No. 152, X, folio 401.
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Annapolis, Maktland,
Bt the House of Delegates, November 28, 1781.

The House proceeded to the Choice of four Delegates to Congress,

and the ballots being deposited in the ballot. box, the Gentlemen
named to strike retired, and after some time returned and reported.

That upon examining the ballots it appeared, that John Hanson,

Daniel Carroll, Samuel Chase, and Turbutt Wright, Esquires, had a

majority of Votes.

Whereupon, Resolved, That John Hanson, Daniel CarroU, Samuel
Chase, and Turbutt Wright, Esquires, be, and are hereby declared

to be, Delegates to represent this State in Congress.

Extract from the Minutes,

F. Green, CV

The ordinance respecting captui*es, being taken into con-

sideration, and on a question to insert the following clause:

The Committee to whom were referred sundr^^ propoacd amend
mcnts to the draught of an Ordinance -relating to Captures, report tho

following, in lieu of the proTisocs agreed to bo struck out:

Provided nevertheless, that from and after the 1st day
of jVIarch, in the year 1782, all goods, wai'es and merchan-

dizes, of the growth, produce or manufactui-e of Great Britain,

or of anj' territory depending thereon, if found within thi-ee

leagues of the coasts, and destined to any port or place of the

United States, in any ship or vessel belonging to the citizens

of the said states, or the subjects of any neutral power, shall

be liable to capture and condemnation, unless the same shall

have been previously captured from the enemy and con-

demned, or in consequence of capture, may be proceeding to

some port or place not in the power of the said enemy, for

trial and condemnation.^

The yeas and nays being required by ]\Ir. [George] Par-

tridge,

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Maryland, Credentials of

Delegates.

^ This amendment, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of

the Continental Congress, No. 59, III, folio 271.
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All ships and other vessels of whatsoever size or denomination

belonging to an enemy of the United States, with their rigging, tackle,

apparel and furniture.

All goods, wares and merchandizes belonging to an enemy, and

found on board of a ship or other vessel of such enemy.

All contraband goods, wares and merchandizes to whatever nation

belonging, although found in a neutral bottom, if destined for the use

of an enemy; but the goods, wares and merchandizes belonging to an

enemy, contraband goods, and goods destined to a blockaded, invested

or besieged port, being always excepted, found in a vessel belonging

to a foreign nation, other than an enemy, shall in no case be subject

to condemnation.

ing to the king of Great Britain or to any of his subjecta shall bo

included in this exemption until the said king shall conform to tho

propositions contained in the declaration of Her Imperial Majesty of

all tho Bussias of the day of respecting -tho - rights -of neutral

nations.

Froridod aloo ' that all goods, -wnrca and morchandizos of tho growth

or -manufacture -of Groat Britain - or -of any -country or territory

depending thereon directly bound to any port in-thc United States

Provided nevertheless, that from and after the first day of March,

in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, all goods,

wares and merchandizes of the growth, produce or manufacture of

Great Britain, or of any territory depending thereon, if found within

three leagues of the coasts and destined to any port or place of the

United States, in any ship or vessel belonging to the citizens of the

said states, or the subjects of anj- neutral power, shall be Uable to

capture and condemnation, unless the same shaU have been pre-

viously captured from the enemy and condemned, or in consequence

of capture may be proceeding to some port or place not in the power

of the said enemy, for trial and condemnation.

All ships or other vessels, goods, wares and merchandizes belonging

to any power or the subjects of any power against which letters of

marque or reprisal shall have issued.

All sliips or other vessels, with their rigging, tackle, apparel and
furniture, and vnih their cargoes to whatsoever nation belonging,

destined to any port or place invested, besieged or blockaded, by a

sufficient force belonging to, in the service of, or co-operating with,
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the United States, so effectually as that one cannot attempt to enter

into such port or place without evident danger.

All ships or other vessels, with their rigging, tackle, apparel and

furniture, and with their cargoes, found in the possession of pirates.

The goods, wares and merchandizes to be adjudged contraband, are

the following, that is to say,

Cannons, mortars, fire-arms, pistols, bombs, granadoes, bullets,

balls, fuses, flints, matches, powder, salt-petre, sulphur, carcases,

pikes, swords, belts, pouches, cartouch-boxes, saddles and bridles, in

any quantity beyond what may be necessary for the ship's provision,

and may properly appertain to, and be adjudged necessary for, every

man of the ship's crew or for each passenger.

If it shall manifestly appear, that of any entire thing of which

division cannot be made without injury to its value, a subject of the

enemy, and a citizen or a subject of a foreign power, not being an

enemy, are joint holders, the whole shall be condemned and sold for

gold or silver, the proper proportion of the net proceeds of which shall

be deposited in the treasury of the State in which the sale shall be, to

be paid to the order of such citizen, or the subject of such foreign

power.

If such division can be accomplished, but neither the citizen nor

the subject of a foreign power, nor his agent, shall require specific

restitution of his property, there shall be a sale in the same manner
as if the property were indivisible. But if m such case a requisition

be made to this effect, the due proportion shall be specifically restored.

Where property shall have been originally captured on land from

a State, or a citizen of the United States, and shall be re-captured

below high-water mark by another citizen thereof, restitution shall be

made to the former owner upon the paj'^ment of a reasonable salvage,

not exceeding one-fourth part of the value; no regard beuig had to

the time of possession by the enemy.

In all cases of re-capture by an armed vessel, fitted out at the

cxpence of the United States, of a vessel or other effects belonging to

a citizen, the court shall adjudge the proportion which would be due
to the United States to be remitted to such citizen, no regard being

had to the time of possession by the enemy.
On the re-capture by a citizen of any negro, mulatto, Indian, or

other person, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed by a
State or a citizen of a State, specific restitution shall be adjudged

to the claimant, whether the original capture shall have been made
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on land or water, and without regard to the time of possession by
the enemj', a reasonable salvage being paid by the claimant to the

re-captor, not exceeding one-fourth of the value of such labour or

service, to be estimated according to the laws of the State of which

the claimant shall bo a citizen under which the claim shall be made
But if the service of such negro, mulatto, Indiaia, or other person,

captured below high-water mark, shall not be legally claimed by-a

citizen of these United States within a year and a day from the

sentence of the court, he shall be set at liberty.

In aU other cases of re-capture, restitution shall be made to the

owner upon payment of one-third part of the true value for salvage,

if the property shall have been re-taken in less than twenty-four

hours after the capture. But if it shall not have been re-taken until

the expiration of twenty-four hours after the capture, restitution

shall not be made of any part.

Besides those who are duly authorised to make captures by special

commission, captures of the property of an enemy shall be adjudged

lawful when made:

1st. By a private vessel not having such commission, satisfactory

proof being produced that they were made in pursuing the course of

her voyage, and repelling a previous attack from an enemy.

2d. By any body or detachment of regular soldiers.

3d. By inhabitants of the country, if made within cannon-shot of

the shore.

4th. By an armed vessel sailing under a commission of his Most
Christian Majesty.

5th. By the crews of British vessels, while captures of this sort

are licensed by the British.

Re-captures shall be made by no other persons than those authorised

to make captures, except the crews of vessels re-taken.

The destruction of papers, or the possession of double papers by
any captured vessel, shall be considered as evidence for condemnation,

unless good cause be shewn to the contrary.

From and after the first day of November Februarj^, which shall

be in the year of our Lord 1781 one tho.usanJ seven hundred and
eighty-two, any letters of passport or safe conduct, granted before

the 27th of March last, under the authority of Congress, to any
person whatsoever, for removal of property from a place beyond sea

within the dominions or possessions of the British king, shall be void.

Upon the capture of a vessel commissioned as a man of war or

privateer, by any of the vessels of war of the United States of America,
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the whole of the property condemned shall be adjudged to the cap-

tors, to be (Uvided in the following manner, (saving to all persons

who shall lose a limb in any engagement, or shall be otherwise dis-

abled in the service of the United States, everj' benefit accruing to

them under the resolutions of Congress of the 8Q"^-of August twenty-

eighth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-

five,) that is to say,

^o the commander in chief of the navj' of the United States, shall

be allotted one twentieth part of all prizes taken by an armed vessel

or vessels under his orders and command: when there shall be no
such commander in chief, the one twentieth part allotted to him
shall be paid into the treasury of the United States.

To the captain of any single armed vessel, two twentieth parts,

but if more ships or vessels be in company when a prize is taken,

then the two twentieth parts shall be divided equally among all the

captains.

To the captains of marines, lieutenants and masters, three twentieth

parts of all prizes taken when they are in company, to be divided

equally among them.

To the heutenants of marines, surgeons, chaplains, pursers, boat-

swains, gunners, carpenters, masters' mates, antl the secretary of the

fleet, two twentieth parts, and half of one twentieth part, to be

divided equally among them.

To the following petty warrant officers, viz. midshipmen, (allowed

for each ship six, for each brig four, and for each sloop two,) captains'

clerks, surgeons' mates, stewards, sail-makers, coopers, armourers,

(allowing fur each vessel one of each only,) boatswains' mates, gun-

ners' mates, carpenters' mates, (allo\Amig for each vessel two of each,)

cooks, cockswains, (allowing for each vessel one of each,) Serjeants

of marines, (allowing two for each sliip and one for each brig and
sloop,) three twentieth parts, to be divided equally among them:

and when a prize is taken by any vessel, on board or in company of

which the commander in chief is, then the commander in chief's

cook or cockswain shall be added to the petty warrant-officers, and
share equalty with them.

The remaining eight twentieth parts, and half of the one twentieth

part shall be divided among the rest of the vessel's company or com-
panies, as it may happen, share and share alike.

No officer nor man shall have any share, but such as are actually

on board their several vessels when any prize or prizes shall be taken,
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excepting only such as may have been ordered on board any other

prizes, before taken or sent away by his or their commanding officers.

Upon the capture of any other vessel, if made by a vessel of war,

belonging to the United States, one half of the propertj" condemned
shall be decreed to the United States, and the other half to the cap-

tors, to be divided as aforesaid; if by a private vessel not having a

commission, the whole shall be decreed to the captors: if by any

body or detachment of regular or other troops in the service of the

United States, the whole shall be adjudged to the captors, to be

divided in proportion to the pay in the hne of the army : if by inhab-

itants of the country, being in arms, the whole shall be adjudged to

the captors, to be divided equally among them: provided, that if

any such inhabitant shall be wounded in making the capture, he

shall be entitled to two shares, and if killed, his legal representatives

shall be entitled to four shares; if by the crews of British vessels, the

whole shall be adjudged to the captors, to be divided at the discre-

tion of the court.

On re-capture by an armed vessel belonging to the United States,

of a vessel under the protection of a vessel belonging to the enemy,

commissioned as a man of war or privateer, or where the vessel

re-taken is equipped in a war hke manner, the proportion to be

withdrawn from the original owner, shall be divided as in the case

of a capture of an enemy's vessel commissioned as a man of war or

privateer.

On re-capture by an armed vessel belonging to the United States,

of a vessel under the protection of an hostile vessel not commissioned

as a man of war or privateer; and where the vessel re-taken is not

equipped in a war hke manner, the proportion to be withdrawn from

the original owner shall be divided, as in the case of an hostile vessel

not commissioned as a man of war or privateer.

The rules of decision in the several courts shall be the resolutions

and ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled, public

treaties when declared to be so by an act of Congress, and the law

of nations, according to the general usages of Europe. PubUc treaties

shall have the pre-eminence in all trials.

This ordinance shall commence in force on the 1st day of November
February, which will be in the year of our Lord 1782.'

Done
II
by the United States

||
in Congress

||
assembled,

||
&c. &c.

' This report ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, N^. 59, III, folios 261-272.

See Ante September 17.
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The Committee of the Week report

That the memorial of Donald Campbell of the 3'^ inst. appealing

from the decision of the Comptroller of Accounts, on the settlement

of his Accounts as Deputy Quartermaster General in the Northern

department be referred to a special Committee.'

War Office December 4, /7c'?/.

Sir,

It appears by the petition of Captain Charles Fuhrer, that he was
an odicer in the Hessian line in the pay of Britain. That in the year

1777 he was a prisoner to the United States, while such he formed

an attachment to their cause, and when exchanged thought it his

interest to quit his former emploj' and become a citizen of America.

Some time after it was proposed to raise a Corps by the name of the

German Volunteers, in which he was appointed a Captain and made
an attempt by addressing them to raise a spirit of desertion among
the German troops but failing in this attempt, and all hopes of com-
pleting the Corps being given up, the officers were dismissed, on
which the petitioner received three months' pay and went into other

emplo}^.

So that though his distresses, represented in his petition, may
awaken the feelings of Congress I cannot see that he has any just

demands on them.^

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1781

A letter, of 24 November, from the governor of the State

of New York, was read, together with concurrent resokitions

of the senate and assembly of the said State, declaiutive of

then- sense on the acts of Congi-ess of the 7th and 20th August

' This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 295.

Campbell's memorial is in No. 41, II, folio 371, and was referred to a committee

consisting of Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [William Churrhill] Houston, and Mr. [Ezekiel]

Cornell.

^ This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 17. It

was read this day as the indorsement states.

88382°—VOL 21—12 26
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last, respecting the people residing on the New Hampshire

Grants, on the west side of Connecticut River :
^

Ordered, That the concuiTent resolutions be filed in the

secretary's office among the archives of Congress.

The committee, consisting of ]Mr. [James] Lovell, ^Ir.

[Daniel] CarroU and i\Ir. [Thomas] Bee, to whom was referred

a letter, of 30 November last, from Thomas Edison, report:

"That Thomas Edison has by an essential service to the

United States and a singular proof of his fidelity to their

interests, recommended himself to the attention and reward

of Congress"; ^^'^lereupon,

Ordered, That the sum of two hundred and sixty-six

dollars and two-thirds of a doUar be paid to Thomas Edison

out of the treasury of the United States.^

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1781

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Floyd, seconded by
Mr. [Ai'thur] Middleton, to add as a farther description of the

concurrent resolutions of the senate and assembly of the

State of New York, which were read yesterday, the following

words, to wit:

"And protesting against any attempt made b)' Congress to

carry into execution theh' said acts of the 7th and 20th of

August last."

And the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Ai'thur]

Middleton,

' These papers are in the Papers of the Continenial Congress No. 40, II, folios 105-

117, 123.

Another letter from the Governor of New York, of November 24. inclosing a reso-

lution of senate and assembly relative to the financial condition of the State was
read and referred to Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston and Mr.

J[oseph] Jones. It is in No. 67, II, folio 445.

^ This report, in the writing of James Lovell, except the first resolution which is in

Thomas Bee's hand, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, II. folios 201

and 203. The resolution and order were also entered in the manuscript Secret

(Domestic) Journal. Edison's letter is in No. 78, VIII, folio 375.
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New Hamfshire,
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That the Committee presume Congress having adopted this as a

general regulation in preference before the mode heretofore practised

of admitting appeals to themselves, vsdU not depart from it in par-

ticular cases.

That the Conamittee are therefore of opinion, the Memorialist be

informed that his appeal cannot be received.^

The Committee of the Week report,

That the memorial of Major W. MacPherson requesting an allow-

ance and settlement of tlie depreciation of his Pay and

The application of Major E. Giles for an advance of two months

Pay, be referred to the Secretary at War to report.*

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1781

Sundry letters were read and a report of a committee

debated, but no resolution agi-eed to.''

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1781

On a report from the secretary at war, to whom was re-

ferred a petition of Captain Adrian Provaux,

Resolved, That Captain Adrian Provaux, of the 2d South

Carolina regiment, have a furlough for five months, for the

' This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 509.

- This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 293. The indorsement shows it was passed on

this day. Giles's application, dated December 6, 1781, is in No. 78, X, folio 377.

A letter of this day from the Secretary at War concemiug the prisoners of war

taken atYorktown was read, as the indorsement states, and referred to Mr. J[oseph]

Jones, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell. It is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 23.

Also a letter of December 4th from General Washington, enclosing a copy of an

application from Captain Adrian Provaux, dated November 1, 1781. Washington's

letter is in No. 152, X, folio 405. The copy of Provaux's application is on folio 411,

and was, according to the indorsement, referred to the Secretary at War December 6.

•' A letter of the same day from Charles Friedrich Fiihrer was read, as the indorse-

ment indicates; it is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, IX, folio 495.

It is indorsed: "Answered by the letter of 4 from the Secy, at War."
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purpose of settling the affairs of his deceased father at Cape

Francois/

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel]

Carroll, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, INIr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mr.

[Edmund] Randolph and Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, appointed

to report the number of men necessary to be raised for the

ensuing year, and to whom sundry other matters were

referred

:

The Committee to whom were referred the affairs of the Army
submit the following report:

Resolved, That the legislature of each State raise, at the

expence thereof, in the first instance, to be reimbm"sed by the

United States, so many men as may be necessary to com-

plete the quota assigned to such State, out of the number of

land forces agreed upon in the resolution of the 3d and 21

days of October, 1780, calculating the deficiency upon the

number of men whose time of service will expire on or before

the first day of March, 1782.

Resolved, That the legislature of each State be called upon,

in the most pressing manner, to cause the quota thereof of

land forces, to be compleated and in the field by the first day

of March next, and to provide for replacing those men whose

time of service shall expire between the said first day of

March, 1782, and the last day of November in the said year.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of

each State, to fill up the quota thereof of land forces by

inlistments for three years, or during the war.

Resolved, That such states as now have any non-commis-

sioned officers or privates in any of the regiments of cavalry,

legionary corps, artillery, or Hazen's regiment, be credited

in their quotas for such men, according to the numbers, from

time to time; for which purpose the Commander in Chief is

hereby directed to specify such non-commissioned officers

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 31.
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and privates to the states to which they formerly belonged,

in the returns which he shall make to the states, and in his

annual return to Congress.

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief cause returns to

be made as speedily as possible, to the legislature of each

State, as well of the number of men whose time of service

expire before the first day of March, 1782, as of those whose

time of service will expu'e on or before the last day of Novem-
ber in the year aforesaid.

Boaolvcd- fclmt ag soon as tho numbor ' of white inhabitantg in oaoh

state ijhall bo ascortaincd the requisitions hereinafter made ahall bo

liquidated and adjusted in that proportion: and CTery -statc furnishing'

be credited, or furnishing less shall be charged therewith. '

The Committee to whom was referred a letter of the G?^ instant

from the Secretary at War report

:

That it be earnestly recommended to the executive authority of

the States of Virginia and Maryland respectively to furnish such

number of Men and Teams as the Secretary at War shall think

necessary to guard and remove prisoners of War from Winchester to

Fredericktown and from thence to Lancaster and to guard such

prisoners of War as shall remain at Winchester and Fredericktown.

This guard to serve until they are relieved by a detachment from
the Continental Army or troops raised specially for that purpose,

and that the Secretary at War take measure accordingly.-

The Committee of the Week report,

That the letter of Captain T. B. Hugon and the letter and memorial

of Lieutenant Colonel T. Woolford and others, all officers of the

Maryland and Virginia Lines be referred to the Secretary at War.^

' This report, in the \vriting of Daniel Carroll, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 21, folio 263.

' This report, in the writing of Bzekiel Cornell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 27, folio 147; it was read on this day, as the indorsement shows.

' This report, in the writing of William Ohiirohill Houston, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 291. It was agreed to on this day, as the indorse-

ment shows. Hugon's letter is in No. 78, XII, folio 201. The memorial of the

officers of the Maryland and Virginia Lines is in No. 41, VII, folio 302, and the let'er

transmitting it, on folio 300.

Also on this day waa read a letter from Eben Hazard, dated December 10; it is in

No. 61, folio 83.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER ii, 1781

A motion was made by Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by
Mr. [Isaac] Motte,

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several

states, to cause to be taken and transmitted to Congress, as

soon as practicable, the number of the white inhabitants

thereof, pursuant to the ninth article of the Confederation.

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Daniel]

Carroll,

ay

Nno Hampshire,
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1781

The report of the committee on the instructions from the

general Assembly of IMassachusetts to then* delegates, debated

and re-committed.

The Committee of the Week Report,

That the Letter of Dec? 10'? from Major Edward Giles respecting

the Brevet Commission granted to him by Congress on the 9'? of

March be referred to a special Committee, it being necessary that

Congress should either explain their intentions in passing that Resolve

or that the merits of the case of Major Giles should be passed upon
anew.

That the Memorial of several officers of the Pennsylvania Line

dated Dec- 10* respecting their pay be referred to the Secretary

of War.
That the Petition of David Rees respecting his account of rum

furnished to the Southern Ai-m}' be referred to the Comptroller of the

Treasury.

That the Letter account and Vouchers of John Dusseron be referred

to the Comptroller.'

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1781

On a report of the secretary at war, to whom was referred

sundry applications of particular officers.

War Office Dec. W" 17S1.
Sir,

That Captain Hugan has served in the Southern Department near

two years without pay cannot be doubted, or that he is justly entitled

' This report, in the writing of James Lovell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 297. The indorsement shows it was passed on this day.

Giles's letter is in No. 78, X, folio 381; the memorial of the Pennsylvania officers is

in No. 41, VII, folios 308 and 312.

A letter, of November 20, from the Governor of Vermont, was read on this day,

together with a report of proceedings of the Vermont legislature on the acts of

Congress of 7th and 20th August, 1781. The letter is in No. 40, II, folio 119, and

the report on folios 65-75.

Also a letter of the same day from the Secretary at War reporting his conference with

the Superintendent of Finance. It is in No. 149, I, folio 41.
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to the full balance of pay due to him. Yet I see nothing in his situa-

tion wluch should give liim the preference and especially of ofEcers

who are now in the field, and whoso pay from necessity has been as

long detained. In order to prevent the frequent appUcations of this

kind, the expense arising to individuals who make them and the con-

fusion which will bo introduced into our pubUc accounts by such

partial payments as well as the discontentment arising from the

uncquahty of payments to chfferent ofhcers,

I beg leave to submit to the consideration of Congress the propriety

of the following resolve

:

Resolved, That in future no particular waiTants issue in

favour of any officers in actual service in the line of any State,

for pay or subsistance, but that at all times they draw their

pay and subsistance with the regiment to which they respec-

tively belong, from the paymaster of such regiment.^

On another report from the secretary at war, to whom was

referred a letter from John Sprague, in behalf of Brigadier

General James Reed,
War Office Dec. 7. 1781.

Sir,

It appears b}" a letter from John Sprague in behalf of Brigadier

General James Reed of the State of New Hampshire, and the papers

accompanying it which are referred, that by a resolve of Congress of

the 3"^ of January last, General Reed was put on the list of retiring

officers, and the State of New Hampshire was requested to provide

for his half pay and for the payment of his depreciation from the time

of liis appointment to that day, no provision was made in said resolve

for the discharge of his pay which was due to liim from the first day

of August 1779 to the last day of December 17S0, 17 months, nor for

his retained rations from the first of September 1778 to the last day

of December 1780, 852 days eleven in each day amounting to 9,372

rations; all which appears to be his just due.

I beg leave therefore to submit the following resolve:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of New Hampshire
to make up the depreciation of BrigacUer General Reed's pay from

the time of lus appointment to the first day of August 1779 and to

pay him the real value of his wages as estabUshed by Congress, at the

' Tkis refwrt is ia the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 37.
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rate of one hundred and twenty five dollars per month from the first

day of August 1779 to the last day of December 1780, seventeen

months amounting to two thousand one hundred and twenty five

dollars, and that they pay him for his retained rations, at one ninth

of a dollar each ration, from the first day of September 1778 to the

3 P.' day of December 1780, eight hundred and twenty five days,

eleven rations per day, nine thousand three hundred and seventj' two

rations at one ninth of a dollar amounting to one thousand forty one

dollars and three ninths of a dollar.*

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of New
Hampshire to make up the depreciation of Brigadier General

Reed's pay, from the time of his appointment to the first day

of August, 1779, and to pay him the real value of his wages

as established by Congress, at the rate of one hundred and

twenty-five dollars per month, from the first day of August,

1779, to the last day of December, 1780; and that they pay

him for his retained rations, amounting to 9,372, at the rate

of one-ninth of a dollar per ration.

On a report of a committee appointed to confer with the

Commander in Chief on the arrangement of the army, to

whom was referred a report of the Board of War on a memo-
rial of Major Galvan,

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Board of

War of the 14'." of November last on the Memorial of Major Galvan

report the following resolution (to wit).

Resolved, That notwithstanding Congress entertain a just

sense of the merit of Major Galvan, the good of the service

will not permit his being promoted at this time."

On application of the Delegates of South Carolina

Eesolved, That the Secretary at War take order for furnishing the

said Delegates with 4,000 stand of arms, lb. 4,000 weight of musket

powder lb. 12,000 lead, 12,000 flints, the said supply to be on

account of the State of South Carolina and charged to the said

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, 1, folio 27.

~ This report, in the writing of Ezekiel Cornell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 367.
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State; [and also on the application of the delegates for the State of

Georgia, 500 stand of arms 1,500 pounds musket powder, 1,500

pounds lead and 1,500 flints for which the said State is to be

accountable.]

'

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1781

On motion of Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, seconded by Mr.

[Abraham] Clark,

Resolved, That the resolution passed yesterday against

issuing particular warrants, and respecting the mode of

drawing for pay and subsistauce, be extended to officers of

the seperate corps, as well as to those in the lines of the

several states.

On a report from the Secretary at War, to whom were

referred motions made by the delegates of South Carolina and
Georgia, for arms and ammunition for the use of their re-

spective states,

War Office December IS^^ 17S1.

SiK,

I have attended to the motion for supplying South Carolina with

four thousand stand of arms a quantity of ammunition &c. I am
sorry that the state of our magazines here and in Virginia will not

admit our sending at this time a supply which the representatives of

the State think necessary to its safety. I hope however though their

request cannot be fully complied with, yet if Congress should think

proper to order the number of arras &c. mentioned in the draft of a

'This motion, in the writing of Nicholas Evcleigh, except the part in brackets,

which is in Arthur Middleton's writing, was referred, as the indorsement shows, to

the Secretary at War. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, I, folios

239, 241.

A petition of John Wheelock, President of Dartmouth College, was read on this day

and referred to a committee. Samuel Livermore, Daniel Carroll, and William Churchill

Houston; it is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 535.

A letter from Captain John Da^ns, of this date, was read on this or an approximate

date. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 431.

A letter, dated December 3, 1781, from Brigadier General Wm. Irvine, was read on

this day and referred to the Secretary at War, according to the indorsement; it is in

the Washington Papers, 97, folio 255.



1170 Journals of Congress

resolve herewith submitted that the relief will for the present be

ample and especially considering the eight hundred stand of arms,

sent on from Virginia to General Greene, the three hundred stand

reported in favor of Georgia and the two thousand stand lately

granted to North Carolina.

Resolved, That the Secretary at War take order for fur-

nishing the delegates of South CaroUna with twelve hundred

stand of arms, twelve hundred cartouch boxes, one ton of

musket powder, two tons of lead, five thousand flints, with a

sufficient quantity of paper and thread to make the powder

into cartridges, the said supply to be charged to the account

of the said State

:

That the Secretary at War take order for furnishing the

delegates of the State of Georgia, with three hundred stand

of arms and accoutrements, three hundred cartouch boxes,

five hundred pounds of powder, one thousand pounds of

lead, fifteen hundred flints, with a sufficient quantity of

thread and paper to make up the powder into cartridges,

the said supply to be on the account and charged to the

State of Georgia.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr, [Edmund]
Randolph, Mr. [William] EUery, and Mr. [Ai'thur] Middleton,

to whom was referred a petition of John Larreguy, in behalf

of John Joseph Lacoizqueta and John Barberis, subjects of

his Catholic Majesty, concerning twenty-two barrels of

cochineal, said to have belonged to the said Lacoizqueta and
Barberis, and stated by him to have been taken by a vessel

bearing the commission of the United States, and condemned
in the first instance by the maritime court of j\Iassachusetts,

and afterwards by the Court of Appeals

:

Resolved, That the said John Larreguy be informed that

the Court of Appeals is the established judicature in the

United States, in the last resort, on questions relative to

prize; that the judges of that court are left free in their

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 49.
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judgment; that as no proof nor even insinuation is suggested,

that they affirmed the sentence of the maritime court of

Massachusetts against their conscience, Congress cannot

interfere in the complaint contained in the said petition; but

that appHcation for relief against the sentence of affirmation,

if any, ought to be made to the Court of Appeals.'

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [George]

Clymer, i\Ir. [James] Lovell, and Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins,

to whom ^^•as refeiTed a letter of 10 from ]\Iajor Giles,

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of DecT 10*? from

Major Giles, report.

That by a resolution of Congress passed upon the 30".' of April

1778 it was settled that brevets given to commissioned officers in the

United States should give rank only in detachments and on Courts

Martial and should not entitle to any encrease of pay.

That upon November 24'? of that same year, it was determined

that no brevets should be granted in future except to officers in the

line or for eminent services.

That brevets variously worded have been since given to officers

not of the line and therefore must have been for eminent services.

That some have been given to persons who were quitting the serv-

ice while others appear to have been given for the purpose of placing

in service those who were honoured with them.

That Major Giles appears to be of the latter class because the

brevet of !Major was given to him, on March 9^ 1781 upon the repre-

sentations which several general officers made of his nuhtaiy talents

and past services and particularly upon the letter of Brigadier Morgan
of JanT 20'!" which your Committee herewith present.

That the brevet however which was given to Major Giles does not

contain any words whereby he is entitled to pay even while in actual

sei-vice although when a brevet was granted to Major McPherson
upon the 16'? of Septr 1779 it was resolved that he should receive

the pay and subsistence of a Major while in actual ser\nce.

The Committee therefore reconmaenil that (if Congress think it

inexpedient to grant regular commissions to Major Macpherson and

' This report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 29, 111, folio 413. Larreguy's petition, dated October 4, 1781, is

in No. 43, folio 141. According to the indorsement, it was read and committed

December 14.
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Major Giles to bear dates correspondent to those of their brevets)

it be

Resolved, That Major Edward Giles, while in actual serv-

ice, be entitled to receive the pay and subsistance of a

major.'

Whereas it has been attended with much uncertainty and htiga-

tion to determine when an armed vessel or vessels may be said to be

so in sight as to entitle them to share in any captvu-e made, which
to prevent,

Resolved, that no vessel or vessels for the future shall be entitled

to share in any capture made unless they are so in sight at the time

of capture as to be within gun shot of the vessel captured in which

case and in no other the friendly vessel or vessels, being armed
manned and properly commissioned shall be entitled to share with

the captors in such prize or prizes so captured in proportion to their

respective number of men and weight of metal, any law usage or

custom to the contrary notwithstanding.-

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1781

On a report of a committee, consisting of IVIi-. J[oseph]

Jones, Mr. [William] Ellery, and IVIi-. [Samuel] Osgood, to

whom was refen-ed a letter from Richard Peters, esq. late

a commissioner of the Board of War,

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Richard Petere

late commissioner of the Board of War of the 295? of this month beg

leave to report as their opinion

—

Resolved, That IV'Ii-. Peters' letter be entered on the Journal,

and that he be informed that Congi-ess are sensible of his

merit, and convinced of his attachment to the cause of his

' This report, in tlie writing of George Clymer, ia in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 407.

* This motion, by Richard Law, and in his writing, was offered on this day and
referred, as the indorsement shows, to Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [William] EUery
and Mr. [Richard] Law. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, I,

folio 243.

Also a letter of this date from the Secretary at War; it is in No. 149, I, folio 45.
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country, and return him their thanks for his long and faithful

service in the war department.'

The letter is as follows:
War Office, November 29, 1781.

Sib,

General Lincoln having taken upon liim the business entrusted to

my care, and the powers with wlxiih I was honored ceasing, I have

dehvered to liiui the books and papers of the department, and beg to

take my most respectful leave of Congress as a public ofTicer. After

my having exercised luider their immediate observation, for more
than five years past, an arduous employment, wliich, in its commence-
ment, I had to organize and arrange, in its progress always to share,

and for no inconsiderable portion of the time, solely to support its

difficulties, it is needless for me to make any professions of unalterable

attachment to the cause of my country. It gives me pleasure that

the situation of public affairs has, in a considerable degree, abated

the embarrassments attending the department, and that the gentle-

man who succeeds to it will have to travel in a j)ath, though not

wthout its impediments, yet less thorny than that trodden by his

predecessors. Far from being greedy after fame, I shall deem myself

fortunate, if, through the vicissitudes of the war, and in the various

Scenes of business I have been engaged, I have conducted myself

irreproachably. I am happy that the time I leave the pubhc business,

is one of the most jirosperous periods of the war, and that it can be

so agreeably contrasted with that in which I was called to it. I

shall return on this account, with great cheerfulness, because I can

do it with honor, to the duties of a private citizen, and hope ere long

to enjoy in peace that independence, which in prospect has animated

me through many a toilsome day, and will amply reward me for the

loss of private ease and fortune, and all the perplexities and distresses

I have continually assisted to encounter in the department in which

I had the honor to serve.

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect.

Your very obedient servant,

Richard Peters.

His excellency the President of Congress.^

' This report, in the writing of Joseph Jones, is in the Papers of the Conlinental Con-

gress, No. 19, V, folio 137.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 469.

The iiidorsfmenl: bIiows that il was read in Congress, November 29, and referred to

Mr. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. [Williuni] Ellcry and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood.
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A letter to the states reported and agreed to, ui'ging them
to comply with the requisitions for men and money.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph,

Mr. , reported the draft of a circular letter to the

states, which was agi*eed, and is as follows:

Gentlemen,
We are happy to observe that the present year hath

been distinguished by the reduction of a powerful British

gan'ison in Virginia, and that om" arms have also been

prosperous in other parts of the United States. But to

infer that our inexorable foe is subdued beyond recovery,

may be attended with ruinous consequences. These

events will yield but momentary advantages, unless sup-

ported by vigorous measm^es in future.

From an assm-ance that peace is best attained by
preparations for war, and that in the cabinet of nego-

tiations those arguments carry with them the greatest

weight which are enforced not only with a retrospect of

important victories, but by a well gi"ounded prospect

of future successes, we have called upon you for eight

millions of dollai-s, and for youi* respective deficiencies of

the mihtary estabUshment.

Seven years have nearly passed since the sword was
first unsheathed. The sums expended in so long a

period in a just and necessary war must appear mod-
erate; nor can any demand for pecuniary aid be deemed
exorbitant by those who compute the extent of the pub-

lic exigencies and the proportion of the requisition to the

abilities of the states.

Suppose not that funds exist for oui* relief bej'-ond

the limits of these states. As the possessions of the

citizens constitute our natural resom'ces, and from a

sense of then- sufficiency the standai'd of war was
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erected ngainst Great Britain, so on them alone we
now rely. But even if loans were attainable, theii-

amount would be merely commensui'ate with om' ability

and inclination to repay; and by nothing can both be

more satisfactorily e\'idenced than by a generous exer-

tion amidst the languor of public credit. Arguing from

the former dilatoriness of supplies, the enemy, after

having abandoned serious expectations of conquest by
arms, anticipate it in imagination from the dissolution

of our public credit.

They cannot however deny the fu'mness of the basis

on which it may be placed, when they sm-vcy the wide

limits of this confederate country, the fruitfulness of

its soil, and the industry of its people.

But the want of money is not the only source of om-

difficulties; nor do the enemy gather consolation from

the state of our finances alone. We are distressed by
the thinness of our battalions. So vulnerable does the

boldness of navigation render the very bosom of these

states, so dispersed in some parts is the population, and

so rapid our enemy in transportation, that they seize

and exhaust large districts before then- ravages can be

checked. The requisition for the completion of your

battalions is therefore not only reasonable, but indis-

pensable.'

Tardiness in the collection of our troops has constantly

encouraged in om* enemy a suspicion that American

opposition is on the decline. Hence money from time

to time is poui-ed into the coffers of our enemy; and the

lender is perhaps allured by the prospect of receiving it

with an usurious interest from the spoils of confiscation.

To whom then rather than yourselves, who are called

to the* giuirdianship and sovereignty of your country,

' Up to thia point the draft waa copied out fair by Thomson.

86382°—VOL 21— 12 20
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can these considerations be addressed ? Joint labourers

as we are, in tlie work of independence, duty impels us

to admonish you of the crisis. We possess no funds

which do not originate with you. We can command no

levies, which are not raised under your acts. Well shall

we acquit ourselves to the world, should peace, towards

the acquisition of which so illustrious a point hath been

gained, now escape our embraces, by the inadequacy of

oui* army, or om* treasm'e: for an appeal to this expo-

sition of your affairs will demonstrate our watchfulness

of your happiness.

We conjure you to remember what confidence we shall

establish in the breast of that gi'eat monarch, who has

become a party in our political welfare, by a bold, ener-

getick display of om" ability.

We therefore trust in your attention and zeal to avail

yom'selves, at this important crisis, of the glorious advan-

tages lately obtained, by a full compliance with these

requisitions of men and money which we have made to

you, and the necessity of which hath been pointed out

to us by the matm-est consideration on the present cir-

cumstances of these United States.

By order of Congress.

John Hanson, Presidents

' This letter was entered only in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal and in

No. 12 (Estimates). The draft from which it was made is in the writing of Edmund
Randolph, from which, in Daniel Carroll's hand, was made the draft adopted. The

Randolph draft is as follows:

The United States in Congress Assembled to the legislatures of the States of New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut,

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,

South Carolina, and Georgia.

Gentlemen,
If peace be your hope its accomplishment must be sought in earnest preparations

for war. In the cabinet of negotiation he the most easily persuades, whu, having

overthrown his enemy, shows himself able to prevent a recovery.

The present year hath indeed been distinguished by the reduction of a powerful

British garrison in Virginia and repeated victories in other parts of the continent.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER i8, 1781

On report of the committee appointed to report the num-
ber of men, &c.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatiu*e of

each State to appoint one or more places at which the

recruits thereof shall rendezvous, to supply such recruits

with provisions from the time of their being mustered until

they shall join the army; and to give notice of the place

But it would be ruinous to infer that our inexorable foe is subdued because he ia

checked. This event therefore is not the ultimate good, for which we labour. Nay,

it will yield but a momentary advantage, unless the happy blow shall be pursued

with vigor.

From an assurance of these truths we have lately made requisitions for eight milliona

of dollars, and the deficiencies of the military establishment.

Six years have elapsed since the sword was first unsheathed. During this period,

moderation hath marked every call for supplies nor can this demand for pecuniary

aid be deemed exorbitant by those, who compute the extent of public exigencies,

and the distant proportion of eight millions of dollars to the immense mass of property,

devoted, on the eruption of the contest, to the cause of freedom.

Suppose not that funds exist for our relief beyond the limits of these states. As the

the possessions of the citizens constitute our natural resources and from a sense of

their sufficiency the standard of war was erected against Great Britain so on them
alone we now rely. But even if loans were attainable, their amount would be merely

conimonsunite with our ability and inclination to repay, and by nothing can both

bo more satisfactorily evidenced than by a generous exertion amidst the languor of

public revenue.

Arguing from the former dUatoriness of supplies, the enemy, after having abandoned
serious expectations of conquest by arms anticipate it in imagination from the dissolu-

tion of our public credit. They cannot however deny the firmness of the basis, on

which it may be placed when they survey the wide limits of this confederate country,

the fruitfulncss of its soil, and the industry of its people.

But docs the want of money only beget difficulties? Did we consecrate our wealth

only to the American war? Have we a belief that we shall derive every other succour

from friends? or does the enemy gather consolation from the supposed decay of our

finances alone? No.

We are distressed by the thinness of our battalions also. So vulnerable does the

boldness of navigation render the very bosom of these states, so dispersed in some
parts is the population, and so rapid our enemy in transportation that they seize and
exhaust large districts before their ravages can be checked. These hostile insults

would quickly coaHC from an experience of their inefficacy, if our military force

would suffer important detachments. Perhaps it might be hazardous to affirm that

upon the completion of the establishment, our yeomanry might always remain at
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or places so appointed to the Commander in Chief, or the

commanding officer of the southern department, who, upon
receiving such notice, will send to each place of rendezvous

a judicious, faithful officer, whose duty it shall be to muster

the recruits and forw^ard them to the places of their destina-

tion; to keep a size-roll of all the men he shall muster, and
give a copy thereof to the officer commanding the recruits

sent forwai'd as aforesaid; to transmit weekly a copy of the

roll to the executive of the State for which the recruits are

mustered; and, upon mustering a recruit, to certify to the

person producing him, the class, town and county for which

he was engaged to serve, which certificate shall be full

home. And yet it must be conceded that, in this event, harrassmenta of the militia

would be often avoided, or if drawn into service they would act with double power
when seconded by a party howsoever small, of r^:ular troops.

This requisition is not only reasonable, but indispensible. Reasonable because at

the commencement of the war, the great body of the people inlisted under the banners

of liberty—indispensible, because we have no authority to expect, that the want of

numbers in our own army will be supplied by auxiliary forces.

Tardiness in the collection of our troops has constantly encouraged in our enemy
a suspicion, that American opposition is on the decline. Hence money from time

to time, is poured into the coffers of our enemy and the lender perhaps is allured by
the prospect of receiving it, with an usurious interest from the spoUs of confiscation.

To whom then rather than yourselves who are called to the guardianship and
sovereignty of your country can these considerations be addressed? Joint labourers

as we are in the work of Independance, duty impels us to admonish you of the crisis.

We possess no ftmds, which do not originate with you—we can command no levies,

which are not raised under your own acts. Well shall we acquit ourselves to the

world, should peace, towards the acquisition of which so illustrious a point hath been

gained, now escape oiur embraces, by the inadequacy of our army or our treasure;

for an appeal to this exposition of your affairs will demonstrate our watchfulness of

yoiu- happiness.

We conjure you to remember, what confidence we shall establish in the breast

of that great monarch, who has become a party in oiu: political welfare; by a bold,

energetic display of our abOity.

Trusting therefore that these Representations will cause you to weigh, with atten-

tion and zeal, this precious moment, and thus produce the men and money, lately

jequired, we pray God to have you in his holy keeping.

Done &c.

This draft is in the Papers oj the Continental Congress, No. 24, foUo 321, Carroll's

draft being on folio 325, and Thomson's copy on folio 313
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evidence that an able-bodied man has been mustered and
received/

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1781

On motion of Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, seconded by Mr,

[Samuel] Osgood,

Resolved, That in case the superintendant of finance shall

find it convenient and proper to provide by contract for

supplying the recruits at and from the places of rendezvous

until they join the army, the states may be relieved from that

duty.

On the report of the committee, appointed to report the

number of men, &c.

The Committee appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief

on the report of the Board of War, respecting the General Officers

submit the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief do from time to

time, as occasion may require, make known to the Secretary

at War, the number of general officers M^hich he shall judge

necessary to be in the field, in the main and seperate armies,

and in different parts of the United States, and that on the

receipt thereof, the Secretary at War shall issue his orders to

such general officers as he shall think proper, to remain in or

take the field for the pui'pose of compleating the said manlier,

and that he report to Congress the names of the officers

remaining in, or called into the field.

' This report, in the writing of Ezekiel Cornell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 371. A copy by Charles Thomson is on folio 373.

A letter of December 4 from the President of New Hampshire to the delegates of

that State in Congress was read, as the indorsement shows, on this day, and referred

toacommittee, consisting of Mr. [Daniol] Carroll, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [Abraham]

Clark, Mr. J[oseph] Jones and Mr. [Arthur] Middleton. It is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 40, II, folio 137.

A letter, of 15, from the Legislature of New Jersey to their delegates in Congress

was read, as the indorsement show.'?, and referred lo the committee appointed to confer

with the Commander in Chief. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 68,

folio 587.
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Resolved, That every general officer who shall not be in

the field agreeably to the foregoing resolution, shall be con-

sidered as being on the half pay establishment, but liable to

be called into the field; and that everj- general officer who
shall have been on the half pay establishment according to

the precedmg resolution, and shall be recalled into the field,

shall receive during his continuance in actual command
every allowance and emolument incident to his rank.

Resolved That if any Gonoral Officer shall at the time of entering

upon the half pay establishment, certify to the Secretary at "War his

election to continue thereon he shall -not be liable to be called into the

field as aforesaid. '

A motion was made by Mr. [WUliam] Ellery, seconded by
Rlr. [Arthur] IMiddleton, to add the following proviso, to wit:

Provided ne^ertheless, that no general officer shall remain

in or take the field without the approbation of Congress.

On the question to agree to this proviso, the yeas and

nays being required by ]\Ir. ["\^4Uiam] Ellery,

New Hampshire,

]VIr. Livermore, no

}

no
]

no

no

ay
no

no

no

no }

Massachusetts,

Mr. Lovell,

Partridge,

Osgood,

Rhode Island,

!Mr. Ellery,

Cornell,

Connecticut,

jMt. Law,
Wolcott,

New YorJc,

III. Floyd,

' This report, in the writing of Daniel Carroll, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 375. The motion following it, in the writing of Charles

Thomson, is on the same folio.

no

div.

no

New Jersey,
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New York, two tons of gun-powder, and charge the same to

the said State.'

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1781

On motion of Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by Mr.

[Isaac] ]\Iotte,

Resolved, That at eleven o'clock every morning, to which

Congress is adjom-ned, the secretary shall call the states, and
in case a sufficient number to proceed upon business should

not be present, the President shall then adjourn Congress for

that day without a question, and the Secretary shall note in

a book to be kept for that piu-pose, the states unrepresented.

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Mathews have leave of absence.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1781

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer, a delegate for New Jersey, attended.

On a report from the Secretary at War,

War Office 21" December 1781.
Sm,
The method hitherto practiced in the Army of inlisting men to serve

as fifers and drummers and paying them additional pay is attended

with manifest injuiy to the service for nothing is more common than

to see men employed in that duty who are in every respect fit for

soldiers, whUst boys hardly able to bear arms are put iato the ranks,

and the Commanding officers of Corps have not the power of remedy-

ing this e^Til without violating the engagement of the men enlisted as

drummers orfifers.

I therefore wish Congress would be pleased to order, that for the

future no recruit should be engaged as drummer or fifer; but that

' This report, in the writing of Ezekiel Cornell, la in the Papers 0/ the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 379.

A memorial of George Glentworth and others, eupemumerary physicians and Bur-

geons of the general hospital, was presented this day and referred to the Secretary at

War, as the indorsement shows. It is dated December 17, 1781, and is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 41, III, folio 483.
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the commanding officers of Corps should be authorized to employ
such of their men on that duty from time to time as shall be most
proper and that the additional pay to such who shall be so employed

hereafter shall be appropriated to the repair of their drums and
fifes. Also that the number of men employed on that duty in any
Corps, shall not exceed the proportion allowed the respective Corps

in the establishment.

If Congress should approve of these sentiments I beg to submit

to their consideration the proprietj^ of passing the inclosed minutes

of a resolve

:

Resolved, That in future no recruit shall be inlisted to

serve as a drummer or fifer. When such are wanted, they

shall be taken from the soldiers of the corps, in such numbers

and of such description as the Commander in Chief or the

commanding officer of a seperate army shall direct, and be

retm-ned back and others drawn out as often as the good of

the service shall make necessary.

That all drummers and fifers, after being supplied each

with a good drum and fife, shall keep the same in repair by
stoppages from his pay, in such manner as the commanding
officer of the corps shall order.

^

A letter, from the superintendant of finance, was read,

wherein he requests that Congress will be pleased to appoint

two auditors as soon as may be convenient.^

An ordinance respecting the hospital department was read

the first time

:

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned for the second

reading of this ordinance.

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [James]

Lovell, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, and Mr. [George] Clymer, to

whom was referred so much of a report from the Commit-
tee of Commerce as relates to the salary of Mr. William

Bingham,

' Thia report ia in the Papers of Ike Continental Congress, No. 149, I, folio 59; the

resolution beinf; on folio 57.

'This letter is in the Papers of Ihc Continental Congress, No. 137, I, folio 253.
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The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Commer-
cial Committee respecting the salary and expences of M'' Bingham as

political Agent of Congress in the French West Indies report the same
resolution as was presented by the Commercial Committee, viz:

Resolved, That there be passed to the credit of William

Bingham, esq, on the treasury books, the sum of one hundred

and ten thousand three hundred and twenty-four li\Tes of

Martinique, due to him as the political agent of the United

States in the French West Indies, to bear an interest [of six

per cent, per annum,] from the 14 day of June last.'

Wednesday and Friday employed in the second reading of

the ordinance on the hospital department, which, after

debate, was referred to a new committee."

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1781

On report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur]

Middleton, Mr. [George] Clymer and Mr. [Abraham] Clark,

to whom was referred a motion for supplying the several

States with copies of ordinances or reports previously to their

being debated,

Ordered, That whenever a day is assigned for the consid-

eration of any ordinance or report, upon a matter of impor-

tance and not of a secret nature, the secretary, ex officio,

cause to be made out and laid upon the table of Congress,

as soon as may be, a copy of such ordinance or report for

each State represented in Congress, for the information of

members previously to their being debated.^

' This report, in the writing of James Lovell, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 19, I, folio 351. Tho words in brackets were added in Congress.

^ On December 24, was read a letter of 10th from the Governor of New Hampshire.

It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 64, folio 210.

On December 24, according to the indorsement, was read a letter of December 21

from Richard Peters. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII,
folio 473.

Also a letter of December 24 from General Washington. It is in No. 152, X, folio 417

.

' Thk report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, folios 83-87.



December, 1781 1185

An ordinance for incorporating the subscribers to the

national bank, was read a first time:

The Committee appointed to confer with the Bank upon the act

of incorporation proposed by them to Congress.

Report,

That it does not seem probable, that an Act of incorporation could

be obtained from the Legislature of Pennsjdvania before the middle

of next March.

That in the Meantime, the finances of the United States must suffer

considerably mthout the aid of the Bank.
That the Bank caimot operate without an act of incorporation from

Congress itself.

The Committee therefore

—

Report the following act of incorporation (here read the act, and
let a question be taken upon reading it a second time on Monday
next) and the Committee beg leave to sit again.

Bmolved ; That it be rccommondod to -tho Logialaturo of Each State

pass other laws according to tho rocommcfidationa, contained in-tho

Roaolution9-ot'-thc-2r, '!' day of May last, respecting tho-NationalBank. '

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for a second

reading.*

' This report, in the writing ot Edmund Randolph, is in the Papers of the. Conti-

nental Congress, No. 59, III, folio 315.

" A lettor of December 21 from Major General William Heath, enclosing a paragraph

of a letter from Brigadier General John Stark, was read this day, as the indorsement

shows, and referred to a committee consisting of Mr. [DanielJ Carroll, Mr. [Ezekiel]

Cornell, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Joseph] Jones and Mr. [Arthur] Middleton.

It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 40, II, folio 173.

A letter of December 27 from the Secretary at War enclosing a statement by Captain

Pry of losses of clothing was delivered December 28; it is in No. 149, I, folio 73, and
Pry's memorial, dated December 26, 1781, is on folio 67.

Also on the same date, according to the indorsement, a letter of December 27 from

General \\'afihington was read and referred to Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [Ezekiel]

Cornell, and Mr. [Richard] Law. It is in No. 152, X, folio 425, and is printed in

The Writings o/ Washington (Ford), IX, 421.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 31, 178X

The ordinance for incorporating the subscribers to the

Bank of North America, was read a second time, and ordered

to be read a third time at two o'clock.

On report of the committee, appointed to confer with the

Commander in Chief, to whom was referred a report of the

Board of Wax respecting a number of officers not belonging

to the line of any particular State or seperate corps of the

army.

The Committee appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief

and Secretary at War on the subject contained ia a report of the Board

of War respecting a number of Officers not belonging to the line of

any particular State or separate corps of the Army having proceeded

according to order, Report,

That there are a number of officers in different parts of the United

States who do not belong to the line of any particular State or sep-

erate corps of the Army from the frequent reductions of which most

of them are left without employ. The additional expence of pay and

subsistence of so large a number of Officers is a burden too great for

the pubhc to bear, and if continued must in its consequences opperate

to the great injury of Officers whose service is absolutely necessary

Therefore be it

Resolved, That all officers of the line of the army, below the

rank of brigadier general, who do not belong to the line of

any particular State or seperate corps of the army, and are

entitled by acts of Congress to paj^ and subsistance, shall

have the same with the depreciation of their pay made good

to the first day of January, 1782.

Resolved, That the Secretary at War be, and he is hereby

du'ected to make returns to Congress on or before the 20th

day of January, 1782, of the names and rank of all the officers

necessary to be retained in service, that are included in the

preceding resolution.
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Resolved, That all officers included in the foregoing descrip-

tion, and whose names shall not be inserted in the returns

du'ected to be made by the preceding resolution, shall be

considered as retunng from service on the 1st day of January,

1782; provided always, that nothing contained in these reso-

lutions, shall be construed so as to prevent or hinder any

officer that shall retu-e as aforesaid, from enjoying all the

emoluments that he may, upon retiring, be entitled to by

any former acts of Congress.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states

respectively, to settle the depreciation of the pay of all the

officers that are inhabitants of their respective states, and

shall retu-e fi'om service under the preceding resolutions, in

the same manner as they settled with the officers of the line

of theu" State, and charge the same to the United States:

and that the depreciation of all officers of the line of the

army, not being inhabitants of the United States, nor belong-

ing to the line of any State, be settled upon the same scale

by which the settlement was made with the officers and
privates of Colonel Hazen's regiment.'

The ordinance being read a third time, was agreed to as

follows

:

An ordinance to incorporate the subscribers to the bank of North
America.

A\'hcrca9 a National Bank, -proporly-constitutod, governed and Con
ducted, will be of great advantago-to-thc !jC -Unitcd ' States : aiid-whcrcas

a Subrjcription for a National Bank has been opened , and the Sub
scribenj deserve the Protection, cncouragcmont and -assiatanco of tlio

public: And whereaa it ia proper and nceeaaary that the Subacribora

the good eiida propoacd by it.

Whereas Congress on the 26th day of May last did, from a convic-

tion of the support which the finances of the United States would

• This report, in the writing of Ezekiel Cornell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 27, folio 149, the closing sentence in the report specifying tlu! Bettlcnicnt

"agreeahio to the resolution of Congress of the 16th April, 1781."
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receive from the establishment * of a national bank, approve a plan

for such an institution submitted to their consideration by Robert

Morris, esq. and now lodged among the archives of Congress, and did

engage to promote the same by the most effectual means; and
whereas, the subscription thereto is now filled from an expectation of

a charter of incorporation from Congress, the directors and president

are chosen, and application hath been made to Congress by the said

president and directors for an act of incorporation : and whereas, the

exigencies of the United States render it indispensably necessary that

such an act be immediately passed:

Be it therefore ordained, and it is hereby ordained, by the United

States in Congress assembled, that those who are, and those who shall

become subscribers to the said bank be, and forever after shaU be, a

corporation and body politic to all intents and purposes, by the name
and stile of "The President, Directors and Company of the Bank of

North America."

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation are hereby

declared and made able and capable in law, to have, purchase, receive,

possess, enjoy, and retain lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments,

goods, chattels and effects, of what kind, nature or quality soever, to

the amount of thirty ten millions of Spanish silver milled dollars and

no more; and also to sell, grant, demise, ahen, or dispose of the same
lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects.

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation be, and shall

be forever hereafter, able and capable in law, to sue and be sued,

plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered unto, defend, and
be defended, in courts of record or any other place whatsoever; and

to do and execute all and singular other matters and things that to

them shall or may appertain to do.

And be it further ordained, that for the well governing of the said

corporation and the ordering of their affairs, they shall have such

officers as they shall hereafter direct or appoint: Provided neverthe-

less, that twelve directors, one of whom shall be the president of the

corporation, be of the number of their officers.

And be it fiu-ther ordained, that Thomas WUlirg be the present pres-

ident, and that the said Thomas Willing, and Thomas Fitzsimmona,

John Maxwell Nesbit, James Wilson, Henry Hill, Samuel Osgood,

Cadwallader Morris, Andrew Caldwell, Samuel Inglis, Samuel Mere-

dith, William Bingham, Timothy ilatlack, be the present directors of

' The rest of the entry in the Journal for thia day is in the writing of Geatg/i Bend.
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the said rorponition; and shall S(i continue until another president

and other directors shall be chosen according to the laws and regula-

tions of the said corporation.

And be it further ordained, that the president and directors of the

said corporation, shall be capable of exercising such power for the

well governing and ordering of the affairs of the said corporation, and

of holding such occasional meetings for that piu7)ose, as shall be

described, fixed and detennined by the laws, regulations and ordi-

nances of the said corporation.

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation may make,

ordain, establish, and put in execution such laws, ordinances and

regulations as shall seem necessary and convenient to the government

of the said corporation.

[Provided always, that nothing herein before contained, shall be

construed to authorize the said corporation, to exercise any powers

in any of the United States, repugnant to the laws or constitution of

such State.]

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation shall have
full power and authority, to make, have and use, a common seal,

with such device and inscription as they shall tliink proper, and the

same to break, alter and renew at their pleasure.

And be it further ordained, that this ordinance shall be construed,

and taken most favorably and beneficially for the said corporation.'

Done in Congress, &c. &c.

' A copy of thiB ordinance, in which the preamble was struck out, is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 59, III, folio 309. It did not include the iitatement

of the amount of the capital of the bank or the names of the directors. On folio 305

iw a copy of the ordinance and preamble as adopted. The paragraph in brackets is

based upon a draft, in Abraham Clark's writing, on folio 316. There is a separate

list of the president and directors on folio 313.

The following, in Edmund Randolph's writing, is on folio 316 J:

Whereas Congress on the 26"? day of May 1781, did from a Conviction of the Support

which the finances of the United States would receive from the Establishment of a

National Rank, approve a plan of such an institution, submitted to their consideration

by Robert Morris Esq? and did engage to promote the same by the most effectual

means:

And Whereas the subscription thereto is now filled from the expectation of a Charter

of incorporation from Congress, the directors and President are chosen and application

hath been made by the President and directors elected tor an immediate act of incor-

poration.

And Whereas without an immodiato act of incorporation from Congress the opera-

tioDB of the bank must bo at leaot auopoadod for a ponBidorablo time, the subscribers
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of each

State, to pass such laws as they may judge necessary, for

giving the foregoing ordinance its full operation, agreeably

to the true intent and meaning thereof, and according to the

recommendations contained in the resolutions of the 26th

day of May last.'

Footnote—Continued.

will be left free to withdraw their subscriptions, the present bank may be dissolved,

and it may be rendered difficult to erect another if not impossible upon the same plan,

aB4-eyen if tho proocnt bonk should be eentinucd even a delay in granting a charter

of incorporation would suspend the operations of the Bank for a considerable time,

and thereby cut off a succour immediately and absolutely necessary to the United

States:

Be it Ordained &c. &c.:

—

A resolution to accompany the Ordinance.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of each State -immediately to

pass an act ratifying the preceding ordiuanooe, and to pass other laws ,
according to

the recommendations contained in the resolutions of the 26!^ day of May last.

' The draft of this resolution, in Edmund Randolph's writing, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 59, III, folio 315.

A letter of December 24 from the Governor of New York relative to treasonable

intercourse between the leaders of the government of the New Hampshire Grants

and the enemy was read on this or some approximate date. It is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 40, II, folio 179.

Also a petition of James O'Dea dated Paimboeuf [France] October 7, which is in

No. 42, VI, 47.

Also a letter, of December 25, from Major General Heath. It ia in No. 157, folio 431;

and one, of December 26, from him, which is on folio 435.
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STANDING COMMITTEES

»

Admiralty, Board of

15 May, 1781. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer

Medical

16 February, 1781. William Burnett

Treasur^j

17 January, 1781. George Walton, in place of Motte

5 Februarj', 1781. George Walton excused

G February, 1781. George Walton
Thomas Smith

28 May, 1781 . William Churchill Houston in place of Walton
16 June, 1781. Samuel Osgood in place of Houston

1 August, 1781. Ezra L'Hommedieu in place of Thomas Smith

Committee of the Week *

7 May, 1781. John Mathews
Daniel Carroll

James Mitchell Vanmm
14 May, 1781. Samuel Johnston

John Sullivan

James Madison

21 May, 1781. Samuel John Atlee

Samuel Livermore

Nicholas Eveleigh

' See pages 1229 and 1230 of Vol. XVIII. I now givo such appointmenta only as

were made in 1781.

' Appointmenta wrre aL first recorded in the .lonrnal; but, beginning with Novem-
ber 5, 1781, they are found only in Papers of die Continental Congress, No. 186, Com-
mittee Boole.
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27 August, 1781. Nicholas Eveleigh

John Witherspoon

Richard Howly
3 September, 1781. Meriwether Smith

George Clymor
Thomas Bee

10 September, 1781. George Partridge

Daniel Mowry
George Walton

17 September, 1781. Edward Telfair

EUas Boudinot

Joseph Montgomery
24 September, 1781. Abraham Clark

John Hanson
William Sharpe

1 October, 1781. Jonathan Elmer
Arthur MidcUeton

Noble Wimberly Jones

8 October, 1781. Joseph Jones

Benjamin Hawkins
Koger Sherman

15 October, 1781. Isaac Motte
Samuel John Atlee

Daniel Mowry
22 October, 1781. John Witherspoon

Richard Law
George Partridge

29 October, 1781. Samuel Osgood.

Nicholas Eveleigh

James Madison

5 November, 1781. Thomas Smith
Isaac Motte

Benjamin Hawkins
12 November, 1781. Thomas Bee

James MitcheU Varnum
Daniel Carroll

19 November, 1781. William Ellery

Ohvcr Wolcott

Ezekiel Cornell



1196

26 November, 1781.

3 December, 1781.

10 December, 1781.

17 December, 1781.

24 December, 1781.

31 December, 1781.

Journals of Congress

William Floyd

Abraham Clark

Richard Law
William Churchill Houston
Hem-y Wynkoop
Edmund Randolph

George Cljiner

James Lovell

Benjamin Hawkins
Jonathan Elmer
Nicholas Eveleigh

Wilham Floyd

Joseph Montgomery
James Lovell

Wilham Floyd

Ohver Wolcott

Henry Wjiikoop
Snas Condict
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BIBLIOGKAPHICAL NOTES.

February 3.

Resolution on Impost.

355. Resolved, That it be recommended to the several / states, as

indispensably necessary to the restoration of public credit, .../...
to vest in the united / states in congress assembled a power to levy

for the / use of the united states, a duty of five per cent ad / valorem.

F°. Broadside.
March 3.

Report on Convention Prisoners.

356. United States in Congress assembled, / March 3, 1781.

F°. 1 1.

Report of Kean, Gorham, Pinckney, Smith and Grayson.

March 27.

Capture and Condemnation of Prizes.

357. An Ordinance, / Relative to the Capture and Condemnation
of / Prizes. March 27, 1781. Signed, Sam'l Huntington, President.

Philadelphia: Printed by David C. Claypoole. F°. Broadside.

A copy is in the Library of Congress. It measures 34 x 21 cm.

358. An Ordinance, / relative to the Capture and Condemnation
of Prizes. F°. Broadside.

This ia the same ordinance as the preceding number, but differs in type and
arrangement, and the printer's name docs not appear.

A copy is in the Library of Congress. It measures .30.1 x 20.3 cm.

April 7.

Instructions to Privateers.

359. By the / United States / In Congress Assembled, / April 7,

1781. / Be it ordained, and it is hereby ordained by the United

States in Congress / assembled, that the following Instructions be

observed by the Captains or Com-/manders of private armed vessels,

1199
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conunissioned by letters of marque or general / reprisals, or otherwise

by the authorit}' of the United States in Congress assembled. /

'signed: / Extract from the Minutes, / CHARLES THOMSON,
Secretary'. / F°. Broadside.

A copy is in the John Carter Brown Library. It measures 33.8 x 20.7 cm.

May 26.

Plan of Bank of North America.

360. Plan for Establishing a National Bank for the United States

.... To which is annexed, a Resolution of Congress, of the 26th of

May 17S1, acceding thereto; And a Particular Explanation of the

Use of said Bank, By Robert Morris, Esquire, Superintendant [sic] of

the Finance of America. Providence: .... Bennett Wheeler,

[1781.] 8°. pp. 11.

Title from Sabin. Cf. Journals May 26 and December 31, 1781.

December 4.

Ordinance for Marine Captures.

361. An Ordinance, / Ascertaining what Captures on / Water shall

be lawful. / In pursuance of the Powers delegated by the Confedera-

tion in Cases of /Capture on Water: / /Philadelphia: Printed

by David C. Claypoole, in Market-Street. / F°. Broadside.

A copy is in the Library of Congress. It measures 42 x 26.5 cm.

Prize Numbers in Lottery.

362. A List / Of the Fortunate Numbers / In the Fourth Class / of

the / United States Lottery. / [Colophon.] Printed by Hall and

Sellers. [1781.] / Sm. 4°.
'

pp. 83 (1).

Drawn on April 2, 1781, in pursuance of a resolution of Congress adopted Feb.

6, 1781.

Rules for Troops.

363. Rules and Articles for the Better Government of the Troops

of the United States. Philadelphia. MDCCLXXXI. 8°. pp. 36.

Title from Sabin.

364. The / Constitutions / of the / Several Independent States /

of / America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of

Confederation / between the said States
; / the / Treaties between His

Most Christian Majesty / and the United States of America. / Pub-
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lished by order of Congress. / Philadelphia; / Printed by Francis

Bailey, in Market Street. / M.DCC.LXXXI. /

Sm. 8°. pp. (2) 3-226.

Printed in pursuance of a resolve of Dec. 29, 1780.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

365. The / Constitutions / of the several / Independent States /

of / Anierioa; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of

Confederation / between the said states; the / Treaties between His

Most Christian Majesty / and the United States of America. / Pub-
lished by order of Congress. / Philadelphia Printed / London
Reprinted, / with an / Advertisement / By the Editor, / For J. Stock-

dale, in Piccadillv; and sold by J. Walker, / No. 44, in Pater-noster-

Row. / MDCCLXXXIII. 8°. pp. viii, 168.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

366. The / Constitutions / of the several / Independent States /

of / .Vmerica; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of

Confederation / between the said States
; / the / Treaties between His

Most Christian Majesty / and the United States of America. / With
an / Appendix, / containing / An Authentic Copy of the Treaty con-

cluded between their / High Mightinesses the States-General and
the United / States of America, and the Provisional Treaty. /

Published by order of Congress. / Philadelphia Printed : /London,
Reprinted, / with an / Advertisement by J. L. De Lolme, / For J.

Walker, No. 44, in Pater-noster-Row, and / J. Debrett, in Piccadillv /

MDCCI^XXXIII. /

8°. pp. viii, 189, (2), portrait of Franklin and map of North America.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

367. The / constitutions / of the several / independent states / of

/ America ; / the / Declaration of Independence
; / and the / Articles

of Confederation / between the said states. / To which are now
added, the / Declaration of rights; / the / Non-importation agree-

ment; / and the / Petition of Congress to the King; / delivered by
Mr. Penn. / With an / appendix, / containing the / Treaties between

His Most Chriistan [sic] Ma-/jesty and the United States of America;

the / Provisional Treaty with America; / and (never before pub-

lished) / an authentic copy of the treaty con-/cluded between their

High Mightines-/ses the States-General, and the United / States of
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America. / The whole arranged, with a / Preface and Dedication, /

By the Rev. William Jackson. / London : / Printed for J. Stockdale,

in Piccadilly. 1783. 8°. (4) xxix, (2), 472, (2).

A second edition of the same, dated 1783, has two additional pages of adver-

tisements at the end and, as a frontispiece, a portrait of Washington, engraved by
W. Sharp. A copy of each edition is in the Library of Congress.

368. A / Collection / of the / Constitutions / of / the Thirteen /

United States / of / North America / Published by Order of

Congress. / Philadelphia, Printed. /Glasgow: Re-printed / By John
Bryce, Saltmarket. / M,DCC,LXXXIII. / 12°. pp. (2), 257.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

369. The / Constitutions / of the several / Independent States / of

/ America ; the Declaration of Independence
; / the / Articles of Con-

federation / between the said States; / and the / Treaties between His

Most Christian Majesty / and The United States of America. / Pub-
lished by order of Congress. / London printed, / from the original

Philadelphia edition, / with an Advertisement by the London Editor; /

And Dublin Reprinted, / For Messrs. Gilbert, Price, Walker, White, /

Beatty, Byrne and Cash. / M,DCC,LXXXIII. / 8°. pp. (8) 264.

A copy is in the Library of Congress, Duane Pamphlets, Volume 49, No. 12.

370. Constitutions / des / Trieze Etats-Unis / de I'Am^rique. /

Philadelphie; / et se trouve a Paris, /

IPh.-D.
Pierres, Imprimeur Ordinaire du Roi, / rue Saint-

Jacques. /

Pissot, pere & fils, Libraires, quai des / Augustins. /

/ 1783. 8°. pp. (4), 540.

There are copies in large paper in 4°.

A copy of the large paper edition is in the Library of Congress.

In Sabin's Dictionary another edition is given, but I think it is the same as

this, as the contents are identical. It is said to have been translated by the

Due de Rochefoucauld.

Some copies seen have a supplementary 4 pages, being "Acte de la R^publique

de Virgiiua, /
qui 6tablit la liberty de Religion."

371. The / Constitutions / of the / several independent states / of /

America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of Con-

federation / between the said states; / the / Treaties between His Most

Christian / Majesty and the United States of America. / —And the

Treaties between their High / Mightinesses the States General of the /
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United Netherlands and the United States / of America. / Published

origuially by Order of Congress. / The Second edition. / Boston:

Printed by Norman and Bowen, in / Marshall's-Lane, near the Boston-

stone / M'dCC.LXXXV. 16°. pp. 28, 5-180 (1), 1-29.

This includes the Definitive Treaty with England.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

372. The / Constitutions / of the / several Independent States / of /

America; / the / Declaration / of / Independence; / the / Articles / of /

Confederation / Between the said States; / and the / Definitire Treaty

between Great-Britain / and the United States of America. / Pub-
lished by Order of Congress. / New-York: / Re-Printed by E.

Oswald, at the Printing / Office, No. 25, Water-Street. /

M,DCC,LXXX,VI. 18°. pp. 266.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

Many editions succeed this, but only after the adoption of the Federal Con-

stitution, as well as the alteration of several of the state constitutions, so aa to

essentially alter the contents of the collection. These have therefore been
omitted.

Journals. 1781-2.

373. Journals / of / Congress, / and of the / United States / in Con-
gress Assembled. / Pubhshed by Order of Congress. / Volume VII.

/ Philadelphia: / Printed by David C. Claypoole. / M,DCC,LXXXI.
8°. pp. 522, (4), bcjdx.

Though the title is only for the year 1781, this volume includes the whole of

the year 1782. The supplementary 4 pages, or "Appendix to Volume seventh,"

dated May 4, 1781, are "Rules for conducting Business in the United States in

Congress assembled." The index is by a misprint termed "General Index to

Volume VIII."

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

374. Journals / of / Congress / and of the / United States / in Con-

gress assembled. / For the Year 1781. / Published by order of

Congress. / Volume VII. / New York: / Printed by John Patter-

son. / M,DCC,LXXXVII. 8. pp. 522, (17), Ixxix. P. L.

A reprint of the preceding volume, of which 500 copies were printed by order

of Congress of Sept. 13, 1786. It follows that volume very closely, many pages

being composed in exact copy, but it prints the report of Duane, Sharpe and
Wolcott April 18, 1781, on the U. S. debts (Appendix pp. [5-17J) which waa not

printed in the former vuUime, and the error in the index is corrected.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.
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311, 421; Board of War's letter, 39;

Blaine's letter, 46; German regiment,

73; Western lands, 100; Binney,

115; Ilarriam's letter, 142; Jones and
Landais, 171; La Luzerne's letter, 225;

impost, 262; French memorial, 311;

Jay's letters, 437; New York letter, 420.

Votes, 111, 153, 154, 175, 205, 223, 267,

279, 287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 333,

338, 358, 392. Mentioned, 74, USn,
175, 222, 223, 287, 289, 290, 305, 316, 338,

340, 368, 376, 392, 4.50.

Adams, Thomas, 223.

Admiralty, Board of, 124n, 725; salaries,

514, 728; seal of, 705; abolished, 943.

Admiralty courts, 764, 869.

Aei-tsen, Guilliam, 71, 760.

Aitken, Robert, 91, 92, 549.

Alexander, Samuel, 140.

Alexander, captain, 711.

Allen, Ira, 860, 875, 882, 886.

Allen, John, colonel, 148.

Allen, Joseph, 1031.

Alliance, frigate, 318, 590, 695, 700, 769,

829, 907.

Allison, Francis, 199, 382, 398, 462, 512.

Avierica, gun ship, 692, 698, 942, 1016.

Anderson, James, 900.

Antill, Edward, colonel, 448.

Appeals, court of, 200, 599, 761, 861, 869.

Appleton, Nathaniel, 108, 121, 337, 434,

484, 604, 642, 660, 681, 716.

Arbuthnot, Harriot, admiral, 492, 621,

649.

Archer, , 853, 1032.

Arendt, Henrj' Leonard Philip, Baron d',

29, 30(1, 41, 95, 117/1, 143, 144, 180, 201,

277, 286, 449, 497, 589, 700, 729, 740,

742, 948, 995n, 1020.

Argo, sloop, 912, 915.

Ariel, frigate, 248, 252, 318, 319, 339, 340,

342/1, 486, 769, 928, 942.

Armand de la Rciuerie, Chevalier, 9, 22,

30, 75, 76, 77, 78, 86, 97, 121, 182, 198,

277, 348, 454, 468, 510, 532, 634, 678, 679,

682, 684, 720, 756, 873, 899, 906, 972,

976, 984, 994, 998, 1023, 1027, 1053.

Armistead, Henry, 323.

Armitage, Benjamin, 133, 532, 581.

Armstrong, James Francis, chaplain, 997.

Army, Continental, staff, 171, 237, 531;

uniform, 206; promotions, 242, 539, 891,

1119; Western department, 279; Ger-

man troops, 301; rank of general officers,

346, 1127, 1179; pay, 541, 549, 594, 1038,

1118; needs of, 583; copper for, 732;

duck for, 732; southern department,

923; Pennsylvania line, 974; quotas for

1782, 1163; drummers and fifers, 1182;

separated officers, 1186; rules for troops,

1200.

Ame, , captain, 604.

Arnold, Benedict, major general, 40, 909.

Arnold, Jonathan, 253.

Artificers, 329, 537.

1205
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AAe, John, 94.

A=hby, George, 437.

Atkinson, George, a delegate from Xew

Hampshire. Credentials, 498; declines,

1100.

Atlee, Samuel John, a delegatefrom Penn-

sylvania. Credentials, 1103, 1131; at-

tends, 1099. Committees: Pennsylva-

nia line, 25; Witherspoon, 186; iron

masters, 190; Army pay, 203, 892; pris-

oners at Charleston, 458; Moultrie's let-

ter, 468; Diriks and Painter, 487; Gates,

515, 521; week, 520, 884, 1052, 1193,

1195; Bland's motions, 574; Yznardy,

602, 686; Campbell, 643, 679; Pettit,

649, 677; Na^-y, 708; Moultrie, 881;

Jay, 884; Elizabeth Bergen, 908; Van
Schaick and Du Buysson, 922; Board

of War letter, 925; Du Buysson, 931;

additional troops, 947; Pennsylvania

letter, 9G9; Greene's letter, 970, 1059,

1083; retaliation, 972; Armand, 984;

Moultrie, 1026; HajTie, 1055; Washing-

ton's letter, 1151n; quotas of men, 1163.

Votes, 111, 112, 153, 154, 175, 205, 224,

392, 503, 504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 592,

593, o07, 609, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618,

619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 888,

924, 956, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1058,

1060, 1074, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121,

1147, 1148. Mentioned, 82, 86, 158,

205»i, 224, 236, 523, 523n, 532ji, 534n,

582, 591, 615, 686n, 888n, 896n, 910n,

911n, 1024n, 1130.

Atlee, William Augustus, 701, 702.

Attorney general, proposed, 156.

Audibert, Philip, 133, 134, 157.

Auditors, salaries. 951; election of, 1068,

1070.

Austria, mediation, 585.

Averj-, John, 5, 629, 1101.

Bache, Richard, postmaster general, 22,

131, 571, 686, 716.

Bailey, Francis, 475, 535, 542, 1201.

Baird, Absalom, 1086.

Bakers, superintendent of, 159.

Baldwin. Jeduthan, colonel, 330, 4-52, 462,

486.

Balfour, Nisbet, lieutenant colonel, 130.

Banister, John, 223.

Bank, plan, 519, 545, 545n, 546, 1200;

of North America, 546, 1187.

Bankson, Benjamin, 323, 334.

Barber, Francis, lieutenant colonel, 460.

Barber, Nathaniel, jr., 232, 504, 911.

Barber, William, 1110.

Barberis, John, 1170.

Barclay, Thomas, 48, 698, 716, 735, 736,

1036.

Barge, Jacob, 786.

Bamet, William, 456.

Barr, Thomas, 486, 487, 494.

Barras, , 674, 710, 745.

Barrett, Nathaniel, 604.

Barrett, Samuel, 945.

Bany, John, captain, 695, 700, 711, 1050,

1143.

Bartlett, John, 160, 273, 275.

Bartlett, Josiah, 222.

Bates, Thomas, 57, 64.

Bayard, John, 463, 786.

Bayard, Ricard & Co., 1085.

Bayley, Jacob, 656,

BajTiton, Peter, 944.

Beall, Samuel, 48.

Beaidieu, Joseph Louis de, 187, 198,

3b9n, 1053.

Beaumarchais. Caron de, 933.

Beckley, John, 1104.

Bedford, Mass., burning of, 1017.

Bedken, Hemy, 290, 306, 347, 348, 468,

734.

Bee, Thomas, a delegate from South Caro-

lina. Credentials, 1104; attends, 1100

Committees: Board of War's letter, 39

Greene's letter, 129; Witherspoon. 186

Army pay, 203; La Luzerne's letter,

225; courts, 234; Pettit's letter, 262

quotas, 268, 1088; Wright, 328; priva

taers, 348, 360; bills of credit, 351

Court of Appeals, 375, 599; Pennsyl

vania line, 396; imposts, 435; South

Carolina letter, 493, 970; Johnson and

Rosa, 500 ; neutrality, 579 ; Yznardy , 602,

686; Ross, 680; post office, 686; week,

693, 930, 1194, 1195; intercepted letters,

751; Bland's motion. 761; prisoners'



Index 1207

relief, 773; money for Army, 853; Du
Coudray, 905, 1014; finances, 908,

1147n. 1149; Treasury office, 912; Van
Schaick and Du Buysson, 922, 931;

Savage, 922; Rhode Island letter, 944;

Louis, 954; John Clark, 1106n; Edison,

1160. Voks, 2, 106, 111, 112, 153, 154,

176, 205, 224, 267, 288, 289, 293, 306,

332, 334, 392, 516, 529, 530, 547, 592,

593, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615,

618, 619, 626, 627, 650, 663, 682, 694,

714, 726, 730, 731, 747, 752, 776, 778,

827, 854, 888, 956, 983, 1037, 1043, 1054,

1061, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1148,

1153, 1161, 1165, 1181. Mentioned, 2,

57n, 1147!, 153, 158, 175, 185, 189, 199,

205, 207, 224, 252, 292, 293, 333, 345,

345n, 396, 401, 496n, 542, 659, 675, 678,

774, 775n, 818, 951n, 1026n, 1045, 1055,

1059, 1112, 1118, 1121, 1123n, 1160ri.

Belcour, La, captain, 971.

Bellows, Benjamin, a delegate from New
Eavipshire. Credentials, 498, 1100.

Bensall, f!., 334.

Benson, Egbert, 75, 354, a delegate from
New York. Credentials, 1132,

Benson, Robert, 1132.

Bentalon, Paul, 130, 148, 149, 181, 273,

277, 278.

Bergen, Elizabeth, 850, 718, 908.

Bermuda, exports from, 959, 960n.

Betsey. 1010.

Bevins, Robert, 140.

Bible, printing of, 91.

Bicking, Frederick, 323.

Biddle, John, 94, 132, 134.

Bills of credit, funding of, 136n; emis-

Bions, 164; withdrawal of, 225, 592,

593n; redemption of, 255, 378, 473, 495,

503, 525; interest on, 263, 268, 350; legal

tender, 266, 331, 501; exchange, 351,

391; one currency recommended, 3G4;

condition of, 399; ordinance for, 438;

for New York, 450; amount of, 40G;

cancellation of, 430, 454, 577; against

further emissions, 501; signing of, 571;

stamping, 591; burning of, 690.
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Bingham, William, 95, 623, 645, 781, 782,

786, 915, 1007, 1059, 10G5, 1123n, 1183,

1188.

Binney, Barnabas, 115, 187, 259, 900, 1092.

Bitting, Adam, captain, 474.

Blaine, Ephraim, 45, 46, 57, 73, 92, 250,

2G4, 277, 280, 321, 336, 337, 360, 367n,

488, 515, 572, 677, 812, 839.

Bland, Theodorick, Colonel, 182, a dele-

gate from Virginia. Letters, 306. Cre-

dentials, 1103. Committees: Washing-

ton letter, 1, 499n, 502, 832; Penn-

sylvania line, 25, 396; Virginia, 95;

Pettit, 121, 2G6; Franklin, 187, 475;

Burnet, 203; Maryland, 241; Skinner,

257; quartermaster's stores, 262; Con-

vention troops, 274, 529; bills of credit,

351,578; commissary, 390; French loan,

399; Schuyler, 421;" Hay, 464; Bland'a

motion, 469, 574; Articles of Confed-

eration, 471; Dirika and Painter, 487;

Army pay, 493, 506, 853; Board of

War, 522; Army promotions, 539, 892;

(^aldwell, 620; Campbell, 643, 679;

Varnum's motion, 668; Rhode Island

letter, 715, 729; week, 715, 1194;

marinedepartment, 726,728; D'Arendt,

740; prisoners, 749, 773; captures, 764;

admiralty report, 769; Storey, 785;

finances, 817; New Hampshire, 818;

forage, 841; Spotswood, 892; Argo,

912; Navy, 919; Lomagne, 1016, 1022.

Votes, 2, 3, 106, 111, 112, 153, 154,

205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288, 289, 291,

293, 305, 338, 358, 392, 503, 504, 516,

524, 529, 530, 547, 593, 607, 609, 610,

G12, 613, 614, 615, 618, 619, 626, 627,

648, 650, 658, 663, 694, 714, 726, 730,

731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776, 778, 822,

827, 854, 888, 924, 983, 985, 1037, 1043.

Mentioned, Un, 21n, 72, 73, 74, 96,

104, 118, 134, 141n, 206, 207, 207n,

224, 226n, 235, 263«, 274, 274n, 294n,

295n, 302, 304, 304rt, 305, 305n, 306,

307,366n, 370?!, 376, 392, 398, 401, 459!i,

469, 47671, 484/1, 490, 490/1, 505, 507. 517,

527, 529/1, 530, 545/!, 570, 574, 577, 579,

582, 583n, 58971, 592, 612, 613, 626, 627,
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648, 705, 710, 710n, 730, 748, 749n, 760,

766n, 774, 782, 788, 791, 821, 912n,915,

920n, 978, 982n, 1040.

Blair, John, a delegate from Virffinia.

Credentials, 1103.

Bloomfield, Moses, 981.

Boke^, Aeneas, 971.

Bond, George, 56, 60n, 77n, 112, 126, 135n,

206w, 291n, 314, 329n, 353n, 365/), 389n,

394, 4Wn, 476n, 510?i, 549n, bSSn, 717,

737?i, 739n, 743n, 932h, 1037n, 109l7i,

1137?i, 118871.

Bond, Thomas, jr., 118, 191, 375, 388, 467,

529, 544, 785, 1072.

Bonetta, sloop of war, 1082.

Bonfield, John, 464, 718, 833, 977.

Bon homme Richard. 769.

Boon, Hawkins, 888.

Booth, James, 194, 1103.

Borden, Joseph, 284, 337, 474, 522.

Boreman, John, 20, 485, 487.

Boudinot, Elias, a delegate from New
Jersey. Credentials, 777, 1102; attends,

777, 1099. Money, 1021. Committees:

Week, 782, 969, 1194, 1195; prisoners,

815, 829; Washington's letters, 832, 880;

Vermont, 842, 1032; Virginia motion,

848; Elizabeth Bergen, 851; Moultrie,

881, 1026; prisoners, 884, 889; Morton,

952n; Pennsylvania letter, 969; South

Carolina letter, 970; French memo-
rial, 976, 986, 1052; retaliation, 978;

hospital department, 984; Barry, 1050;

French letter, 1063; War Department,

1070; Yorktown surrender, 1071; thanks

to Washington, 1079; quotas, 1087, lOSS;

Southern States, 1108; Pennsylvania

and Connecticut, 1115; Navy court-

martial, 1143. Votes, 778, 822, 827, 854,

888, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058,

1060, 1073, 1077, 1090. Mentioned, 78771,

81171, 815, 830re, 831, 831?i, 8377i, 846n,

876«, 8S6n, 8907i, 97l7i, 974, 976, 1006,

1025, 1065, 1107, 1110.

Boundaries of United States, 606, 608, 611,

61371, 616, 617.

Bourbon, ship, 353.

Bowby, Daniel, 489.

Bowen, Oliver, 53, 142, 969.

Bradford, John, 75, 254, 453, 732, 908, 929,

930, 936.

Brahm, Ferd I. S. de, 690, 751, 759, 818,

835, 843.

Branham, Edward, 687.

BrajTnan, Christian, cornet, 22.

Bremar, F., 112371, 1124.

Brevard, Ephraim, a delegate from North

Carolina. Credentials, 1034, 1104.

Brilliant, brigantine, 260, 531.

Bristol, R. I., burning of, 1017.

Brodhead (Broadhead), Daniel, colonel,

33, 158, 186, 226, 2.54, 279, 530, 579, 720,

726, 898, 929, 984, 996, 1113/2.

Brossard, Celerin, 971, 1123n.

Broughton, Nicholson, 557, 759, 840.

Brown, Andrew, 519, 520, 1044, 1048.

Brown, Charles, lieutenant, 661.

Brown, Jesse, 733, 743.

Brown, John, 274, 506, 719, 815, 883, 885,

910, 912, 915, 928.

Brown, Nicholas, 274, 719, 915.

Brown, William, captain, 7, 24.

Brown, , 6.

Brown, , Dr., 48.

Brown, Mr. (S. C), 14.

Browne, Joseph, 155.

Brownson, Nathan, 316, 376, 388, 1015,

1055, 1105, 1106.

Bruseell, Joseph, 602.

Br)-an, Bartholomew, 233.

Bn,-an, Jeremy, 233.

Brj-an, John, 815.

Bryan, Jonathan, 199, 238, 239, 1021.

Brj'an, Samuel, 788, 911, 951.

Bryce, John, 1202.

Buckley, , 828.

Bull, Epaphras, major, 519, 520.

Burgess, Joseph, 631.

Burgin, Elizabeth. (See Bergen.)

Burgoyne, John, 345, 436, 647, 889, 893.

Burke, Thomas, a dekgate from North

Carolina. Money, 302, 376. Commit-

tees: executive departments, 31 ; Lee's

letter, 32; Massrxhusetts letter, 33;

Pennsylvania mutiny, 45; French let-

ter, 57; Virginia letter. 95; New York
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letter, 95; Gibson, 95; western lands,

100; Greene'.-) letter, 129; Harrison's

letter, 142, 185; Jones and Landais,

174; Southern department, 179; bills of

exchange, 197; rules, 225; Treasury

report, 254; quotas, 2G8; Morris's letter,

291,432; lottery,304; French memorial,

311. Votes, 2, 3, 106, 111, 112, 153,

154, 176, 205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288,

289, 291, 293, 332, 334, 338, 358. Men-

tioned: 2, 26n, 67n, 105, 110, 135n, 146,

148n, 153, 205, 224, 237n, 247n, 286,

287, 290, 334, 340, 376, 402, 576n. Gov-

ernor, 1034, 1035, 1104, 1181.

Burnet, Robert (?), major, 953, 954.

Burnet, William, a delegate from New
Jersey. Credentials, 777; letters, 203,

226, 230, 321, 493. Committees: Medi-

cal, 155, 1193; Birney, 187; quotas,

268. Votes: 153, 154, 175, 267. Men-

tioned, 233, 277w.

Burrall, Jonathan, 323.

Bush, Moses, 353.

Bush, Nathan, 899, 1086.

Bush, S., colonel, 738, 749.

Butler, Richard, colonel, 41, 80, 303.

Byers, James, 9, 274, 475, 902.

Cadiz, consul at, 305, 484.

Caille, Stephen Audibert, 553.

Caldwell, Andrew, 1188.

Caldwell, James, 620.

Caldwell, Samuel, 901, 933, 934.

Cambray, 1008, 1061, 1086.

Campbell, Arthur, colonel, 1055,1088,1098.

Campbell, Donald, colonel, 52, 62, 63,

228, 643, 679, 680, 706, 901, 1044, 1060,

1159, 1161.

Campbell, Duncan, 709, 721, 722, 758,

787, 816.

Campbell, George, 981.

Captures, at sea, regulations, 85, 861, 916,

921,958, 961, 970, 985, 986, 1108,1113;

ordinance, 1141, 1147, 1152, 1153, 1200;

by land , 690.

Cardoqui, James, 163.

t'arlcton. Sir Guy, 887.

Carleton, Joseph, 20, 149, 158, 238, 312,

345,434,476.

Carlisle, post at, 14, 74, 330, 538, 590.

Carmichiiel, William, 140, 146, 151, 311,

437, 452, 464, 505, 519, 554, 597, 628,

693, 856, 913.

Carne, Anthony, 922.

Carne, John, 981.

Carnea, Patrick, 756, 942.

Cnrolina, packet, 474, 600.

Caron, , 480.

Carrington, Edward, 119.

Carroll, Daniel, a delegate from Maryland.

Credentials, 1103; attends, 138, 1100,

1151, 1152. Committees: Forrest, 160;

prisoners, 196, 534; Luzerne, 225;

Convention prisoners, 236; Stoddert,

239; Maryland, 241, 515; Forman and
Gibson, 306; quartermaster's stores,

337; French loan, 399; Lafayette, 451,

531; Pennsylvania, 469; Bland's mo-
tion , 469 ; Articles of Confederation, 471

;

week, 483, 1193, 1195; South Carolina,

493; Array pay, 493, 506; Washington,

499n, 502, 1151n,- Howell, 523; finances,

533, 732, 739, 781, 817, 1123; Army ac-

counts, 549; French memorial, 562,

1009; letter to States, 585; independence

celebration, 716; New Hampshire, 732,

818, 836; Melven, 753; French letters,

778, 876; forage, 841, 943; Vermont, 842;

Kean, 922, 935; Rendon, 1010; Hop-
kins, 1042; Seagrove, 1045; South Caro-

lina and Georgia officers, 1051, 1117;

Yorktown surrender, 1071; thanks to

Washington, 1079; Pollock, 1107; South-

ern States, 1108; Pennsylvania and
Connecticut, 1115; fisheries, 1123n;

courts of inquiry, 1125; Lafayette,

1131n, 1134; Duportail, 1141m,- Edison,

1160; Yorktown prL^oners, 11627?; quotas

of men, 1163; Dartmouth College, 1169;

New Hampshire letter, 11797!/ Stark,

118571. Votes, 153, 154, 175, 205, 224,

267, 279, 287, 289, 291, 293, 305, 332,

334, 338, 358, 392, 503, 504, 516, 524,

529, 530, 547, -612, 613, 614, 615, 618,

619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 682,

694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747,
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752, 776, 778, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924,

956, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058,

1061, 1074, 1078, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120,

1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165,

1180. Mentioned, 189n, 213, 222, 224,

493, 495n, 528n, 5447i, 615, 627m, 676n,

699n, 771n, 791, 825n, 847n, 923, 1089,

1090, 1113, 1117n, 1129, 1147, 1164n,

1165, llSOre.

Carson, Joseph, 474, 600.

Carson, Richard, 452.

Carj-, Archibald, 750, 1104.

Carzneau, , captain, 604.

Castaing, Peter de, 1128.

Caetres, Marquis de, 931.

Cattail, Benjamin, 914, 921.

Catulippe, , 486.

Cedars, capitulation of, 251, 889.

Census recommended, 1129.

Ceronio, Stephen, 515.

Certificates of accounts, signing of, 570.

Champlain, Lake, 887, 892.

Champlin, , colonel, 446.

Chaplains, pay, 488; arrangement,

629, 643; for light dragoons, 901.

Charleston, capitulation of, 621; prison-

ers from, 748.

Charlestown, Mass., burning of, 1017.

Chase, Samuel, a delegate from Maryland.

Credentials, 1151, 1152.

Chase, Thomas, 160.

Chaumont, Le Ray de, 318.

Chesnut, John, 832.

Chester, , 1102.

Chinn, Edward, 6.

Chittenden, Thomas, 875, 882; governor,

letter, 1166.

Christie, , 580.

Church, Thomas, 706.

Claiborne, R., 603, 604.

Clajon, William, 536.

Clap, Preserved, 115, 183.

Clark, Abraham, a delegatefrom Neic Jer-

sey. Credentials, 777, 1102; attends,

995. Committees: Skinner, 24, 78; Lee,

32 ; Blaine, 45, 488 ; Atlee, 86 ; New York,

95; Biu-nct, 203; Board of War, 332;

Quartermaster's stores, 337; officers'

pay, 396; Scott, 430; Virginia, 449; Arti-

cles of Confederation, 471 ; finances, 523,

1109n. week, 996, 1149, 1195, 1196;

Georgia letters, 1021; Hopkins, 1042;

Walton, 1044; John Clark, 1073; sup-

plies, 1112; New Hampshire letter,

117971/ reports of states, 1184; Stark,

1185n. Votes, 105, 111, 205, 224, 267,

290, 293, 305, 332, 334, 358, 392, 503,

504, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058, 1073, 1077,

1090, 1119, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1161, 1165,

1180. Mentioned, 32, 65, 70, 70n; 97n,

104, lion, 224, 230n, 267, 341n, 376n,

383, 383n, 391, 396n, 433, 434«, 458, 474,

475n, 506re, 576n, 1017re, 1149n, 1169,

1182.

Clark, George Rogers, 489.

Clark, Thomas, colonel, 396.

Clarke, Daniel, 1016, 1046, 1078.

Clarke, John, 1059, 1060, 1073, 1092,

1106», 1112.

Clarke, Joseph, 434, 719, 915.

Clarkson, John Levinus, 34, 78, 238, 314,

381, 506, 574, 695, 788.

Clay, Joseph, 7, 8, 496.

Claypoole, David C, 291, 881, 1200, 1203.

Clearances, signing, 514.

Clerks, pay, 100, 362, 733, 951.

ClLngan, William, 222.

Clinton, George, governor, letters, 36, 37,

145, 225, 236, 241, 249, 311, 353, 420,

472, 722, 747, 816, 931, 1046, 1159.

Clinton, Sir Henry, 621, 821.

Clothier general, bond for, 401; powers of,

667.

Clothing department, regulations, 11, 317,

342, 662; allowances and pay, 1023.

Clothing for soldiers, 664, 778.

Clymer, George, bank director, 122; a del-

egate frotn Pennsylvania, 1149; Creden-

tials, 1103, 1131. attends, 229, Com-

mittees: McComb, 16; Pettit's letter, 36;

shot and shells, 55; western lands, 99;

quotas, 268, 1088; finances, 381, 487,

688, 1028; Morris's letter, 429; Parsons's

letter, 430; imports, 435; Lafayette's

letter, 451; Sullivan's motion, 475; La-

fayette, 531; bank, 545; J. P. Jones,
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572,942; neutrality, 579; bills of credit,

594; Caldwell, 620; Bingham, 645, 1183;

gun ship, 692; agent at Havana, 698;

Massachusetts letter, 702; independ-

ence celebration, 716; Holker, 717; Ha-

zen, 721, 728; salaries, 733; consul's

commission, 735; delegates' pay, 813;

prisoners, 749, 773, 815, 829, 884; Par-

sons, 750; Sullivan, 818; merchants' me-

morial, 855; Brown, 883; interest, 903;

Bradford, 908; Treasury office, 912;

Kean, 922, 935; week, 930, 1195, 1196;

William Lee, 931, 955; Bradford, 936;

Silas Dcane, 955; French memorial,

1009; Rendon, 1010; conference with

Pennsylvania, 1018; Ilopkins, 1042;

consuls, 1053; Indians, 1055; secret

information, 1047; Indian treaty, 1088;

Nicholas, 1131; Campbell, 1159; Giles,

1171; reports for States, 1184; Wash-

ington's letter, 1185n. Votes, 2, 3,

105, 111, 112, 153, 154, 175, 205, 267, 279,

287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 334, 338, 392,

503, 504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593,

607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618,

619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 681,

694, 714, 726, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776,

778, 827, 854, 888, 924, 956, 983, 1037,

1043, 1054, 1058, 1077, 1153, 1161, 1165,

1180. Mentioned, 180n, 325n, 331, 431n,

530,545n, 615, 692ft, 698, 698«, 729n,

783n, 955, 955n, 956, 1063, 1078, 1172n.

Cochran, John, 48, 65, 160, 230, 534, 979,

981n.

Coleman, Robert, 254, 325.

Collins, John, 222, 882, 1013.

Colston, Rawleigh, 1127n.

Comegys, Cornelius, 34, 343.

Commerce, treaty of with Great Britain,

746.

Commercial affairs, 909.

Commercial committee, papers, 63; ac-

counts, 157.

Coromercial regulations. (See Impost.)

Commissary general of military Btores, 49,

100.

Commissary of issues, 791.

Commissary of purchases, 390, 791.

Commissions by ministers, 755.

Committee of the States, 229.

Committee reports, 908.

Compti, John, 896.

Comptroller, salary, 951; election of, 1006,

1050.

Conand, James V., 511.

Condict, Silas, a delegatefrom New Jersey.

Credentials, 1152; attends, 1149. Com-
mittees: Week, 1196. Voles, 1161, 1165,

1180.

Confederacy, frigate, 899, 922, 942, 1013.

Confederation, Articlesof, ratification, 186,

190, 191, 192, 208; text, 214; enforce-

ment, 236; publication, 475, 543; power
to execute, 409, 894; exposition of, 894;

enlargement of powers, 895.

Congress, rules of, 225, 263, 476; printing

of journal, 291; adjournment of, 1088;

representation in, 1113.

Connecticut, funds from, 38, 61, 1089;

agrees to impost, 262, 296; credentials,

596, 1102; land cessions, 704, 784, 1077,

1098, 1113; quota of troops, 729; com-
missions from, 835; and Pennsylvania,

1115, 1116.

Connecticut Farms, N. J., burning of,

1017.

Connecticut line, 581.

Connor, John, 233.

ConstitutionsoftheStates, 1200,1201,1203.

Consul, vice, in France, 687; in the

United States, 960.

Consuls, convention with France, 792,

804n, 845, 896, 1053; powers of, 914,916;

exequatur, 925.

Convention troops, removal, 178, 193, 195,

259, 203, 307, 526, 529, 530, 589, 630,

900; treatment, 274; desertions, 299;

exchange of, 889; report, 1199.

Conyngham, Gustavus, captain, 511, 622.

Cornell, Ezekiel, a delegate from Rhode

Island. Credentials, 708, 1101; attends,

1123. Money, 173,434,940; lettor.", 140,

173, 420; War Board, 10, 20, 22, 30, 37,

49, 62, 74, 75, 86, 104, 106, 108n, 109,

114, 119, 128, 137, 140, 143, 145, 149,

158, 159, 181, 183, 198, 232, 327, 384,
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434, 739, 743, 744, 754, 759, 7H8, 813,

826, 844, 860, 873, 994, 998, 1021, 1035,

1039, 1048, 1052, 1079, 1111, 1124, 1127.

Committees: Greene's letter, 16; Bowen,

53; clothier's department, 662, 772;

French letter, 769; finances, 1123; courts

of inquiry, 1125; Lafayette, 1131, 1134;

Duportail, 1141n,- Campbell, 1159; New-

York finances, 1160n; Yorktown pris-

oners, 1162n; quotas of men, 1163; gun-

powder for New York, 1181; Stark,

1185ji; Washington's letter, 1185n;

week, 1195. Votes, 1130, 1147, 1148,

1153, 1161, 1180. Mentioned, 815, 1011,

1122, 1164n, llGSn, 1169, 1179, 1179n,

1182n, 1187n.

Cornwallis, Charles, Lord, 335, 621, 1071,

1073.

Coulteaux, Messrs. le, 1004, 1005.

Court of appeals, 374, 496, 497.

Courts for piracies, 274.

Courts of inquiry, 1125.

Courts martial, 1126.

Cowpens, prisoners, 300.

Craig, James, Dr. , 48, 199, 230, 233, 489, 979.

Croghan, George, 534.

Crowly, Charles, 900, 909.

Crowninshield, George, 882, 886, 1013.

Cudreaux, , 942.

Culvill, Nicholas, 602.

Cumberland, Richard, 561, 565, 566, 671,

987.

Cunningham (see Conyngham).

Currency, continental, destruction, 720.

Da Costa, Isaac, 273, 329.

Dale, Richard, 727, 755, 769, 770.

Dana, Francis, 222, 561, 562, 688, 698, 699,

991, 1033.

Danielson,Timothy, adefe^a^e/roTO Massa-

chusetts. Credentials, 4.

Darrell, Benjamin, 734, 756.

Dart, John Sandford, 25, 48, 49, 91.

Davenport, Abraham, 1102.

Davidson, William Lee, brigadiergeneral,

978.

Davies, William, colonel, 254, 398.

Davis, John, captain, 1165n, 1169n.

Davis, Thomas, 590.

Dayton, Elias, colonel, 812.

Dayton, Jonathan, 244.

Dealy, John, 1072.

Deane, J., 881.

Deane, Silas, 930, 931, 955.

Debrett, J., 1201.

Debt of United States, estimate, 101, 125,

159, 160, 354; liquidation, 266, 524;

how paid, 394; statement of, 402; letter

to States, 402.

Debts, recovery of, 952.

Deroutures,
, lieutenant, 972, lllTn.

De Formoy, , 905.

De Haas, John Philip, colonel, 712.

De la Tour, , 116.

Delaware, funds from, 38; militia, 1037;

batallion, thanks, 1084; credentials,

1103.

Delegates, pay of, 733.

Deluerize, , 486.

Denison, N., 744.

Depreciation of pay, 702.

Desdevens, Maurice, 420, 1062.

Deshon, J., 482.

Destouches, 348, 356, 490.

Deutrick, (See Uerhtritz.)

Deveaux, Peter, 97, 360, 388.

De Wit, William, 536.

Dickinson, John, 222.

Diriks, Jacob Gerhard, 94, 128, 486, 487,

514, 604.

Donaldson, William, 890.

Donnel, Nathaniel, 720.

Dorsey, Nathan, 881, 882.

Douge Druin, 929.

Dow, Alexander, 517, 532, 533, 539, 572,

1144

Downe, Samuel, 6.

Doyle, John, captain, 1045.

Doz, Andrew, 6, 94.

Drake, 320.

Drayton, William Henry, 223.

Drew, William, 622.

Duane, James, a delegate from Neiv

York. Credentials, 1132; attends, 876;

money, 238, 466. Committees: Staff
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compensation, 29; executive depart-

ments, 31; Massachusetts letter, 33,

311, 421; Pennsylvania meeting, 45;

Blaine's letters, 45, 277; French letter

57, 225, 858, 928; western lands, 99,

100; public debt, 125, 402, rules, 225;

courts, 234; enforcement articles of con-

federation, 236; Board of Admiralty's

report, 242; fast day, 258; impost, 262,

435, 636; Pettit's letter, 262; conven-

tion troops, 274; Hutchins, 339; bills

of credit, 351n; finance, 368; Schuyler's

letter, 421; Jay's letters, 437; Marj'-

land letter, 446; hospital staff, 464;

Pennsj-Ivania letters, 469, 1012; arti-

cles of confederation, 471; Franklin's

letter, 475; week, 835, 1194; Virginia

motion, 848; Indians, 881; merchants'

petition, 882; old money, 884; Spots-

wood, 892; interest, 903; DuCoudray,

905,1014; IIowe,907,937; Bradford, 90S;

Treasury office, 912; Navy, 913, 919;

Randolph's motion, 913; St. Clair,

916; Hayne, 918; French supplies,

932; J. Laurens, 934; Bradford, 936;

Geddes, 944; additional troops, 947;

Louis, 954; retaliation, 973; French me-
morial, 986, 1009; Rendon, 1010; C'augh-

nawaga Indians, 1014; conference with

Pennsylvania, 1018; French affairs,

1052, 1063; infractions of law of nations,

1136. Votes, 224, 267, 279, 2S7, 289, 290,

293, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924, 956, 983, 985,

1037, 1043. Mentioned, 26, Sin, 40, 44n,

53n, 61n, 70, 73n, 127n, 12Sn, 172, 172n,

18671, 210, 211, 213, 222, 224, 224n,

235, 252, 257, 270, 286)1, 288, 315n,

331n, 368n, 421, 427n, 465n, 471, 472n,

476, 477n, 478n, 835n, 840n, 845?!, 851n,

855n, 856n, 906, 909n, 919ra, 920n, 932«,

935n, 943, 950n, 953, 974, 976, 983,

1014n.

Duarti, John Garcia, 75, 109.

Dubuysson, Chevalier, 289, 353, 768, 921,

930, 931, 935.

Duck for Army, 453, 550.

DuCoudray, Philippe Charles Jean Bap-
tiste Tronson-, 899, 904, 917, 1014.

Duer, William, 222, 909.

Duffey, Thomas, 973.

Du Maine & Lion, 260, 531.

Dumas, Charles W. F., 78, 452, 597, 688,

693, 901, 1033, 1039.

Dupee, , captain, 98.

Du Ponceau, Peter S., 739, 812.

Du PortaU, Louis Le B(5gue, Chevalier

Derford, 714/1, 1008, 1121, 1123n, 1128,

1141, 1141n.

Durkee, John, colonel, 1125.

Dusseron, John, 1166.

Duties on imports. (See Impost.)

Dyer, Edward, 360.

Eaker, Joseph, 485, 487, 544, 573, 901.

Edison, Thomas, 332, 343, 1160.

Edmondson, Samuel, 980.

Edwards, Mrs., 972, 1007.

Ege, George, 254.

Elbert, Samuel, 160, 183, 981.

Elizabeth, brig, 233.

Ellery, William, 222, 429, 732; a dele-

gate from Rhode Island. Credentials,

768, 1101; attends, 1123. Committees:

Finances, 1147n, 1149; Larreguy, 1170;

Peter?, 1172; week, 1195. Votes, 1130,

1147, 1148, 1153, 1101, 1180. Men-

tioned, 1142n, 1147, 1148, 1180.

Elliot, Robert, 64, 124, 697, 790, 791,

861, 890.

Elliott, Charles, 1007.

Elliott, Joseph, 751 , 758.

Ellsworth, Oliver, a delegate from Con-

nectiml. Credentials, 596, 1102. Com-

mittees: Week, 598, 754, 1194; military

stores, 630; Sullivan, 637; captures by
land, 690; Massachusetts letter, 702;

New York letter, 722; marine depart-

ment, 726; salaries, 733; Greene, 755,

789; captures, 764; quotas, 773; con-

suls, 811, 1053; delegates' pay, 813;

New York letters, 835; French memo-
rialn, 815, 925; Virginia motion, 848;

Confederation, 896. VoUs, 607, 609,

610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619, 626, 627,

647, 650, 058, 681, 694, 713, 726, 730,

731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776, 778, 821,

822, 827, 854, 888. Mentioned, 263n,

730, 744n, 776, 819n, 836n.
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Elmer, Jonathan, a delegate from New
Jersey. Credentials, 777, 1102; attends,

7S7, 1182. Committees: Week, 813, 1028,

1194, 1195, 1196; Heguy, 893. Votes,

822, 827, 854, 888, 1037, 1043, 1054,

1058, 1060, 1077. Mentioned, 820n,

lOSln, 1033n, 1035n, 1041n.

Ely, John, colonel, 31n.

Embargo, 773, 900.

Endeavor, schooner, 437.

Enos, , captain, 1010.

Estaing, Charles Henri Th^odat, Comte
d', 779.

Etombe, Mens de 1', consul general, 925,

940.

Eutaw Springs, victory at, 1056, 1084.

Evans, Lewia, 922.

Eveleigh, Nicholas, a delegate from South

Carolina. Credentials, 1105; attends,

437, 1100; money, 483, 521, 659, 826.

Committees: Week, 520, 754, 1078, 1193,

1194, 1195, 1196; Washington's letter,

1151n; quotas of men, 1163. Votes, 503,

504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 592, 593, 626,

627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 682, 694, 714,

726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776,

778, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924, 956, 983,

1037, 1043, 1054, 1058, 1074, 1078,

1114, 1119, 1130, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165,

1181. Mentioned, 772n, 852n, 1040,

1041n, 1169n.

Exchange, bills of, 189, 196, 310, 368, 604.

Executive boards, 71, 123.

Executive departments, 57, 125, 126, 169,

382.

Fairfield, Conn., burning of, 1017.

Falconer, Nathaniel, 132, 134.

Fallon, James, 690.

Falmouth, burning of, 1017.

Fame, Bchooner, 429, 517.

Fanning, John, 1036.

Farmer, Rachael, 331n, 485.

Farrar, Jesse, 973.

Fast day, 257, 284.

Faucher & Skerrett, 194.

Fay, Jonas, 860, 875, 882, 886.

Fayssoux, Peter, 506, 529.

Febiger, Christian, colonel, 1, 248, 249,

359, 385, 386.

Fegueiredo, Jos6 da Fonseca Suares do,

542, 578.

Felex, , 1102.

Fell, John, 98, 118.

Fell, Peter R., 343.

Felten, Thomas, 133.

Ferguson, Thomas, 914, 921.

Ferrall, Patrick, 237, 343, 589.

Ferris, Owen, 958.

Few, William, a delegate from Georgia.

Credentials, 1015, 1106; money, 459,

535, 689. Committees: Stoddert's let-

ter, 239; quotas, 268. Articles of Con-

federation, 471; week, 550, 1194, 1196.

Votes, 2, 3, 106, 112, 153, 154, 176, 224,

267, 287, 288, 289, 291, 306, 332, 334,

338, 358, 392, 503, 504, 516, 524, 529,

530, 547, 592, 593, 607, 609, 610, 612,

613, 614, 615, 618, 619, 626, 627, 648,

650, 663, 682, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731,

741, 742, 747. Mentioned, 16, 92, 201,

224, 273, 590n.

Finance, letter to States, 58, 1068; con-

sidered, 72, 77, So, 98, 133, 135, 136«,

137, 142, 157, 185, 236, 245, 255, 259,

266, 357, 368, 378; reports on, 92, 103,

402; loan office returns, 135; ordinance

for public credit, 432, 438; superin-

tendent of, 126, ISO, 326, 337, 432, 455,

54871, 598, 708, 721, 724. 734, 783, 951;

committee on plans, 502; ways and

means, 507; expenses campaign, 524;

restoration of credit, 588.

Financier, 126.

Finley, James, 911.

Finnie, William, 331, 449.

Fisher, George, 26, 27, 36. 873.

Fisheries, Massachusetts' instructions,

1123/1.

Fitch, Hezekiah, 1102.

Fitzsimmons, Thomas, 1188.

Fleury, Francois Louis Teisseydre, Mar-

quis de, 45, 114, 471, 898, 902.

Flower, Benjamin, 9, 33, 122, 202, 538.

Floyd, William, a delegate from New
Yorh. Credentials, 1132; attends,

1132. Committees: Gibson, 95; Binney,

115; money, 238; quotas, 268, v>eek,
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1149. Votes, 2, 3, 105, 111, 153, 154,

175, 205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 289, 290,

293, 1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165, 1180.

.Meniioiied, 20ra, 33, 117, 180, 210, 211,

212, 213, 852, 1160, 1181.

Fonda, Jellis, 939.

Fontevieux, de, , lieutenant, 185,

198, 199.

Forage, pay for, 897.

Foreign affairs. Department of, 42, 43;

secretary, 43, 64, 65, 133, 637.

Forman, David, brigadier general, 365,

365n.

Forman, Ezekiel, 48, 53, 79, 124, 144, 179,

ISO, 184, 188, 194, 242, 2.53, 264, 278,

306, 341, 354, 382, 458, 508, 509, 636,

637, 784.

Forrest, Thomas, lieutenant colonel, 74,

839.

Forrest, Uriah, colonel, 160, 189.

Foster, Isaac, Dr., 20.

Fowler, A., 571.

France, cooperation with, 310, 558, 1140;

supplies from, 371, 932, 999; funds from,

398; loan, 556, 558, 597, 674, 1004;

letter to, 638, 639n; on mediation, 986;

consul in, 1036; treaties with, 1200,

1201, 1202.

Francis, John, 835.

Francis, Tench, 571.

Franking of letters, 624.

Franklin, Benjamin, charges, 14, 317;

memorial, 264, 472; instructions, 651,

675, 780, 847; recall proposed, 900.

Letters: 174, 187, 339, 341, 348, 475, 505,

549, 751, 929, 961, 973, 996. Mentioned,

22n, 67, 109, 113, 114, 144, 163, 167, 528,

553, 556, 558, 619, 628, 648, 653, 769,

878, 999, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1061, U38,

1140.

Franks, Da\'id S., major, 519, 520.

French fleet, supplies for, 909.

French, John, 233.

Fry, Charles, Baron de, 860, 1130n, 1142.

Fn,', Joseph, 1149.

Ffljirer, Charles Frederick, 1142n, 1159,

1162n.

Furloughs, 656.

Gadsden, Christopher, 914, 921.

Galvan, William, major, 955, 1148n, 1168.

Galvez, Bernardo de, 1009, 1107.

Gansevoort, Leonard, 142.

Gardner, Henry, 98, 322, 719.

Gardner, Theophilus, 73, 237.

Gardoqui & Sons, 833.

Garvey, Patrick, 15.

Gates, Horatio, major general, 37, 96,

360, 393, 431, 438, 515, 520, 521, 527,

533n, 536, 577, 1012, 1079.

Geddes, George, 944, 968.

Geddes, William, 48, 115, 134, 135, 332,

465, 483, 901.

Geiger, Henry, 16.

Geiger, Jacob, 323.

Geographer, 738.

Georgetown, S. C, burning of, 978, 1017.

Georgia, public papers, 63; refugees, 782;

delegates, pay, 814; distressed inhabit-

ants, 852; letters from, 1021; credentials,

1105; arms for, 1170; line, 1122.

Gerard de Rayneval, Conrad Alexandre,

904.

Germain, George, Lord, 821.

German regiment, 55, 62, 72, 84, 90.

Germany, Emperor, mediation, 605.

Gerry, Elbridgc, a delegate from Massa-

chusetts. Credentials, 4, 628. Men-

tioned, 222, 833.

Gervais, John Lewis, 383.

Gibson, John, 53, 94, 124, 144, 253, 306,

341, 370, 382, 452, 901.

Gilbert, Michael, captain, 508, 509, 513.

Giles, Aquilla, 459, 460.

Giles, Edward, major, 158, 247, 1162,

1166, 1171, 1172.

Gilleylen, William, 382.

Gilman, Nicholas, 202, 694.

Gist, Mordecai, brigadier general, 534,

542, 712, 898, 1040.

Gist, Nathaniel, 600, 903.

Glentworth, George, 690, 1182.

Gloucester, packet, 692.

i Gooch, John, 695.

Goodwin, John, 233, 246.

Goold, William, captai'n, 458, 466.

Gould, David, Dr., 8(i, 103, 118.
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Gourlade & Moylan, 318.

Gouvion, Jean Baptigte de, 1121.

Governor Johnston, brigantine, 489.

Govett, William, 1070, 1073.

Grasse-Tilly, Franeois Joseph Paul, Count

de, 939, 993, 1068, 1071, 1080, 1082,

1106, 1145.

Grayson, William, 186, 462; War Board,

52, 451, 459, 460, 490, 539, 590, 643, 702,

739, 743, 744, 754, 759, 768, 813, 815,

826, 843, 844, 860, 873, 945.

Green, Caspar, 1123?i.

Green, F., 138, 140, 1103, 1152.

Greene, Christopher, 785.

Greene, Ebenezer, 231, 251, 899, 903.

Greene, Nathanael, major general, 346,

385, 393, 533, 544, 786, 789, 823, 855,

900, 927, 954, 979, 1041, 1054, 10G5,

1118; money, 449, 499, 831. Letters:

133, 139, 180, 194, 232, 245, 246, 262.

335, 357, 396, 398, 473, 519, 548, 620,

658, 755, 767, 784, 789, 828, 852, 861,

884, 929, 969, 972, 1023, 1026, 1055,

1088; testimonial for, 1059, 1083, 1084,

1085, 1088, 1127n.

Greene, William, governor, 190, 715, 944.

Greenwood, Joseph, 155.

Gridley, Richard, 155, 197.

Griffin, Cyrus, 87, 200, 485, 486.

Grinnel, , captain, 604.

Grinnell, Fort, outrages at, 1018.

Groton, , colonel, 712.

Groton, Conn., burning of, 1017.

Groube, Beaumont, 275.

Grubb, Curtis, 2.54.

Giiadaloupe, frigate, 1082.

Guest, Isaac, 533.

Ilagan, Francis, 237, 534, 981.

Hale, Daniel, 148.

Hall, Da^dd, 744.

Hall, George Abbott, 383.

Hall, John, 353.

Hall and Sellers, 543.

Hailing, Solomon, 436, 678, 679.

Hallock, , captain, 711.

Halsted, Mathias, 452.

Hamerly, Fabian, 856, 885.

Hamilton, James, brigadier general, 258.

Hammond, Abijah, 557, 759, 858.

Hancock, John, governor, 5, 148, 222, 311,

628, 744, 750, 770, 967, 1033.

Hand, Edward, brigadier general, 39, 155,

157, 712.

Hanging Rock, 56.

Hanson, Benjamin, 941.

Hanson, John, a delegate from Maryland.

Credentials, 138, 1103, 1151, 1152. at-

tends, 185, 995, 1100; president, 1100.

Committees: Bills of exchange, 197;

quotes, 268, 1087, 1088; French memo-
rial, 311; finances, 381, 1038; week, 996,

1195; Indians, 1055, 1088; War Depart-

ment, 1070. Votes, 205, 224, 267, 279,

287, 289, 291, 305, 332, 334, 338, 358,

1043, 10.54, 1058, 1061, 1074, 1078, 1090,

1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1147, 1148,

11.53, 1161, 1165, 1180. Mentioned,

213, 222, 224, 10S9n, 1146, 1176.

Harding, Seth, 1013.

Hardy, Jane, 888.

Hardy, Joseph, 690, 840, 884, 942.

Hardy, William, 888, 948.

Harnett, Cornelius, 223.

Harpur, Robert, 209.

Harrison, Benjamin, 142, 148, 176, 185,

193, 7.50, 1104.

Harrison, Charles, colonel, 7, 24, 1054.

Harrison, Richard, 482, 692, 7-54, 856.

Hart, Thomas, 275, 329, 300.

Hartford, convention at, 155, 190, 235.

Harvie, John, 223.

Harwood, Thomas, 7, 72, 119, 336, 360,

388.

Haryls, Abraham, 812, 815.

Hatch, Jabez, 642.

Hausseger,.Nicholas, colonel, 143.

Havana, agent at, 698, 705.

Hawes, William, 815.

Hau-J:, schooner, 696, 719.

Hawkins, Benjamin, a delegate from North

Carolina. Credentials, 1034, 1104; at-

tends,' 1034, 1100. Committees: Week,

1039, 1195, 1196; Heguy, 1042; quotes,

1088; GOes, 1171. Votes, 1037, 1043,

1058, 1074, 1078, 1114, 1130, 1148, 1165.

Mentioned, 1112, 1126n.
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Hay, Samuel, lieutenant colonel, 343.

Hay, Udny, 464, 491, 832, 939, 1014n,

1074, 1086.

Haj-ne, Isaac, colonel, 917, 926, 927, 941,

947, 972.

Hazard, Ebenezer, 716, 723, 731, 899, 906,

1164n.

Hazen, Moses, 342, 389, 413, 427, 428, 429,

448, 467, 508, 517, 542, 590, 601, 634,

660, 6G8, 669, 684, 689, 694, 711, 718,

721, 728, 784, 849, 998, 1056, 1163, 1187.

Heath, William, major general, 943, 944,

948, 954, 975, 995, 1024, 1028, 1032, 1039,

1044, 1051, 1059, 1009, 1073, 1092,

1106n, 1109n, 1113n, 1117n, 1123n, 1143,

1185/1, 1190«.

Heer, Bartholomew von, captain, 660, 811.

Heguy, Alexander, 840, 848, 893, 1042.

Henderson, John, 32, 41, 71, 130, 142, 161,

312, 341, 491, 901, 934.

Hemy, Robert, 785.

Heron, J. G., 938.

Herring, , 30.

Hester, Daniel, 1031.

Hetherling, Jaoob, 840.

Heyward, Thomas, jr., 223, 437, 447.

Higgins, Samuel, 851.

Hill, , lieutenant colonel, 353.

Hill, Henrj', 1188.

Hillegas, Michael, 120, 131, 329, 336, 522,

532, 599, 643, 945, 952, 976, 995.

Hiller, , 14.

Hiltzheimer, Jacob, 455, 507, 519, 527,

737, 818, 899, 906.

Hinchinbrook, brig, 982.

Hodgdon, Samuel, 8, 10, 90, 91, 100, 536,

537, 580, 746, 756.

Hodgson, schooner, 945.

Holier, brigantine, 921, 935.

Holker, John, consul general, 717, 883,

899, 906, 911, 928, 942, 943, 946, 1003.

Holland, minister to, 779; alliance wath,

848, 859, 876; treaty of commerce with,

909, 1201.

Holmer, Christian, major, 15, 34, 35, 254.

Holten, Samuel, a delegatefrom Massachu-

setts. Credentials, 4. Mentioned, 29, 222.

Honeyman, W., 772.

Hoops, Adam, 845, 1035.

Hopkins, Esek, 711.

Hopkins, James, 1041, 1042.

Hopkins, John, 202, 388, 581.

Hopkins, Thomati, 716.

Hopkinson, Francis, 303, 306, 341, 430,

783, 899, 906.

Hosmer, Titus, 222, 597.

Hospital department, regulations, 68, 103,

104, 292, 624, 979, 983, 1093, 1183; va-

cancies, 668.

Houston, William Churchill, o delegate

from New Jersey. Credentials, 777,

1102; attends, 289, 1142; Treasury

Board, 570, 658, 1193; Comptroller,

1006. Committees: Morris's letter, 291,

432; lotterj', 304; NewYork letter, 311,

339, 420; John Paul Jones, 38G, 390;

French loan, 399; Schuyler's letter, 421;

Hospital staff, 404; Bland's motion, 469;

Pickering's letter, 475; supplies, 55C;

bilb of credit, 578, 594; Caldwell, 620;

military stores, 630; Pettit, 649, 677;

Massachusetts letter, 702; depreciation,

704; boards, 708; navy, 708; finances,

723; Campbell, 1159; New York fi-

nances, 1160; Dartmouth college, 1169;

gunpowder for New York, 1181; week,

1194. Votes, 290, 293, 305, 547, 592,

593, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 618.

619, 626, 627, 647, 650, 694, 713, 1147,

1148, 1153. Mentioned, 327n, 337n,

339n, 39171, 433n, 450n, 456n, 471,

473n, 572, 588, 591, 594, 606, 60fin, 700,

708n, 1039, 1050, 1147n, llSln, ll.Snn,

1162n, 11G4W.

Houstoun, John, governor, 1021.

Howard, John Eager, lieutenant colonel,

247.

Howe, Robert, major general, 114, 900,

907, 930, 937, 938n, 1110.

Howe, Sir William, 306.

Howell, Isaac, 132, 134.

Howell, Joseph, jr., 91, 100, 150, 151, 174i»,

313, 314, 401, 405, 483, 622, 523, 544.
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Howly, Richard, a deUgaU from Georgia. I

Money, 256, 466, 535, 817, 974. C<mmit-

tee: South Carolina, 493; Board of War,

522; Convention troops, 529; week, 598,

835, 1194, 1195, 1196; Elliot, 791; Mus-

coe Livingston, 893; Pennel, 911; St.

Clair and Stark, 954. Votes, 2, 3, 100,

111, 112, 176, 205, 224, 279, 287, 288,

289, 291, 293, 306, 334, 338, 392, 503,

516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593, 607,

609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 619,

62G, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 730, 731,

741, 742, 747, 752, 776, 778, 827, 888,

924, 956, 983, 985. Mentioned, 2, 92, 98,

205, 224, 246, 334, 469, 602n, 628, 746,

752, 982.

Hughes, Hugh, 930n.

Hugon, T. B., captain, 1164, 1166.

Humphreys, David, 1099, 1108.

Humpton, Richard, colonel, 1046, 1049.

Huntington, Benjamin, a delegate from
Connecticut. Credentials, 1102.

Huntington, Samuel, a delegate frovi Con-

necticut. Credentials, 1102. Commit-

tees: Articles of Confederation, 471.

Votes, 2, 3, 105, 111, 153, 154, 175, 205,

267, 279, 287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332,

333, 338, 358, 392, 503, 504, 516, 524,

529, 530, 547, 592, 593, 607, 609, 610,

612, 613, 614, 618, 619, 626, 627, 647,

650, 658, 663, 681, 694, 713, 726, 730,

731. Mentioned, 18, 42, 61n, 127n, 153,

192n, 200n, 222, 223, 345?!, 44on, 450n,

526n, 639, 652, 654, 724, 743, 744, 746n.

Huske, John, 1034, 1104.

Hutching, Thomas, 187, 339, 475, 738, 768,

812.

Hutchinson, , 786.

Hutson, Richard, 223, 914, 921.

HjTTie, Edmund, thanks to, 1085.

IllmoisLand Co., 253, 704, 784, 1032, 1057,

1098, 1113.

Imlay, William, 4, 402.

Impost, 102, 103, 105, 110, 112, 113n, 124,

136?!, 295, 394, 424, 434, 435, 636, 718,

750, 1035, 1199.

Independence, Declaration of, 475, 543,

1200, 1201, 1203.

Indian department, eastern. 148.

Indiana Land Co., 781, 1057, 1077, 1098,

1113.

Indians, Delaware, 33; treaty, 262; ene-

mies, 280; Oneida and Tuscarora, 465;

Catawba, 488; education, 820, 842, 1051.

Caughnawaga, 881, 917, 1014; near Sche-

nectady, 901; memorial, 935; supplies

for, 939: Cherokee, 1055, 1088; Chicka-

saw, 1055, 1088.

Inglis, Samuel, 600, 1188.

Interpreter, abolished, 859.

Invalid regiment, 265, 717.

Ironmasters, pay of, 149, 204, 254, 263,

278, 463.

Irvine, WUliam, brigadier general, 31n,

273, 677, 1169n.

Irwin, Mathew, 922.

Irwin, Thomas, 463, 996, 1018, 1035.

Isaacs, , 821.

Jackson, Da\'id, 695, 709, 981.

Jackson, Henry, 1128.

Jackson, John M., 71.

Jackson, WUliam, 1202.

Jacob, George, 265.

James, John, 140.

Jameson, John, lieutenant colonel, 460.

January, Peter, 13, 21.

Jardin, Tronson de, 231, 904.

Jay, Sir James, 884, 911, 1024, 1026.

Jay, John, 113, 151, 437, 451, 464, 472, 484,

497, 508, 551, 628, 651, 653, 676, 681,

739, 750, 856, 878, 913, 1003, 1053, 1138;

secretary foreign affairs, 638.

Jefferson, Thomaa, governor, 70, 95, 96,

106, 144, 147, 175, 176, 194, 196, 232, 262,

312, 313, 323, 359, 367, 374, 396, 435, 449,

474, 499, 571, 597, 832, 914, 970, 1014;

peace commissioner, 628, 648, 653, 676;

declines, 1043; mentioned, 1138.

Jenifer, Daniel, 980.

Jenifer, Daniel, of St. Thomas, a delegate

from Maryland. Credentials, 138, 1103;

attends, 498, 1100; Admiralty Board,

507, 1193. Committees: Greene, 519;

neutrality, 579; Navy, 708; marine de-

partment, 724, 728; prisoners, 749; ad-

miralty report, 769; prisoners' relief,
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773; Wereat, 820; week, 856, 1194;

Brown, 883; J. P. Joney, 942; Vermont

controversy, 1032; Nicholas, 1131.

Foto, 503, 504, 51G,524, 529, 530,547,592,

593, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618,

619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 714,

726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776,

822, 827, 854, 888, 924, 983, 985, 1054,

1058, 1061, 1090. Menlionfd, 628, 739,

755n, 770n, 775n, 928n, 943n, 1029ji,

1089.

Jenkins, John, 855.

Jenkins, Thomas, lieutenant, 134, 1124.

Jersey, prison ship, 517, 787.

Jewell, Joseph, 133.

Jewell, Robert, 92, 120, 197, 486, 948.

Johnson, Baker, 65, 66.

Johnson, Jacob, 1016, 1041.

Johnson, Joshua, 500, 907.

Johnson, Robert, 506, 1063, 1072.

Johnson, Thomas, 437.

Johnston, Samuel, a delegate from North

Carolina. Credentials, 1034, 1104;

money, 325, 603; President, 732, 733.

Committees: Petlit, 36; Sullivan, 53;

Scott, 430; Articles of Confederation,

471; week, 500, 1193; Pennsylvania,

523; Quartermaster's certificates, 599;

Hazen, 721, 728; Sullivan, 818. Votes,

2, 3, 153, 154, 176, 205, 224, 267, 279,

288, 289, 291, 293, 300, 332, 334, 338,

358, 392, 503, 504, 516, 524, 529, 5.30,

547, 592, 593, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613,

614, 615, 618, 619, 626, 627, 648, 650,

658, 663, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 747.

Mentioned, 224, 505n, 508n, 517n, 520n,

731, 737, 738, 899.

Jones, John Cnffin, 19.

Jones, John Paul, 13, 174, 175, 200, 228n,

317, 342n, 386, 390, 391, 452, 572, 590,

620, 698, 710, 711, 722, 726, 743, 758,

769, 812, 843, 884, 900, 942.

Jones, Joseph, a delegate from Virginia.

Credentials, 1103; attends, 94, 1100.

Cummittecu: Washiiifiton, 133; finance,

146; Jones and Landais, 174; Harrison,

186; Brodhead, 187; Virginia, 194;

prisoners, 196, 634; La Luzerne, 225;

Forman and Gibson, 306; French me-

morial, 311, 562; Treasury, 509; Mary-

land letter, 515; Greene, 519; Pennsyl-

vania, 523; finances, 533, 1147n, 1149;

southern states, 548; letter to states, 585;

bills of credit, 594; military stores, 630;

courts-martial, 656; Ma^.-achusetts let-

ter, 702; report War Board, 754; inter-

cepted letters, 751; merchants' me-

morial, 855; week. 856, 10.39, 1194,

1195; Indians, 881; old money, 884;

Navy, 913; St. Clair, 916; New York

letter, 931; Rhode Island letter, 944;

Morton, 945; Rhode Island, 969; Caugh-

nawaga Indians, 1014; Seagrove, 1045;

South Carolina and Georgia officers,

1051; Pollock, 1107; South Carolina

officers, 1117 ; New York finances, 1160n;

Yorktown prisoners, 1162n; Peters,

1172; New Hampshire letter, 1179n;

gunpowder for New York, 1181; Stark,

118571. Votes, 106, 111, 112, 153, 154,

175, 205, 224, 267, 279, 288, 289, 293,

503, 504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 592,

593, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618,

619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 663, 682, 694,

714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752,

778, 822, 827, 854, 924, 956, 983, 1043,

1054, 1058, 1061, 1074, 1090, 1114, 1119,

1120, 1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1153, 1161,

1165, 1180. Mentioned, 174n, 224, 230n,

516, 534n, 548n, 848, 881n, 908, 913,

1113, 1114, 1173n.

Jones, Nathan, 187, 343.

Jones, Noble Wimberly, a delegate from

Georgia. Credentials 1015, 1106; at-

tends, 1015, 1100. Committees: Week,

1028, 1195; South Carolina and Georgia

officers, 1051, 1117. Votes, 1043, 1058,

1061, 1074, 1078, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120,

1121, 1130, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165, 1181.

Jones, Thomas, 577, 679.

Jones, Willie, a delegate from North Caro-

lina. Committees: Sullivan's letter,

53; Boweu, 53.
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-, Dr., 1033.

-, Rev., chaplain, 700.

Jones, -

Jones, -

Jordan, Joha, captain, 330, 602.

Journals of Congress, purchaae of, 549;

secret, 588; editions, 1203.

Judge Advocate, pay of, 1021.

Kalb, Baron de, 931.

Keen, Roger, 921, 922, 935.

Keene, L. (?) major, 451.

Kerr, George, 312.

King, Frederick, 944, 948.

Kingston, N. Y., burning of, 1017.

Kiuloch, Francis, a delegate from South

Carolina. Credentials, 1105.

Kinnan, William, 40, 132, 311, 373, 535,

899, 906.

Kinebury, John, 1141.

Knox, Henry, brigadier general, 8, 70,

184, 194, 538, 922, 1120, 1126.

Lacoizqueta, John Joseph, 1170.

Lafayette, Marquis de, 204, 389n, 520,

531, 581, 682, 828, 852, 1110, 1134, 1135,

1146. Letters: 14, 335, 338, 451, 471,

473, 499, 580, 693, 722, 767, 789, 790,

844, 855, 910, 929, 961, 973, 1131n.

La Luzerne, Anne Caesar, Chevalier de,

letters, 57, 66, 224, 231, 526, 718, 788,

854, 857, 874, 876, 904, 913, 1026;

memorials, 199, 308, 341, 371, 491, 513,

543, 556, 557, 600, 601, 608, 618, 792,

846, 896, 925, 940, 946, 975, 990, 998,

1003, 1009, 1011; conference, 248, 252,

669, 1137.

Lamb, Robert, 695.

Land, western, 99, 210, 211, 502, 526, 704,

784, 1057, 1077, 1098, 1113.

Landais, Pierre, 174, 318, 590.

Langdon, John, 438.

Langworthy, Edward, 223.

Laumoy, de, 1008.

Laurens, Henry, instructions, 651, a dele-

gatefrom South Carolina. Credentials,

1105. Votes, 62, 129, 139, 223, 227,

345, 346, 451, 622, 623, 647, 648, 653,

G76, 681, 779, 780, 893, 900, 1003, 1027,

1138, 1140, 1150.

Laurens, John, 10, 15, 180, 550, 577, 628,

693, 695, 751, 928, 932, 935, 940, 945,

996, 999, 1053, 1063, 1068, 1069, 1081,

1 ^06n.

Lavigne, Coulaux, 274, 401.

Law of nations, infractions of, 1136.

Law, Richard, a delegate from Con-

necticut. Credentials, 1102; attends,

1068, 1099. Committees: Week, 1069,

1149, 1195, 1196; Washington's letter,

1185?i. VoUs, 1073, 1077, 1090, 1114,

1118, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1153,

1161, 1165, 1180. Mentioned, 125,

1144n, 1172n.

Lawrence, John, 194, 275, 321, 323.

Lawrence, William, 133.

Leaden spouts, 902.

Leary, Daniel, 233.

Le Brun, , 904.

Lee, Andrew, 456, 467.

Lee, Arthur, 13, 15, 32, 35, 63, 65, 163,

522, 574, 832, 833, 860.

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, 223.

Lee, Henry, 65, 130, 137, 180, 256, 286,

756, 828, 861, 900, 942, 1026, 1032.

Lee, Richard Henry, 223.

Lee, Thomas, 19.

Lee, Thomas Sim, governor, 140, 240, 264,

313, 515, 534, 597, 832, 1068.

Lee, WUliam, 143, 688, 740, 741, 931, 955.

Lees, James, 970, 971.

Le Grand, Barrere, 860.

Letter to States, 585, 906, 1174.

Letters of marque. (See Privateers.)

Le Vacher de St. Marie, 321.

Levy, Aaron, 303, 328.

Lewis, Francis, 222, 320, 463, 743, 756.

Lewis, Morgan, 57, 228.

Lewis, William, major, 661.

Lexington, brig, 769.

L'Hommedieu, Ezra, a delegatefrom New
Yorh. Credential?, 1132; attends, 816;

Treasury Board, 821, 1193; Committees:

Treasury accounts, 976; accounts, 986.

Votes, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924, 856, 983,

985, 1037, 1043. Mentioned, l(U4n.
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Lincoln, Benjamin, major general, 16,

181, 184, 277, 497, G20, 775, 782, 787,

933, 1042; Secretary of War, 1087,

1102, 1111, 1140, 1141, 1148n, 1165n,

116G.

Lively, 98.

Livermore, Samuel, a delegate from Neiv

Hampshire. Credentials, 498, 1100;

attends, 498, 1099. CommitUes: Week,

520, 715, 884, 1193, 1194; Pennsj'lvania,

523; J. P. Jones, 758; finances, 781;

Wereat, 820; Indians, 881; New York

letter, 931; Rhode Island letter, 944;

Morton, 952n; Rhode Island, 969;

Greene's letter, 970; retaliation, 972;

Caughnawaga Indians, 1014; Vermont

controversj-, 1032; quotas, 1088, 1089;

Dartmouth College, 1169n. Votes, 503,

504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593,

607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619,

626, 627, 647, 650, 658, 663, 681, 694,

713, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752,

776, 778, 821, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924,

956, 983, 1037, 1090, 1043, 1118, 1120,

1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165,

1180. Mentioned, 644ra, 718re, 723n,

81071, 9697!, 982, 982n, 1046n.

Li^•ingston, James, colonel, 554, 709, 712,

721, 758, 784, 835, 848, 1056.

Li^angston, Musco, lieutenant, 430, 727,

755, 769, 893, 906.

Livingston, R. G., 1072.

Livingston, Robert R., 65; Secretary for

Foreign Affairs, 851, 1137; letters, 930,

1028.

Livingston, William, governor, 103, 359,

749?i, 969.

Lloyd, John, 36, 322, 453, 401.

Lloyd, Peter Z., 1131.

Loan office certificates, interest on, 1062;

debt, 168, 1049; salaries, 903.

Loans, from France, 674, 1000, 1004; for

refugees, 782; treasurer of, 783.

Loizeau, Augti.stin, 709, 721, 722.

Lolme, J. L. De, 1201.

Lomugne, , Major, 532, 551, 851,

084, 998, 1016, 1022.

Loring, John, 605.

Loseau, Augustine. (See Loizeau.)

Lotbini^re, Louis, 48, 97, 131, 505, 617.

Lottery, fourth class, 123; prizes in, 304;

prize numbers, 1200.

Louis, Colonel, 945, 953.

Louis XVI, letters, 527, 556, 928, 1063,

1136, 1145.

Lovell, James, a delegate from Massachw-

setts, 4. Credentials, 628, 1101; at-

tends, 1099. Committees: Army
mutiny, 45, 57; Gibson, 95; Treasury-,

254; quotas, 268; Parson.s, 430; Johnson

and Ross, 500; Bingham, 645; Ross,

680; Winthrop, 731; Elizabeth Bergen,

851, 908; William Lee, 931, 955; Silaa

Deane, 955; John Clark, 1106n,- Wash-

ington's letter, llllr;/ Knox, 1120; fish-

eries, 112;Jn; Edison, 1160; Giles, 1171;

Bingham, 1183; week, 1196. Votes,

111, 153, 154, 175, 223, 267, 279, 287,

289, 332, 333, 358, 392, 503, 504, 516,

524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593, 607, 609,

610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619, 627, 647,

650, 694, 713, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742,

778, 821, 822, 854, 924, 956, 983, 985,

1037, 1054, 1058, 1060, 1073, 1090, 1114,

1118, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1165, 1180.

Mentioned, 153, 154, 162, 222, 223, 430,

549, 681n, 735r!, 854/1, 859, 1113n, 1120,

1160n, 1166n.

Loyalists in New York, 1181.

Lucas, James, 306.

Lucas, John, captain, 264, 327, 328.

Ludwick, Christopher, 94, 159.

Luke, brigantine, 319.

Lyon. (See Du Maine.)

McCall, James, 323.

McCasky, Ale.xander, 462, 888.

McClcan, Archibald, 753, 856.

McClcan, John, 533.

McClenachan, Blair, 82, 325, 463.

McComb, James, 15, 21, 22n, 25.

McConnell, Mathew, 23, 32, 90, 140, 194,

260, 274, 1056.

McCrea, Stephen, 958, 1016.

Maccubbin, James, 138, 140, 1103.
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McDougall, Alexander, a delegate from

New York. Attends, 64. Committees:

Armand, 78; Skinner, 78; Atlee, 86;

Hodgdon, 90; Washington's letters,

104, 133; Patton, 115; Pettit's letter,

121; 'Whipple's memorial, 135; Haxri-

Bon's letter, 142; Southern Department,

179; d'Arendt, 181, 353; Sartine's letter,

185; Franklin's letter, 187; ironmasters,

190; Burnet's letter, 203; Hutchins,

339; courts-martial, 656. Votes, 111,

153, 154, 175, 205. Mentioned, 97n,

145n, 156, 206, 211, 213, 278n; secretary

of marine, 203, 333, 334; major general,

252, 326, 327, 332, 340, 420, 900.

McDuS, James, 261.

McGee, James, 696.

McHenry, James, 244, 541.

Mcintosh, Lachlan, brigadier general,

752, 772, 773, 996.

Mclntyre, Thomas, captain, 140.

McKean, Thomas, a delegate from Dela-

ware. Credentials, 193, 1103; attends,

193; president, 733, 1071; resigns, 1069;

thanks, 1108. Committees: McComb,

16; executive departments, 31; French

letter, 57; Lewis memorial, 57; Camp-

bell, 63; Dumas's letter, 78; Pennsyl-

vania letter, 105; courts, 234; Pettit's

letter, 266; quotai>, 268, 1088; lottery,

304; French memorial, 311; New York

letter, 311, 339; bUls of credit, 351;

Board of War's letter, 359; comt of

appeals, 375, 599; impost, 636; burning

bills, 668, 690; marine department, 726;

New Hampshire, 732; captures, 764;

New Hampshire letter, 836; Morton,

952n. . Votes, 105, 111, 112, 153, 154,

175, 205, 224, 267, 291, 293, 305, 332,

338, 358, 650, 658, 682, 694, 726, 741, 742,

747, 752, 776, 778, 822, 827, 854, 888,

924, 956, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054,

1058, 1060, 1090. Mentioned, Hn,

65, 67»i, 206, 222, 224, 234, 235, 304,

304n, 312, 345, 35l7i, 352, 357, 648, 650,

758n, 766n, 783n, 814n, 828n, 868n,

879n, 880, 883rt, 920/1, 927, 928n, 941,

951n. grjon, 974n, 978h, 1050, 1064,

1064n, 1070, 1113n.

McKenzie, Jamee, 602.

McKesson, John, 75.

McKinley, John, 1017.

McKinnan, William, 787, 788.

McLane, Allen, captain, 39.

McLene, James, a delegate from Pennsyl-

vania. Com.mittees: Bible, 91.

McMullin, Joseph, 881.

McMurdie, Robert, 486, 631, 643.

McNutt, Alexander, 56, 1052.

Macpherson, John, 32.

McPherson, William, major, 207, 1162,

1171.

McQueen, James, 437.

Madison, James, a deleyate from Virginia.

Credentials, 1103; attends, 1100. Com-

mittees: Washington, 31fi; Bowen, 53;

Harrison, 142; Southern department,

179; Articles of Confederation, 1S6, 236;

fast day, 258; French memorial, 311;

745; d'Arendt, 353; Board of War, 376;

Jay, 437; Maryland, 446; Madison's mo-

tion, 420; New York, 420; Morris, 429,

714; week, 600, 884, 1078, 1193, 1194,

1195; Army pay, 506; finances, 724;

New Hampshire, 732; salaries, 733;

Marbois, 738; Greene, 755, 789; Wash-

ington's letter, 782; impost, 787; dele-

gates' pay, 813; New Hampshire letter,

836; South Carolina letter, 970; Penn-

sylvania letter, 1012; Trumbull and

Greene, 1023; fisheries, U2in: Lafay-

ette, 1131, 1134; DuportaU, 1141n.

Voles, 2, 3, 106, 111, 112, 153, 154, 175,

205, 224, 288, 289, 291, 332, 334, 338,

503, 504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 592,

593, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615,

618, 619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663,

682, 694, 714, 726, 741, 742, 747, 752,

776, 778. 822, 854, 888, 924, 956, 983,

985, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058, 1061, 1074,

1078, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130,

1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165. Mentioned,

1, 2, 39/1, 113n, 117n, 153n, 192re, 224,

270, 312, 314, 348, 349r!, 359, 374, 375rj,

420, 471, 493, 496, 502, 507/1, 516, 555n,

599, 612n, 613, 613;i, 632/!, 708/i, 713,

713n, 724/1, 746, 746/i, 814/1, 848, 893,

965/1, 1023, 1030n, 1045, lOoSn, 1135/t,

1151n.
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Mahon, Patrick, 935.

Malcolm, William, colonel, 5, 36, 37, 38,

2S9, 517.

Malescot, Nicholafl, 260.

Marbois, Francois de Barb^', Marquis de,

memorial, 738, 745, 7G9.

Marcellir, de, 758, 812, 813.

Marchant, Henry, 222.

Marair, , 486.

Marine, agent of, 767/i, 764, 943; secretary

of, 124ri, 126, 127, 133, 203, 724; De-

partment, arrangement of, 124, 124n.

Marion, Francis, brigadier general, 1056,

1085.

Marquis de La Fayette, ship, 319, 999,

1004, 1139.

Marr, Lawrence, 1109.

ilars, 579.

Marten, Joseph, 1089.

Martin, Louis Daniel, 490, 1144.

Martz, Leonard, 832.

Maryland, funds from, 38; on Articles of

Confederation, 138, 186, 992; executive

council of Eastern Shore, letter, 440;

letter of senate and house of delegates,

597; troops from, 635; brigade, thanks,

1084; credentials, 1103.

Mason, David, 573.

Massachusetts, letters, 33; funds from, 38,

61; Senate, letter, 311; quotas, 421, 729;

credentials, 628, 1101.

Mafisey, William, 844, 845, 1022, 1124.

Mathews, George, colonel, 1.

Mathews, John, a delegate from South

Carolina. Credentials, 1105; attends,

1100; money, 71,188,336,483,507,543,

696,825, 1021; War Board, 10, 197. Com-

mittees: Pennt-ylvania line, 20; New
York, 95, 722, 835, 931; Forrest, 160;

Whole, 184, 245, 250, 253, 254, 258, 266,

364, 367; Articles of Confederation, 186,

471; rules, 225; McDougall, 253; Skin-

ner, 257; Oliphant, 335; Board of War,

359, 367, 376, 522; John Paul Jone-s 3S6,

390, 572; Virginia, 397; Lafayette, 451,

531; prisonersat Charleston, 458; Moul-

trie, 468, 881, 1026; week, 482, 1193;

Greene, 519, 755, 789; Convention
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troops, 529; finances, 533, 688, 732, 739,

946; Southern States, 548; supplies, 556;

French memorial 562, 986, 1063; bills

of credit, 578; letter to States, 585;

Mathews's motion, 675, 915; capttires by

l.>nd,690; gun ship, 692; agent at Ha-

vana, 698; land cession.s, 704n; salaries,

7133; consul's commission, 735; prLson-

ers, 749; Melven, 753; French letter,

769,778,858,876,928; prisoners' elief,

773; Washington's letter, 782; dele-

gates' pay, 813; Sullivan, 819, 826;

Wereat, 820; Jay, 884; South Carolina

letter, 911, 920; Argo, 911; Hayne,

926; Southern department, 930;

French supplies, 932; J. Laurens, 934;

ships of war, 953; Rhode Island,

909; retaliation, 978; Treasury, 1039;

Seagrove, 1045; Indians at Princeton,

1050;Frenchaffair3, 1052; Pollock, 1107.

Votes, 2, 3, 106, 111, 112, 153, 154, 176,

205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288, 289, 291, 293,

332, 334, 338, 358, 392, 503, 504, 516,

524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593, 607, 609,

610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 619, 626,

627, 648, 650, 65S, 663, 682, 694, 714,

726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776,

778, 822, 827, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054,

1074, 1090, 1153, 1161, 1165, 1181. Merv-

tioned, 31n, 87, 91, 97, 102n, 105, 135,

136n, 141, 156, 156n, 192n, 223, 224,

225, 236, 246, 252, 273, 274, 287, 288,

290, 292, 304, 331, 353, 357, 359, 383,

386, 395n, 468n, 471, 471n, 478n, 481n,

486«, 491, 491«, 492n, 500/i, 504, 506,

507, 527n, 532, 544n, 577, 587n, 588,

619, 624, 628, 632, 647, 675, 678, 683,

699, 706n, 731, 733, 739n, 746, 748, 761,

768n, 790n, 814n, 831, 857, 887n, 915,

915n, 917, 918ft, 930, 941, 953n, 977,

978?i, 1017, 1018, 102771, 1039, 1043,

1092, 1182.

Matliewri, Mary, 590.

Matlack, Timothy, 1188.

Mead, George, 786, 1102.

Moase, James, 40.

Mediation, 585, 605.

Mfdical committee, discontiniK d, 570.
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Meem, Man-, 753.

Meigs, Return Jonathan, colonel, 8.

Mechambor, Humphrey, 973.

Melven, George, 723, 753, 767, 1031, 1041,

1042, 1046, 1052, 1078.

Mercer, Hugh, brigadier-general, 712.

Mercer, Richard, 747.

Mercier, John D., 382, 984.

Meredith, Samuel, 1188.

Middleton, Arthur, a delegate from South

Carolina. Credentials, 1007, 1105; at-

tends, 1007, 1100. Committees: Trum-
bull and Greene, 1023; week, 1028,

1195; Hayne, 1055; Greene, 1059, 1083;

finances, 1069; Larreguy, 1170; New
Hampshire letter, 1179n,- reports for

States, 1184; Stark, 1185n. Votes,

1037, 1043, 1054, 1058, 1061, 1074, 1078,

1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1148,

1153, 1161, 1165, 1181. Mentioned,

1073, 1118, 1118n, 1160, 1169n, 1180.

Miles, Samuel, 24, 137, 140, 141, 249, 300,

307, 307w, 323, 324, 344, 673, 682, 691,

958.

Miller, Robert, 359?i.

Milligan, James, 1050, 1061, 1068.

Missiskoy Bay, 887, 893.

Mississippi, navigation of, 151, 305, 554,

853.

Mitchell, Alexander, 1049.

MitcheU, Nathaniel, 1016, 1025, 1033,

1039.

Montgomery, Hugh, 6.

Montgomery, Joseph, a delegate from
Pennsylvania. Credentials, 1103, 1130;

attends, 1099, 1130. Committees: Jan-

uary, 13; Washington's letters, 3l7i,

lllln; Board of War's letter, 39,

1059; Blaine's letter, 45, 277, 812;

Lewis memorial, 57; Campbell, 63,

1044, 1060; German regiment, 73; Skin-

ner, 78; Virginia, 95, 449; Harrison,

142; Pickering, 337 ; Pennsylvania line,

396w; Scott, 430; Virginia and Wash-
ington, 499; week, 625, 732, 813, 969,

1194, 1195, 1196; depreciation, 704;

Sullivan, 826; Vermont, 842; Eliza-

beth Bergen, 851, 908; Thanksgiving,

958, 1074; Simon, 971; hospital depart-

ment, 984; Lomagne. 1016, 1022; Geor-

gia letters, 1021; Walton, 1044; Desde-

vens, 1062; finances, 1069; John Clark,

1073; Knox, 1120; President's house,

1128; Post office, 1131. Votes, 2, 3,

105, 111, 112, 153, 154, 175, 279, 287,

289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 334, 338, 358,

503, 504, 618, 619, 626, 627, 648, 658,

663, 681, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741,

742, 747, 752, 776, 778, 827, 854, 983,

985, 1037, 1043, 1060, 1074, 1077, 1090,

1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1180. Men-

tioned, 312, 396, 6S6, 1018, 1036, 1037,

1047, 1062, 1071.

Montluisant, , 485.

Montmorin, , 913.

Moody, John, 1109.

Moore, James, 785, 898, 903.

Moore, Philip, 600.

Moore, William, president, letters, 420,

469, 523.

Morgan, Daniel, brigadier general, 129,

130, 133, 246, 247, 359, 393, 712.

Morgan, George, 264, 820, 842, 1051.

Morgan, John, Dr., 56.

Morning Star, privateer, 945.

Morocco, consul to, 553.

Morris, Cadwallader, 1188.

MorrLs, Gouverneur, 222, 1042n.

Morris, James, 145.

Morris, Joseph, major, 930.

Morris, Robert, superintendent of finance,

180, 222, 255, 263, 287, 288, 290, 291,

326, 337, 429, 431, 449, 455, 499, 519,

530, 544, 545, 54571, 546, 54S7J, 597, 610,

681, 683, 688, 689, 691, 692, 695, 706,

709, 714, 723, 732, 740, 783, 844, 908,

916n, 943, 946, 953, 983, 996, 1002,

1020, 1028, 1042, 1065, 1109re, 1112,

1113n, 1123?i, 1140, 1147n, 115l7i,

1183, 1189«, 1200.

Morris, , captain, 82.

Morris, ——— , Dr., 756.

Morse Charles, 130, 146, 210, 213, 733.

Morton, Perez, 945, 952.
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Motte, Isaac, a delegate from South Caro-

lina. Credentials, 1105; attends, 1100;

money, 120, 340, 689, 818; Treasury

Board, 65. Committees: Lee, 32;

quartermaster's stores, 262; commis-

sary, 390; Hazen, 427, 590, 668; hu.-^-

pital staff, 464; Blaine, 488, 812;

Howell, 523; Army account, 549;

week, 598, 1052, 1194, 1195; quar-

termaster's certificates, 599; burning

bills, 668, 690; Hazen, 721, 728;

Armand, 984, 1023. Votes, 2, 3, 106,

111, 112, 153, 154, 176, 224, 267, 279,

287, 291, 293, 306, 332, 334, 338, 358,

392, 503, 504, 524, 547, 592, 593, 607,

609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 619,

626, 627, 648, 650, 65S, 663, 682, 714,

726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776,

822, 827, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058,

1074, 1078, 1090, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130,

1148, 1153, 1165, 1181. Mentioned,

224, 304, 331, 368, 505, 748, 818, 1055,

1062, 1073, 1165, 1182.

Moultrie, William, brigadier general, 130,

437, 458, 465, 497, 517, 620, 881, 88G,

976, 1026, 1027.

Mowry, Daniel, a delegate from Rhode

Island. Credentials, 768, 1101; attends,

768, 1190. Committees: New Hamp-
shire, 818; week, 782, 856, 946, 1052,

1194, 1195; Pennell, 911; Simon, 971.

Votes, 776, 778, 821, 822, 827,

854, 888, 924, 950, 983, 985, 1037, 1043,

1054, 1058, 1060, 1073, 1077, 1090, 1114,

1118, 1120, 1121. Mentioned: 1020,

1030, 1056», 1060«, 1065n.

Moylan, John, 505, 634, 636, 644, 662, 719,

852, 856, 898, 902, 948.

Moylan, Stephen, 149, 319, 402.

Muhlenberg, Peter, brigadier general,

6G0, 1040.

Miilhallon, John, 909.

Murfits, Henry, 133n.

Murray, Alexander, 636, 743, 744, 755,

770.

Nagcl, George, 154n.

Nash, Abner, governor, 39, 176, 182.

Navarro, Diego Jos^ de, 722.

Navy, management, 707, 708, 710, 900, 919.

Navy Board, middle department, 47.

Navy Boards, abolition of, 124.

Necker, Jacques, 558, 999, 1002.

Negro regiments, 900.

Neilson, John, 284.

Neill, Henry, 303.

Nelmes, Thomas, 95, 142.

Neptune, brigantine, 1039.

Nesbit, John Maxwell, 1188.

Nesmith, John, 108.

Netherlands. (See Holland.)

Neufville, Isaac, 917, 926, 927, 941, 972.

NeufN-ille, John de & Sou, 75, 163, 554,

828, 916, 1033, 1106, 1113;i, 1123n.

Nevill, Presley, 264, 701.

New Hampshire, funds, 38, 61; agrees to

impost, 435; credentials, 498, 1100;

line, 581; quota of troops, 729; money,

1019. Grants (see Vermont).

New Jersey funds, 38, 61; agrees to im-

post, 636; credentials, 777, 1102;

troops from, 947; memorial of, 1132;

letter, 1179.

New London, burning of, 978, 1017.

New York, letter from legislature, 95;

funds, 38, 61; Articles of Confederation,

208, 210, 211; consents to impost, 353;

instructions from, 427
;
paper emissions,

472; land cessions, 704, 824, 1077, 1098,

1113; credentials, 1132.

Nicholas, Samuel, 851, 884, 912, 942, 943,

1018, 1131.

Nicholson, George, 543, 582, 899.

Nicholson, James, captain, 620, 636, 710,

743, 770, 900, 996.

Nicholson, John, 253.

Nicholson, William, 727, 755, 942.

Nicholson, , 687.

Nicola, Lewis, colonel, 637, 675.

Niles, Robert, 357, 684.

Nixon, Andrew, 241.

Nixon, John, 122, 545n.

Norfolk, burning of, 1017.

North Carolina, funds from, 38; delegates,

pay, 814; credentials, 1034, 1104; agrees

to impost, 1035; brigade, thanks, 1084;

arms for, 1150.
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North, William, & Co , 312.

Norwalk, Conn., burning of, 1017.

Nossa Senhora de Leiramento, 578.

Nostra Senhora de Carmel et Saint Antonio,

ship. (See Our Lady, etc.)

Nourse, J., 3S2, 995.

Nugent, James, 1033.

O'Dea, James, llQOn.

Officers, pay of, 397.

Olyphant, Da\dd, 335, 369, 407, 506, 884,

948, 979, 1144.

O'NeOl, 140, 182, 231, 232, 823, 834, 1041,

1050.

Orange, Prince of, 17?!.

Osgood, Samuel, a delegate from Massa-

chusetts. Credentials, 628, 1101. At-

tends, 628, 1099; Treasury board, 658,

1193; money, 1021. Committees: Mas-

sachusetts letter, 702; boards, 708;

Rhode Island letter, 715, 729; Holker,

717; finances, 723, 908, 1028, 1109ri;

Winthrop, 734; prisoners, 749; Parsons,

750; J.P.Jones, 758,789; prisoners' re-

lief, 773; Argo,Q\2\ Treasury accounts,

976; accounts, 986; Treasury, 1039;

Indiana at Princeton, 1050; week,

1078, 1195; quotas, 1088, 1089; Presi-

dent's house, 1128; supplies, 1112;

Peters, 1172. Votes, 647, 650, 658, 663,

681, 694, 713, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742,

747, 776, 778, 821, 822, 827, 854, 888,

924, 956, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058,

1060, 1073, 1077, 1090, 1114, 1118, 1120,

1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1180.

Mentioned, 724»i, 1051n, 1061, 1078,

1079«, 1086«, 1092n, 1179, 1188.

Oswald, E., 1203.

Otis & Henly, 19, 20, 783.

Otto, Bodo, 130.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and St. Antonio,

75, 900.

Owen, John, 834, 1042.

Painter, Gamaliel, 486, 487, 491, 492.

Palfrey, William, 322, 687, 907, 1036.

Parker. William, 158, 188.

Parr, James, 753.

Parsons & Co., 593.

Parsons, Samuel, 693, 750, 860, 883, 968.

Parsons, Samuel Holden, major general,

114, 429.

Parsons, , captain, 1102.

Partridge, George, a delegate from Massa-

chusetts. Credentials, 4, 628, 1101; at-

tends, 628, 1099. Committees: Week,

668, 835. 946, 1069, 1194, 1195; Wiii-

throp, 734; Marbois, 738; French me-

morial, 745; St. Clair and Stark, 954;

Board of War letter, 1059; Desdevens,

1062. Voles, 647, 650. 658, 663, 681,

694, 713, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752,

776, 778, 821, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924,

956, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1060,

1073, 1077, 1090, 1114, 1118, 1120, 1121,

1130, 1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165, 1180.

Mentioned, 650, 678, 678n, 747, 955,

958n, 1025, 1060, 1073n. 1074n. 1119,

1147. 1152.

Paschke. Frederick, captain, 86, 106, 107,

122, 347, 518.

Passports for vessels, 872.

Paterson, William, 777.

Patterson, Ezra, lieutenant, 360.

Patterson, John, 1203.

Patterson, Samuel, 235, 498, 658, 851, 1024.

Patton, John, 190, 195, 254, 278, 325, 971.

Patton, Robert, 115, 144, 249, 252.

Paulding, William, 401, 453, 462.

Peabody, Nathaniel, a delegate from. New
Hampshire. Mentioned, 29.

Peace, treaty of. (See Treaty of peace.)

Peace commissioners, instructions, 607,

615, 617, 652; commissions, 655n.

Peck, William, 4, 39.

Pemberton, Joseph, 381.

Pendergast, William. 360.

Pendleton, Daniel, 72.

Pendleton, Nathaniel, captain, 52, 1085.

Penet&Co.,241.
Penet de Costa, freres & Co., 401, 719.

Penet, Ignatius, 30.

Penet, P., 1151n.

Penn, John, 223.

Penn, William, 254, 282.

Pennel, Joseph, 881, 897, 911.
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Pennsylvania, line, 20, 25, 32, 41, 44, 48.

79, 80, 108, 459, 826, 1122, 1166: bank,

122; council, letters, 105, 108, 598;

funds 38, 61; troops from, 947; militia,

1037; and Connecticut, dispute, 1092,

1115, 1116; credentials, 1103, 1130.

Peusacola, surrender, 854.

Pepin, Andrew, 784, 816, 874, 908, 1056.

Perceira, John Ignatius de Oliveria, 937.

Peres, Peter, 485, 487. 898, 903.

Perkins & McBreed, 685.

Perkins, Joseph, 203.

Peters, Richard, War Board, 10, 11, 20,

22, 30, 37, 49, 51, 52, 74, 75, 79, 86, 104,

106, 109, 114, 119, 128, 137, 140, 181,

182, 183, 184, 186, 197, 232, 327, 384,

451, 459, 460, 462, 488, 490, 539, 594,

643, 702, 739, 743, 744, 756, 768, 813,

815, 826, 994, 998, 1011, 1021, 1035,

1039, 1048, 1052, 1079, 1111, 1122, 1124,

1127; letters, 95, 1172, 1184n. Men-

tioned, 1123.

Petition to the king, 1201.

Pettit, Ch;irle9, 35, 36, 119, 120, 121, 137,

140, 141, 143, 145, 149, 158, 159, 161,

165, 262, 265, 266, 283, 284, 331, 341,

350, 360, 393, 447, 449, 474, 497, 499,

500, 581, 590, 591, 603, 641, 649, 659,

677, 757, 759, 851, 885.

Philadelphia, prison at, 197.

Phile, Charles, 245.

Phillips, Richard, 34, 122, 188, 251, 429,

788.

Pickens, Andrew, 247.

Pickering, Timothy, 120, 121, 137, 186,

233, 245, 284, 313, 337, 389, 447, 465,

469, 475, 521, 527, 550, 581, 603, 641,

642, 659, 786, 820, 831, 841, 875, 896,

958, 1068.

Pierce, John, deputy paymaster general,

7, 25, 30, 31, 35, 41, 45, 46, 48, 51, 55, 58,

65, 72, 90, 92, 93, 133, 134, 157, 190, 201,

203, 204, 273, 321, 331, 332, 340, 3!7,

352, 384, 393, 459, 474, 494, 507, 517, 519,

520, 521, 535, 581, 784, 841, 1059, 1065,

1085.

Pierres, Ph.-D., 1202.

Pike, Benjamin, 94.

Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth, 933, 1008.

Pinckney, , major, 1052.

Piracies and felonies, court of, 354.

Pissot, pfere & fils. 1202.

Pitt, Fort, 141, 173, 280, 900, 997.

Plumb, William, 981, 1012.

Pollard, Jonathan, 945.

Pollock, Oliver, 32, 118, 119, 124, 130,

142, 312, 341, 462, 491, 697, 883, 1016,

1028, 1046, 1078, 1107.

Pontcamer, , 486.

Portsmouth, action at, 349, 356.

Portugal, loan, 739.

Postage, rates, 191, 1066.

Postmaster General, salary, 1067.

Post office, regulations for, 820, 828, 1131;

expense of, 1006.

Post riders, 22, 678.

Potter, James, 82.

Potts, Richard, a delegate from Maryland.

Credentials, 138, 1103; attends, 629.

Committees: Week, 668, 732, 1194; J. P.

Jones, 789. VoUs, 648, 650, 658, 663,

682, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742,

747, 752, 776, 778.

Powell, Josiah, 572, 1041.

President, expenses of, 252, 891, 1128;

house for, 381; election, 490, 492, 1070.

Press, superintendents of, 52, 53; inspect-

ors of, 231.

Price, James, 658.

Prielay, Charles, 942.

Prisoners, support of, 31, 147; exchange,

28, 70, 889, 973; naval, exchange of,

96; Pennsylvania, 109; Convention,

the, see Convention troops; Cowpens,

300; Charleston, 458; Southern, 511;

relief of, 534; British, treatment, 622;

food for, 1165n; removal of, 623; ma^

rine, 725, 765, 829; rations for, 748;

distresses of, 749ii; relief of, 774; trora

South Carolina and Georgia, 808, 829,

858; retaliation, threatened, 972; at

Yorktown, 1110; deserting, 1132.

Prison ships, 829.

Privateers, instructions, 348, 356, 361, 646,

1199.

Prize money, 392.
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Prizes, regulations, 66; Bermudan, 270;

ordnance, 314, 1199.

Proctor, Francis, 133.

Proctor, Thomas, Colonel, 74, 360.

Protector, State sMp, 578.

Provaux, Adrian, 1162.

Provision departments, 389.

Pry, Thomas, 1185ra.

Public debts, estimate. (See Debt of

United States.)

Pulaski, 107, 181, 182, 277, 468, 684, 860,

909, 1062.

Purviance, Robert, 474, 489.

Purviance, Samuel, 474, 489.

Putnam, Benjamin, 94-5.

Quartermaster's Department, supplies

for, 120, 370; deputj', 389; arrangement

of, 457; destitute, 591.

Quatrifager, , captain, 448.

Quintella, Joaquin Pedro, 542.

Quotas of money, 258, 267, 298, 439, 501

503, 524, 589, 599, 773, 1087, 1088, 1090

of States, 418; how apportioned, 422

of supplies, 502, 1112; of men, 1177.

Ramsay, Da\dd, 914, 921.

Ramsay, William, 179.

Randolph, Edmund, a delegate from Vir-

ginia. Credentials, 750, 1103; attends,

750, 1100. Committees: Week, 754, 1194,

1196; court of appeals, 764; quotas, 773;

reports, 788; consuls, 811; Vermont, 842;

French memorial, 845, 925, 986; mer-

chants' petition, 882; confederation,

896; Howe, 907; 937; South Carolina,

911; Navj', 913; Randolph's motion, 913;

Hayne, 918; South Carolina letter, 920;

Kean, 922, 935; French letter, 928,

1063; FVench supplies, 932; J. Laurens,

934; Geddes, 944; retaliation, 973;

Campbell, 1044, 1060; Barry, 1050;

French affairs, 1052; Yorktown sur-

render, 1071; thanks to Washington,

1079
;
quotas, 1088 ; Southern States, 1108

;

finances, 1109n, 1123; supplies, 1112;

Pennsylvania and Connecticut, 1115;

courts of inquiry, 1125; President's

house, 1128; infraction of law of na-

tions, 1136; Navy court-martial, 1143;

Washington's letter, 1151n," quotas of

men, 1163; Larreguy, 1170; letter to

States, 1174. Votes, 752, 776, 778, 822,

827, 854, 888, 924, 956, 983, 985, 1037,

1043, 1054, 1058, 1061, 1074, 1078, 1090,

1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1147, 1148,

1153, 1161,1165, 1180. Mentioned, 7bSn,

764n, 773, 781n, 788, 83971, 863n, 867n,

868n, 879re, 883n, 893, 901?i, 913, 915n,

926n, 928n, 936n, 960, 974n, 1013», 1043;

1045, 1046, 1053?!, 1064n, 1070, 1071,

1077n, 1082, 10S2n, 1107, llOSn, 1112n,

1116n, 1123, 1126n, 1129, 1131/i, 1137n,

1147, 1171?), 118.5n.

Ranger, 317, 319, 320.

Ransom, Elijah, 1125.

Rathbume, John Peck, 135.

Rations, extra, 383; value of, 1013.

Ravel, John, 945.

Read, Thomas, captain, 620, 710.

Redhead, George, 492.

Reed, James, 17, 30, 47, 1092, 1167.

Reed, Joseph, president, 20, 79, 222, 628,

644, 969.

Reed, Thomas, 322.

Reed, William, 506.

Rees, Da\'id, 1166.

Reffert, Philip, 840.

Register, salary, 951.

Reid, George, 1144.

Reigert, Adam, 701, 702.

Rendon, Francisco, 1009, 1011, 1028.

Resignations, applications for, 388.

Retaliation proposed, 917, 97Sn, 1017, 1029.

Rhode Island, funds, 38, 61; letter, 142;

line, 581; defense of, 729; quota of

troops, 729; credentials 1101.

Richmond, Ebenezer, 812.

Rickman, William, 103, 118.

Risberg. Gustavus, 590, 602, 604.

Roberdeau, Daniel. 222, 752.

Roberts, Ann, 485, 486, 948.

Rochambeau. Jean Baptiste Donatien de

Vimeur, Count de, 2, 349, 356, 446, 528,

558, 674, 932, 1071, 1080, 1081, 1145.

Rochefermoy, Mathieu Alexandre de la,

486.
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Rochester, Nathaniel, 275, 329, 360.

Rodney, Csesar, president, 160, 206, 618.

Rodney, Thomas, a delegate from Dela-

ware. Credentials, 194, 1103; attends,

199. Committees- Finances, 487; week,

608, 732, 1194. Votes, 205, 224, 392,

650, 658, 663, 682, 726, 730, 731, 741,

742, 747. Mentioned, 224, 690n.

Rogers, William, chaplain, 486, 487, 683,

684.

Root, Jesse, a delegate from Connecticut.

Credentials, 1102. Committees: Mc-

Comb, 16; staff compensation, 29;

Washington, 31?j; Pettit, 36, 262; shot

and shells, 55; New York, 95; west-

em lands, 100; finances, 146, 381; Con-

vention prisoners, 236; Fast day, 258;

quotas, 268; Army, 340; bills of credit,

351; Board of War, 359; Treasury, 509;

Sullivan, 637, 818. Votes: 2, 3, 105,

111, 153, 154, 175, 205, 223, 267, 279,

287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 333, 338,

358,392. Mentioned, 18n,22n,24n,27,

41n, 102n, 125, 146, 223, 235, 236, 257w,

369n, 389, 402, 510n.

Roquebenne, de, 820.

Ross, David, 571, 580, 582.

Ross, John, 16, 67, 68, 173, 201, 237, 319,

354, 436n, 500, 602, 675, 681, 899, 906,

1059, 1123ra.

Roux & Co., 142, 542«, 969.

Rowan, John, 1109n.

Jioyal Oak, frigate, 492.

Rum, payment for, 88, 101, 336, 906.

Russia and Great Britain, treaty, 863.

Russia, mediation of, 500, 562, 585, 605,

616, 670, 779; mission to, 562.

Rutherford, Alexander, 150.

Rutherford, Griffith, brigadier general,

821.

Rutledgc, John, governor, 492, 496, 678,

091, 705, 900, 1105.

Rulledge, Thomas, 1144.

St. Augustine, prisoners from, 748.

St. Clair, Arthur, major general, 30, 44,

108, 160, 181, 182, 348, 451, 549ri, 813,

913, 916, 954, 955, 970, 974, 984, 1018,

1025, 1005.

St. Domingo, agent at, 855.

St. Marie, Le Vacher de, 321.

Salaries, civil, 383, 813.

Salisbury, N. C, monument, 978.

Sally, 1010.

Salt, for North and South Carolina, 705,

706", importation of, 873, 951; passport

for, 951.

Sampson, captain, 578.

Santos, Anthony Dios, 937.

Sartine, Antoine Raymond Jean Gual-

bert, 185, 200.

Sauter, , captain, 14.

Savage, Ransom, 973.

Savage, Thomas, 922, 952, 953, 959, 1008,

1017, 1023.

Savannah, prisoners from, 748.

Scammel, Alexander, 900.

Scarborough, 320.

Schermerhom, Rj'er, 835.

Schott, John Paul, captain, 134; 429n, 453,

4.54, 1016, 1024, 1035.

Schrcibcr, Jacob, 835, 844, 1041, 1042,

1078, 1111, 113171, 1140.

Schuyler, PhUip, 26, 94, 421, 464, 715,

758, 881, 917, 955, 1014, 1062, 1117n,

1142n.

Schweighauser, John Daniel, 590, 649, 899,

907, 996.

Scott, Charles, 712.

Scott, John Morin, 430, 456, 474. A
delegate from New York. Credentials,

1132.

Scott, Moses, 981.

Scott, William, lieutenant colonel, 601.

Screven, James, brigadier general, 979.

Scudder, Joseph, 123, 131, 132, 522, 523.

Scudder, Nathaniel, 222.

Seagrovo,J.,1045,1078.

Seamen, French, 745.

Sogur, Marquis, 731.

Solin, Anthony, 100, 134.

Sellick, P'rederick, 187.

Scrapis, frigate, 200, 320, 391, 769.

Sharpe, William, a delegate from Penn-

sylvania. Credentials, 1034, 1104;

money, 250, 487, 573, 1027. Commit-

I lees: Januarj', 13; Skinner, 24; Western



1230 index

lands, 99; Binney, 115; Geddes, 115;

public debt, 125; Whipple, 135; Sar-

tine, 185; Virginia, 194; Admiralty re-

port, 242; debts, 402; Madison's mo-

tion, 420; Parsons, 430; Johnson and

Ross, 500; week, 625, 782, 996, 1194,

1195; clothier's department, 662; Ross,

680; salaries, 733; forage, 841; prison-

ers, 829; clothing, 777; delegates' pay,

813; prisoners, 815; money for army,

853; Brown, 883, Heguy, 893; J. P.

Jones, 942; forage, 943; St. Clair and

Stark, 954; Armand, 984, 1023; Nicholas,

1131. Votes, 2, 3, 106, 111, 112, 153,

154, 176, 205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288,

289, 291, 293, 306, 332, 334, 392, 503,

504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593,

607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618,

619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, G82,

694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747,

776, 778, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924, 956,

983, 985. Mentioned, 2, 87, 135n, 175,

200n, 224, 333, 353, 378, 420, 482, 504,

632k, 636n, 641n, 647, 648, 700, 746n,

777n, 784n, 815, 817, 821, 887, 923, 924,

978, 1042.

Shee, John, 6.

Sheftall, Mordecai, 451, 473.

Sheldon, Elisha, colonel, 149, 490.

Sherman, Roger, a delegate from Con-

necticut. Credentials, 596; money, 599,

1021. Committees: Week, 625, 1039

1194, 1195; Bingham, 645; Pettit, 649,

677; burning bills, 668, 690; Mathews's

motion, 675, 915; post office, 686; de-

preciation, 704; Navy, 708; Morris,

714; finances, 724, 908, 946, 1069; Ma-

rine department, 724, 728; New Hamp-
shire, 732, 826, 836; Admiralty re-

port, 769; reports, 788; Sullivan, 826;

Washington's letter, 880; old money,

884; prisoners, 889; Army promotions,

892; interest, 903; Du Coudray, 905;

Howe, 907, 937; Bradford, 908; South

Carolina letter, 911, 920; Board of

War letter, 925, 1059; William Lee,

931, 955; Bradford, 936; ships of war,

953; Louis, 954; Silas Deane, 955;

Thanksgiving, 958, 1074; Simon, 971;

French memorial, 976, 986; Treasury

accounts, 976; hospital department,

984; accounts, 986; Pennsylvania let-

ter, 1012; Du Coudray, 1014; Lomagne,

1016, 1022; Trumbull and Greene, 1023;

Treasury, 1039; Barry, 1050; Indians at

Princeton, 1050; French affairs, 1052;

Consuls, 1053; Desdevens, 1062; French

letter, 1063; quotas, 1088; Navy court

martial, 1143; Bingham, 1183. Votes,

607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619,

626, 627, 647, 650, 658, 663, 681, 713,

726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776,

778, 821, 822, S27, 854, 888, 924, 956,

983, ys&, 1037, 1054, 1058, 1060, 1073,

1077, 1090. Mentioned, 222, 658, 678,

678n, 686, 730, 748, 752, 767n, 771«,

778, 820, 823ra, 828, 83871, 853, 857,

859, 921?i, 937n, 938n, 946, 957, 960,

976, 977re, 9S6?i, 995, 1012, 1020, 1022n,

1030, 1037, 1038n, 1039, 1044?j, 1046n,

1047, 1049, 1050re, 1051, 1070.

Shippen, William, Dr., 15, 544.

Shot and shells, contract, 54, 298, 312, 463.

Shubrick, Richard, tbanks to, 1085.

Sigougne, de, , captain, 185, 198,

505, 720.

Silsbee, Nathaniel, 882, 945, 1013.

Simon, Daniel, 970, 971, 976, 977, 1017.

Simpson, Thomas, 135.

Skinner, Abraham, 24, 27, 28, 78, 93, 96,

130, 137, 273, 2.56, 286, 385.

Slough, Mathias, 701, 702.

Smith, Daniel, 981.

Smith, Ebenezer, 210, 213, 811.

Smith, Isaac, 719.

Smith, Jahleel, 1010, 1011.

Smith, James, 264, 458«..

Smith, Jonathan Bayard, 222.

Smith, Lawson, 240(t.

Smith, Meriwether, a delegate from Vir-

ginia. Attends, 176. Committees:

Binney, 187; Virginia, 194, 367, 397,

449; bills of exchange, 197; McDougall,

253; Treasury, 254; quotas, 268;

d'Arendt, 353; finances, 368, 381, 487,

523, 599; bank, 545; Holker, 717; Ma-
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rine department, 724; week, 930, 1194,

1195. Votes, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288,

289, 291, 293, 305, 332, 334, 338, 358, 503,

504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547, 607, 609,

610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 619, 626,

627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 682, 694, 714, 726,

752, 778, 827, 888, 924. Mentioned,

224, 259n, 263n, 269, 279n, 283, 305, 312,

333n, 378, 380, 381n, 432, 432n, 441,

445n, 4.50, 469, 471, 495, 526n, 555, 556n,

607, 609, 610, 613, 61Cn, 618, 628, 706,

707, 708n, 709n, 716n, 717, 908, 925.

Smith, Resolve, 7, 572, 938, 1074.

Smith, Robert, 705.

Smith, Thomas, commissioner, 5, 7, 8, 16,

25, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 40, 49, 55, 63,

71, 73, 77, 87, 92, 93, 96, 98, 115, 120,

121, 122, 123, 1.30, 131, 132, 133, 134,

137, 141, 146, 149, 150, 158, 173, 179,

188, 190, 191, 201, 202, 204, 206, 224, 231,

238, 2.56, 257, 278, 291, 303, 307, 314, 324,

325, 336, 337, 340, 344, 345, 373, 375, 381,

388, 394, 451, 4.55, 466, 467, 482, 483, 492,

494, 506, 511, 512, 532, 535, 537, .543, 571,

574, 580, 589, 599, 637, 641, 642, 6.59, 662,

689, 696, 717, 724, 733, 788, 817, 818, 821,

825, 916, 946, 956, 957, 1049.

Smith, Thomas, a delegate from Pennsyl-

vania. Credentials, 1103, 1131; at-

tends, 109, 1099, 1130; letters, 264, 283;

Treasurj' Board, 118, 821, 1193. Com-
mittees: d'Arendt's letter, 181; Brod-

head, 187; Articles of Confederation,

471; Blaine, 488, 812; Quartermaster's

certificates, 599; burning bills, 668, 690;

week, 693, 1195; Navy, 708; boards,

708; finances, 723, 781, 946; reports, 788;

Elliot, 791; prisoners in Connecticut,

884; Pennell, 911; ships of war, 953;

Vermont controversy, 1032; quotas,

1088; John Clark, 1106n; Post office,1131.

Votes, 111, 112, 1.53, 154, 175, 20.5, 224,

279, 287, 289, 504, 516, 524, 529, 530, 547,

593, 607, 618, 619, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663,

681, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747,

752, 776, 778, 854, 888, 956, 983, 1037,

1043, 1054, 1074, 1090, 1114, lUi), 1120,

1121, 1130. Mentioned, 523, 694, 69(i»,

733, 741, 783, 891n, 955, 1113, 1123.

Smith, William, 690.

Smith, , colonel, 573.

Snowden, Isaac, 132, 134.

Snyder, John, 517.

South Carolina, public papers, 63; troops

for, 730; refugees, 782; arms for, 790n;

delegates, pay, 814; distressed inhabit-

ants, 852; letters of lieutenant governor

and council, 911, 914, 916, 972; money,

914. Credentials, 1007, 1105; state

corps, thanks, 1084; line, 1122; arms

for, 1169.

Southern Department, troopo for, 176,

610; supplies, 631; relief of, 1118.

Southwick, Solomon, 435.

Spain, alliance with, 551; ship for, 554;

loan, 739.

Spalding, Simon, captain, 134.

Spencer, Israel, colonel, 37.

Spies, how punished, 1109.

Spotswood, Alexander, colonel, 892, 912.

Sprague, John, 1092, 1167.

Springfield, affairs at, 14, 104.

Springfield, N. J., burning of, 1017.

Sproat, James, 1149.

Sp!f, schooner, 357, 684, 744.

Stark, John, brigadier general, 841, 954,

970, 984, 1019, 1185.

Stark, Robert, 1040, 1041.

Steel, Archibald, colonel, 393.

Stephen, Adam, 712.

Storrett, Samuel, 1103.

Steuben, Frederick Wilhelm Augustus,

Baron von, 739; letters, 70, 74, 242n,

483, 722.

Stevens, Ebenezer, lieutenant colonel,

195.

Stevens, John, 777, 1102.

Stevens, Robert, 93.

Stewart, Charles, 345, 346, 435.

Stewart, David, 489.

Stewart, J., 382.

Stewart, Walter, colonel, 41, 80.

Stirk, Samuel, a delegatefrom North Caro-

lina. Credentials, 1015, 1106. Men-

tioned: 1021.

Stirling, William Alexander, I-nrd, 1109w.

Stockdalc, J., 1201, 1202.
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Slodder, David, 312.

Stoddert, Benjamin, 128, 146, 158, 224,

239.

Stone, William, 916, 956, 957.

Story, John, 757, 759, 773, 785, 823, 831,

873.

Story, William, 485, 487.

Stowell, , 1025.

Stroop, Henry, lieutenant, 33.

Sturges, Jonathan, 6.

SuUivan, John, a delegatefrom New Hamp-
shire. Credentials, 498, 1100; money,

250, 431, 761, 843; letters, 53, 431, 818,

822. CommiH«e«; Washington, 1, 133,782;

Pennsylvania line, 20; Skinner, 24;

German regiment, 72; Armand, 78;

Atlee, 86; Hodgdon, 90; New York, 95,

311, 339; Western lands, 100; Patton,

115; McDougall, 121; Harrison, 142;

finances, 146, 523, 533; Forrest, 160;

Sartine, 185; iron masters, 190; quotas,

268; Army, 340; Virginia, 367, 397;

Board of War, 376, 461, 754; Maryland,

446, 615; Hazen, 427, 590, 668; Arti-

cles of Confederation, 471; finances,

487, 688, 732, 739; Virginia and Wash-

ington, 499; week, 500, 1193; Treasury,

509; Gates, 515, 521; prisoners, 534;

Army promotions, 539; bank, 545; sup-

plies, 556; bills of credit, 578; letter to

States, 585; Campbell, 643; courts-

martial, 656; clothier's department,

662; Varnum's motion, 668; Camp-

bell, 679; gun ship, 692; agent at

Habaua, 698; Rhode Island letter,

715, 729; consul's commission, 735;

d'Arendt, 740; Parsons, 750; French

letter, 769, 778, 876; clothing, 777;

Story, 785; Votes, 2, 3, 105, 111, 153,

154, 175, 223, 267, 279, 289, 290, 293,

305, 332, 392, 503, 504, 516, 524, 529,

530, 547, 692, 593, 607, 609, 610, 612,

613, 614, 618, 619, 626, 627, 647, 658,

663, 681, 694, 713, 726, 730, 731, 741,

742, 752, 776, 778, 821, 822, 854. Men-

tioned, 1, 3, 28n, 31n, 84n, 937i, 97w,

107, 131, 134, 178n, 223, 225n, 229, 240n,

244n, 246, 278n, 340, 348, 386, 387n, 398,

39871, 475, 484n, 487, 531, 542n, 548n,

689n, 632, 636, 639, 657n, 667n, 669,

669n, 680/1, 705, 725, 729n, 741, 741n,

742r!, 820n, 821, 828n, 831, 841.

Summers, Peter, 641.

Sumter, Thomas, brigadier general, 56, 57.

Sunsbury, Georgia, monument, 978.

Supplies, for 1781, 58; magazines for, 52S;

impressment of, 655.

Surrender at Yorktown, 1071, 1082n,

1099.

Swan, John, captain, 1047.

Swartz, Godfried, 753.

Symsbury mines, prison act, 974.

Taggart, John, 23, 140.

Tarleton, Banastre, 56, 129, 246.

Taxes, collection of, 59, 394; arrearages of,

234.

Telfair, Edward, a delegatefrom Georgia.

Credentiab, 1015, 1105; attends, 966,

1016, 1100. Committees: Week, 969,

1196; Bowen, 969; Bingham, 1007;

Clarke, 1016; Heguy, 1042; John Clark,

1073; quotas, 1088. Votes: 1043, 10.54,

1058, 1061, 1074, 1078, 1090, 1114, 1119,

1120, 1121, 1130, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165,

1181. Mentioned, 223, 978.

Temant, Jean Baptiste, 76, 77, 677.

Thanksgi\-ing, 967, 1071, 1074.

Thomas, Hannah, 758, 768.

Thompson, E., 499, 1101.

Thompson, John, 235.

Thompson, William, brigadier general,

274, 346, 508, 898, 903, 1026.

Thomson, Charles, mentioned, 17n, 42n,

48, 61, 78ra, lOln, lOZn, U3n, 128n,

162n, 166re, 192n, 210, 210n, 213, 224,

229, 231, 255, 341, 356n, 373, 459n,

478n, 482n, 491n, 610n, 622n, 54ln,

604n, 639, 652, 654n, 711n, 725ra, 735n,

880, 880n, 901, 920ra, 941, 951n, 966n,

1064, 1070, 111b, 1116;i, 1146, 1175?i,

1179re, 1180n, 1200.

Thomson, Peter, 132, 134.

Thome, William, 649.

Throop, Josiah, 357.

Tilghman, Tench, lieutenant colonel,

244, 541, 1072, 1082.
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Tillotson, Thomas, 276.

Tilton, James, 718.

Timothy, Peter, 1007.

Tobacco, public, 202.

Todd, John, jr., 632.

Tonnage dues, 136re.

Torrey, Joseph, major, 508.

Towne.^ John, 591,858.

Traversie, John, captain, 32.

Traversier, Joseph, 1072, 1079.

Treasurer, salary, 951.

Trea.sury, Board of, complaints, 53, 509;

postage, 939.

Treasury office, regulations, 947; papers,

1039; treaty of peace, 607, 1201, 1203;

conunissioners, 648; instructions, 625,

651,713.

Trent, William, 534, 696, 704, 781, 784,

1057.

Trumhull, frigate, 607, 633, 740, 899, 911,

1036.

Trumbull, Jonathan, governor, 99, 233,

262, 266, 353, 401, 452, 637, 684, 978,

1023.

Trumbull, Jonathan, jr., 693.

Trumbull, Joseph, 36, 401, 453, 693.

Truxtun, Thomas, captain, 14.

Tucker, Samuel, 135.

Tucker, Thomas Tudor, 981.

Tudor, George, 323,391.

Tupper, Benjamin, colonel, 520, 521.

Turnbull, William & Co., 910.

Turner, George, 131, 910, 947, 1057.

Tyler, Thomas Edward, ship, 754.

Uerktritz, Baron d', J98, 199, 678, 679,

691.

Uhtrick, Baron d'. (See UcrHritz.)

Uniform, Army, 206.

United Provinces. (See Holland.)

Valette, Louis de la, 942, 971.

Vance, John, 1069.

Van Oourtlandt, Pierre, 225, 1132.

Vandalialand company, 1077, 1098, 1113.

Van Dyke, Nicholas, a delegatefrom New
Jersey. Credentials, 194, 1 103; attends,

289, 790. Commiltees: Board of War,

332; privateers, 348, 360; officers' pay,

396; Pennsylvania, 469; Articles of

Confederation, 471; Sullivan's motion,

475; Army pay, 493; land cessions,

704/i; Elliot, 791; consuls, 811, 1053;

week, 813, 1194; New Hampshire, 818;

Sullivan, 819, 826; Vermont, 842;

French memorial, 845, 925; merchants'

petition, 882. Votes, 291, 293, 305,

332, 334, 338, 358, 822, 827, 854, 888.

Mentioned, 133.

Van Rensselaer, P, 536.

Van Schaick, Goose, colonel, 712, 921,

922, 930, 932.

\'arnum, James Mitchell, a delegate from
Rhode Island. Credentials, 768, 1101;

attends, 1099. Committees: Wa-shing-

ton, 1; executive departments, 31;

Blaine, 46; Bowen, 53; shot and shells,

55; Armand, 78; Patton, 115; Greene,

129; Harrison, 185; Witherspoon, 186;

Brodhead, 187; Binney, 187; Army
pay, 203; Articles of Confederation, 236,

471; Stoddert, 239; Maryland, 241;

Admiralty report, 242; McDougall, 253;

Skinner, 257; quotas, 2CS; Convention

troops, 274; Wright, 328; Board of War,

332, 461, 754, 925; Oliphant, 335;

Army, 340; John Paul Jones, 386, 390,

572; privateers, 348, 360; financej^, 368,

724, 817; Court of Appeals, 375; officers'

pay, 396; Madison's motion, 420; Hay's

memorial, 464; week, 483, 693, 1193,

1194, 1195; Virginia and Washington,

499; Gates, 515, 521; Howell, 523; Army
promotions, 539, 892; Army accounts,

549; Bland's motions, 574; Court of A]>-

peals,599; Yznardy, 602, 686; Varnum's

motion, 668; Mathews's motion, 678;

post office, 686; captures by laud, 690;

Morris, 714; New York letter, 722;

New Hampshire, 732; Marbois, 738;

D'Arendt, 740; French memorial, 745;

intercepted letter, 751; French letter,

769, 778, 858, 876; quotas, 773, 1087,

1088; Storey, 785; Washington's letter,

832, 880; New York letters, 835; New
Hampshire letter, 836; forage, 841,943;

merchants' memorial, 8.55; Moultrie,

SSI, 1026; Jay, 884; prisoners, 889;
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Spotswood, 892; confederation, 896;

Na\n,', 913,919; St. Clair, '916; Hayne,

918; 926, 1055; Van Schaick and

Du Buysson, 922; Savage, 922;

Bouthern department, 930; Du Buys-

son, 931; Geddes, 944; Morton, 945;

additional troops, 947; thanksgiving,

958, 1074; Pennsylvania letter, 969;

Greene, 970, 1059, 1083; retaliation,

972, 973, 978; conference with Penn-

sylvania, 1018; Georgia letters, 1021;

Vermont controversy, 1032; Campbell,

1044,1060; Walton, 1044; Indiana, 1055

;

War Department, 1070; Yorktown sur-

render, 1071; thanks to Washington,

1079; Indian treaty, 1088; Southern

States, 1108; Washington's letter, IIIIh;

Knox, 1120. Votes: 2, 3, 153, 154, 175,

205, 223, 287, 293, 332, 338, 503, 504,

516, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593, 607, 609,

610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619, 626, 627,

647, 650, 658, 663, 681, 713, 726, 730,

731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776, 778, 821,

822, 827, 854, 924, 956, 983, 985, 1037,

1043, 1054, 1058, 1060, 1090, 1114,

1118, 1120, 1121. Mentioned, 2, 3, 4n,

48, 60n, 65, 156, 175, 185, 223, 225,

226n, 236, 236n, 364re, 368, 381n, 383,

386, 386m, 397n, 433, 475, 521n, 533«,

549n, 570, 582, 583n, 588, 593n, 624,

628, 668, 681, 70l7i, 711n, 730, 746ra,

748, 752, 764n, 773, 776, 778, 786n,

790re, 791, 791ri, 820, 822, 828, 857,

859n, 896n, 897?!, 906, 912, 912)i, 914,

915, 918, 930, 943, 944n, 946, 952n, 953,

953n, 960n, 972n, 977, 983, 995, 1018,

1018n, 1023, 1030, 1037, 1049, 1050n,

1051, 1054, 1059, 1059n, 1060, 1060n,

1065, 1066n, 1085n, 1088?i, 1092, 1110,

1113, 1114, 1117, 1119, 1121, 1121n,

112371, 1126.

Vauguyon, Duke de la, 993.

Veilon, James, 260.

Verac, Marquis de, 780, 991.

Verdie (or Verdier), Baptiste, 873.

Vergennes, Charles Gravier, Comte de,

41, 558, 562, 674, 986, 988, 990, 993,

1140.

Vermont controversy, 770, 771, 771»!, 824,

825, 829, 831, 831n, 860, 870, 875, 882,

886, 887, 892, 1032; progress of, 837,

1160; admission of State, 838, 842.

Vestal, British frigate, 62.

Vickers, Samuel, 981.

Vigilant, brigantine, 260.

\'irginia, funds, 38; land cessions, 704,

784, 1077, 1098, 1113; agrees to impost,

750; brigade, thanks, 1084; credentials,

1103.

Wabash land company, 253, 704, 784,

1032, 1057, 1077, 1098, 1113.

Wales, Eleazer, 402.

Walker, J., 1201.

Waller, Benjamin, 971.

Walton, George, a delegate from Georgia.

Money, 5, 231, 344, 466, 817, 1050;

Treasury board, 65, 117, 1193. Com-
mittees: Campbell, 63; western lands,

100; d'Arendt, 181; Articlesof Confed-

eration, 186; Wright, 328; prisoners at

Charleston, 458; Moultrie, 468; finances,

599; Mathews's motion, 675; week,

715, 946, 1194, 1195; independence

celebration, 716; Melven, 753; Army
pay, 892; Muscoe Livingston, 893;

Heguy, 893; Savage, 922; southern de-

partment, 930; Morton, 945. Votes,

2, 3, 106, 112, 153, 154, 176, 205, 224,

279, 287, 288, 289, 334, 338, 358, 524,

547, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615,

618, 619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 663, 682,

694, 714, 726, 747, 752, 776, 778, 822,

827, 854, 888, 924, 956, 983, 985. Men-

tioned, 56, 92, 104, 117, 192n, 196n, 223,

224, 229n, 302, 462, 570, 623n, 752, 761,

908, 909n, 912, 917, 922r!, 960n, 978,

984n, 1042, 1044, 1050.

War Department, money, 1070.

War, Board of, letters, 1; salaries, 186;

paymaster of, 760.

War, Secretary at, 126, 133, 206, 1030.

Ward, Artemas, a delegatefrom Massachu-

setts. Credentials, 4, 628; War Board,

11, 20, 22, 49, 51, 62, 143. Committees:

Greene, 16; Hodgdon, 90; Franklin,

187, 475; quartermaster's stores, 262;
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commissary, 390; Board of War, 461;

Hazen, 427, 590, 668; Hay's memo-
rial, 464; Articles of Confederation,

471; Diriks and Painter, 487, week,

1194. Votei, 2, 3, 105, 153, 154, 175,

205, 223, 267, 279, 287, 289, 290, 293,

305, 332, 333, 338, 392, 503, 504, 516,

524, 529, 530, 547, 592, 593, 607, 609,

610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619, 626, 627,

647. Mentioned, 100, 104, 223, 232, 257,

428n, 492n, 503, 614, 638.

Ward, Henry, 7G9, 1101.

Ward, Joseph, 1113n.

Warley, Felix, 641, 659, 660, 661.

Warren, James, 98.

Washington, George, Letters, 1, 30, 31 n,

33, 38, 52, 57, 75, 94, 104, 114, 132, IGO,

180, 194, 224, 230, 242, 246, 275, 311,

338, 347, 353, 367, 374, 389, 396, 398,

434, 436, 446, 463, 482, 488, 491, 497,

499, 505, 511, 519, 527, 585, 650, 656,

693, 714, 715, 737, 749n, 777, 782, 787,

828, 832, 845, 875, 880, 886, 893, 910,

913, 927, 930, 939, 970, 1008, 1016, 1026,

1028, 1047, 1055, 1068, 1071, 1072, 1073,

1078, 1080, 1009, HOC, 1108, lllln, 1120,

1123, 1130, 1131, 1131n,1151n, 1162«,

1184, 1185n. Mentioned, 9, 55, 68, 82,

143, 1081, 1118, 1131, 1142, 1143; thankB

to, 1071, 1080.

Washington, William, lieutenant colonel,

247.

Waters, Samuel, 260.

Waters, \\'illiam, 787, 788.

Wayne, Anthony, brigadier general. 41,

79, 80, 82, 83, 275, 516.

Weare, Mcshech, president, 116, 194,434,

482, 732, 787, 812, 818, 823, 836, 1179n,

1184n.

W'eaver, John David, 636, 656, 683, 898,

903.

Webb, George, 431.

Webb, Samuel, 1033.

Wederstrandt, , 179, 180.

Weed, Elijah, 133, 197, 382, 461, 464.

Weedon, William, 712.

Weibert (See Wuifxrt.)

Wemyas, Franci.-i, major, 56.

Wentworth, John, jr., 222.

^'ereat, John, 767, 820, 981, 1035, 1050,

1059, lOGl.

West, Edward, 90/i.

West, William, jr., 40.

\Miarton, James, 649, 708, 811.

Wharton, John, 25, 46, 47.

Wharton, Samuel, 264, 318.

^Mleaton, Joseph, 1011.

^"heeler, Benjamin, 696.

Wheeler, Bennett, 1200.

Wheelock, John, 1169n.

Whipple, Abraham, 135, 710.

Whipple, William, 499, 1101.

Wliite, Charles, 140.

\Miite, John, colonel, 328, 981.

Wiley, Robert, captain, 330.

Wilkinson, James, clothier, general, 173,

290, 307, 313, 374, 662.

Will, Philip, 154n.

Will, William, 154n.

Williams, John, 223.

Williams, Jonathan, 318, 604, 693, 977,

1061.

Williams, Otho H., sword for, 1085.

Williams, William, 264, 456.

Williamson, John, captain, 29, 154n.

Willing, James, 697, 791, 1079.

Willing, Thomas, 1188.

Wilson, Goodwin, 980.

Wilson, James, 253, 1057, 1188.

Winthrop, James, 696, 735.

Winthrop, William, 696, 735, 883.

Wirts, Christian, 696, 701, 702, 893, 910.

Witherspoon, D., letters, 185.

Witherspoon, John, a delegate from New
Jersey. Credentials, 777; money, 842,

1047,1021. Com7ni<<ees; January, 13; Mc-

Comb, 16; Pennnylvania line, 20; Bible,

91; Western lands, 100; Pennsylvania,

105; Oliphant, 335; Sullivan's motion,

475; hospitals, 475; finances, 487, 523;

533, 599, 769, 778, 876; Washington,

499n, 502; bank, 545; week, 550, 1069,

1195; French memorial, 562; letter to

States, 585; Randolph's motion, 913;

Mathews's motion, 915; thanksgiving,

958, 1074; infraction of law of nations.



1236 Index

1136. Votes, 105, 111, 205, 224, 332,

334, 338, 358, 503, 504, 524, 547, 607,

609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 619, 626,

627, 650, 694, 713, 776, 778, 956, 1077.

Mentioned, 74, 83?i, 110, 222, 224, 228n,

233, 490, 502n, .549, 606, 607n, 608, 609n,

611, 614, 615, 618n, 628, 704«, 783, 957,

973, 1050, 1071, 1076n.

Woelpper, John David, 1149.

Wolcott, Oliver, a delegate from Connecti-

cut. Credentials, 1102; attends, 1117;

Treasury Board, 117, 118. Committees:

Pennsylvania letter, 105; Public debt,

125; UTiippIe's memorial, 135; impost,

262; Blaine's letter, 277, Morris's letter,

291, 432; Massachusetts letter, 311, 421;

finances, 381; Debts, 402; week, 1195,

1196. Votes, 2, 3, 105, 111, 153, 154,

175, 205, 223, 267, 279, 287, 289, 290, 305,

358, 1118, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1147, 1148,

1153, 1161, 1165, 1180. Mentioned, 108,

117, 222, 223, 236n, 376, 378n, 389, 431,

438, 471.

Wood, James, colonel, 258, 289, 306, 307,

598.

Wood, Thomas, 1044.

Woodford, William, brigadiergeneral,601,

712.

Woodson, Tarleton, 677, 705.

Woodward, Bezaleel, 860, 875, 882, 886.

Woolford, T., 1164.

Worsham, Richard, 591.

Worthington, , colonel, 1102.

Wright, George, 92.

Wright, Sir James, 328.

Wright, Turbott, a delegatefrom Maryland.

Credentials, 1151, 1152.

Wuibert, Antoine FeUx, 1109n, 1115.

Wyllis, John Plasgrave, major, 513.

Wyllys, George, 597, 1102.

Wynkoop, Henry, a delegate from Penn-

sylvania. Credentials, 1103, 1131; at-

tends, 1142. Committees: Prisoners,

196; week, 1196. Votes, 105, 111, 112,

153, 154, 205, 224, 267, 332, 334, 358,

1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165, 1180. Men-

tioned, 136n, 158, 224.

Yates, Abraham, 5, 6, 337.

Yates, Donaldson, 447.

Yates, Thomas, 499.

Yorktowu, monument at, 1081, 1107;

surrender. (See Surrender at York-

town.)

Young, Charles, 9, 631.

Young, John, 233.

Young, Joseph, 899, 980.

Yznardy, Lorenzo, 602, 683, 686, 933.
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